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l TO THE 
| READER. 


S {uperfluous asPrefaces ſeem, 
yet there is one thing which 

| makes it 1n a manner Ne- 

I ceſſary to prefix a few Lines to this 
Volume ; -in regard there 1s an Occa- 
fion given by the ObjeQtions ſome 
1 Gentlemen have been lately pleas'd 
; to make againſt the Style of the 


4 Ergliſh Tranſlation, Theſe Per- 


1 ſons having by a very coſtly In-_ 
{ quiſitiveneſs, found and .procur'd 
the 1ralian Copy of theſe Letters, 
] and compar'd them with. the. Ex- 

ej, pick many Faults .in. the lat- 
ter, which they would fain- im- 
prove to the leſſening the Reputa- 
tion of the Turkiſh Spy, or at leaſt 
A 3 to 


To the RE ADER. 
to the heightening their own Cha- 
racters as Wits and Criticks, Ma- 


flers of Languages, and the Grand 


Patentees of Humane Sence, 


In the Firit Place they ſay, the 


Ttalian Tranilation keeps cloſe to 
the Original Arabick ; whereas the 
Engliſh abounds too much with Az- 
2ticiſms, which are not ſufficient 
to expreſs the Author's Primitive 
IEnce. | 

How Impoſſible a Thing it 15, to 
pleaſe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature! Formerly they were 


offended, that ſo many Turkiſh and 


Arabick Words were left untranſla- 
ted. And that being anſwered in 
the Preface to the Fourth Volume, 
they have now form'd New Argu- 
ments out of that very Anſwer, to 


aſfault us on the contrary Side, and 
tax us with being too Vernacular. 
*Tis true, the Letters they have ſent 
to the Bookſeller on this Account, 
are not ſubſcrib'd at Length. Yet 
by Accident, one of the Gentle- 

men's 


To the READER. 
men's: Hand-Writing is known: 
And tho' we acknowledge him to- 
be an Ingeryous Perſon, and a Man 
of-- Eearning-; yet TI believe he 


$ would 'be unwilling his Letter 


ſhould here be expos'd in Print (or 
the 07121241 ſhew'd to ſome that 
know lim, and perhaps may claim 
an Equal' Rank - among the Cri- 
ticks.) | : 
But to come to the purpoſe ; I 
have often heard Tranſlations blam- 
ed for keeping too cloſe to: the Or:- 


ginal Phraſe, but never any before 


this, for a Negligence that is abſo- 
lately .neceſlary to retain the Sence 
of a Foreign Author. All the World 
knows, there 1s a vaſt Diſtance be- 
tween-Arabick and the Languages of 
Eurepe'; and if the Tralian Tran- 


 fator Wwas' more Exact in forming 


his Words up tp a near Imitation 
of the: Eaſtern Proprieties of Speech, 
no doubt but Impartial Men will 
rather Cenſure it as a Fault, than cry 
it up for' an Excellency ; ſince no- 

(00% ' thing 


To the READER.” 


thing ſounds well in any Langage, 


which 1s not deliver'd in the Na- 


tural Idiom. Every. thing ought to., 
be-'writ ini as Familiar a Style as: 


we : Diſcourſe ; eſpecially Letters, 


which are but a Proxy- Method: of 
Converſing at a Diſtance, And he: 


that Tranſlates out of one *' Lan- 


guage into another, ought. to aim. 
Chiefly at this, That he be ſure to. 


retain the. Original Sence,, and: ren- 


der it {mooth and eaſy to the Rea-: 


der. - The Flowers of Arabia and 


Italy, when once Tranſplanted te. 
our - barren Exgliſh Soil,” loſe” their - 
Ver tue and. Beauty, till they - are; 


Naturaliz'd : What then muſt we 
expect from their Weeds ? Doubt- 
leſs, there are ſome Peculiarities in 
all - Languages; and to, Tranſlate; 
Verbatim from 1o Remote a Tongue, 
would {ound as ee by French does 
in an Engliſbnaz'#Mouth,' when 
he. pronounces it as 'tis writ. _ 
What I have more to fay 1s, 
that as this Yolume contains a H-, 


ſtory 


OT ola ill. - 


To the READER. 


| fory of things tranſacted within 


the Memory of molt Men now 
living ;. ſo the Two ſucceeding. 


| Fomes fall down lower and nearer 


to the Preſent Times: Giving an 
Account of: Events whereof many 


have beenEye-Witneſſes,and where» 


112 not a few have had a Perſonal 
Share either by Way of Action or 
Suffertng, Profit or Damage; which: 
mult needs afford Delight to thinks» 
ing Men, #ince there 1s nothing 
more Agreeable to Mortals, than to + 
refle&t on the formerPaſlages of their 
Lives,according to that of the Poet +, - 


Hec olim meminiſſe juvabit. 


Beſides, for the farther Encou> 
ragement of the Candid Reader, he - | 
13ay aſſure himſelf, that coward the 
Conclufton of the Laſt Yolume, he. 
will meet with ſeveral Secrets: 
berween the Krench and Turkiſh 
Caurts, which will diſcover the: 
true Source of the Preſent War be- 


A.5 the- 


To the READER. 
the Grand Signior ; and give a 

Glimpſe of the Private Machina- 

tions and Springs which have put 

all Europe into the Hurh-Burly 'tis 

now 1n. 

. T have but this more to ſay, That 

we'hope to: be more Speedy in pub- 

liſhing the Remainder of theſe Ler- 

fers, than we have hitherto beer: - 


in the Former Yolumes, Reader, 
Adieu.. 
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& LETTER TI. 


mh Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, ro 
4] Dgnet Oglou, his Friexd at Con- 
hel ftantinople, 


T makes me ſmile ſometimes, when I re- 

Het how often I was put to it for an 

Addreſs ſuitable to the Aſanners of the 
Nazarenes, and the Particular 24ode of 

' Paris, when T firſt arriv'd at this City : For, 

SY thou know'ſt, we had other Employments, 
than to learn Faſhions me Conge's at _—_ 
he 


2 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. 


The Mind of a $/ave, is dejected under, the 
Circumſtances of his Captivity ; fo that he 
has not Leiſure to regard any Thing, but how 
to accompliſh his daily Task, and to pleaſe his 
Patron. Allhis Study and Care is bent upon 
this, and there's no Room left for Generous 
Thoughts ; Neither has he Means or Cou. 
rage to venture on Projects, or improve the 
Preſent Occurrences in Order to his Future 
Happineſs: Nay, he hardly dares think of 
ever being Happy again. This was my Caſe, 
_ FT believe 'rwas not much better with 
tnee. 

Yet, notwithſtanding all the Rigorous U- 
fage I had, the Baſ#inado's, Kicks, Bruiles , 
Cuts and Wounds, I receiv'd from the Hands 
of that Barbarous Giafer, my aſter, which 
made me ſometimes Incapable of doing him 
any Service by - Day, or of taking any Reſt 
my ſelf by Night, I was refolvd to find 
ſome ſpare Time for Books. I roſe Early, 
and went Late to Sleep ; negledting no Mo- 
ment, wherein I cou'd apply my {elf to Study. 
The Acquaintance I had with that S$:c:1as 
Carpenter, our Friend, was of Singular Ad- 
vantage to me in this Kind : For, thou may |t 


remember, he was well ſftock'd with many 


Ancient and Learned Treati/es. He furniſh- 
ed me with Plautarch, Polybins, Strabo, Pliny, 
and other H:ſtories, All which, and many 
more, I devourd with Greedineſs ; for I had 


aſtrong Appetite to Knowledge. And after, 
my Reaemption, I paſled away ſome. Time. 
mn the Academies, where I learn'd the Knotty 


Tricks 
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Tricks of Logickh, how to ſplit foods and 
Fignres, and chain one Impertinenr $7//og:/72 
to the Tail of another to Erernity- I alſo 
ran through a Courſe of Phi/o/ophy and other 
Sciences, Neither was I altogerner Ignorant 
of Jen : For the Reading of Hiſtories, firs a 
Man the better to make Practical Experi- 
ments in the Affairs of the 7/0714. To which 
alſo, Philoſophy is not a little helpful, in di- 
recting our Obſervations on rhe Various Tem- 
pers of People , "Mens Perſonal Diſpofirions 


and Singularities, with the Humours and 


Cuſtoms Peculiar to this or that Natiov. For 
theſe Things depend many Times on the Dif- 
ference of the C/;mate, the Natzre of the Soyl, 
the Lzalities of the Air, and the Manner of 
their Diet. 

But neither F:/tory, Logick|or Philoſophy, 
were able to eftace the Impreſſions of my Ear- 
ly Years, or” unteach me the Afanners in 
which I had been Educated from my Infancy. 
[ brought Arabia and Conſtantinople along 
with me even to Paris, And becauſe I had 
not been uſed to diflemble the Profeflion and 
Carriage of a 4zſſul/man, during my Thral- 
dom m 9ci/y; I. was at a Loſs in my De- 


| portment, when I came Firſt hither. 


How often have I been like to diſcover 
my felt by Pronouncing the Sacred B:/mi/lah, 
either when I ſat down to Eat, or put a Glaſs 
of Water to my Lips; -or, when I begun any 
other Action of Importance > So likewiſe in 
uttering the Handilah, after a Repalt; or 
when any Thing happen'd which prompted 
me to praiſe God B 2 When 
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When I met any of my Acquaintance in 
the Streets, I was apt to forget that I had a 
Hat on. And inſtead of putring off that, ac- 
cording to the Faſhion of the Frazks, I laid 
my Hand on my Breaſt, and ſometimes bow- 
ed ſo low, that my Hat fell off from my 
Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error. 

If I had Occaſion to addreſs-my elf to a 
Perſon of Quality, | was ready to take up the 
Bottom of his Cloak, Gown or Robe , and 
to Kiſs 1t in Token of Reverence, as the Cu- 
ſtom is in the Ea/#, when we falute the Grar- 
deer. Nay, ſometimes I could nor forbear 
falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the 
Ground before Carainal Richliex, and thoſe 
of his High Dignity, All which, nevertheleſs, 
paſſed only for Clowniſhneſs, and want of 
Coartly Education, Which teaches the Nice 
Pauxttilio's of Addreſs They took me for a 
Kind of Afo/davian Ruſtick, without any 
farther Jealouſy. Or perhaps, they ſmil'd 
at all this, as fome Singular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philoſopher Paſicles, 
who coming to Salute a Great Captarn, and 
the Ceremony of thoſe Times requiring him 
to touch the Captarr's Knee, he laid his Hand 
on his Genitals.. At which the Captain being 
aftronted, and thruſting bis Hand away with 
Scornful Words; hat ! ſays the Philoſopher, 
does not that Part belong to you, as well as your 
Knees ? It often diverts my Melancholy, to 
conſider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
committed, not through Ignorance, or any. 
Cynical Humour, but only in pure Qverfght, 

and Forgetfulneſs. Ic 
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It was a long Time ere I could frame my 
Fingers to handle a Knife and Fork at /Aeals, 
as is the Univerſal Cuſtom in theſe Peſtern 
Parts; Whereas thou knoweſt, we make 
uſe of no other 7»ſtram+-nts in Eating, but 
our Fingers and Teeth. Whence it was, that 
I could not ſometimes forbear thruſting my 
Hand into a whole Diſh of Meat ; which 1s 
counted a great Indecency in France. And 
after I was reconciled to thoſe Nicer Inſftru- 
ments of YVoluptuouſnels, fo as to Carve my 
Meat 2 /2 Aoae ; yet when I once had it on 
my own Plate, 1 laid aſide thoſe Tools as 
Uteleſs, and tore it aſunder with my Fingers 
and Teeth, feeding 4 /a Tarceſque, as the 


| French call it ; that is, like a 1u{[ulman. 


Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but 
all theſe Miſcarriages paſsd for Afoldauvian 
Barbariſms, the ſalvage Cuſtoms of that my 
{uppoſed Comntry, I tell thee, that tho' the 
Manner of Eating among the French, ſeem 
to have ſomething more of Neatneſs and De- 
ticacy in 1t ; yer it appears full of Softneſs 
and Luxury, and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it 
to the more Natural and Simple Method of 
Diet, usd in the Eaſt. Neither wou'd the 


Franks themſelves condemn us for Salvages in 


this Point, as they commonly do, did they. 
but confider, that this Negligence very well 
becomes Aer of the Sword; and that in their 
Campagnes, their own Generals are ambitious 
to appear Careleſs in every Thing relating ta 

their Body. 
Doubtleſs,the Ancient Romans,who broveghr 
W424 the 
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the Greateſt Part of the Yor!d under their 
Power, ſhunn'd all Fineneſſes in Dzet and Ap- 
parel, till ſuch Time as their /Lanners were 


debauched, and their Emprre in its Decline 


Our Anzals record, That when Sultan Selim lay 
down with his Army before a certain Place, 
and the Governoxr of the Town ſent Commiſ- 
froners to treat with him about a Surrender ; 
they found him at Dinner, which conſiſted 
only of Two or Three On:oas, a little Sai 
and Bread. | | 

Hiſtories alſo relate of the Faithful Omar, 
Szcceſſor of the Prophet, Thar when he was 
with his Army not far from Jer-/alem, the 
Nazarexe Prince who govern'd that City, 
ſent a Spy into the Hoſt of the Muſſulmanr, 
to obſerve their Diſcipline, and bring him a 


Lively CharaGter of their General. The $9 


went according to his 4aſter's Order. And 
having tarried ſome Time in the Arabian 
Camp, returned again, and thus ſpoke to the 
Governonre | 
*It will be Needleſs to recount every 
* Thing I obſerved among theſe Souldiers; 
* ſince by what I ſhall fay of their Leader, 
© thou mayeſt comprehend the AZanners of 
< them all.: For they obey him, and follow 
« tis Example in every Thing, with Exqui- 
© ſite Silence and Modeſty. I ſaw Omar their 
. © Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
* on a Camel, his Face Tawny and Scorch'd 
** by the Sun, in a Veſt of Perſian Cotton, 
© eirded about with a Belt of Leather, - at 
* which hung a Cymetar and Dagger, with a 
| | * Knapſack 
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*©Knapſack tied behind him like the Meaneſt 
** Souldier- I ſaw him take our from thence 
© hard Cruſts of Bread, ſhaking off the Husks 


 * of Miller which ſtuck to them ; and ſaying, 


* In the Name 'of God, he Eat heartily of the 
* ſame. | Then he drank Water out of a Lea- 
© thern Bottle hanging by his Side; And when 
*© he had done, he faid, Praiſe be to God. All 
© his Army made their Repaſt at the ſame 
* Time, and in the ſame Manner with Ad- 
* mirable Temperance, and ſuch an Order 
*and Modeſty, as'I never ſaw before, neither 
"can I expreſs; 
When'the Price heard this, he ftood' fill 
a Confiderable Time, mufing as one Aſtoniſh- 
ed. Then turning to the Sexrs and Ce 
of - the People who were preſent, he ſaid, 
* It is Neceſſary that we ſurrender our City 
* to theſe People ; Wr they have the Smiles 
* of 'FHlexven Their Prophet and their Law, 
* ovlige em to Temperance,  Frugality, Obe- 
*'dience and a Modeſt Deportment. Theſe 
* Virtues are certain Steps to Vi&tory and Em- 
* pire. Beſides, I have received a Tradition 
© from my Arxceſtors, That a People ſhall 
© come out bf 44-4614, with a New Law and 
& Religion, Which ſhall aboliſh all that went 
&© before it. They' ſhall ſubdue Paleſtine and 
« Egypt; and ſhall build Adoſques, wherein 
« their Prayers ſhall ſound like the Hmmming. 
« of Bees: Their Empire ſhall extend from 
« Eaſt to eſt, and to the Extremities of the 
* Earth. This is what I have learned from 
* my Fore-Fathers, and which EF believe is 
| B 4. * now 


8 Letters Writ by. Vol. V1. | 


* now coming to paſs. Therefore it will be in 
© vain to reſiſt theſe Men ; for they are Invin- 
© cible by a Decree from Above. 

Thoſe that were about him, did not ap- 
prove .the Counſel of this Wiſe Nazarexe, 
However, he ſent to Omar, and obtained Fa- 
vour for himſelf and his Fam/y. | 

Thou wilt fay, 'm got wide of the Mark 
of my Firtt Diſcourſe, which related tro my 
_ ſelf, and not to any of the Primitive Caz/iphs - 
But 'tis Impoſlible to reſtrain our Thoughts 
from roving. Some 1ay, they hang together 
Itke the Links of a Chain ; and that one 14c4 
being faſtened to another in our Memory, we 
muſter them in Rank and File, according ta 
their proper Order, when we Think,or make 
Reflections. God knows how *'tis. This I'm 
ſure of, That when I write to my.Friends, I 
{tudy not to make an Elaborate Speech on't; 
. as if I were penning an Oratio 3 but purſu- 
ing my Firſt Intention at Random, I run on, 
betting Que Thought and Word beget ano- 
ther: 

_ But Twas telling thee how great a Bungler 
I'was at firſt in all the Ceremonies and Man 
xers. of the Franks, which difter from thoſe 
of the Eaſt. I was as much to ſeek. in my 
Addreſs, as an Aſs would be to play on a 
Lute, according to the Roman Proverb: Yet 
Time and Practice render'd all theſe Things 
Familiar and Eaſy. Now, methinks, I'm a 


thorow-pac'd Nazarene as to my Exteriour. - 


I go to the Coxrt, and the Temples with as. 
much ſeeming Formality as the Chrift:ans 


whilſt 
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whilſt, God knows, my Heart is ſomewhere 
elſe. All my Actions are out of their Natu- 
ral Byaſs, ſo long as I am Abſent from the So- 
P- | ciety of 7Trze Believers: 
#0. | Ina word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox; 
'a- | which Creature, when it-15' environ?d with: 
Hantſmen and! Dogs, counterfeits a Barking: 
rk JF like the Latter, and fo paſſes undiſcover'd for 
1y JF one of their Company. 


ts I Paris, 3d. of the gth. Afbor, 
& | of the Tear 1659« 
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7 LETTER: II. 


! [To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Se-- 
» cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


" Am at this: Time poſſels'd with more Ap= 
-* prehenfions and Jealoufies, than an Old- 
F | Þfdel Uſurer. My Lodging affects me with” 
- Eereater Melancholy , than would a Prifon.. 
? And my Uneaſfineſs is the ſame when I goourt- 
/ fot Doors: Every Body that meets me, looks: 
d Fettheras my Acca/er or my Judge : And fome- 
 Jappear as terrible as Execationers. By:Day, 
my Imagination torments me like a Fry ;: 

JB and by Night, I am affrigtited with Melan- 

J choly Yi/ions. I dream of Nothing but Racks;: 
Wheels, Saws, Gibbets, and: ſuch like Inſtru--- 
ments of Humane Cruelty. Or that I am- 

; | B. 5. U3-- 
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in ſome dark Dungeon, condemn'd to more 
Unſufferable Tortures, by Order of the State; 
with Cardiaal Aazarin,, fitring by me like 
a Spaniſh Inquiſitor, and in the molt Tyran- 
mnical Manner, threatning me with Pains, to 
which the Damn'd themſelves are wholly 
Strangers, if I will not confeſs what I am, 
and reveal the Secrets with which I am en- 
truſted. | 

The Occaſion of theſe Terrors which haraſs 
me Night and Day, is this: I have for Four 
or Five Days together, found my ſelf dogg d 
upand down Paris, by a Man whoſe Face I 
never ſaw before in my Life. Let me go 
where I will, he's always at ſome Diſtance 
from me. If I Rand fill. fo does he : Or if 
I turn back, he's quickly at my Heels. I have 
endeavour'd by all the Prudent Methods. I 
could take, to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, orin the Charches: But all in vain ; 
for {till I encounter with the fame Face. He 
purſues me like my Shadow, Neith;er Coach 
nor Boat, Land or Water, Houſe or Alley, 


can reſcue me from this Fellow's Eyes, who. 


. 1s more quick- ſighted than Argzs. and nim- 
bler than Mercury. He 1s very Cunning alfo 
- In this Buſineſs, and as dexrrous as a Jugler, 
conveying himſelt when he pleaics our ot my 
Sight ; yet preſently after, he's in View a- 
gain» And it 1 chance to loſe him in the 
Dark, I am fure to find him not far trom my 

Lodging next Morning. 
This 1s 1t which gives me ſo much Diſtur- 
bance, and pierces me with a Thouſand Anxie- 
les ;. 


\ 
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ties: For I know not what to conjecture of 

this Fellow's Defizgn- Sometimes I think he 

is employ 'd by Cardinal Mazarini to watch 

my Motions, obſerve' what Houſes and Com- 

pany I trequent, and trace me in all my Ap-- 
pointments. And I am the more confirm'd 

in this Suſpicion, when I reflect on my For- 

mer Impriſonment in-this City, and the Oc- 
calton of it» - B-tides, when I wenr .Yefſter- 
day to ſee Eliachim the Few, this Spark fol- 
lowed me near to the Noor: And tho'I tar- 
ried there Two full Hours, yer when I came 
out, I had not wajkd a Hundred Paces, be- 
fore I ſaw him again, footing it after me 1n a. 
Careleſs manner, with his Arms folded, and 
his Eyes fix'd on the Ground, as if he knew: 
Theſe are convin- 
cing Circumſtances, that- he is ſez at Work: 
by the Cardizal, or ſome Body elle, to difs 
cover my Bufineſs- 

But when on the other Side, I confider;. 
that if. the Cardina/ ſuſpected me, he might 
g0 a nearer Way to wori, and ſeize me in 
my. Chamber, where my. Letters would be- 
tray-me; this Thought yaniſaes, and I am at 
a Loſs what ro think: 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter 
I had once with my $:c:/:ia» Maſter, who 
ſtrove to fet the Rabble upon me 1n the 
Streets of Paris, but ray better Stars delivered 
me out-of his and their Hands, whil{t, for + 


. ought I know, hedrew. upon himſelf che Mit- 


chiet he:defign'd for me» However, when 1 


refleft on that Paſſage, I am apt to think he 
w; may 
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may be now in Parzs, and having by ſome 
Accident ſeen me go in or out at my Lodying, 
contrives how to revenge himſelf on me, and 
uſes this Fellow's Aſſiſtance in compaſlting 
his Ends. Perhaps, think I, he wHl cauſe 
me to be ſtabb'd or piſtoll'd at ſome conve- 
nient Seaſon ; Or, he will find out ſome o- 
ther Way, leſs noiſy and more malicious: to 
diſpatch me. It may be he ſeeks to entray 
me, and render me Obnoxious to the: Stare; 
I have a Thouſand Imaginations. about it, 
and know not what to conclude. I value 
not my felf, nor am I careful to prolong-a 
Miſerable Life for my own Sake. All thar F 
* can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
far ſhort of tempting me to skreen my ſelf 
from the Stroke of Death, by any Action Un- 
worthy of a Ph:/ofopher, and a Man. But the 
Duty and AﬀeCtion I owe to the Grand Sig- 
7107's Service, makes me willing to live, tilÞ 
L have acquitted my ſelf of my Province with 
perfect Succeſs, that ſo I may return to Coz- 
ſtantinople with Honor- And then -I care 
not how ſoon T poſt to that Unknown World, 
whereall the Generations of Mortals take up 
their Eternal Reſt: For in this there's No- 
thing but Labour and Grief- EO 

In the mean Time, I know not what Con- 
duct to uſe in this Emergency ; Whether I'd 
beſt to ſpeak to this Fellow, or diſſemble my 
Suſpicion ; Whether it will be ſafe to truſt 
this Event to- the General Providence, or to- 
ſacrifice him-that gives me fo much Diſquier, 


- . and fo ſecure my Peace. I couldeafily-have 


him 
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him diſpatch'd, without any farther Noiſe. 
But then my Conſcience would trouble me 
with After-Claps, left I ſhould have Murder'd 
a Man without Reaſon, which isexpreſly for» 
bid by the Acoray. Beſides, I.ſhould always 
ſtand 1n Fear of ſome Diſcovery. I proteft, F 
am at a Loſs for want of Ample-Inſtrudtions 
in ſuch Caſes as theſe. And I am weary of 
mentioning what I have fo. often intimated 
already to the A£4»:/ters of the Port, without 
any. Direct Anſwer. However, I will do 
what my Reafon ſuggeſts, and leave the E- 
vent to Deſtiny. | 

Happy 44:nifter, the Aﬀairs of this World 
are full of dark Windings and Zeanders;-and 
we have all need of a Guide.or a Clew to con- 
duct us through %m: May that Ommnipreſent 
aliſt us, whenever we are catch'd in a Knot, 
or loſt in a Labyrinth of Difficulties. 


Paris, 3d- of the gth. oor, 
of the: Tear 1659. 


LETTER 
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ToAbdelMelec Maul; Omar,Preſident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


bf Þ H Y Venerable Diſpatch 1 received with 
Kifſes, and a Tranſport of Joy. |] 
Thrice touch'd my Eye-lids with the Paper 
of High Eſteem, and as oft I laid it to my 
Breaft. I broke up the Seals with Modeſty 
and Reverence, and my Greedy Eyes--de- 
vour'd the Lines of Profound Wiſdom ; tlie 
Sentences and Aphoriſms worthy to be writcen 
in;Letters of Go/a.. Then 'twas I bicts'd rhe 
Hour of my Nativity, and the mote Happy 
Moment wherein I Firit had the Honor of thy 
Familiarity and Friendſhip : O thou Sincere 
and Eximious PatFor of ſuch as love the Sci- 
ences ! Renown'd for thy Learning and Pfo- 
bity of Manners! Prince of the Alfaqai's and 
Dottors ! Crown of the Sage Aſſembly of Phi- 
loſophers 1 Oracle of the Age ? h 
Glory be to God, who has neither Beginning 
nor End; Who alone poſl:fles the Infinite Ex- 
paniſe and Life Eternal ; Who is Ador'd by the 


Tababirants ot Hleaven, of Earth and of Hell. 


Benedictions 'on /Michael, Gabriel, Tſraphiel, 
Ithariel, Feremiel, Haſmariel, and on all the 


Happy Miniſters of his Diviae Majeſty ; as 


alſa on the Angel of Death. Peace to the 
True Believers on Earth, and Salvation to 
the Devils and Dartn'd, after they have ac- 

| compliſh'd 
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compliſh'd their Pevance in Hell, and the 
Term of Yrath ſhall be Expird. 

An Univerſal Charity dilates my Heart ; 
[ embrace with Love all the Creatures of God, 
This is owing to the Seaſonable Arrival of thy 
Letter : For at the Moment when that came, 
I was plung'd in fo deep a Melancholy, that 
I cou'd hardly afford a Kind Thought tor any 
Thing on Earth,andI perfectly hated my ſelf. 
I have theſe Fits of Sadneſs often, it being an 
Effect of my Conſtitution. 

At thote Seaſons Life appears an Inſuppor- 


| table Burden, and all the Buſtle and Noite of 


Mortals a Vain Fatigue- My Senſes, which 
at other Times adminiſter Delighr and Plea- 
ſure, are now the Inſtruments of Anguiſh and 
Pain» Every Thing 1 ſee and hear, difpguſts 
me- I abhor my Neceflary Food. Neither 
can the Sweeteſt Qdors , or Softelt Srrains-of 
Muſick bring, me into a better Temper ; Till 
Sleep Eclipſes the Light of my buſy Imagina- 
tion, and puts out every glaring Thought. 
Then my $041 takes her Repole: And ſtealing 
from my Hoay, enters into the Shady Vale 
of Viſions, and ſports with Innocent 1dea's. 
Thus having diverted my ſelf with jumbling 
Monſtrous Eſſences together, and hurling one 


_ Chimera at another, I return again to my 


Body, and Sighing awake, griev'd thatT cou'd 
not longer itay in that {c&-morld, where E 
cou'd have wiſh d my Refdence for Ever, 
rather than in ths, wiich gives me ſo. much 
Real Pain. Thus 1s my Angwſh renew'd. 
with the Morning Light is more Irkſom to 
me 
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me than Darkneſs, and the Day which bringsſ|t0 


Joy to other Mortals, is more terrible to me|a" 


than-Night, and the Shadow of Death. 

I complain to the Elements , but they will 
not hear or regard me» All Natzre ſeems to 
laugh at my AMiction, and the Beaſts of the 
Field triumph o'er me- As for Men, here are 
none but T»fidels, my profeſs'd Enemies: t6 
whom I can vent my Sorrows: And I'm 
aſham'd to make a Woman my Coxfeſſor, tho? 
'twere my own Mother, who lives in Pars; 
and daily ſees me. 

If in-this dolorous -Condition I prepare my 
felf with-the accuſtom'd Parifications-of the 
Law, and addreſs to the Omnipotent, Iknow 
not where- to find him-: His Efſexce is Un- 
ſearchable, - and- fhes from Human Thought. 
I call him aloud by his Ninety Nine Adorable 
Names, but receive no Anſwer. I repeat his 
Incomprehenfible Attributes, but all to no 
Purpoſe. In a Word, I fay and do all-that 

the Lawenjoyns, the Prophet counſels,: Holy 
Perſons recommend, or my own Reaſon ſug- 
geſts, as proper Means to obtain the Favor of 
Heaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity :-But 
find no Comfort» And, for ought 1 know, 
that Spaniard might as ſoon be heard, who 
being Ignorant what Form of Prayer to uſe, 
rehears'd the Four and Twenty Letters of the 
Alphabet, defiring God to form ſuch- Words 
cut of 'em, as beſt expreſs d the Petitioner's 
Neceſlities-.. 

I-tell thee, Illuſtrious Prelate , after I'mz 
tyr d with. Vocal Devotions,. I have Recourſe 


to. 


0\ 


hed 
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ingeto Contemplation. I examine my Palt Life, 
and find that I my ſelf am the Source of my 
own Melancholy, in not ſtrictly obeying the 
Law of the Prophet, the Precepts of the Se- 
ors, and the Dictates of my Conſcience : 
And allthis, for the Sake of Loyalty to the 
are | Grand Signtor, and in Confidence of the I{uj- 
t6 [tis Diſpenſation. Now I ask of thee, Whe- 
*m | ther it be Lawful to commit a Thouſand Yi- 
hot | ces, that I may only-acquit my felt fairly ia 
#5; | One Virtue ? Or, tothink,that in ſuch Caſes, 
the 1afti has Power to difannul the Exprels, 
1p | Poſitive Injunctions of our Holy Law-giver ? 
he | Is the Empire of the Faithful to be ferv'd by 
w- | the Infidelity and Prophaneneſs of A1»([u/- 
1- | 9415? Or the Truth to be ſupported by Lyes- 
t. | and Perjuries? 
le I tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall 
is | be in, when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, 
o | ThatI have preferr'd the Favour of Men, to 
r | the Smiles of Heaven. I know not what to 
y | do- Oh, that I were in the Parching De- 
- | arts of Libya, or any the moſt Unfrequented 


£ || Solitudeof. Egypt ! A Companion of Dragons, 
> | and other Horrid Monſters of Afr:ck-!. rather 
\ | than in this Sration, which renders my Life a 
; | Hell upon Earth, and torments me with Half 
| the Diſquiets of the Damn'd. 

But it this appears too Extravagant and 
Defperate a Thought, Iet-me at leaſt wiſh my 
ſelf at Fez, the meaneſt of thy Slaves, or of 
the Incomparable M4/# Abni Tahjan, of 
whom thy laſt Letter gave ſo high a Chara- 
Gter. I have addreſs. a. Di/patch ro him, 


hoping 
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hoping for the Honour of his Friendſhip ani 
Correſpondence. | 

Let not the Liberty T've taken to tell-the | 
of my Sadneſs, diſcourage thee from wri * 
ting : - 'But reſt aflur'd, that whenever thou F, 
ſhalt vouckfafe-me a Letter , tho''I. were 


in 'the Agonies of Death, 'twould call me R 
back again. 0 
Paris, 25th. of the gth. 2doon, 6 
of the Year 1659. < 
a Ke - 4 * ” 2 ' 
= 

LETTER IV. - 1 

- 

To the Kaimacham. . - | 

| 1 

| 


6 ep Naxzarenes we very Fertile 1n New 
Religions. Emnrope is a Wilderneſs'over- 
run with Monſtrous Sets and Herefres. Eve- 
ry Age produces freſh Pretenders to Prophecy 
and Devine Revelation. Error is Prolifick 
and mulriplies Infinitely , whilft Truth re- 
mains the ſame for Ever , 'and is compreglien- 

dedin a few Rules. | \ 35 
Cf lare Years there are a Sort of - People 
ſprung up m England, Holtand, Germany, and 
other Parts of the North, boaſting of a New 
Commiſſion given them from Heaven, to 
Preach the Everlaſting Truth , reform the 
Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead Peo- 
ple 'the only Infallible Way to Happineſs 
cir 
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MF Their Addreſs is Plain and Simple, Bold and 
the Uniform, uling no other Ceremonies or Com- 
wr: f pliments in their Diſcourſe or Carriage to Per- 
thor {00s of the Greateſt Qza/zty, than to the 
a 45tohh and .thoſe of the moſt Inferiour 
ank. 

7" They ſtile themſelves, The Trae Seed, the 
Offspring of Jacob, Jews of the Promiſe, 1/- 
raelites without Fraud , with ſuch like vain 
Titles; but by others they are Generally call'd 
Quakers, 

They fay the R:ng-Leager of this People, 
profefles himſelf to be the /Zef/zas, being in 
all Parts of his Body and Features of his 
Face like Je/#s the Son of A1ary : Or at leaſt 
tis obſery'd, That he exatbtly reſembles that 
Pourtraiture of him which Pablins Lontwlns 
ſent to the Senate of Rome out of Fadza, 
| when he was Govervor of that Province. 
-Wi Hence his Followers ſcruple not to call him 
Ml Feſ7rs, The Beauty of Ten T'rnſand, The Only 
" begotten Son of God, The Prophet who is to 
k Seal up all Things, the Prince of Peace, 
Ny King of 1/racl, Fudge, Conſolation and Hope 
| of the World. 

T When he travels, his D:/cip/es attend him 
ke bare-headed (which, thou know |, is a To- 
q ken of Reverence among the - Fr-a»ks) yer 
© | they never uncover to any other Mortal. He 
WJ rides on Horſeback, whilſt they walk on Foot 
, before, behind, and on each Side of him, 


ſpreading their Garments in the Way through 


| which he paſſes. The Hoots of his Beaſt 
tread 
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tread- only-.on Silks, or other Coſtly Stuffs. 
And as they. enter any. Town or City, they 
Chaunt aloud his Praiſes, proclaiming. him 
the Sor of David, and Heir of the Divine 
Promiſes. FR 

All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, 
boaſting of ſtrange Illuminations and Rap- 
tures, foretelling Things to. come, and re- 
proaching the Vices of Governors and the 
Greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs which has 
* but few Precedents. In a word, they every 
where preach, That God is laying the Foun- 
dation.of a New 1ovarchy, which ſhall de- 
ſtroy all the Reſt in. the World, and ſhall 
never have an Endiit (elf. 

This gives a Jealouſy to the States where 
they live, and therefore they are nerſecuted 
in all Places. Yet they appear- very conſtant 
in- their Sufferings, and tenacious of the Do- 

&rines they preach. 
' _ They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble 
one of our uſſulman Sefts , who aſſert , 
That, Jeſs the $oz of ary ſhall return 
again upon Earth : That he ſhall Marry and 
 beget Children, be Anointed Kg of the NNa- 

ti0n5:Who believe in Oe God, and in this Glo- 
rious State -ſhall reign Forty Years. After 
which he ſhall ſubdue Antichri/t, and then 
ſhall follow- the Diſſolution of. all Things. 
Yet the Orthodox Believers rejett this Tenet 
as Fabulous. Neither is there. any Counte- 


nance given to it in that Yerficle of the: Alco- 


ran, Where it is ſaid, Thow Mahomet /þalt ſee 
thy Lord return in the Clouds : Since that on- 


ly 


ewes us ans roads fron. yan > oo >, ww 
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ly-intimates the Glorious Deſcent which Ao. 


fes, Feſus and IAahomet ſhall make from 


Paradiſe , with Enoch, Elias, and the One 
Hundred Twenty Four Thouſand Prophets, 
to aſſemble the Elect-at the Day of Jude- 
ments 
If thou woud'ſt have my Opinion of theſe 
New Religioniſts in Enrope, and their Leader ; 
[ take him to be an /mpoſtor, and his Follow- 
ers to be either Fools or Mad-Men. Even juſt 
ſuch another Crew, as thoſe who follow'd 
Moſeileima, in the Days of *our Holy Law- 
Giver. This was an Arabian Impoſtor, who 
pretended to ſet up for a Prophet , and at- 
tempted to compoſe a Book like the Alcoran. 
But he was Infatuated with a Vain Arro- 
gance, and there was no Truth or Elegance 
in his 77/7:tings, no Juſtice on his Side, nor 
Underſtanding in him or his Party. To be 
ſhort, both he and they were all cut to pieces 
in the- Vale of Akreb, by the Troops of Abz- 
Bacroſſadic, the Firſt Cailiph. | 
As to theſe Modern Sedacers, they are not 
Men of Arms, but a Herd of Silly, Infigni- 
ficant People, aiming rather to heap up Ri- 
ches in Qbſcurity, than to acquire a Fame by 
any Heroick wv 28 They are Gene- 
rally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are ob- 
ſery'd to be very Punctual in their Dealings, 
Men of few Words in a Bargain , Modeſt 
2nd Compos'd in their Deportment, Tempe- 
rate in their Lives, and uſing great Frugality 
in all Things. In a word, They are ſingularly 
Induſirious, ſparing no Labour or Pains to 
| encreaſe 
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encreaſe their Wealth ; and fo Subtle and In- 
ventive, that they wou'd, if poſſible, extract 
Gold out of Aſhes. I know none that excel 
them in theſe Characters, but the Jews and 
the Banians. The Former being the Craftieſt 
of all Men, and the Latter ſo ſuperlatively 
Cunning , that they will over-reach the 
Devil, 

Bur theſe are no Signs of a Pure Religion; 
For that only preſcribes the Methods of with- 
drawing and ſeparating the Soul from rhe 
Contagion of Earrchly Things, and of uniting 
it to the Dezty, which is its Soxrce. 

Illuſtrious Kaimacham, I bid thee Adieu, 
praying that thou and I may at laſt meet in 
that Center of all Things, after our Various 
Epicycles and Excurfions in this Lower 
World. _ | 


Paris, 15th of 2he 11the 2400p, 
of the Tear 1659. 


| 
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| Sent a Ds/patch ſome oons paſt to the 
Cadileſquer of Romeli, Guardian of the 
Imperial Canons, Interpreter of the Laws of 
Equity ; wherein I inform d him of the Ad- 
vances that. were made in Ofder to a Peace 
between France and Spain. Now I can aflure 
thee, that Peace 1s concluded, and the Ar- 
ticles Sign'd on both Sides by the Two Plent- 
potentiaries, 
| I need not repeat what I particularly rela- 
ted to that Grarvdee, My Letters are all pub- 
liſh'd in the Divan, and Regiſter'd. Yet it 
will not be unwelcom: perhaps - to thee, to 
hear with what Niceneſs of P:-&i/o, theſe 
Infidel Miniſters met to accompliſh an At- 
fair, whereon depends the Intereſt and Honor 
of their Reſpeive 1aſters . the Happineſs 
of the Two, &ngaoms, and the General Byaſs 
of all the Beſts 5h nhl 073 FY 10 
There is a little 1Nand form'd by the River 


| Bidaſſoa, calld the Iſle of. Pheaſants, through 


the Middle of which, a Line 1s drawn which 
exactly ſeparates the Territories of both 46- 
varchs, This Place was apreed- on for the 
Interview. of . the Two A£»:fters. Each had 
his Bridge: to enter- the [and in that Part 
which belong'd to his 2aſter.” And over the 
Line of Separation was erebted a large Divan 

EEOC) or 
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or Conncul- Room, to be enter'd only by Two 


Private Doors, one out of Carainal Maze 


7111's Lodgings, raisd on the French Side of 
the Comncil- Room, the other out of Don Loxis 
= Aro's Apartment, built on the Spani/þ 
Sides: -- © 

Each of theſe 1£4:»iters was accompany?d 
by ſeveral Princes, and Granatces of the Conrt, 
and above Sixty other Perſons of Lal), 


with a Guard of Four Hundred Horſe and 


Foot, to ſecure their _ , and the Place 
of Conference. In a word, Things were ma- 
nagd with ſo much Moderation and good 


Succeſs, that the Idareſchal de Gramont was 
ſent Embaſſador Extraorainary into Spain,and 


receiv'd at that Coxrt with Infinite Civilities 
and Honour. 

The Subje&t of his Negotiation, was to treat 
of a Match between the King his 7aſter,and 
the Infarta of Spain. Fis Conduct and Ad- 
dreſs were ſuch, as ſoon procur'd the Catho- 


lick King's Conſent : And from that Time | 


the Marſhal approach'd the Infanta with 
more than ordinary Submiſſions, eſteeming 


her now as the Pxeen of France. Soon after 


this', the Naptial Contract , and the Peace 
was mutually Sign'd, to the Immenſe Joy of 
the Subjetts of both Sides, who were very glad 
to exchange the Toils and Calamities'of Yar, 
for the Sweets and Profit of Peace. 

-It will be needleſs to inſert here all the 4-- 


ticles on which they agreed. - Two will be. 


worth-the Knowledge of the Supreme Diva. 
And thole axe,the Releaſe of Charles Dake of 


Lorram,. 


Ju 


». rat 4090 3 a 


Jo RE, 


we 


Vol.VI. aSpyat PARIS. 25 


Lorrain, on the Spaniſh King's Side; Andon 
the Part of the King of France, the Reſtau- 


K ration of the Prince of Conde to the Free Poſe 


ſeffion and Enjoyment of all his Eſtates, Ho- 
nours, Dignities and Privileges, as the Fir/# 
Prince of the Royal Blood, with the Goverx- 
ment of the Provinces of Bourgoigne and 
Breſſe. 

A little before theſe Articles were Sign'd, + 
the Young Prince of Spain dy d ſuddainly, 
not having ſeen Twelve A£o7s. I mention'd 
the Birth of this Royal Infant in one of my 
Letters, and the Extraordinary Solemnities 
that were made thereupon by the K:zg of 
Spain, and his Embaſſadors at Foreign Courts. 
Theſe 7-fidels appear in all Things too pailio- 
nately affected with the Glories of our Mortal 
State, which at the Height are bur Trantlient 
Shadows, or ſomething leſs Confiderable. 

I'm amaz'd at the bold Rebellion of the 
Baſſa of Aleppo, and that he ſhou'd endea- 
vour to cheat the Empire with ſo ſtale an Im- 


poſture, as a Sham-Son of Amrrat. Yet it 


ſeems he made a Conſiderable Progreſs under - 
this Pretence. Some were glad of Novelty, 
others were frightned out of their Allegiance: 
Whilſt only a few ſerv'd his Intereſt in pure 


Diſcontent and Hopes to mend their Forrune. 


The Country People are generally oppreſs'd 
by their Governonrs, and 'tis no Wonder if 
they take up Arms for on2 that promiles to 
deliver 'em from their Calamities, Thus is 
the Uſual Pretext of all Innovations in the 
State. The Soldiers alſo _ detrauded of _ 

| ue 
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due Pay; and then they're ready to Fight un. 
der the next Gezeral that brings moſt Money 
with him. Neither are there wanting Malgl; 
contents among the Granates at ſuch Times, 
to foment and abett an 1»/arrection. 

All theſe Events proceed from the I1I Con- 
du&t of the Supreme Miniſters, who alone 
are Reſponſible for the Miſcarriages of the 
State. 

Iluftrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the 
Ottoman Government is out of Order ; I wiſh 
Fate does not pull it in Pieces, as a Neceſlary 
Step to its Amendment. Adieu. 


Paris, 2d. of the laſt Icon, 
of the Tear 1659. 


LETTER vi 


To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


I Wiſh thee all imog_— oy of thy New 
Digmty; yet queſtion , whether thou or 
thy Preaeceſſor be the Happier Man. Tis a 
vaſt Honour indeed, and attended with Im- 
menſe Profit, to ſerve in this Star: the moſt 
High, moſt Potent and moſt Invincible 4- 
arch on Earth. Bur at the ſame Time, there's 
Infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with Abun- 


dance of Perils. From all which the Fortu- 
. Nate 
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nate 14z/# is now deliverd, and they are 
become thy Portion, 
As for him, I cannot but eſteem him 


Happy, in that he has got Permiſſion to re- 


tire to his Conntry-Seat, out of the Crowd and 
Noiſe of the City, and from the Stifling Buſi- 
nefles of State, which choak the more Inno- 
cent and Natural Delights of the Svz/, Now 
he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to 
himſelt ; whereas before, the perpetual Hurry 
of the Court, made him in Part a Stranger to 


Both: For there a Man inſenfibly lofes Ac- 


uaintance with his own moſt Intimate Aﬀe- 

ions: His Spirit is alienated amidſt the 
Multiplicity of his Concerns ; 'tis ſtretch'd on 
the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares and Inqui- 
etudes; *tis divided, ſhatter'd and rent in 
Pieces. 

Beſides, were he as free from theſe diſtra- 
ing Thoughts as a Sarntore; yet the very 
Neceſſity of lving always in a City, was 
enough to render him Miſerable. For I eſteem 
ſuch a Confinement, no better than a Priſon 
at Large; and not far from being buried 
Alive. | 

'Tis true, Conſtantinople has the Advantage 
of all the Cities in the World, for rhe Delight- 
fulneſs of its Situation ; the Houſes being ſo 
pleaſantly intermix'd with fair Gardens, and 
the Streets refreſh'd with cool Breezes from 
the Sea Ir looks at a Diſtance like a Town 
in a Wood ; or one may term it, a Foreſt 
compos'd of Minarets and Cyprefles- The 
Terraſles afford agreeable Proſpets of the 

| | C 2 Neigh- 
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Neighbouring Fields and Mountains : And 
"cis pleaſant to ſtand on the Water: Side, and 
view the Innumerable Variety of Boats and 
Veſſels Sailing from one Port to another, 
with all the other Divertiſements on the Sea, 
and the Beautiful Mixture of Palaces and 
Groves, Chioſcs and Gardens, Serag/io's and 
Villages which grace the Oppoſite Shores. O 
Queen of Cities, Miſtreſs of Kingdoms, Glory 
of Nations, Commanareſs and Santtuary of 
the 7hole Earth! Thrice Happy ſhou'd I 
count my ſelf, if I might have the Favour 
to reſide within thy Venerable Walls, a ex- 
change the polluted Society of zfidels, for 
_ that of Trae Behevers. 
How often do I languiſh to ſee the Glit- 
tering Creſcents, the Triumphant Enfigns of 
the Ottomans, on the Tops of the Minarets 
-. in the /mperial City 2 How oft do I with my 
ſelf proſtrate on the Carpets of the Sacred 
I” , In the devout Aflemblies of the 
Faithfal, Adoring the Eternal in Perfection 
of Sanitity? Whereas, now I'm forc*d to go 
into the Temples of Iaolaters, to kneel and 
bow down before Stocks and Statwes, to joyn 
ſeemingly with Vnbtelevers, and pray to that 
which has no Life, nor Sence, nor Power. 
How do I envy the Blefled State of the 
meaneſt Artizan in Conſtantinople, who daily 
feeds on the wholeſom P:U{aw of the Eaſt, 
and drinks the delectable S$herbets , or Wa- 
ters tinctur'd with rhe Rich Fruits of Greece > 
Whereas, I am compell'd to eat /47eats for- 
bidden by our ly Prophet, and to render my 


Soul 
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Soul Execrable by an Impure and Prophane 
Diet, or [ muſt Starve. . For, thefe Onc:7- 
camcis'd are more Abominable than Ravens 
and Vultures, ro whom the moſt filthy Car- 
1:08 1s a Dainty- And to cloak rheir Un- 
cleanneſs, they corrupt their own Goſpel, and 
forge a Toleration from the /e/tas himſelf. 
As it that Floly Prophet, who in every the leaſt 
Tittle obey'd the Law of ſes, and et 
himielt as an Example fer his Followers to 
1mitate, coud be guilty of Contradicting 
thoſe Divine Precepts, and running Counter 
to his own Practice , in recommending V- 
cleauneſs and Libertiniſm. No: the Admi- 
rable $9# of ary, was the moſt Temperate 
and Abſtemious Man in the World, and both 
in his Words and Actions preach?d up thoſe 
Vertues to others ; having often exprelly 
declar'd ro his Diſciples, That he came not 


to aboliſh the Law, but to refine and per- 
felt ite 


He was Circamcisd on the Eighth Day 
after his Natizity, according to the Injun- 
Aion of Aſes, and the conſtant Practice of 
the $95 of 1/-ael. In a Word, through the 
whole Courte of his Life, he never deviated 
from the Tradi:ions of his Fathers, the Se- 
ors of the Houſe of Facob. 

'Tis true, he frequently argued againſt the 
many Trivial Szper/titions of the Phariſees, 
who evacuated the more Eſſential Points of 
the Law, by ſuperinducing a Number of In- 
Hgnificant Ceremonies : But he never open'd 
his Mouth againſt any Poſitive Precept 3 

| C 3 ſuch 
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{uch as were thoſe which limited the Choice 


they were to make of eats, diſtinguiſhing 
the Impare from the Clean. Yet, the Chre- 
ftians delude themſelves with a Falſe Belief, 
that he gave 'em a Diſpen/ation to eat any 
Thing without Caution or Reſervee 

Hence it is, that they defile rhemſelves 
with Swines- Fleſh and Creeping Things, and 
Bled is in all their Diſhes. They ſcruplenot 
co eat of that which died of it ſelf, and banquet 
as freely with what was -knock'd down or 
ftrangl'd, as we wou'd do with the F!e/h of a 
Beaff that was kill d in Pronouncing the 
Name of God. The Shamwbles here afford no 
other Proviſion but ſuch as this ;. and he that 
will nor. Ear that which is an Abomination 
to a uſulmay, muſt be contented with 
Herbs. This I reckon as one of the Greateſt 
_ of my Misfortunes, and it makes me burn 
with Deſire to return to Conſtantinople. 

Yet, after all, I ſhou'd think my ſelt far 


more Happy, if I might have the Liberty to- 


ſpend the Reſt of my Days in my Native 
Country : So great an Admirer I am of a Ru- 
ral Life, and Solitude. And 'ris for this Rea- 
{on,-I count thy Predeceſſor a Happy Man, in 
having the Privilege of a ſweet Retirement ; 
where he may take Breath from the vain Im- 
portunity and Buſtle of Mortals. 

In the mean Time, there isa Species of Fe- 
licity in thy Employment : And thou can'ſt 
not be call'd Miſerable , ſo long as thou ac- 
quitteft thy ſelf fairly, and enjoyeſt the Fa- 
vour of thy Sovereign. 

; I perceive 
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I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curi- 
pus to know the Charatters of Foreign States, 
with the various [ztereſts of Nazarene Prin- 
ces; The Intrignes of theſe Weſtern Courts ; 
Their Overtares of Peace and War; And 
the different Laws, /daxims and Cuſtoms by - 
which the Peopleare Govern'd. 'Thy Conver- 
ation with Embaſſadors at the Pore, will fur- 
niſh thee with Abundance of Uſeful Remarks 
in this Kind : But, fince thou requireſt me to 
ſend my Obſervations. will hereafter obey thy 
Commands in Succeſſive Letters.. For, this is 
too large a Theme for one Diſpatch. 

At preſent,thou mayſt receive and Regiſter 
for true News, Thar the Peace between France 
and Spain has been Sign d by both Kgs, and 
Solemnly publiſh'd throughout their 7errzco- 
ries, with Inexpreffible Joy and Magnificence. 

Itis certain alſo, that rhe King of Sweden is 
dead, and the Dxke of Orleans, Uncle to the 
French King : Which has in ſome meaſure 
quality'd the Mirth of the French on this Occa- 
fon. Aſſuredly, Humane Afﬀairs are Equally 
checquer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſscomes 

-not to us in Pure Unmix'd Streams. Death 
keeps an even Pace, and knocks as boldly at 
the Gates of Kings, as at the Cottages of the 
Adeaneft Slaves. 

It .is the Part of aWiſe Man tobe alwaysre- 
fign'd toHeaverand prepar'd for the wort E- 
vents : As for the Beſt,they never come amils- 


Paris, 17th. of: the 3d. cor, | 
of the Tear 1660» 
| C4 LETTER 


LETTER VII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Hall I converſe with thee, as Horace us'd. 


to do with his Friends over a Glaſs of Ge- 
nerous Wine? Let us lay afide Maſques for 
a while , and diſcourſe. with open, Souls. I 


believe thou haſt as. equal a Veneration for 


- our Holy Prophet, as I : and haſt been Edu- 
cated in all the Tendernefles of Piety, the 
Niceties of Divine Love, as our ollahs are 
pleas'd to call it. We have been both of us 


Careful to riſe before the Sz», and ſay our - 
Orasi/ons every Morning in a Demy-Trance, 


that 1s, Half a ſleep, and Half a-wake. This, 


no doubt, 1s a neceſſary Point of Piety- And 


we have been no. leſs ſollicitous in obſerving 
the other Foxr Hours of Prayer. Either of 
_ vs woui'd have counted it an Irreligious Neg- 
ligence, if we had ſeen a Piece of Paper on 
the Ground, and had not ſtoop'd to take it 


up, with Reverence wiping off the Dirt, and 


kifling the Tabala Raſa, on which Men uſe 


to write the Name of God. As if 'twere not - 


an Equal Argument of Refpe&t, to ſecure 
from Prophanation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or 
any Thing whereon ?rwere poſſible to En- 
graveor Print the A#- 175ſterions Charatters; 
Nay, or the very $ands themſelves, which, 
as ſome ſay, were the Firſt Books on Earth. 
However, if they were not the Firſt, —wy 
ure 
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ſure that in very Early Ages, Men us'd to 
ftamp their /demoirs, or draw them out in 
perceptible Figures on the Surface of the 
Earth : Witneſs the Old Ship- wreck'd Ph. 
loſopner, who being caſt aſhore in an V- 
4 | known Land, ſoon trac'd out the Manners of 
. | the People, by certain Afathematical Im- 
prefſions which he found in the Saas : For, 
7 |} he concluded theſe to be the very Foot-ſteps 
of Humanity and Vertue. But, to return to 
the Bus'neſs of Religioy : We have been Obe- 
dient to the Inſtructions of our Fathers and 
' Tutors ; Zealous in obſerving every Pauttilio 
of T7ad:tional Piety. We have Faſted, Pray d, 
Waſh'd, and given Alms, at the Appointed 
Seaſons, and in the Manner preſcrib'd by the 
Law, All theſe, I own, are Commendable 
Exerciſes. Bur, methinks, they are not the 
Solid and Subſtantial Parts of 77#e Religion. 
I hate Hypocriſy, and the devout Wanton- 
neſs of thoſe, who think to mock God with 
. Cedemonies and Empty Forms, It were much 
better to mix with the /do/atrous Rites of 
Bacchas (if they deſerve that Epithet ) and 
rant in Honour of Eternal Wine, talk Repu- 
ted Blaſphemy, and reform the Model of the 
Univerſe; I ſay, I'd chulſe to do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat my ſelf with Empty 
Hopes of gaining Paradi(e, for ating to the 
Life, the Shams of Pious Mimickry. 
I would not have thee chink, that what 
I have now faid, proceeds from any Contempt 
of the Erernal A1ajeſiy: 


C4. By 


- 
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By thoſe fair Heavevs above, and all the 
Tmmorta! Spangles of the Sky, I ſwear, there's 
not a Faculty in Aahmrnt's Soul, which is 
not filld with Gratitude and Veneration, 
which does not burn with Flames of Sacred 
Loveto the Adorable Fountain of All Things, 
In a word, I only ſtrive to reſcue my Friend 
from the Attempts of Piows Frauds , the 
Religious Burleſques of our Mollah's and 
Aufti 5. | 

Believe, my Dear Dg»et, That there is a 
God, a Firſt Canſe, a Fuſt Fudge preſiding 0- 
ver the World : Believe alſo his Prophet, the 
Holy, the Beloved, 2ahomer, the 11:n105, 
as I may ſay, of the Omnipotent. But, have 
ſome Faith alſo for the Reſt of his eſſes- 
gers,and Favorrites, Let not Hal; be thought 
of, without ſome Inward Flurry's of Dewe- 
250% He was a uſſulmarn, and the Fourth 
Caliph, tho' his Followers be damn'd Heretichs 
in our Divinity, Had Right taken Place, 
perhaps he-had been the F:r/# of the Vicars, 
but his Cauſe was ſuperſeded by his Abſence. 
Let him, and that, reſt till the Final 1nqzi- 
fition: And acknowledge, that I have faid too 
little for a Sch;az, and not too much for a 
Sunnte : 

I know no Reaſon. alſo, why we ſhou'd 
not reverence the 1emories of Mercury, Or- 
phens, Caamus, Meliſſus, Faunus, and the 
Reſt of the Ancient Sages and Laweivers, 
who. Inftruted the Nations of the Earth in 
the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to A- 
dore One Supreme God, to believe the —_— 
Fanuty 


( 
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tality of the Soul, and to praftiſe Good: 
Works, 

What, tho the Ceremonies of their 7or- 
ſhip were different from ours, and perhaps 
polluted with an Unjuftifiable Adoration of 
Images ? What tho' their A/tars reek'd with 
the Blood of (lain Beaſts, and ſometimes 
ſmoak'd even with Hamane Sacrifices? Theſe 
Barbarons Rites were not Inſtituted by theFir/# 


. Oracles of Religion, Hlluminated Souls, Nan- 


tio's from God to this Lower Yorld: But, they 
were afterwards ſuper. induc'd through the 
Corruption of Times, the Avarice of Prieſts, 
and the Superſtition of the People» And for 


ought we know, our own H:ftorians have not- 


been Impartial in relating the Truth. 

There is an Innate Envy between People 
of different Families and Nations. Both Fez 
and our Fathers that deſcend from Abraham 
by Iſmael, and the Jews who are his Pofte- 


_ rity by I/aac, have been too favourable to the 


Offspring-of that Beloved of God, We gene- 
rally entertain and cheriſh a Specifick Pride on 
the Score of our 1llzſtrious Pedigree : Eſpe- 
cially the Jews, who will not allow any Pec- 
ple on Earth to be their Equals,cither in Point 
of Antiquity, the Nob:/ity of their Race, or 
the Innamerable Multitade of their Brethren: 
Whereas they conſider not, that they are - 
diſpers'd up and down over the whole Earth, . 
like _ without a Shepherd, not permitted 
to poſleſs a Cubit of Land which they can call 


.their own : Contemn'd, hated, and made a 


Proverbial Scoff among all Natsons:: Infa- 


MLOUS: - 


|. 
mous Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves, and Pimyy 
to other Men's Pleaſures : Men of no Fame & 
Character : Finally, in their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, the moſt Spurious and Tgnoble of all 
the Sozs of Adam, except the Kafars of Ethio. 
pia, who feed on the Gxts and Dang of 
Beaſt s. 

'Tis true indeed , their Anceſtors made a 
Confiderable Figure in the World in the Days 
of $9/50% and other Victorious Kings, during 
their Poſſeffion of Paleftive. And yet 1 
thoſe very Times, they were often humbled 
and led away into Captivity, by the more 
Fortunate Kings of Babylon, Perſia and A/- 
fria, and afterwards ſubdu'd by the Grec:- 
415; till at laſt they were torally Ruined, 
their Citzes laid Waſte, their Temple burnt 
to Aſhes, and their Comntry quite difpeopled 
by the Romans. 

If we aſcend yet higher to their Celebra- 


ted Aigration out of Egypt, of which their 


own Hi/torians make ſuch a Noiſe, and tell fo 
many Fabulous Wonders We ſhall find a 
very Mean and Contemptible Character given 
of 'em by Egyptian Writers, and thoſe of 0- 
ther Natzons, Men of as Great Authority, as 
Toſepins, or any other Jewiſh Hiſtorian. Aa- 
ethos a Prieſt of Egypt, calls 'emm a Crew of 


Leproas and Naſty People, and ſays, they were 


expelld the Conmntry by Amenophis then 
Retgning, and driven into Syria; their Cap- 
rain being ſes, an Egyptian Prieſt. Alike 
Relation we have from Cheremon, an Au- 
ror of good Credit among the Greeks, who 

tELLS 
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tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Lepers were 
forcibly baniſh'd out of Eg pt, under the Con- 

du&t of 7:/fithen and Peteſerh (i. e.) Moſes 
and Aaron. And tho' other Y/iters ditter 

in the Name of the King then Reigning in 

Egypt, yet all agree in aflerting the 1ſrae/ites 
to be a Naſty Sort of People, over-run with 
Scabs and Ifeftions Boils, and that they were 
eſteem d the Scam and Filth of the Nation. 
Tacitus, 'a Roman Writer, of Unqueſtionable 
Authority ; adds, That Ao/es, one of the 
Exil a Lepers, being a Man of Wit and Re- 
putation among them, when he ſaw the Grief 
and Confufton of his Brethren, bid them be 
of good Cheer, and neither trutft the Gods or 
7en of Egypt, but only confide in him, and 
obey his Counſel : For that he was ſent trom 
Heaven to be their Condor out of rhis Ca- 
lamity, and to Protect them from all their 
Enemies» Upon which the Pecp/e not know- 
ing what Courſe to take, ſurrendred them- 
ſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal, from which 
Time he became their Captain and Lawerver, 
leading them through the Deſarts of Aravza, 


where they committed greatRapine and Spoil, 


putting Man, Woman and Chiid to the 
Sword, burning their Cities, and iaying all 
Things deſolate. Dear Dgner, What couid be 
{aid worſe of a Company -ot Keovbers and Bans 


ai? 


Aofes is gone to Paraaiſe, and when I 
mention his Name, 1t is with a profound Re- 
verence ; for, he was the Greateit of the Ay- 
cient 
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cient Prophets. Yet give me Leave to haveſye 
fome Regard for my own Reaſon: He was. 
but a Afortal as well as I ; and without doubt, 
was not exempt from Humane Frailties. He 
had the Advantage. to be Educated in the 
College of the Royal Prieſts at IAemphis, 
which none of his Nation could boaſt of be- 
ſides himſelf. Sufter me: to tell thee my 
Thovghts frankly, and without Diſguife. 1a- 
- Lick and Aſtrology were the only Sciences then 
in Vogue : And he being perfe&tly vers'd in} , 
all. the AZyſteries and Secrets of Egyptian || ;, 
Wiſdom, 'twas no hard Task for him to poſ- 
fels the Rude and Ignorant Sos of Facob, | 
with a profound Attach and Veneration for || |, 
his Perſon: And in that diſtreſs'd Condition, if ( 
to mold their flexible Spirits to what Difſci- || , 
pline he pleas'd. 

Suſpe6t me not for an fide! or an Athei/t, || 1 
becaule I diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have 
heard ſome of our lahs, fay a great deal 
more in- their Private Converſation. And *tis 
a ſuperſtitious Timorouſneſs, not to be bold 
in the Exerciſe of our Reafon, which taught 
even the Prophet /fo/es himfelf,, the Methods 
of Conqueſt, and getting a Fame which ſhould 
know no End- | 

F am not Ambitious, nor-would F tempt 
thee to aſpire at an undue Grandeur: But let 
us not be lefs than our ſelves, that is, Men, 
There isno reaſon we ſhould be impos'd upon 
by Fabulous Reports of Interefsd and: De- 
figning Priters: Or that we ſhould give 
Fatth to every Credulous FooL Deen | 

| & | 
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IaVe here were many Nations eſtabliſh'd on Earth 
Was ſbefore the 1/raeclites ; and Great Prophets,who 
ere not of the Lineage of Abrahim, The 
Date of the Olympiads is much more certain 
to a Day, nay, to an Hour, than the Hejira 
of the /raelites: ſince the Former is Demon- 
Ffrrated by the Eclzp/es of the Sun and oor, 
Ny Finterwoven by the Gentile Hiſtorians, in the 
1a- Body of their F:/tory; whereas the Latter is 
en Bf defetive in- this Material Point, and is ex- 
| bo. posd to a Thouſand Diſputes among 7r:- 
an ters. | 

of My Friend, Iet not thou and Il trouble our 
9, | ſelves with Needleſs Controverſies, or be Zea- 
Or F lous for Things of no Moment ; but Adoring 
,F One God, and believing what is Rational, we 
i- F may poſlefs our Soxls in Tranquility,and Peace. 


', Paris, 11th. of the 5th. Ifoon, 
CY of the Year 1660. 
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T 0 the Kaimacham. 


AT length, after a long Alienation, the. 


\ Prince of Conde is reſtord to the 
King's Favour : For which, he is oblig d to 
the King of Spain. I have already intimated 
in one of my Letters, That this was agreed on 
in the Treaty of Peace between th:ſe Two 
Crowns, as an Article Equivalent to that of 
the Dake of Lorrain's Releaſe, ſollicited by 
the King of France. Now 'tis put in Execu- 
tion, and the Rebel. Prince 1s receiv d with A- 
bundance of Carefles, by the King, Qnueen- 
Mother, Cardinal Mazarini, and the whole 
Conn 
.« He 1s counted the Valianteſt Man of this 
Ape ; and was ſo pronounc'd long ago by the 
Atareſchal Turenne, who is a Souldier of no 
mean Character, borh for his Judgmenr and 
. Courage. He was once extremely belov'd by 
all ths Freuch. Bur his Wildneſs and Incon- 
ſtancy, with che Deftruttive EffeRts of the 
Civil Wars which he rais'd, chang'd their Af- 
fetions for a while into Indifference, Cold- 
nels, and Ill-Will. Bur now all's well a- 

alle. 
- He and his Brother the Price of Coxt?, ſel- 
dom agree'd, being often the Heads of Con- 
trary Parties, during the /A7:z07ity of this 
King. And the Younger being crump- bow 
: era, 


= —_——— dy --”- 


” ee ba - % . ad RY a. WW 


/F. 


OO 


Vol.VI. a Spy at PARIS. qr 


der'd, Conde usd to be a little Sarcaſtick up- 
on him, threatning to ſhave his uncourtly 
Back into the Faſhiori with his Sword. | 

It is certain, the Prince of Conde was very 
wild and profuſe when Young, but now he 


| begins to take ſoberer Meaſures. During his Fa- | 
I ther's Life, he was call'd the Duke of Engaiens 


And to refle& on the Parſimony of the Old 
Prince, he us'd to take ſeveral Handfuls of 
Gold with one Hand, and fill a Purſe, ſay- 
ing, This is my Father's Pratice. Then he 
would turn the Purſe up-fide down with 
tother Hand, and ſcattering the Gold among 
his Favorrites, would add, This is my Fli- 
WMOHUT s 

Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a 
Town in Fraxce, under his Father's Govern- 
ment ; the Chief agi/trate of the Place, 
who was an Qld Man, met him and begun 
to make an Oration with rhe beſt Rhetorick he 
could. But the Prznce being in a Frolickiom 
Humor, took Advantage of a very low Conge 
the Old Gentleman made him, and hjeap'd 
over his Head, and ſtood ſtill behind him. 
The aziftrate not taking any Notice of this 
wild Prank, turned very gravely about, and 
addreſs'd himſelf with a new Obeiſfance, but 
not ſo low as the Former. However, the 
Nimble Prince catch'd him upon rhe Halt- 
Bent, and ſerting his Hands on the Old 44n- 
fiear's Shoulders, whipt over again tie ſecond 
Time; Which quite ſpoil'd his intended 
beech, to the great Diverſion of all the Spe-. 


In 
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In his Youth, he was much addifted to 
Women, and took a peculiar Delight in de- 
bauching NVzns : Which occafion'd the 
Bueen-Mother to refleft on him ſomething 
Satyrically once, when he inform'd her that 
the $::ſe Souldiers were guilty of great Diſf- 
orders, ſome of them getting into the N#». 
aeries, and violating the Chaſtity of thoſe 
Conſecrated Females. For the Queer re- 
plied, If yore had told me they broke into the 
Wine-Cellars, I wonld: believe you; for the 
Saiſſes are all known Drankards. Bit as for 
Amours with Nans, none is ſo likely to make 
*em as the Duke of Enguien- | 
| However, all that I have ſaid, hinders not 
but that he is now a Prudent Man, a good 
General,” and Fortunate in recovering his $9 

_ vereigws Favour. | | 
In a Word, this Cort is ſo overjoyed at the 
Marriage of their Ki»g with the Infanta of- 
| Spaiz, that they have no Room left for pee- 
' viſh Reſentments. All Crimes are forgiven; 
And the Devil himſelf would be welcome at 
| the Pedaing, provided he would be debonair, 
and good Company. | | 

The Nuptials are only Celebrated Ly Proxy 
as yet- But here are vaſt Preparations making 
for the compleating the Ceremony. 

What the Iſſue of this Marriage and Peace 
will be, *tis noteaſy to divine : But I doubt, 
the Chr:ftians are hatching Evil againſt the 
Ottoman Port, in Regard all the Princes in 
Exrope, are coming to an Agreement. 


H 1 
Illuſtrious 
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Illuſtrious Kaimacham, Let not this Inti- 


Wnation paſs ;away as a Dream. ForT tell 


hee again , theſe Tnfide/s are plotting of 
ſi chief- | : 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 7th. ov, 
of” the Tear 1660s 
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LETTER IX. 
To the ſame. 


] Believe thou wilt now receive from me the 

earlieſt News of a Mighty Change, a Sur- 
prizing Revolution in the Exg/i/4 Goverment» 
Know then, that he whom I have fo often 
mention'd under the Title of K»g of the 
Scots in my Former Letters, the Eldeſt Son 
and Righttul Heir of the Brir:s/þ Kingaoms, 


ff Charles IT. is reſtor'd to the Throne of his Fa- 


ther's, without Violence or Blood-ſhed, by 
the Unanimous Conſent, and Earneſt Defire 
of his Sabjetts. 
This Young Prince has been an Exile for 
Twelve Years in Foreign Coxvts.,and has heard 
of as many ſeveral Alterations in the State of 
his Dominions, during his Abſence ; every 
Change producing a New Form of Govern- 
ment, The Rebels had run over all Ar:/to- 
te's Politicks, and the Various Models of 


"| Plato and other Philoſophers, who treated of 
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Common-Wealths, to find out ſuch Patterns ag 
beſt ſuited-with the Neceffities and Genizs of 
that Nation. There is not a Species of Ariſte. 
cracy, Democracy and Oligarchy, which they 
did not put in Praftice to ſupport the Frame 
of that Government, whoſe Baſis they had x, 
removd ; for it was founded on a Monarchy ry 
of a long and Heredirary Deſcent» And 
therefore all their moſt Artificial Contrivances 
were Ineftectual, and they might as well have 
endeavoured to make Buttrefles for a Caitle in 
the Air. In a Word, the Exg!iſþ tound them- 
{elves ſo disjointed and: weaken'd by Civil 
Wars, Taxes, and the other Uſual Effetts 
of Uſurpation. and Tyranny, that they had 
no other Way left to ſave their. Nation from 
'utter Ruine, but by bringing their Lawful 
King back again, who is the Angular Stone 
w_—_— all their Welfare and Intereſt is 
built. 
. There is one Thing Remarkable in this 
Tura of Eng//þ Afﬀeairs, That their Sove- 
reign landed and made his Triumphant Entry 
mro that land, on the Anniverſary Day of 
his Birth. Which purs me in Mind of what 
is Genera:ly diſcourſed here at Pars ; That 
on the Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a 
Bright Star in the Heavens, when the Sn 
was uſt above the /eridiau, From hence 
the 4/7rologers of thoſe Times predicted great 
Things concerning him. And thoſe of the 
Preſent Age, who have ſeen his Fortunate Re-, 
turn to hisKizgdoms,prefage yet greater Events || 
to come. - F 

0 
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| #r0n5 on Earth» There are alſo Abundance 


Ged only knows what Embryo's are in the 
Womb of Futurity; and we A1»fſulmans 
have no Reaſon to rejoyce at the Grandeur of 
any of theſe Infidel Princes, Yet ſuch a Sign 
a5 that of a S:ar appearing at Noon-Day, juſt 
over the Place where a Mighty 2zeex was in 
Labour with a Prince, has Something” in it 
Extraordinary, and full of Promiting Circum- 
ftanczs- It was an Appearance of rhis Na- 
ture which render'd the Birth of the 21e//ras 
{ Illuſtrious, tho' otherwiſe obſcure enough 


| when the Eaſtern 34ag:, direfted by ſuch a 


Star, came and found /Aary the Mother of 
Feſwrs in a Stable, and the Infant-Prophet ly- 
ing in a MZaxger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we 


are told, That Ec/ip/es of the Sx portend 


the Misfortune or Death of Great Perſona- 
ges; and that all other Proazgies, whether in 
Heaven or Earth , have their proper Sig- 
nification. 

But whether theſe Obſervations be true or 
no, 'tis certain this late baniſhed Pr:»ce, is 
return d with Abundance of Splendor and 
Advantage to his Native Royal Poſleſhons, 
And I thought it would be a Grand Neglect 
in me, to ler one Poſt-Day paſs, before I gave 
thee an Account of a Revo/xtion fo aftoniſh- 
ing to all Exrope, and which is like to give a 
New Turn to the Affairs of moſt Chri/t:as 
Princes and States. 

Beſides, I know there 1s an Ambaſſador 
from Englavd, reſiding at the Anguft Port, 
which determines the Quarrels of all the Na- 


ot 
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of Engliſh Aerchants in the Imperial Cly 
They may have Feuds among one anotheffl- 
The Intereſt of ſome of them is join'd wit: 
that of the Eng/þ Rebels; others are for the 
F 


- « 
- 


King. Therefore knowing of his Reftanratiag 
thou wilt be the better able to adjuſt all Mat 
ters of this Nature, according to Reaſon, þ 
quity, and the Honour of the Majeſtick Pt 
For this K:yg makes already a greater Fi 
gure than any of his Progenitors, ant Tl 
therefore his Friendſhip is not to be con 
temnd. 

The Care of theſe Things reſts on the 
_ art the YVicars Vicar of the Vicegerent o 

= 


Paris, 3d. of the 5th. Afoon. 
of the Near 1660. 
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a To Mehemet, az Exi/d Eunuch, af 
v5 Caire zz» Egypt. 


LETTER X. 


D, 


El NH that I were in one of the Pyramids 
mw near the City where thourreſideſt, ſhut 
ONE up in Tremendous Darkneſs, in the moſt 
Obſcure and Horrible Vault of the Royal! 
Pile ! That I might converſe with the Ghoſts 
-of Egyptian Kings, hugg Demons in my 
Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblins and 
all the Spirits of the Night round the Tomb 
of Cheops, or up and down the diſmal Gal- 
; leries, or in the Neſt of Bats, Screech-Owls, 
Harpies, and the reſt of the Winged onfters, 

the Excrementitious Spawn of Humane Souls, 

or at leaſt the Superfetation of pickled Car- 
caſſes, repoſited there for Eternal I{ummies, 
ſome of them before Noah's Fleod, and the 
Reſt after, if the Story be true. | God knows 
whether it beorno: That's Nothing to me : 
But I have a ſtrong Inclination to try what I 

« | canfind in thoſe Antique Ionnments, after 
all the Search of ſo many Travellers. IT have a 
Specifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, which 
cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having 
Ten Hundred Thouſand ugly rampant Sp:r:ts 
dancing their /»ferna! Meaſures about me, and 
þ Finning like Babboons of Hel. Qb;God? how 
I is *twould 
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48 
*twould ſet me a Laughing? An Entertai 
ment of this Nature would eaſe my Spleen 
and reſtore me to a Good Humour. 

Are there no Beings extant, bur thoſe which 
are every Day exposg?d to our Sences > Or, is 
Nature Poorer than the Imagination of 2 
Mortal, which can form the 1aza's of an In- 
finity of Creatares that he never ſaw? I am 
cloy'd with the Crambe of Objects and Joys 
which theſe Narrow Elements afford, and 
therefore would fain grope out ſome New 
and Untryd.World , to find Refreſhment 
in. | 
But oh, my dehemer, when I look toward 
the Heavens, and behold the 00x and Stars; 
when my Eye is loſt in the Boundlefs Firma- 
ment, and my S#/ can find no Limits to the 
Univerſe; then I fink into my ſelf, full of 
Humility and Confuſion, becauſe I have in- 
juriouſly reproach'd the Omnipotent, and caſt 


 Obloquies on his Forks. For all Things ap- 


pear admirably Beautiful and Perfect, and the 


leaſt Atoine is large enough to afford Apart- 


ments for a Thouſand Soz!/s. Every Thing 
in Natare is pregnant and full of pleafing 
Wonders: Yet I cannot be free from theſe Hy- 


pochondriack Fits at certain Seaſons. Iam 


ſometimes the ſaddeſt and moſt Melancholy 
Man in the World. 
wronz2 Handle, look on them through falſe 
Opticks, and yet perſuade my felt I am in the 
Righr, and ſee them in their true Complexion» 
Such is the Fatal Sophiſtry of this black and 


ſullen Paſſion: Ir takes away the Guſt and# | 
Reliſh 
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Reliſh of the ſweeteſt Enjoyments. And if 
this Contagion could poilibly tnd Admittance 
among the Ble/s'd Above, ſurely 'tewould ren- 
der their Parazi/e a Hell, and would afford 
ſome Ground for the Fiction of the Ancient 
Pets, who brought up the Lie of NVeperrhe 
among the Gods, ro appeaſe their Choler, and 
put 'em in a good Humour. 
Sl © I know not what that Dr:2% was: But 
ndffl tell thee, my NVepenthe is a Glaſs of good 
wil Languedoc Wine, which is as Rich, and fzr 
nt more Delicious than the Wines of Teneaos ard 
Mitylene. T once could boaſt of another Mernod 
rd] to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving Battle 
5: tomy Thoughts in open Field ; but now I am 
a| fain to have Recourſe to Stratagems and Am- 
he Þ buſcades, trepanning the ugly, hideous /1c::- 
of | ters out of their {trong Retrenchments and 
1- 8 Faſtneſſzs in the Spleen, by Gerierous Frolicks 


RÞ| with Wine, Women and Muck. I bury all 
> | Care in profound Sleep, the Ettect of brisk and 
e || free Drinking- And then I awake as Merry 
tf as a Larke; as young as it I'd been in Aedea's 
g | Cautdron. | 

g | - What ſignifies it to pretend Sanity in our 
- | Words and Exteriour Carriage, whilit at the 
nf fame Time we are ready to burſt with Malice, 
y | Pride, Ambition, Avarice, and a Thouſand 
e | more Vices > Whereas Wine ſeaſonably drank, 
e cures all thefe Diſtempers of the Sox, makes 
e [* Miſer Liberal, a Cruel Man Tender, a Spight- 
» Fall Fellow Kind, melts Stiff and Havgnty 
1 | Spirits into a Wonderful Sottneſs and Com- 
i | plaifance. In fine, it makes a Zamb ot a 
_- Ha Lion, 
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Lion,. and changes a Vzltur to a Dove, puri-fE 
fying and transforming So#/s into a Temperſja 
wholly Divine. 

Why then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws offi 
_ Adorality, never prattis d by thoſe who made} 
them? All the P _—_— were boon Com- 
-panions, and our He/y Prophet himſelf pri. - 
vately drank the Juice of the Grape. Ou 
Emperonrs and Grandees do the ſame. Thelſ 
only Reaſon why they forbid it to their $4. 
zefts, is, leſt they ſhould grow too Wile, and 
ſtrive to ſhake off the Yoke: For Wine ele-fT 
vates the Spirits, emboldens the Heart, and}. 
transforms a $/ave to a Lord in his own Con- 
ceit. For want of this Liquor, all Nation: 
where the Vine grows not, have found out | 
one Beverage or another, as efficacious to re- 
lieve Melancholy , and drive away Sorroyſ 
from the Heart. The Chineſe make Wine off'*! 
Rice. In my Country they have another Inf! 
- toxicating Drink, compounded with certainf 6 
Roots. The fame is uſed in ſome Parts off 
Perfia, In theſe Weſtern Provinces , they Ye 
brew divers Sorts of ſtrong Liquors of Wheaty at 
Barley, Honey, Moloſſa's and other Ingre{|ft 
dientss And they make Wine of Apple 
Pears, Cherries, Currans, and moſt Fruiv£ 
that grow. I tell thee, my Friend, therey 
no living, unleſs we ſometimes give MN 
tare a New Ferment, to rouze her from her.pre 
Lees | of 

Yet Let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, rej M: 
membring that God gave us theſe Things for}, _ 
our Health and Refreſhment, and not '} 
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1ri-[Bane. Ina Word, Mehemer, let us be Merry 
per ſand Wile: 


of Faris, poo of the 8the oor, 
dell of the Tear 1660. 
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and} 


ele-J7o Hamet, Reis Efftendi, Prizcipal 
-_ Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 


z0nt | 
out | Have taken ſome Pains ; turn'd over a great 
rel many emoirs of Old Conrtiers, and con- 
-owl vers d with not a few now living, who can 
» off remember the Days of Henry IV- that fo 
Ini may comply with thy Order, and oblige 
inf thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of that 
& Prince, who tho* he had but a little Body, 
hed yet like another Alexander, had fo vaſt a Soul, 
at and perform'd ſuch Illuſtrious Adtions, as de- 
are fervedly faſten'd on him the Title of Great, 
«and made him be eſteem'd the Arbiter of all 
uirh Exrope. > 
$ It is obſerv'd of him, that he was always 
Unfortunate in his Wives; Yet they relate a 
x pretty Paſſage of his Firſt Wife, argaret 
of _y which ſeems to contradi6t that Re- 
7 Fl 
fory, He was then a Proteſtant, and only King 
ourÞot Navarre, when the Famous Maftare of 
ance  D2 _ Parts 
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Paris was commitred, with Deſign ro Mur. 
der him among the Reit of his Re/igi50u. But 
being aware of this, when he heard the Aſſaſ- 
/fas making toward his Chamber, where he 
fate with his Queen, he hid himſelf under 
her Garments as ſhe fate in a Chair. The 
Villains ruſhing in, askd for the- Xiz7. She 
with a great Aflurance of Spirit, told 'erm, He 
went out from, her in a Paſſion. They ſeem- 
ing fatisfy'd, went away wittout doing any 
_ farrher Hurt. Which occafion'd a Common 
Jeſt, That Qzeen Margaret's Smick, ſavd 
King Henry's Life. 

This Woman was call d the /17:verva and 
Venus of France, on the Score of her Learn- 
ing and Amours, never denying any Thing 
to her Lovers, and being {c[dom without Men 
of Science in her Company. In a Word, 
King Henry look'd on -himfelf as a Noted 
Cackold, and fo gave her a Bill of Divorce. 
Her own Morher Katharine ae /Meaicis, was 
call'd the Fourth Fry of Hell. - 

Ir is Recorded of this Lady, that ſhe pra 
Atis'd much with Pizards and Magicians, 
whoin an Enchanted Glaſs, ſhew'd her who 
ſhou'd Reign in Fraxce for the Time to come 
Firſt appear d this Hezry IV. then Tei: 
XII. next Lewis XIV, and after him a Pack 
of Jeſuites, who ſhould aboliſh the 17onar- 
chy, and govern the Nation themſelves. This 
wy is tO be ſeen in the King s Palace to this 
ay. 

As for Henry IV's Second Wife, tis faid he 
never enjoy d a Peaceable Hour with her, * 

| when 


"ar 
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when ſhe was aſleep. They often fought to- 
gether , and ſhe ſpar'd not fometimes to Bear 
and Scratch him even in his Red; fo that he has 
been forc'd to quit the Field, and rake Sanctu- 
ary in another Chamber. This P;:zce was 
tax d with Ingratitude towards his moſt Faich- 
ful Servants, and want of Liverality to 21l. It 
was' a Common Saying of his Preaeceſſor 
Henry IH. That he ſhar'd his Kingdom with 
his Loyal Servants and Friends. Bur Henry IV 
lovd nor to part with any Thing which he 
could handfomly keep. 

Yet he was very oblizing to his Miſtrefles, 
and his Paſſion for them carried him into many 
Irregularities. He was fo deeply enamcur'd of 
one, that to enjoy her he ſign'd a Promiſe of 
Marriage to her with his own. B/ood ; which, 
one of his Favoxr:tes {eeing, tore the Paper in 
Pieces. The Kzng being Incens'd at that, 
ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an ordinary 
Oath with him, that this Perſon was mad. 
tes, reply'd he, but 1 wiſh I were the only 
Madman in the Kingdom, Thereby reflecting 
on the King's Extravagancy. Another Time 
he gave Fifty Thouſand Crowns, for one 
Night's Enjoyment of a Lady. 

I have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death 
of this Prince, in my Letters to the A7:niſters 
of the Port, Now I will acquaint thee with 
one Circumſtance, to which I was then a 
Stranger. | : 

It-happen'd, that the Yice-Roy of Navarre, 
was walking with ſeveral Nobles in the /fea- 


'dows of Bearn, a Town under his Juriſdiction, 


Dq waſhd 
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waſh'd by the River Pax. When on a ſudden 
all the Cows, (or which there was a great 
Number in thoſe Fields) ran violently into 
the River, and were there drown'd. The 
Vice- Roy being aſtoniſh'd at this, as at a Pro- 
digy, writ down the Day and Hour when it 
happend, which prov'd exa&ly the very ſame 
Time to a Minute , when Henry IV. was 
ftabbd in his Coach by Ravaillac; as the Vice: 
Roy was ſoon certify d by Ds:ſpatches which 
he receiv d from the Coxrt, containing Intel. 
ligence of that Trageay. 

All this may be pure Chance, for ought] 
know; but there are Abundance of Symptoms 
of ſomething elſe. As for as, he is wholly 
a Stranger to himſelf, and the Secret Opera- 
trons of his own Sozl are hid from him. How 
then can he know the . Natures of other 
Fhings, or be familiarly acquainted with the 
Occult Diſpofitions of Beaffts * The leaſt 
Form or Iaſet, baffles our ſevereſt Scrutiny, 
and we ate loſt in the Speculation of their 
Embryo's. The moſt Silent and Inanimate 
Beings, proclaim aloud the Folly of our 
boaſted Science : Every Atom in Natare, ri- 
dicules our beſt Avis xe Who then will 
pretend to unriddle the more Uncommon 
Myſteries of Providence, or trace the Foot- 
Reps of Eternal Deſtiny ? Hiſtorians tpeak 
variouſly of this Parricide, Some ſay, the 
Fillain was approv d of at the Coxrt of Rome, 
and that he was there rank'd in the Number 
of Martyrs. Tis certain, he underwent as 
borrible a Death; as the Wit of Man could 
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nvent, to puniſh his matchleſs Treaſon. And: 
it ſeems, the Z-ages that examin'd him, were 
either afraid, or aſham(d to divulge what they 
hell beard from his Mouth: Obliging themſelves 
by an Oath ro Eternal Secrecy» Ravaillas 
\ + himſelf own'd, that he had Twice before at- 

tempted to kill the K»g, bfit was thruſt back 
me - 

by one of his Nobles, who ſuſpected ſome ill 
Deſigns in his Looks. 

Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our Glorious 
Sultan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a 
Tewiſh Phyſician, and from the Common Diſ- 
aſters of Humane Life. And the Care of 
md fs Attendants, will prevent the ſudden 
Il Strokes of a deſperate Aſſaſſin. 


ll Paris, 26th- of the 8th, Jdoon, 
of the Tear 1660. 


ah | | 
M LE FIER AL 


uſſ- To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


ih * Her City is now as full of Noiſe and 
| & Light, as ſome Cities of 4/4 are at an 

p "Eclipſe of the Afoon, or as Conſtantinople is 
bj during the Faſt of Ramezay. Tis near Mid- 
night, and yet here's ſuch a Medley of Noiſes 
compounded of the loud Acclamations of 
Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of Drums, 
Sound of Trumpets, and other Muſical Inſtru- 
D 4 ments, 
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Guns, and other Ftre-Works, that a Body 
would think ones ſelf in a Battel or a Stege. 
The Cccafton of all this, is the Publick En- 
try of the New- Married 7g and Lees, it 
being the Firſt Time they have ſeen Paris 
fince the N#ptials, Neither my Tongue or 
Pen are able to expreſs to the Lite, the Inimi- 
rable Pomp and Magnificence that have ap- 
pear'd to Day inthe Royal Train, and in the 
Preparations Whick the City made to receive 
them. The Luſtre of. Silver, Gold and Pre- 
cious Stones, dazl d ones Eyes from all Parts ; 
and I could have withd for a 11«ſſulmarn 
Army, to have been at the Plunder of ſuch 
 Immenſe Riches. Yet there were Forty Thou- 
tand of the Cirizens, and the K:zg's Guards 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 
The Afonarch with his Royal Spouſe, ap- 
pred ſeated on a Majeftick Throne, all glit- 
rering 'with Gold and Diamonds, It was 
rais'} -n High, and there were ſeveral Steps 


or Degrees to aſcend up to ir. On theſe were 


placed the Princes of the Blood, the Dukes and 
Peers of the Realm, with other Grandees and 
Nobles, as alfo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes and La- 
aies of the Fir Quality, :. 
'Twas at the Foot of this . Throne, there 
were made Innumerable Speeches, and Con- 
gratulatory Addreſſes by the Prieſts and 
Monks of all Orders, by the Students 'in the 


Academy, and by the ſeveral Companies of. 


| Tradeſmen, But, that which was moſt fur- 
prizing, a certain ſtrange aid utter'd ſeveral 
Orations 
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.Orations in Latin, Greek, French and Spaniſh, 
wherein ſhe magnify d the X:zg's Heroic Un- 
dertakings, his wonderful Succefles, great 
Wiſdom and Courage, with other Vertues, 
which ſhe mace the Subjects of her Panegy- 
rick, She alſo no leſs extolld the 2xeer's 
Matchleiſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, 
the Royal Endowments of her Mind ; And 
concluded with refletting on the Joy .of all 
Exrope, tor this Illuſtrious Latch, and Alli- 
ance of Two the molt Potent Crowns in 
Chriſtendom. | 
She delivered herſelf with ſuch an Incom- 
parable Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes 
and Ears of all that were preſent. And 'tis 
faid, the Kzg was extremely pleaſed with 
her; much more the Leen, who had never 
before encountered fo Learned a Female. 
The French Ladies, have for many Years 
applyed themſelves to the Study of Zangra- 
ges and Philoſophy, But "tis not fo in Sparz, 
where the Men are too Rigorous to the Fair 
Sex, to allow 'ern that Liberty. They are as 
moroſe to Women, as the oors, trom whom 
a great Part of that Nation are {aid ro deſcend- 
Every Conntry in Exrope, has ſuffer d mighty 
Changes, by the Incurtions and Conqueſts of 
the Moors, Goths, Huns and Vandals So 
that 'tis difficult to trace the Original of any 
People in ſuch a Hotch-Potch of Foreign Blood. 
Neither have they any Care of their Geneaio- 
Yies, as we Arabians have in the Eaſte 
: Illuſtfious Aga, tho' it fignifies Nothing to: 
ſpring of a Noble Stock, unleſs. we inherit the 
| Dsz Vertues 


v8 
Vertues of our Anceſtors, as well as they 
Splendid Titles and Eft ates : Yet 'tis both pro. 
fitable and pleaſant,:to have by us aRegi/ter of 
our Families, that reading their Charadter 
and Heroick Aﬀtions, we may imitate their 
Examples, and add to the Glory of the Trib; 
from which we deſcend. 


Paris, 26th. of the 8th oor, 
of the Tear 1660« 


Romo 
by ——— 


LETTER XII. 
To Degnet Oglou. 


] Rnow not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter 
I begin; or, if I do, whether it will be a- 

| boveGround, or in the Bowels of the Earth 
However, I cannot forbear writing to thee, 
my Dear Friend, tho' both the Paper and 
F, with the Houſe wherein I lodge, and 
all this Beautiful City, may, for ought I 
know, be tranſported to. another Keg/0 be- 
fore Morning. Nay, tis poſſible this very 
Hour may People Elyziam with a New Ct 
lony from France, and Paris may deſcend with 
all her Magnificent Palaces to the Shades be- 
low, changing the Banks of the River Seyne, 
for thoſe of Acheron or Styx, and the Refreſh- 
ing Ars of Champagne, for the Choaking Sul 
phurs of Hell. In a Word, we have felt the 
Menaces of a Terrible Earthquake this Even- 
ing, but as.yek have ſuffered no Deng. Y 
; YY-NEN 
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below, or what Sort of Apartments he ſhall 
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When I livd in 4/a, an Earthquake was 
almoſt as Common as the Yearly Revoluti- 
ons of Surmer and 7/inter : And we took as 
little Notice of it, as we did of Lightning, 
Hail or Rain. Beſides, one /1ſſulman en- 
couraged another, and the General Faith of 
True Believers confirm'd us all, That we 
ought to be refignd to Goa, and to the Ap- 
pointments of Eternal Deſiiny, whether it 
were for Pleaſure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life 
or Death. Bur now I have been (o long dit- 
us'd to theſe Convulſions of the G/obe, (tor I 
have not felt one above theſe Two and T wen- 
ty Years) and am allo ſeparated from the So- 
ciety of the Faithful; that I am become 
like the reſt of the World, and even like theſe 
Iifidelſs, Timorous, Aſtoniſhed, void of Rea» 
ſon, and of little or no Faith. 

My Mind at firſt, ftagger'd as much as my 
Body, when Iwas walking croſs my Cham- 
ber, and felt the Floor rock under me, with 
that Singular Kind of Morion, which no Hu- 
mane Art or Force can imitate. I ſoon con- 
cluded 'twas an Earthquake, but knew not 
how to bear that Thought with Indifference, 
Death is familiar to me in any other Figure, 
but that of being ſo ſurprizingly buried alive. 
It appeared horrible to fink on a ſudden into 
an Unknown Grave, I knew not whither : 


| Perhaps I might fall into ſome Dark Lake of .. 


Warer ; orit may be, I might be drench'd in 
2 River of Fire, or be daſhd on a Rock : For, 
who can tell the Diſpoſition of the Caverns 


- nd 
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find. under the Surface of the Earth 2 We walk, 


on the Battlements of a Marvellous StruCture, 
a Globe full of Tremendous Secrets And 
whether NNatzre or Deſtiny, Providence or 
Chance, occaſion the Ruptures that we find 
are made in divers Parts of the Earih, it mat- 
ters not much, fo long as we are in Danger 
of tumbling in. Sucha terrible Fall, would 
put the beſt Philoſopher im the World out of 
Humour, and Spoil all his Reafoning. - I'm 
ſure, *twould vex me thus in a Trice to be 
plundered of my Thoughts. Which makes 
me either wonder at the Vanity of Empeaccles, 
if he threw himſelf into the flaming Chaſm of 
Mount «Ana, only for the Sake of being e- 
ſfteemed a God, (as the common Report is); 
or, gives me Reaſon to conclude, he had ſome 
other End in his Venturous Leap : Since tis 
not probable, that empty Fame could be e- 
{teemed by that Great Sarge, as his Final Hap- 
pinels. A much eaſier way had Ar:i/fotte, 
who, diſguſted at his Ignorance of the Flax 
and Refiax of the Sea, threw himſelf in, to 
put an End ts his Difquiſitions, if the Story be 
true. Bur, I can hardly believe the S$:agy- 
rite was {ſuch a Fool. I gueſs of other Men, 
according to the Experience I have of my felt. 
I am as little follicitous abour Death as any 


Man; yet I ſhould be unwilling to hurle my} 


felf out of the World headlong, without a 
Firm or a Tefta, | love New Experiments, 
but amnot very fond of ſuch as take from 
- us 1rrecoverably the means of trying any 
more. 

. We 


«a . . _ _ eas mma 
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We had News here of an Earthquake which 
has overthrown Part of the Pyrenean Moun- 
rains, ſome Days before this happened at 
Paris ; but few regarded it. Calamities at a 
Diſtance frighten No-body. Yet, thoſe which 
we feel, put us all in Tears. For my Parr, 
it has this Effe&t on me, that I am improved 
in my Carelefſneſs, and become feartul of No- 
thing» And, I think, there 1s Reaſon on my 
Side, ſince all my Care, Apprehenfion, and 
Forecaſt, can never defend me from the Un- 
derminings of the Omn:potent. 


Paris, 15th. of the 11th. Ifoon, 


of the Tear 1660s 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
ecretary of the Ottoman.Empire. 


E T not/the Diſtance of Time between 
my Letters, prompt thee to conclude, 

I forget my Duty ; or” that I am careleſs to 
oblige ſo Illuſtrious a Friend. I have many 
Obligations to diſcharge ; and rherefore en« 
deavour to husband my Hours to the beſt 
Advantage, and fo to divide my Diſpatches, 
That the Grand Signtior may be ſerved, the 
Divan inform'd of all Material Emergencies, 
_ the Expectations of each 42nifter grati- 
ned, AS 
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As to the Reign of Lewis XIII It was 
ſhard ſucceſſively between the 1ar/hal 
D' Avrcre, the Duke of Lnines, and Carainaal 
Richlien. The Firſt was the 2nees- Mother's 
Favourite; the Second was the K:2g's ; As for 
the Third, he was Abſolute Maſter both 
of King, _ and Kingdom. 

During the King's Minority indeed, Queen 
Mary de Medicrs, the Relich of Henry IV. 
took the Regency into her own Hands, and 
managed Things in an Arbitrary Manner. But 
the Prizces of the Blood, with other Grandees, 
not able to brook the Government of a Wo- 
man, conſpir'd againſt her- Among theſe 
were the Prince of Conde, Father to the pre- 
ſent Prince, and the Dake of Bowillon, The 
Former was a Bold Man, and durit do any 
Thing that was Brave: The Latter was a Cun- 
ning Stateſman. 

They Caball'd not fo privately, but the 
DPeeen- Mother was acquainted with their 
Meetings, and the Dake of Bowillon was the 
Firſt who knew his Party was betrayed. This 
Intelligence was brought him from aſlured 
Hands, whilſt he was fitting with the Prizce 
of Conde, and other Nobles at the Place of 
their Private Rendezvous. Whereupon, he 
acquainted them with it, exhorting all to ab- 
ſcond immediately, leſt they ſhould be ſeized 
on the Spot- Burt they retorting, That the 
Lxeen would not venture on an Action of 
ſuch dubious Conſequences ; He ſtarted up 
and took his Leave of 'em with theſe Words : 

;: My Lords, You may follow your own 
| & Counſel. 
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«© Counſel. I'll immediately to Horſe, and 
© eſcape to Sedan in my Stockings : Where, if 
« they make me wear out a Pair, as.an Exile; 
& by Heavens, I'll make them wear a Thou- 
& ſand Pair of Boots. | 

His Words came to paſs,and the Effect was 
a diminutive Civil War; when the Queen was 
forced to raiſean Army, to reduce this Prizce 
to Obedience, the Reſt of his Party being 
—— qe , as ſoon as ſhe heard of his 

ight- 

Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted,the foors 
were expel[Pd out of $pain, to the Number of 
Six Hundred Thouſand. Part of thoſe who 
livd roward the Aaritime Coaſts, went by 
Sea into Africk, The Reſt, whoſe Reſidence 
was farther within Land, ſought a Paſlage o- 
ver the' Pyrenean Mountains, and ſo through 
the Southern Provinces of France; offering a 
Dacat a Head to the Vice-Roy of Navarre, 
for their ſafe Conduct. He, out of Curiofity 
coming to ſee theſe Travellers, and beholding 
'em ragged and almoſt naked, with Viſages 
like Ghoſts; took Pity on them, and gave 'em 
Liberty of Paſſage gratis : Saying, © God for- 
© bid I ſhould extort fo much Money from 
© theſe miſerable Wretches, who are abandon- 
*ed to the wide World. 

Bur, it ſeems, his Compaſſion was needleſs. 
For theſe Muſſulmans were too cunning for 
him, having their Squalid ; torn Garments, 
quilted all oyer with Gold and Precious Srones. 
Which occaſioned all People to ridicule the 
Fce-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call him the Friend 


- -< - «© &- 


of the Gibeomtes. I ſhould 
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I ſhould 4ppear too Partial in refleting Sa- 
tyrically on this Prince, whoſe Generofity de- 
ſerves Praiſe : Yet I cannot but ſmile at the 
Craft of the Afoors, whereby they not only 
eſcaped paying the accuſtomed Tribute of 
Paſlengers, but alfo blinded theſe /»fidels. and 
took from 'em the Suſpicion of greater Riches ; 
which if they had once known, perhaps not a 
AMor ſhould have carried a Piece of Money a- 
long with him into Africk. 

This Paſlage, ſeem'd worthy of thy Know- 
ledge, fince it in Part reſembles the Fa- 
mous Departure of the /ſrae/ites out of 
Egypt, tho' it comes ſhort of the Robbery 
and Plunder which they committed on 
the Inhabitants, the Day before they began 
their Journey.” However, this Story may af- 
ford thee ſome Divertiſement- ; 

As to the Marſhal D' Ancre, the Queen's 
Favourite; In his Life and Death, he was 
compared to Sejans, being qualified with the 
like Vertuesand Vices, and having much the 
fame Fortune; his Body after having been 
dragg'd about the Streets by the Rabble, was 
at laſt torn in Pieces. 

It thou would'ſt know, how the Dake of 
Lxines obtain'd the King's Favour, it was by 
Ingratitude. For, when he and his Brother 
were firſt brought to Court, they were both 
fo poor, that they had but one Cloak between 
tm; and for that Reaton could nor go abroad 
together. Yet being recommended to the Ki#s 
' by a certain NVibleman for excellent Falkners, 
they were received into Favour. _ But they 
abus d 
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abus'd theKindneſs of theirPatron;and infinu- 
ating malicious Things into the X7»g's Ear, a- 
gainf{t the- Nobleman and his Family, cauſed 
him to be baniſh'd from the Comrt. After 


which they managed all Things. 


Then ſucceeded Cara:inal Richlien in the 
Chief A4n:/try; of whom I have faid a great 
Deal in my Former Letters to the Granaces 
of the Port, and thou wilt find them in the 
Regiſter. Twill now add, what I never men- 
tioned before; That he was very Ambitious 
to be thought a good Judge of Yer/e. He gave 
to one Poet, for a Witty Conceit on his Coat 
of Arms, Two Thouſand Sequins, tho''twas 
but a Yerſe of Seve» Words. Another he 
promoted to an Eccleſiaſtich Dignity, worth 
a Thoufand a Year, for comparing him to the 
Primum Mobile. But he cauſed a Third to 
be kick'd out of Doors, for his Obſtinacy in 
denying to alter a Word of his Poem, which 


the Carainal dilliked. 


This A4niſter was very Revengeful, and 
amongſt other EfteAs of his Temper, none 
was more taken Notice of, or reflected on, 
than the Death of 1f-freur de Thou, whom 
the Cardinal cut off for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe his Father in a Gezeral Hiſtory which 
he wrote, had repreſented one of Ric/lien's 
Anceſtors, under a very Ilgnominious and A- 
bominable Figure. That F:/foriav was the 
Renowned Th#anzs, of whom, I ſuppoſe, thou 
haſt heard. 

As to King Lewis XIII. himſelf, he was 


eſteemed a great Diſſembler ; accuſtomed to 


careſs 
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careſs thoſe with more than ordinary Endear- 
ments, whom he deſigned ſuddenly to ruine: 
Whence it grew to a Provero in his Time at 
the French Court, when they ſaw any Noble. 
man {mil'd on, to fay, His B:fineſs is done, 
It cannot be denied that this Prince had a 
Great Spirit, and ſome Wiſdom ; yet he was 
obſerved to rake Delight in many petty 
Actions unbecoming Royal Majeſty, He 
would. ſpend much of his Time in Painting, 
and ſend for the moſt Famous /1aſters-in that 
Art, to view his Forks. An equal Inclinati- 
on he ſhewed to /ſa/icke And ſometimes he 
was Ambitious to be thought a good Ck. 
Once he made a Great Pa/ty with -his own 
Hands, filling it with Yeiſoz only fit for 
the Mouths of J»fiaels, viz. the Fleſh of 
Dogs, Wolves and Foxes, with other Abomi- 
nable Animals, of which it is not lawful for 
a Trac Behever to taſte. This he cauſed to be 
ſerved up to Table at a- Feaff which he made 
to ſorne of his Coxrtiers, who to Honour the 
King's Handy-work, eat greedily of the Hor- 
rid Diſh, and highly praiſed his Skill ; whilſt 

he diverted himſelf with oghing at them. 

He had many other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which 
render'd him Contemptible and | Ridiculous 
to the Graradees of his Kingdom. Ina Word, 
he was: more reverenced- Abroad , than at 
Home. And this was owing to the Conduct 
of Cardinal Richlien ; who was juſtly efteem- 
ed the very Genizs of France. 

Iluftrious A4nifer,. all that I-have faid of 
this Inarch, ſpeaks him but a Man: And 


na | 
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no body is Wiſe at all Times. But theFollies 
of Princes are more Conſpicuous, than thoſe 
of meaner Perſons 


Paris, 5th- of the 12th. foon 
of the Tear 1660. | 


— 


LEFTER XY. 
To Malummed zz the Deſart. 
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\ ( AY the Angel of Peace pitch his Paws 
Hon at the Entrance of that Bleſſed 
Cave where thou reſideſt. May thy Soul feel 
C2Im and Undifturbed Joys, and for ever re- 
poſe in Divine Tranquility ; Whilſt the Reſt 
of the World are moleſted with Perpetual 
Cares and Fears, Broils and Enmities, Paf- 
fions within, and Fxries without: In a word, 
whilſt rhey are always in Danger of one ano» 
ther, of themſelves, and of the Elements which 
compound their Nature. 
_ O Man highly beloved of God, Favourite 
of the Angels, Care of Heaves, and the fin- 
eular Darling of Providence. The Palm of 
an Almighty Hand is extended under rhee 
when thou fitteſt down or walkeſt, always 
ready to ſnatch thee up from the Calamities 
which threaten this Lower World, and lift 
thee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of the 


There 


_ J=ſt wait for thy Preſence. 
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There has been an Earthquake lately in 
theſe Parts, which has put all France in- 
to a great Conſternation, aſtoniſhed every 
Body, and encreaſed the Thoughtftulneſs of 
the Wife. The Firſt Effects of 1t were felt 
by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees, which are 
certain Mountains dividing France and Spary, 
There it did great Miſchief, overwhelming 
ſome Aeaicival Baths, many Houſes, and 
deſtroying Hundreds of People. Only one 
Aoſque or Church, which ſunk into the Ca- 
verns below, was thrown up again, and ſtands 
very Firm, but in another Place. This 1s 
look'd upon as a great Miracle, efpecially by 
the French, who, for ought I know, may 
_ cenſure Partially, favouring their own Inte- 
reſt; in regard this Chxrch has been diſputed 
between them and the Spaniards, each Na- 
tion claiming Right to it, as ſtanding before 
exactly on the Frontier Line. But now their 
Quarrel is unconteſtably. decided : For *tis 
removed by this Convulfon of the Globe, 
near half a League from its Former Situati- 
on, Which is ſo far within the acknowledg'd 
Limits of Franuce, This the French Prieſts 
magnify, as an apparent Proof of the Juſtice 
of their Pretenſtons, and the People ſeem very 
w1lling to believe it- 

As for me, I have another Opiniofi of 


Earthquakes, and am perſuaded, that they 


are as Natural as the Winds, which no Man 
knows how tv draw into any Party or Fa&ti- 
on, unleſs we believe the Stories of the Lap- 


1S 


land Witches. Tam perſuaded, that this Globe | 
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is much more Ancient, than the Generality 
of Mankind imagine it to be: That it has un- 
dergone various Changes by the Predomi- 
nance of Fire or Water: And that it is ngw 
 haſtening towards another Revolution. TI 
believe the Central Fire has eaten its Way al- 
moſt to the Surface, and kindled all the 
Mines of Sulphur, and other Inflammable 
Matter, which it meets with in its Circular 

Aſcent. Theſe corroding and daily conſu- 
ming their ownYaults,approaching alſo ſome- 
times too near the vaſt Receptacles of Subter- 
ranean Waters which lie nearer the Surface, 
over-heat thoſe Lakes ; which being thus ra- 
rified into Vapours, and pent up in the Hol- 
low of the G/obe, itrive to break forth with 
Immenſe Violence, which cauſes that Heaving 
and Rocking of' the Superficies, that ſo ter- 
rites Morrals. But then the Cauſe 1s very 
deep.and far from us. For where the Surface 
3s ſhallow, in ſuch Paſtions of the Globe, the 
Earth commonly breaks and tumbles in, with 
- Whatſoever is upon it. Nay, whole Cities 
ſometimes have been thus ſwallowed up. And 
the Danger is ealily fore-known by a ſhort 
Snatching and Trepidation of the Ground, 
Houtes, Trees, Men, and every Thing with- 
in its Reach ; for then the Convulfion is Ge- 
neraily Fatal. But where the Motion 1s Heavy, 
Grave and Regular, 'tis a Sign that both the 
Source and the Danger of it are far off. And 
this is fo much the more Evident, by how 
much farther the Earthqaake is felt above 
Ground. For the nearer any ſuch Paſſion 
p happens 


70 
happens fo the Center, it muſt be granted, 
that its Force js extended the wider on the 
Circumference. This depends on a /Aathe. 


-atical Demonſtration, and there needs no. 


more be ſaid to thee who art Conlummate 
in the Sciences. 


What I eſteem a due Refleftion on this is, 


That tho' there be no Peril in theſe Remote 
Earthquakes, yet weknownot how ſoon they 
will come nearer to us, neither can we be aſ- 
ſured, where or when they will happen, or 
how far they will reach. It follows there- 
fore by a Natural Conſequence, That ſince 
theſe Things are Unavoidable, and all the 
VVit of Man cannot invent a Means to eſcape 
finking into the Bowels of the Earth where 
it breaks in; we ought to be Careleſs and In- 
different what Death we die, .and only be ſo- 
licitous to live like Men, that is, according to 


Reaſon For whether our Soulsſurviveor no, 


*twill be comfortable to expire in Peace, and 
full of our own Innocence- 


Paris, 5th. of the 12th. 140, 
of the Tear 1660. © 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
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BOOK IE 


LET FER IF 
To the Venerable Mufti, 


ERE is now like to be a great 
| Change at this Court, Cardinal. 
| AAazarins 1s dead He died at 
| the Ca/?le of the Wood of Vincien- 

nes, on the gth. of this Ioon, having been 
fick a long Time. There happened a great 
Fireat the Loxvre (fo they call the King's Pa- 
lace-in this, City) about Five VVeeks 250, 
| whic 
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which obliged the Cardinal, who lodg'd there 


at that Time, to remove to his own Houſe, 
From whence, for the Sake of Air, he was ad- 
viſed by his Phyſicians to go to the aforeſaid 
Caſtile. Butallin vain: For Death, which 
finds Acceſs into the ſtrongeſt Fortreſles, pur- 
fued him thither, and led him in Trrumph to 
the Region of Silence and Forgetfulneſs, who 
had made fo great a Noiſe and Bulſtle in this 
our Yorld. _ - 
Tt is reported, That a certain A/Fro/oger 
foretold him, he ſhould die in this A290, 
Bur the Carazizalgave no Credit to him: Tho! 
one would think he had ſomeReaſon to believe 
bim in this, for the Sake of a Former Predi- 
Ction of his, concerning the Dake of Beaxfort, 
I have mentioned this Prince, and the Enmity 
that was between Mazarim and him, which 
occaſioned the Date's Impriſonment in the 
Caſtle of the Food of Vinciennes: During his 


Reſtraint, the fore-mentioned A/?ro/oger gave. 


it out in Paris, That the Dxke ſhould eſcape 
out of Priſon preciſely on ſuch a Day. The 
Cardinal being informed of this, waited till 
the Day .came, deſigning to punith the A- 
ſtrotoger as a Cheat, or at leaſt ro expofe him 
for an Ignorant Perſon. To which End he 
ſent for him, 'and upbraiding him with Pre- 
ſumption and Folly, in that the Day was now 
come, and yet the Dake of Beaufort was itill 
a Priſoner, without any Hopes, or ſcarce a 
Poſſibility of eſcaping, order'd him to be fent 
to the Baſtile. Bur the 4rologer addrefiing 
himſelf with much Submiſtion and __ 

nels, 
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refs, ſpoke to this Effect : ay t pleaſe your 

Eminence only to reſpite my Sentence till to 

Morrow, and then hang me if you do not find 

that I have ſpoke Truth, The Day which I 

faretold, 1s come indeed, but it 1s not paſt, A 

Conrier will ſoon convince yon, that I have not 
gdied this Science 11 vain. 

The Caraizal mov'd with theſe Words,only 
confin'd the Aſtrol/oger in a Chamber of his 
own Palace» And the next Day he receiv'd 
in Expreſs, which gave kim an Account of 
the Dke's Eſcape, and the Manner of it, v:z. 
That on the Day before, he had let himſelf 
down by a Ladder of Ropes into the Ca//e- 
Ditch, and was no- more to be ſeen or heard 
of Thus the A/trolager eſcapd the Car- 
dinal's Revenge, and got much Fame at the 
Court, which was encreas'd by the Carainal's 
Death, falling out exactly according to his 
Predi&ton« 

This AZ:ni/ter was a very ſubtle Man ; and 
Cirdinal Richliex us'd to fay of him, That if 
he were minded to put a Tiick on the Dewil, 
he would only ſet Mazarini to Work. There- 
fore he made him his Confident, inſtructed 
lim in all the Secrets of the French Conrt, the 
Art of Government, and on his Death-Bed 
rcommended him to the Ke, as the fitteſt 
Man to ſucceed him in the Management of 
the Pblich. He was after the Death of 
Lewi: XIIL at firſt oppoſed by ſeveral Gran- 
ves; but the Lzeern's Authority, and that of 
the Prince of Conde ſupported him : Whence 
woſe Common Proverb in thoſe Days, The 
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Laeen permits All the Cardinal Commanas Al] 
aud the Prince puts All in Execntion : For this 
laſt had then the Office of General. 

This 4:ni/ter was not eſteem'd fo Cove. 
tous as his Predeceſſor, yer he heap'd up Vaſt 
Treaſures; Part of which he beſtow'd in Mag. 
nificent Buildings and Furniture, the Reſt he 
ſent into taly to his Father ; who aſtonijſh 
at the Prodigious Quantities of Gold he re. 
ceivd, usd to ſay, Sure it rains Money in 
France.» However, he made himſelt Odious 
to the Szbjefts of this Nation by his Continual 
Oppreſſions; and they are glad he is gone. 

"Tis a By-Word at Rome, when any Poe 
dies, to ſay, Now the Dog is dead, all his Ma 
lice is buried with him. But I doubr, it will 
not prove true in the Coxrt of France at this 
JunCGture. For the King will either find x 
Atfniſter Equal in Subtlety to the Deceasd 
Carainal, who ſhall ſupply his Place ; or he 
will take the Adminiſtration of Afairs into 
his own Hands. Beit which Way it will, we 
| are like to ſee the fame Aaxims purſu'd, f0 
long as Carainal Richlien's Memoirs are in Be- 
-ing, who firſt taught this Crown to under- 
ftand its own Strength. 


Paris, 14ths of the 3d. 400 
| of the Tear 1661+ . 
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LEFTER IE 
To the Vizir Azem at the Port. 


] Have ſent a Diſpatch to the Xufti ac- 
quainting him with the Death of Card:- 
nal Mazarin, Firſt Mniſter of State, and 
the Greateſt Fawvoarite that ever liv'id- Now 
I will inform thee of ſome Paſſages, which 
I omitted in my Letter to that Venerable Pre- 
late. It is Neceflary for me thus to diſtri- 
bute my Intelligence, with a due Reſpect to 


-| thedifferent 2zality of my Superionrs. 


1 


Thou, I ſuppoſe, wilt require ſome Ac- 
count of his Diſpoſition and Morals , with 
ſuch a CharaCter as may render this Great Ge- 
aias tamiliar to thy Knowledge. 

He ſeemed to place his Chief Happineſs in 
aggrandizing his 27aſter, whom he ſerv'd with 
a Zeal fo pure and difintereſs'd; a Loyalty fo. 
Incorruptible, and by ſuch regular Methods 
of Prudence and Policy ; as if in ais Days, 
nothing were to be counted Vertue or Vice, 
but what either favour'd or oppos'd the K:ag 
of Frances Intereſt. He was of a Happy 
Conſtitution for a Coxrtier, being by Nature 
Debonaire, Complaiſant, Aﬀabie, and of a 
Sweet Deportment. Yet Experience and Arr, 
taught him to improve theſe Advantages, to 
the Height of Diſſimulation. You ſhould ſee 
Courteſfie and extraordinary Goodneſs flow- 
ing into every Feature of his Face; You 
| E 2 ſhould 


Ul 
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ſhould hear Words breathing from his Mouth, 
like the ſoft BenediCtions of an Angel : Yet at 
the ſame Time, his Hearr gave the Lye to 
Both. He meant Nothing leſs, than that a 
Man ſhould find him as good as his Word, 
He was ever ready to promiſe any Thing that 
was demanded of him: But in Pertormance, 
ſlow and full of Excuſes. Frugal of his 
Prince's Money, and Liberal of his own. Mag. 
nificent in his Buildings, and the Furniture 
belonging to tnem: Aiming in a// Things to 
exceed other Men, his Equals ; and in ſome, 
to ſurpaſs even Mighty Princes, his Supe- 
riours- Ina word, he was accompliſh'd with 
all Qualifications requiſite in a Fortunate 
Comrtier, and a good Stateſman. 

Yer after all, this Sublime Gen:zs yielded 
to Death: but not like Common Afortals. He 
died altogether like h:mſe/f, without ſo much 
as changing that ſettled Gravity, and Serene 
Air of his Face, as haa been Remarkable du- 
ring his Life. He made the K7-g Heir of his 
Eſtate, and bequeathed abundance of Lega- 
Cies. | 

To fay all in Brief': If he was Great in his 
Zife, he was much more fo in his Death ; 
mingling his laſt Breath with the Sighs and 
Tears of the K:»g, who lamented his Depar- 
_ with the Mourning of a Sox for a F4- 
FIET « 


Paris, 26th- of the 3d. Afooy, 
of the Tear 166t. 
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LEZLIJER HE 


[To Peſteli Hali, his Brother , Ma- 


{ter of the Cuſtoms at Conltan- 
tinople. 


Eſterday a Diſpatch came to my Hand 
from a very Remote Part of the Farth- 
Our Couſin 1/oxf ſent it from Aſtracan, a 
Famous City tor Trafhck, formerly belonging 
to the Crim Tartars, but now in the Poſſeffion 
of the AZoſcovites, He has been there a Con- 
fiderable Time, finding Profit by Merchan- 
diſe : For, there is a vaſt Reſort to that City 
from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, Meſcovy , and 
other Provinces of Europe and Afia. The 
Roads to it, are daily covered with the-Ca- 
ravans of Trading People. And the River 
Volga can hardly ſuſtain the Innumerable 
Mulritude of Veſſels, that Tranſport Paſſen- 
gers with their Goods backwards and for- 
wards, between Affracan, and the Regions * 
round about the Caſpian Sea, into which that 
Mighty River diſcharges it ſelf. 
1/ouf is Ingenious, and has pitch'd upon 
ſome Advantageous Way of enriching him- 
ſelf, which tempts him to take up his Abode 
in that City, and there end his Travels ; or at 
leaſt, he will - repoſe himſelf there, till For- 
tune preſents him with a fairer Opportunity 
of encreaſing his Wealth. 
FEE E 3 In 
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In the mean Time, I perceive by his Letter, 
that he gets Money apace, lives very happily, 


and has the Wit to keep himſelf free from the | 


Yoke of Marriage, which embaraſs'd him 6 
much formerly. He ſoon put that trouble. 
ſome Wife out of his Mind, after he had Di- 
vorcd her; and he riever fail d to gratify him. 
{ſelf with new Amours, where ever he came in 
his Travels. He writes very Comically ; and 
I can't forbear ſmiling, when he tells me, He 
has had as many Concubines as the Grand Sig. 
ior. By which thou wilt perceive, That 
tſouf 1s much addicted to Gallantry. He 
frankly conteſſes, That he firſt learned this 
| Mode of loving at large in Per/ia, eſpecially 
at 1/pahan; where he ſays, 'tis a Mark of Ho- 
nour for a Man to be good at Intriguing 
with the Ladies : And he 1s call d a Tzrk by 
way of Diſgrace, who frequents not every 
Evening the Gardens and Heox/es of Pleaſure 
in the Suburbs. But he adds, that in [4a 
. the Liberty of courting Women is much 
greater. And that the very Nature of that 
Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion, 


Ina word, our-Amorous Kinſman retains the 


fame Humour {t{1ll. 

Yet this does not hinder him from proſe- 
euting his neceſlary Afﬀairs with Diligence, 
and Alacrity. He diſpatch'd a Buſineſs for 
me at Archangel in Ruſſia, and another at 
Aofſco, very dextrouſly. Which convinces ine, 
that he is not leſs Sedulous and Careful in 
Things which concern himſelf. He ſays, the 
LAoſcovites are the greateſt Drankards in ” 
| | World, 
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World. Their Chief and moſt beloved Li- 
quor, is what the French call, The Water of 
Lifee Tis a Chymical Drink, extracted from 
the Lees of Wine, or other Strong Beverages: 
Such as thou know'ft is common among the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Franks in the Le- 
vant» When the Zoſcouites are once got in- 
to a Houſe where this Near 1s Sold, and 
zre a little warm'd and elevated with it, they 
will not depart till all their Money's gone : 
Nay, they will pawn their very Garments 
from their Backs in a Frolick, rather than 
want their Doſe of this Inevriating Stuff, 
and go out ſtark Naked in the Coldeſt Wea- 
ther that is, fall afleep in the open Streets, 
and yet are neer the worſe for it when they 
wake, but go to their daily Work wich the 
greater Ardour. For, 'tis only the Common 
People are guilty of this Extravagance. As 
for the Gentry and Nobility, they are more 
_ and reſerv'd in their drunken Debayu- 
ches. 

. The Moſcomites, according to the Chara- 
er he gives me of them, are a very rude and 
unpoliſh'd People ; Surly to one another, and 


extremely rugged to Strangers. They de- 


ſpiſe all other Nations in the World, and fay, 
tis impoſſible for any Man to go to Heaven, 
who has not a oſcovite Soul in him. They 
profeſs the Chri/#an Religion, and were for- 
merly of the Greek Church; but now they 
have ſeparated themſelves, and ſet up.a Pa- 
triarch of their- own, to whom ſogreat a Ve- . 
neration is paid, that the Zmperone him- 
1Y ſelf 
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ſelf holds his Stirrop when he mounts 0 
Horſe. back. 

Brother. I deſire thee to ſpeak advantage. 
ouſly of 1/oxf to the Illuſtrious Kerker Haſſay, 


| and to the other Bafſa's of the Bench. He will; 


be a ſerviceable Man to the Grand S:gnoy, if 
encourag'd by ſome Place of Honoxr and Pro. 
fit, I wiſh 1 could fay the ſame of our Cox. 
fin Solyman. But he 1s too Wiſe in his own 
Concelr. | 

Dear Pe/fel;, excuſe my Abruptneſs ; For 
my Hours are divided between the Service [ 
owe the Sultan, and the AﬀeCtion I bear my 
Friends. | 


Paris, 7th. of the 5th. Afoon, 
of the Tear 1661. 


— 


LETTER IV. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sci 
ences, and Penſioner to the Sultan. 


| Have heard of thy Fame, and the Manner 
of thy Converſion to the Law brought down 
from Heaven: How that from a-Chr:/t:as 
Prieſt, thou art become a uſſulman Abaalla, 
that is, a Believer and Servant of the True 
God. May thy Reward, both here and here- 
after, be according to thy Integrity in this 
Change of Faith and Religion: For Fypocrites 
| are 
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are neither Acceptable to God nor Man» Yet 
moſt Men are Profelyted for Intereſt, Fear, 
or other Humane Regards. And in the Sence 
of the Chriſt:ans, thou knowelt, a Kenegado 
and a Villain are Reciprocal Terms, + 

The Inſupportable Miſeries of Serwvitude, 
tempt many to embrace Circumciſion, which 
at once (ers 'em free, and often puts 'em in a 
Condition to mend their Fortunes, and live 
more Happily than they aid, even before they 
were Captives: Whillt Ambition and Ava- 
ce, are prevailing Motives with others in more 
Proſperous Circumſtances to be of the Grand 
Sigmor's Religion, that fo they may riſe, in his 
Favour, and obtain ſome Confiderable Pre- 
ferment at the Cort, or Office in the Army; * 
like the Ancient /elchites among the Chrr- 
fans, who were io call d, becauſe they al- 
ways profeis'd the Faith of the Grecian Em- 
fgerours, without examining whether it was 
Orthodox or no» A Sort of Religious Para- 
ftes, who would be any Thing to ſerve their 
own. Intereſt, and Adore the Dewi/ himſelf, 
provided their Sovereign ſhew'd 'em an Ex» 
ample. 
Yet after all, there are ſome who change 
their Religion in pure Sincerity, only compell'd 
therero- by the Dint of Exalted Reaſon, and 
Motives of Vertue- Such as theſe are Think- 
ing Men, Perſons of Bold Spirits, who dare 
call in Queſtion the 7+aditions of their Fathers, 
examine the Prixciples in which they were E-. 
ducated, diſpute every Thing, and bring all 
to the Standard of Natural Truth. 
E.5 I re- 
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I rejoyce to hear that thou art one of this 
Character, and not in the Number of Coun- 
terfeits or Bigots: For ſuch bring no Credit 
to the Religion. they embrace, but rather a 
Scandal. Yet the Arms of the Munificent Port 
are open to receive all who protefs that God is 
One, and that ahomet is his Apoſtle ; leaving 
the Scruciny of their Intention, to him who 
ſearches the Heart. 

Thy Learning gives thee Fair Opportuni- 
ties of doing Good. Pur it to a Right Uſe. 
Convince the [»fide/s whom thou haſt for- 
faken, of their Errors; confirm the Trae Be. 
tieverg,in the Faith without Blemiſh. 

Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and by 
* thine own Exemplary Lite, which laſt will 
prevail above Ten Thouſand Eloquent Ser- 
TONS. ; 

In a word, ſhew thy ſelf a True and Faith- 
ful Follower of the Prophet on Earth, and God 
will rranſlate thee to his Company in Par ai/c ; 
Whete AZoſes will Introduce thee, Je/zs will 
Entertain thee with Joy, and all the 124000 
Propnets will welcome thee to the Pleaſures 
which know no End. 


Paris, 21, of the 5th. Jfoon, | 
of the Tear 1661.. 


LET- 
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LETTER .V. 
To the Mufti. 


V | / FE are apt to admire ſome Strange 
Paſſages which we find Recorded 
in Ancient Hiſtory, and whoſe Truth is out of 
the Reach of any Mortal to prove : Yet we 
ſight the Miracles which are before our Eyes, 
Evident Matters of Fact, which no body can 
contradict. Whence this ſhould proceed, I 
know not, unleſs it be from a Natural Kind 
of Drowſineſs in the So9v/, Common to the 
greateſt Part of Men; like the Sleep of thoſe, 
who cannot ſo ſoon be awaken'd by the loud- 
eſt Noiſes they are accuſtom'd to, as by the 
ſoft and ſtill 7dea's of a ſtrange Dream ; So we 
regard not the Things to which we are daily 
habituated, tho' in themſelves never fo prodt- 
gious : Whilſt we ſtart and are amaz'd ar the 
moſt Ordinary Relations of A»t:quity, only 
becauſe they are Novel to us, and we were 
not Eye-Witnefles of the Things them- 
ſelves. | 
I formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hal:, the 
Sultan's Phyſician, wherein I mentioned ſeve- 
ral Phyſicians of Arabia, whoin paſt Apes, 
were Eminent for ſome Remarkable Cures. 
But, Irtell thee, not one of them could match 
the King of France's Succeſs in- Curing an 


 Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call the 


KIN G's- 
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KINGS EV IL. The General Symptoms 
of this /alady, are certain Swellings in the 
Face, Neck, or other Parts ot the Body ; 
ſometimes accompanied with Blindneſs, Deaf- 


neſs, Lameneſs, and other Impertections,. 


Thoſe who are troubled with this Ds/eaſe, 
flock to the King's Court at certain Seaſons of 
the Year, and being introduced into his Pre. 
ſence, he only touches the Part affected with 
his Hand, and an Infallible Cure follows. 
They fay, this Gift has been Inherent in the 
Kings of France for many Generations: And 
the Prieſts magnify it as a Great A£racle, 
But, I tell thee, all the Prodigy in my Opi- 
nion, lies in the Strength of the People's Ima- 
gination, Which thou knoweſt works half the 
Cure in many Diſtempers. The Prze/#s ſtand 
by the King, whilit he touches the Sick : They 
repeat their Goſpe/, and uſe certain Prayers 
and Exorciſms, being veſted all in White like 
AMagicians, Theſe Ceremonies are perform'd 
with abundance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an 
Awe into the Credulous Patients. And to 
render the Buſineſs yet more Myſterious; 
whereas other Phyſicians take Money of the 
Sick, this Royal e//calapias beſtows a Piece 
of Gold on every one whom he touches, which 
they are obliged to wear about their Necks as 
long as they live. Now whether the Charm 
lies in the Gola, or the K:i»g's Touch, or the 
Prayers and Ceremonies of the Prieſts, or final- 
Iy :n the Patient's Fancy, it matters not much. 
This is certain, That Thouſands who come to 


the King's Feet, very much diforder'd by this 


Emil, 
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Evil, find a ſenſible Alteration in their Bodies, 
before they depart from his Preſence ; and in 
a few Hours or Days at moſt, are perfeatly 
recovered. 

Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome 
Magical or Phyſical Tin&ture in their Blood, 
Or, it may be, they have found out the Phz- 
loſopher's Stone, ſo much talk'd of ; and deli- 
vered it down to their Poſterity, as a Part of 
the Royal Inheritance, Which enables the 
preſent King, to do ſo many Prodigious 
Things both at Home and Abroad, in Peace 
and in War, belides his Part in Curing this 
Sickne(s. I am no Roficracian, nor very fond 
or credulous of /:racles; yet I often wonder 
at the Treaſures of this Aonarch, which ap- 
pear Inexhauſtible. But the Ways of K:ngs 
are ſecret, and he of France is ſingular in his 
Myſterious Merhods of growing Rich and 
Great. Neither do all his Magnificent Ex- 
pences, ſeem to diminiſh his Wealth. The 
King of Sueden has been his Pexſioner ever 
fince he began to Reign: And Millions of 
French Gold, are diſperſed among the Ger- 
man Princes. 

Theſe Things cauſe his S$z4je£ts to deſcant 
variouſly. But I referr 'em to. thy Oracalons 
Judgment, whoſe Single Tefta is of Ten Thou- 
ſand Times more Worth, than the Decrees of 
a French Parliament. . 


Paris, 3d- of the 75th. Moon, 
of the Year 1661s 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 
of” Sidon. 


Ne W 1 will vent H«/yThings,and what the 
| Divinity ſhall Inſpire. The Porld was in 

Weeds when Hoſain the Prophet was flain,and 
the/7o0z put on: her Hourning Dreſs. The Thm- 
brels of Perſia, Arabia and Babylon were heard 
in the Dead of Night: Their Sound reach'd 
to the Third Heaven : The Shepherds ran to 
the Heights of the Earth, to diſcover the Oc: 
caſion of ſo much Nciſe. The Sentinels of 
Forts and Caſtles gave the Alarm, and the 


len of War took hold of the Sword, the Bow 
and the Spear. The T5erz overflowed its 
Banks, and Dzarbekir became a Lake. A 
Dark Body of Clouds overcaſt the Sky, and 
poured forth Thunder, Lightning and Hall. 
Fire ran along on the Sands of the De/art, and 


the Air was all ina Flame. Horror poſleſs| 


the Minds of Mortals, and the Argels them- 
ſelves were Uneaſy. The Beaſts of the Field 
ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dragons 
were touch'd with Remorſe. Only the more 
Venomous Ky/#baſchi fwell'd withPride-: The 
Poyfſon of Murder and Hereſy had puft'd uy 
their Sozls: They and their Poſterity are ac 
curs'd to this Day, and to the Hour of the Ir- 
revocable, Sentence, Y 

O Santont 
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O Santone, Great is thy Fazth, in that thou 
haſt abandoned the Shadow of this World.and: 
ſeparated thy ſelf from the Contagion of Mor- 
tals. I revere the Majeſty of thy Sublime 
Soul, the Intelle&t ranging at Liberty. Thou 
daily gathereſt Flowers from the Garden of 
Eaen, and being in the Body, enjoyeſt the 
Sweets of Paradiſe. Kings would lay down 
their Crowns to taſte of thy Pleaſures, did 
they but know them, and exchange all the 
Glory of Emprres, for one Moment of thy 
Unſpeakable Bliſs. Thou Companion andCare 
of Angels,Darling of the Monarch Omniportent 7 

Where-ever thou lieft down, whether by 
Day or by Night, the Patchers Above frand 
ready with Tmbrella's toskreen thee from the 
Scorching Beams of the Sn, the Chilling 
Darts of the /f0ox and Stars, and from all In. 
juries of Weather. The Elements go out of 
their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all MNatare 
eſpouſes thy Intereſt. | 

The Merchant hires a Thouſand Camels, 
and Ioads them with the Choiceſt Riches of 
the Levant. He endures all the Fatigues of 
a long and dangerous Travel, through $5714, 


 Arabiaand Perſia; runs the Rifque of Rob- 


bers, Diſeaſes, and Ten Thouſand Methods: 
of Death: And after all his. Hazards and 
Pains, 1s not half ſo Happy nor ſo Rich as 
thou, who aboundeſt in Every Thing, becauſe: 
thou defireſt Nothing which chou haſt not,. 
or that is Unneceſſary. The Ploygh-men la- 
bour.forheein the Field, and fo do the A4r- 
zificers in the City. The Noble and the Vul- 

- gar 
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gar are thy Purveyors, and the Greateſt Sove. 
reigns pay Tribute to thee, Every Houſe is 
thy Home, and they count themſelves Hap- 
py, under whoſe Roof thou vouchſafeſt to 
{leep- They are really ſo; for Benediction 
accompanies the Perfect Man in all his Ways, 
and the Favours of Heaven over-take them 
that ſhew Kindneſs to him. Thou art Lord 
of other Men's Eſtates, and every Man's Field 
is thy Inheritance. Thou enjoyeſt the Riches 
of this World, withour being tainted with 
the Vices that attend %#m, and receivelt 
Immortal Aflurances and Seals of the Future 
Glory, in the Life which is to come- Oh! 
Happy Eſtate of the Righteous ! Oh! Life to 
be truly envied ! 

As for me, I'm like a Galley- $/ave, chain'd 
down. to his Oar, and forcd to Row Inceſ- 


ſantly whither the 2Laſter of the Veſſel Com- | 


mands. So am I oblig'd to-obey the Dictates 
of my Saperiours, whether there be Sinin the 
Caſe or no. I am faſten'din.the Cares of this 
Vain World, and the more Particular Anxie- 
ties of State. From all which thou art Hap- 
pily free. 

Oh that it were Lawful for me to ſhake 
off the Fretting Yoke, and difintangle my 
{lf from the Snares of Humane Policy ! That 
I might live like the Men of the Fir/t Ages, 
who honour'd the Earth as their Common /6- 
ther, and made no Envious Encloſures! They 
ſported Innocently on her Fragrant Boſom, 
and never moleſted their Kind Parent ,. by 
Cruelty to any of her Off- Spring. They _ 
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the Milk of her Breaſts : Her Veins ſtream'd 
with Wine and Honey. They banquetted on 
Variety of Excellent Fruits, and no Body 
thought of Killing and Eating his Fe/low- 
Animal. The Birds could then range the Air 
without Fear of the Fowler ; neither did any 
Yawling Huntſman rowze the Timorous Hare 
from her Seat. The Roes and the Hinds could 
ſcamper at Pleaſure o'er the Plain, without 
being hatter'd to the Mountains and Rocks 
for SanCtuary ; neither did any (ly Angler tre- 
pan the Fiſh of the Rivers. As for the Sea, 
'twas then Unknown ; No Man as yet, had 
ventur'd on that Perfidious Element, or found 
out the Uſe of Ships. There was in thoſe 
Days no Foreign Commerce or Traffick, nor 
any Need of it. Every. Region ſupply'd its 
Inhabitants with what was Uſeful and Ne- 
ceſfary : And thoſe Temperate Morrtals defir'd 
no more- They lived without Irregular Ap- 
petites, free from Ambition, Fraud and Blood. 

This is the Life ſo much defir'd by me, and 
which thou a&tually enjoyeſt. God augment 
thy Felicities and Raptures, rhat thou mayeſt 
paſs from one Viſion and Ecſtaſy to another, 
till Gavrziel ſnatch thy Soul away in a Divine 
Tranſport, beyond the Poſſibility of a Relapſe. 

Holy Santee, whilſt thou art on Earth, 


pray for me; and when thou art among the 


Immortals, do me ſome Favours which may 
laſt for ever. | 


Paris, 26th. of the 8th. Moon. 
of the Tear 1661. © 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII 
To Dgnet Oglou.. 


V 'Y Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to 

keep Company with all Sorts of Peo- 
ple. Hence I indifferently affociate my elf 
with Stateſmen, Souldiers, Courtires, Prieſts, 


Fidlers, Mechanicks, Seamen, .or Perſons of 


any Profeſſion, from whom. I can hope for 
any Improvement : For, there is hardly {0 
deſpicable a Fellow in the World, who may 
[not teach an Inquiſitive Mind ſomething, to 
which it was a Stranger before. 

Sometimes I converſe with Paznters, whom 
T generally find to be Men of Wit and Sence, 
but very lewd and diflolute : However, -they 
ſerve to divert my Melancholy, to which thou 
knoweſt I am much inclin'd- For they are 
the merrieſt Sparks in the World, abounding 
with ſmart Repartees, Jeſts and Comical Sto- 
ries, beſides a Hundred Mimical Tricks of good 
Buffoonry to make one laugh ; that it is al 
moſt Impoſſible to be ſad in their Com: 
pany. | 

- They are moſt of them bred in the Acaat- 
29, Or in Colleges and Schools where the Si- 
excerare profets'd: It being in a Manner ne- 


ceflary, That Men of this Zr7agde ſhould have 


a Smack of all Sorts of Learning, and efpeci-| 


ally, that they ſhou'd be indifferent good 


a 
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Hiſtorians ; they being many Times defir'd 
to repreſent Pieces of ' Antique and Modern 
Hiſtory, without a Pattern. They have' a 
very Facetious Way alſo of telling a Story to 
the Life, as well as of drawing it ſo in Pi- 
ure They wou'd diffolve the moſt Rift 
and moroſe Haag: into Laughter and Jollity, 
to hear how gracefully they will ridicule the 
molt ſerious Matrers, and turn every Thing 
into Barleſque: For they are Admirable Sa- 
tyriſfs by Nature. 

Yet theſe are not all alike, but differ in 
their Tempers hke other Men. Some of them 
are Proud and Stately, others Fawning and 
Abject : Andall of them great Humoriſts. | 

It wap an odd Whim. of /1artin Heemskirk, 

a Famous Painter, that was born at a Village 
of the ſame Name. He died in the Year of 
the Chriſtians Hegira, 1574. This Man had 
amaſs'd rogether in his Lite Time a Vaſt 
Quanrity of Money ; and having no Wife or 
Children, nor other Relations of his own to- 
leave it to, he was reſolvd to do ſomething, 
for which he mighr be talk'd of after his. 
Death. I have heard of many dying Men, 
that have had one Caprice or other in making 
their laſt 77/7/1 and Teſtament : But thou wilt 
fay. this of 7Aarrin's was Singular. For, on 
his Death-bed he bequeath'd all his Wealrh 
to be diſtribured into Equal Dowries or Por- 
tions, wherewith to marry a certain Number 
of aids of Heemihirh, his Birth-place, 


' Yearly. on. this Condition, That the New- 


married Couple, with all the Wedding: Gueſts, 
ſhou'd dance on his Grave. It 
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It 1s neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince 
his Death, there has been a great Alteration 
of Religion in thoſe Parts : The Inhabitants, 
which in his Time were Roman Catholicks, are 
now all Proteſtants, And at the Time of this 
Change or Reformation, as they call it, it 
was the General Practice of the Proteſtants, 
to demoliſh all mages and Croſſes where: ever 
they found 'em. Now it was the Cuſtom of 
the Roman Catholicks, to ſet up a Crefs at the 
End of every Sepalchre of the Dead. Yet, 
ſo great a Veneration have the Heemskirker: 
for the Memory of this Painter, that whereas 
there is not a Cyro/5 to be ſeen ſtanding in all 
the Country befides; yet his, being of Braſs, 
remains untouch'd, as the onely T:t/e their 
Dazghters can ſhew to his Legacy. 

"Twas 2 more Cruel and Inhumane Caprice 
of an Tralian Painter (I think his Name was 
Giotto) who defigning to draw a Cracifix 
to the Life, whead['d:a poor Man to ſuffer 
himſelf to be bound to a Cro/s for an Hour, 
at the End of which he ſhou'd be releas'd a- 
g2in, and receive a Conſiderable Gratvity for 


his Pains. But, inſtead of this, as ſoon as 


he had him faſt on the Cro/s, he ſtabb'd him 
Dead, and then fell ro drawing. He was e 
fteem'd the Greateſt /1aſter in all Italy at 


Gio 


that Time. And having this Advantage, of [g: 


a Dead Man hanging on a Cos before him, 
there's no Queſtion, but he made a Matchlels 
Piece of Work on t- 

As ſoon as he had finiſh'd his P:itFare, he 
carried it to the Pope, who was aſtoniſh'd, as 
al 


abſe 
1 
ſext 
ting 
Kon 


at 
of 
m, 
eſs 


he 
2s 
at 
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at a Prodigy of Art, highly extolling the Ex- 
quiliteneſs of the Features and Limbs, the 
Languiſhing, Pale Deadneſs of the Face, 
the Unaffected Sinking of the Head : In a 
Word, he had drawn to the Life, not onely 
that Privation of Senſe, and Motion which 
we call Death ; bur alſo the very Want of the 
leaſt Vital Symptom. | 

This 1s better underſtood, than expreſfs'd. 
Every Body knows that it is a Maſter-piece 
to repreſent a Paſſion, or a Thought well and 
naturally. Much greater is it to deſcribe the 
total Abſence of theſe Interiour Faculties, fo 
25 to diſtinguiſh the Figure of a Dead Man, 
from one that is onely Aileep. 

Yet all this and much more, cou'd the Pope 
diſcern in the Admirable Draught which G7- 
«to preſented him. And he lik'd ir fo well, 
that he refolv'd to place it over the A/tar of 
bis own Chappel/ : For, thou know |, this is 
the Praftice of the Nazarenes, to Adore P:1- 
tures and Images, Giottotold him, Since he 


-Flikd the Copy fo well, he wou'd ſhew him 


the Original, it he pleas'd. 
What doſt thou mean by the Or12:2al, ſaid 
the Pope? Wilt thou ſhew me Chri/t Jeſs 


. Jon the Cro/s in his own Perſon > No, reply'd 


Giotto, but I'll ſhew your Hol;neſs the Ori- 
ral from whence I drew this, if you will 
abſolve me from all Puniſhment. 

The good old Father ſuſpefting ſomething 
xtraordinary by the Painter's thus Capitula- 
ting with him, promis'd on his Word to par- 
don him- Which Gatto: believing, wo 

; _ , al 
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ately told him where it was: And attending |w 
him to the Place, as foon as they were en- |S 
terd, he drew a Curtain back, which hung | d; 
before the Dead Man on the Croſs, and told | pe 
the Pope whar he had done. fo 
The Holy Father extremely troubl'd at 6 
Inhumane and Barbarous an Action, repeald | Se 
his Promiſe, and told the Painter, he ſhould | ?; 
ſurely be put toan Exemplary Death. mo 
Grotto ſeeming reſigned to the Setence pro- [In 
nounc'd upon him, onely begg'd leave to ht-fan 
niſh the Pi&#zre before he dy'd; which was | m 
granted him. In the mean while, a Guard all 
was ſet upon him to prevent his Eſcape. As the 
ſoon as the Pope had caus'd the Pidtare to bef the 
deliver'd intro his Hands, he takes a Bruſh] « 
and dipping it in a Sort of Stuff he had ready{ | 
for that Purpoſe, daubs the P:&zre all over] Th 
with it, ſo that nothing cou'd now be ſeen] the 
of the Cracifix : But it was quite effacd in| fi 
all outward Appearance. this 
' This made the Pope ſtark mad : Heſtampdd, |ten 
foam'd and rav'd like one in a Phren'ſy. Heſfixc 
ſwore the Painter ſhould ſuffer the moſt]wei 
Cruel Death that cou'd be invented, unlef|tur, 
he drew another full as good as the former:| 4 
For if but the leaſt Grace was miſting, he[are 
wou'd not pardon him- Bur if he cou'd pro-Jbec: 
duce an exact Parallel, he wou'd not onely|ae/s 
give him his Life, but an Ample Reward in|the 
Mon-y. \ fly 
The Painter, as he had Reaſon, "defird(Sin, 
this under the Pope's Signer, that he might|Dez 


not be in Danger of a Second Repeal: Whuchmot 
was 
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was granted him- And then he took a wer 


|Sponge, and wip'd off all the YVarni/Þ he had 


daubd on the Pictare. And the Cracifix ap» 


| peared the ſame in all Reſpects, as it was be- 


fore. 

The Pope, who looked on this as a great 
Fecret, being Ignorant of the Arts which 
Painters uſe, was raviſhed at the ſtrange Yet a- 
morphoſes, And to reward the Painter's treble 


- ingenuity, he abſolv'd him from all his Sins, 


and the Puniſhments due to them ; ordering 
moreover his Steward, to cover the Piltrre 
all over with Gold, as a farther Gratuity for 
the Painter, And, they ſay, this Crucifix is 
the Original by which the moſt famous Cr-- 
cifixes in Exrope are drawn. 

I need make no other Refleftion on this, 
Than that as the Suppos'd Murder of 7e/75 
the Son of Mary, is the Source of all the Chr:i- 
ftrans Devotion ; ſo the real Hemicide which 
this Painter committed, has made it more in- 
tenſe and fervent, by how much the Crxc:- 
fixes drawn after his Pattery, excel all thar 
were ſeen before them, in the Zr7ag:ical Portrai- 
ture of the Ifartyr'd /Meſſias. 

And, from this Reaſon it 1s, that Painters 
rein fo great Eſteem among the Jtalians, 
becauſe they form the Gods which thoſe I»fi- 
dls Adore. It is no wonder therefore, that 
the Chief Head of their Charch, ſhould fo ea- 
fly Abſolve 14arder in a Painter, asa Vemal 


in, eſpecially when it is done iz Oraine ad 


ht|Deum, as the eſwites ſay, that is, to pro- 
chinote God's Glory, as the Pope eaſily per- 


Vas 


{uaded 
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ſuaded himſelf this was : Since 1do/atry is the 
main Engine which ſupports the Stare and 
Grandeur of the Roman Court. And all 


the World knows, that Holy City is a Type 


of Heaven; or ar leaſt, the Crafty Prieſts 
would fain repreſent it ſo. 

My Friend, thou and I have ſeen enough 
of their Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sic. 
Praiſebe to God, they had not Power to per- 
vert us. Our Faith remains Inviolate: We 
ftill poſſeſs the Integrity of A1uſulmans, 
the Native Attach we owe to the Prophet, 
who was ſent to Exterminate Jdo/s. fn a 
word, we Adore none but One God, Creator 
of the Yorlds. May that Incomprehenſible 
for ever keep us in the ſame Faith and 
Practice, till the Releaſe of our Soxls. 


Paris, 13th. of the gth, Aoos, 
of the Tear 1661 


LE T- 


ps 
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LETTER VIIL 


To Lubano Abufei Saad, az Egyp- 
tian Knight. 


His Coart is now at Fontainbleau, and 

all ſeem to be diſfloly'd in Joy for the 
Birth of a Daxphin, The Leen was deli- 
vered of this Young Pr:xce, on the Firſt Day 
of rhis Afoo0u. There's Nothing but Feaſting, 
Dancing and Revelling on this Account, with 
Bonehres and Conegratulatory Addrefles. Only 
the Dake of Orleans, the King's Brother, has 


Tntle Reaſon to bs over-merry ; fince he was 


the next Preſumptive Heir of the Crown, 1n 
Caſe the King died without Iftne-Male : For 
the Laws of France excludes a Female from 
Reigning. Yer, this D-ke diflembles his In- 
ward Grief, for being thus pur by his Hopes, 
and appears as Joyful, as the Father himſelf, 


| He huggs and admires the Roya/ Babe, wiſhing 


nim Health and long Life in Compliment, 
whom he really could rather wiſh out” of the 
World ; or at leaſt, that he had never come 
into it» So violent'are the Temptations to a 
Crown, {0 ſtrong the Deſire of Empire, That 
the Nearneſs of Rel/atioz, which endears the 
Reit of Mortals one to another, eftranges the 
Hearts 'of Princes from thoſe of their own 
Bhod, if they ſtand in the Way of their Am- 
bition. And I can _ thee, the French do 

: not 
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' not ſpare to ſay, the Dake of Orleans has e. 
nough of this Vice to attempt great Things, 
were not his Genzzs over-aw'd, by the Match- 
leſs Fortune and Spirit of his Brorher. 

Neither is the K:»g himſelf Inſenfible of 
this; remembring with what Warmth the 
Dake received the Flattering Addreſles of ſome 
Coxrtiers, during his Brother's dangerous Sick- 
neſs, when the Phyſicians had well-nigh given 
him over for a Dead Man. | 

I was acquainted with this Paſſage bur late- 
ly by O/mn the Dwarf, who watches all rhe 
Motions of this Court. He tells me, that the 
King being inform'd, a Rumour was whif- 
pered among the Granaees of his Death, 
cauſed them all to be ſent for, and to paſs 
through his Chamber, whilſt the Curtains of 
his Bed were drawn open, that they might 

ſee their Soverergs alive, tho' in a bad Stateof 

Health. He ſays moreover, That the true 

Reaſon, why ſeveral Lords of late have been 

removed from their Offices about the K:ng, is 

becauſe he reſented 111 the too early and paſ- 
ſionate Court they made to the Duke of Or- 
leans, on the Report of his Brother's Death. 

. *Tis natural to all Men, to love themſelves, 

and to defire the Diſpoſal of their own Af- 

fairs No Man would be content to have his 

Eftate given away by his Servants, at their 


own Diſcretion» And Sovereign Monarchs 
are the moſt Jealous of all Men in ſuch Caſes : 


Particularly, the King of France is known to 
be a Prince very ſenfible of his Honour, and 
foon touched in that Point, by the leaſt Ap- 

Pearance 
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ing themſelves Inexhauſtible Fountains oF. - 


pearance of Diſ-reſpect in his S»bjefZs, and of 
Encroachment in his Neighbours. 

As for the Dake of Orleans, he is a Prince 
of no Great Character, either as 2 Souldier, 
or 4 Stateſman, Neither has he been much 
talked of in the World, till the Beginning of 
this Year, when he Married an Engl:/þ Prin. 
ceſs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to the late 
Murder'd King of that 1Vation. 

We have had another /atch here alſo, be- 
tween the late Dake of Orleans's Daughter, 
and the Prince of Toſcany. Thele things oc- 
cafion various Diſcourſe among thoſe who 
pretend to weigh exa(tly the different Inte- 
reſts of Chri/t;an Courts, eſpecially of ſuch as 
are concerned in the New A/zances. For, the 
Greateſt onarchs here in the 7e/#, marry 
only for Profit and Advantage, to Fortity 
themſelves by a cloſer Union with the Hox/e 
to which they are Ally'd. Whereas our 
Eaſtern Princes only indulge their Paſſions 
in the Choice of their Wives; admitting none 
to their Embraces, but the moſt Exquiſite 
Beauties that can be found. And where they 
once pitch their Phancy, they neither_regard. 
Riches, Honour, or any other Recommen-®- 
dation , ſave what their Love ſuggeſts; be- 
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Wealth, Nobility and good Fortune to all 

who have the Happineſs to be in their Fa- 

vour. 

They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and proſti- 

tute the Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign 

Prince, for the Sake of a little Gold, and 
E 2 much 


—— 
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much Trouble, with a proud Female, whom 
perhaps they never ſaw. Yet this 1s the com. 
mon Practice among the Princes of the Na- 
zarene Belief; Who conſider nor, that in- 
ſtead of a Wite, a Partner of their Empire, 
and a Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a 
Traytor, an Enemy : Eſpecially if ſhe be a 
Woman of Wit and Intrigue, as moſt of them 
are» This made the now 2zeen- other, the 
Relict of Lewis NT, tufpected by her Buſ- 
band; and the preſent £eez of France is un« 
der the like Circumſtances: And it will al- 
ways be fo, where Princes Match themſelves 
after this manner, and cannot debarr their 
Wivzs from holding a ſecret Correſpondence 
with the Famz!y trom which they Deſcend. 

Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politichs are the moſt 
refined and ſecure of any in the World; our 
Religion moſt Holy, and our Aforals moſt 
Sound. Which Three are evident Signs, That 
God:has raiſed up this Sacred Empire, to ſub- 
due' all the Nations on Earth, and bring 'em 
to the Faith of his Divine Vaity. 


aFaris; gth. of the 11th. Ifooy, 


"+ of the Tear 1661. 
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ERETTER IX. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
S12110r, 


Jam now in my Chamber by a Glowing 
Fire, wanting Nothing that can comfort a 
Reaſonable Man : Whilſt I hear the Winds 
whiſtling, the Snow driving upon my Win- 
dows, and the Hollow Voices of the Fatch 
proclaiming a Night little leis Cold, than that 
laſt ing one they teel in the ArCick Circle once a 
Year. Yet I wiſh my ſelf in a Plain, or on 
the Top of fome High Mountain , where 
I might feel Natzre in the moit Rigid of all 
her Humours. I love Variety, and 'risa Pain 
to be confined to pleaſure it ſelf, when 'tis all 
of one Kind, or what I'm us'd to. - 
'Tis to thee, my Dear Ha!/;, I owe this 
Thought, when you told me once, as we were 
walking together in the Cemetery of Sultan So- 
lyman's Moſque, That Man is made for all 
Things. | FP 
I remember the Elegance and Force of Rea- 
ſon with which you explained your Senti- 
ments, upon a Loſs which I had then ſuſtain- 
ed by Shipwrack ; comforting me with this 
Reflection, Thar all the Gains on Earth are 
only Burdens ; all the Riches, Honours, Plea- 
ſures, and whatſoever 1s defired by Mortals, 


are but ſo many Clogs to tie us falter to this, 
F 3 Little, 
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Little, Narrow Glcbe, whereon we're born to 
trample as our Foot-Stool, E 

All this is true ; but I conſider farther, That 
the Occurrences of this Life ought to be re- 


ceived with Indifference, and we ſhould be as. 


Chearful in a Pri/oz, as in a Palace ; becauſe 
Nothing can happen to us, which was not 
decreed by Fate. Methinks I could go as free- 
ly to Torments in a Juſt Cauſe, as to a Sump- 
tuous Banquet. I could. ſmile ar the Malice 
of my Perſecutors, and triumpb o'er the Vain 
Execationers, when I ſee them ſweat at their 
Inhumane Toll, and yet can never have their 
Wills of a Soxl caſt in ſuch a Mold as mine. 
Whatever they may do with my Body, tho' 
they excruciate me with a Thouſand Inventi- 


ons of Cruelty, tho' they reduce me to Aſhes, 


yet they cannot rob me of my Reaſon. Nei- 
ther Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor any other 
Inſtrument of Barbarous Rage, can hurt my 
Thoughts. I ſhall till have the Power of 
Meditating, in Spight of 'em all: AndI e- 
fteem that the Specifick Happineſs of a Ra- 
7:0nual Creature. There's no ſuch Thing as 
Pleaſure or Pain, but what our Opinion 
makes ſo. I have try'd. to handle Fire; I've 
graſped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 
Hand, with which I now write. The de- 
vouring Element ſoon faſtned on my Skin, 
and eat'its way through into my Fleſh, whilſt 
I was buſy in Contemplating its Nature and 
' EffeAs, without being concern'd in any Sence 
of Pain. I kepta tite Rein, and curb'd my 
Souls I held it within Compaſs, and would 

not 
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not ſuffer it to winch, or laſh, or flounce out 


_ of itsſelf, or deſcend into my Body, toreſcue 


the Part Aﬀe8ted, or be concern'd at its Grie- 
vance. But when I reflected on the Inconve- 
nieres that might follow, and that it would. 
hinder me from ſerving the Grand S1gnior and 
my Friends, I threw the Coals away, well 
ſatisfied that I had made the Experiment 
without" prejudicing my Reaſon, or falling in- 


_ to any Paſſion Unbecoming a Man- 


I rake as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in 
Eating or Drinking; in Labour, as in Reſt ; 
in Watching, as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs 
or Contrariety in Nature, which does not af- 
ford me as much Delight as Mediocrity,or the 
Golden Mean it felt. I find Guſt in every 
Thing that happens to me. And this I take 
to be the Proper Part of a 4uſſulman, or of 
one Reſzgned to God 

Yet this hinders me not from buſtling in 
the World, and proſecuting my Buſineſs with 
Alacrity and ſome Eagerneſs. We are born 
for Action, and not wholly for Thought. 
'Tis a mix'd Life we are to kad on Earth. 
But when I fail of my End, or defired Suc- 
ceſs in any Undertaking, I am not troubl'd, 
conſidering I was born to encounter Evil as- 
wellas Good in this Mortal State. | 

In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to- 
the Celebrated 4pathy of the Soicks, I feel 
Pleaſure and Pain from the ſame Objects 
which thus affect other Men : But I feel 'em 


with Indifference, not ſuffering my Under- 


ftanding and Judgment to participate with my 
Paſlion and Sence. - E. 4 I have 
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I have perceived my ſelt ſometimes in Ago. 
2175 which I thought exactly anſwered the 
Character of thoſe which dying Perſons feel. 
And I believe.they were ina Degree the very 
ſame: Yet I found no Panick Fears uporr me, 
no Dread of that Amazing Change : But ra- 
tizer certain Blooming Hopes, Young, Tender 
Springing, Joys, arifing from the Thoughts of 
a New Lite, the Unavoidable Effet of that 
which we call Death, wherein I promiſed my 
elf rhe Pleaſure of Freſh Enjoyments and 
Diverfions, to which I was wholly then a 
_ Stranger. 
It thou thinkeſt this too Extravagant, and 


that Death 1s not a Proper Obje&t of our. 


Wiſhes, yet thou wilt at leaſt acknowledge, 


Thar it may furniſh us with ſufficient Argu- 


ments of Content and Acquieſcence, fince no 
Man can avoid it, and it 1s ſure to entertain 
us with Novelties which we never were .ac- 
quainted with before, which recommends it 
under'a very defirable Figure, becauſe Hu- 
mane Nature perpetually covets New Things. 

I have ſeen Perſons Condemned to Death 
here in Parzs, who have been offer'd Life on 
certain Conditions not agreeing with their 
- Humour ; yet have refuſed 1t, and rather 
choſe Death which they knew would free 'em 
at once from all their Preſent Troubles. And 
thou know'ſt with what Refignation our 
Greateſt Baſſa's ſubmit their Necks to - the 
Executioners, when the Grand Signior thinks 
fit to call for their Lives. All thar they reply 
to the Fatal Hanaate, is, The Will of my So- 


verengn 
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vereien Lord be done. They at once gather 
up alt the Strength of their ſcattered Reaſon, 
and ſhrink their dilated S9#/s tro a Point. 
Then with a Re-doubled Force, they ſhake 
off their Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and 
the Pleaſures of this Lite, as a Man rowzes 
from a long Dream or Trance. With Smiles 
and a profound Submiſtion they kifs the Royal 
Firme, being awaken'd to the Thoughts of 


more Illuſtrious and Serene Joys, than this 


eroſs Earth aftoards, even to the Ineffible 
Pleaſures of Eqdexn, the fure Reward of thoſe 
that die in Obedience and Peace : Since they 
are to be eiteemed Martyrs, as well as thoſe 
who meet Dearth in the Fietd of the S$Szcred 
Combat, in the 7/ar-tor our Holy Faith. 

Oh! that it were my Lot thus to expire 1n 
Honour, ro have my latt Breath mixed wir 
the Devourt Aſpirations and Suftrages of Trxe 
zelievers, that fo my Example might edify 


others, and the Publick Character of an Un- 


tainted Loyalty might benefit my felf : Whilit 
Fame proclaimed it before my Arrival at the 
Inviſible Regions, to prepare the Gho/ts of Juſt 
Men to bid me welcome, and give mea kind 
Reception, who am yet wholly a Stranger in 
thoſe Parts of the World : For Death ir ſelf 
cannot baniſh me out of the Univerſe» And 
there's my laſt Comfort. 

Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude; 
I'm Melancholy by this Kind of Diſcourſe: 
Burt I tell thee, 'tis only another way of Ex- 
preſſing the Secret Pleaſure and Tranquility of 


my $1, which is more to be valued by him 
© that, 
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that enjoys it, than all the Laughter and Ex. 
travagant Mirth in the World. Theſe only 


ruffle our Paffions, and raiſe a Duft in our 
Eyes : Whereas the other compoſe and pu. 


 rify our Reaſon, giving us a Conſtant Pro-||. 


{pect of Things Paſt, Preſent, and to Come, 


.$0 that we can never be ar a Loſs, but alwaysf - 


ready equippd for the worſt Contingencies, 
Halt, Adieu. 


Paris; 25th. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Year 1661, 


LETEER x. 
To. the 4 AMC. 


T H E Coxnrt of France in all Things en- 
dexyours to imitate the Ancient Gran- 
deur of the Roman Emperonrs, and their Po- 
\ licy. As they had their Amphitheatres, where- 
' on were exhibited all Sorts of Shows and Spe- 
tacles todivert the People in Time of Peace; 
ſo have thefe their Theatres whereon accor- 
ding to the more Acceptable Mode of the 
preſent Age, are repreſented the Various 
Kinds of - Vertus and Vice; Men's Follies, 
and Perfection; Modern Humours , and 
the: Ancient Morality; Intrigues of Love, 
and of State ; Surprizing Attions of Far, and 
the Subtle Qvertures of Peace ; The Than 
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of Sovereigns, and Rebellion of Sabjeits. In 
fine, Whatſoever is treated of in Books, 1s here 


Adted to the Life on the Stage, and with fo 
much Advantage of Scenes, Interludes, Mu- 


; fick, Dances, Language, Wit, Humour, and 


the like Charming Circumſtances, That 


"a Man at ſome Hours cannot better paſs away 


his Time, than in being preſent at theſe En- 
rertainments. Where all that he has read, ei- 
ther in Ancient or Modern H:/tory, deſerving 
Remark, ſhall be ſucceſſively preſented to his 
View, as efficacioully as if the Perſons were. 


now living, and in preſence, whoſe Actions 


each Play deſcribes. 

There you ſhall be introduced as it were, 
into the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus : 
You ſhall accompany — the Great in 
his Expeditions through Afia : You ſhall fee 
him die of Poy/or at Babylon, and the Aface- 
donian Empire Cantoniz'd among his = 


cers : You ſhall behold all the Roman Caſars: - 


in their /e and Fall: With whatſoever Parti- 


culariries were obſervable in this or any other 


Renown'd /Honarchy on Earth ; not exclu- 


ding the laſt and moſt Univerſal Empire of” 
the Ottomans. For theſe [nfidels prefume to : 
a(t o'er again, the Part of T:zmerlen, and lead. 
about in a Dramatick Triumph, the Encag'd,. 
yet {till Invincible Bajazer. In Habits, which: 
only become the deſtin'd Congueroars of the: 


WYorld, theſe Slaves dare perſonate the Glori- 
ous Solyman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himfelt, the 
Stouteſt Emperoxr that ever Retgned: I mean, 
the Vncle of our preſent Soverergn. Be- 


/ 
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| Beſides Trae Hiſtory thus repreſented, the | T 
Spectators are ſometimes diverted with Faba- | ar 
loas Entries of Gods, Nymphs, Fannes, S$a- || le 
yrs, Muſes, Graces, 2onſters, and what- | A 
ſoever we find in the Ancient Poets. Ly 

There you ſhall fee Prowethers fetching | y; 
Fire from Heaven, to give Lie to his Xen || p 
of Clay; Lycaon transformed into a Yo!f, for || ti 
his Inhoſpitable Carriage to J#piter ; Gany. || & 
-eae, ſnatched up into Heaven by an Eagle, 
and made Jupiter's Qup-bearer, for his frngu- | g 
lar Beauty. Ir 1s pleaſant alſo to fee Phryxus | £K 
with his Siſter He//e, Swimming o'er the Hel. Þ it 
leſpoat on the Back of a Ram, with a Golden 0 
Fleece; whilit ſhe for Fear, falls off, and is Þ a 
drowned: And from her Nzme [ He!/e] that Þ ir 

* Fea 1s ſuppos'd to be fo called. In the mean }| 
while, Phryxas {wims forward, and arrives at 
Colchis, Where he ſacrifices the Ram, and d 
hangs the Golden Fleece up in the Temple; | 1 

r 

c 


which was atterwards ſtole away by Faſo and 
his Argonarts. It is equally diverting, to ſee 
rhe Artifice of the Scenes and Machines, which 
repreſent 7Zpirer transforming himſelf into a --1 

_ Show'r of Gold, and fo deſcending into Da- | 
aae's Lap, when he begets Perſeus on her, ; 
who ſubdued the Gorgons, and with ednſa's | 
Head, turned:the Cephen Nebles into States, ! 
In a word, all the Ingenious Fift;ons of Or- 
pheus, Homer, Heſiod, Ovid and the reſt of the 
Greek and Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, 7 
not ſo much from one Zangnage to another, | 
as from Words to Attions.and from Dead,In- | 
animate Ciuaracters, to Living Figures of the | 
Things 
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Things themſelves. For theſe Sort of Plays 
are acted by Men, Women and Children cul- 
led out, and Educated for that Purpoſe. 
And the Managers are at a vaſt Charge, for 
Variety of Proper Scenes and Dreſſes for e- 
very Occaſion ; each Afor being exactly Ap- 
parell'd according to the different 2za/ity of 
the Perſons repreſented, and the Made of 
the Age and Country wherein they lived. 

Theſe Sort of Divertiſements, are very a- 
gr:2able both to the Conrt and the City» The 
King takes great Delight in them, eſpecially 
in Zaliets and Paſtorals, which conſiſt chiefly 
of good Songs and Dances, mixed with bold 
and uncouth Entries of Azt:qzes, repreſent- 
ing Afonſfers and Devils, as the Chriſtians u- 
ſually deſcribe 'em. 

But there was lately a check given to their 
Sport, by an Accident which has f{urpriz'd all 
People that hear of it, and has puzztd the 
moſt Intelligent Heads, to 2ive an Account 
of fo ſtrange an Occurrence. 

On the 19th. of this 17o0n, the Ki.g and 
the whole Conrt were preſent at a Baller, re- 
preſenting the Grandeur of to French Mo- 
narcky, About the middic ot che Fntertain- 
ment, there was an AntiqxeDance pciiormed by 
Twelve Maſqueraders, in the fuppos'd Forms 
of Demons. But before they had advanced 
far in their Dance, they found an 1nterloper 


among 'em, who by encreaſing the Number 


to Thirteen, put 'em quite our of their Mea- 
ſures : For they practiſe every Step and Mo- 
tion before-hand, till they are perte&t. Be- 


ing 
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ing abaſh'd therefore at the unavoidable Blun.: 


ders the Thirteenth Atique made 'em com- 
mit,' they {tood ſtill like Fools, gazing at one 


another: None daring to unmask, or ſpeak a 


word; for that would have pur all the Spe. 
Qators into a Diſorder and Confuſion. Car- 
ainal Mazarini (who was the chiet Contriver 


of theſe Entertainments, to divert the King. 
from more ſerious Thoughts) ſtood cloſe by 


the Young Monarch, with a Scheme..dft the 
Ballet in his Hand. Knowing therefore, that 
this Dance was to conſift but of Twelve 4:- 
72:ques, and taking Notice that there were 
actually Thirteen, at Firſt imputed it co ſome 


Miſtake. But afterwards when he perceived 


the Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they 
could not proceed, he made a more narrow 


Enquiry into the Cauſe of this Diſorder. To. 


be brief, they convinc'd the Caraima/, that it 
could be no Error of theirs, by a kind of De- 


monſtration, .in that they had. but Twelve: 


Antique Dreſles of that Sort, which were 


made -on FR for this-particular Ballet; 


whereas the Thirteenth Dancer was diſguiz'd 
after the ſame manner. Therefore they con- 
cluded, that either the Devi/ or ſome body 
elſe, had put a Trick upon 'em- That which 


made it ſeem the greater Myftery was, that: 
when they came behind the Scezes to uncaſe, 
and examine the Matter, they found but 
Twelve Antiqaes, whereas on the Stage there 


were Thirteer- 


- Thepreciſer Sort of Bigots gave it out for- 
certain, That. the Devi/ was amongſt 'em: 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt others more probably ſay, 'T'was only 
ſome Envious or Ambitious Dazc:ng- Maſter, 


who was either refolv'd to be reveng'd for not 


being one of the Twelve, or deſfign'd ro ſhew 
his Parts zcognito, againſt another Oppor- 
tunity, and in the Zzterim, ſet the Corrt a 
wondring at his Singular Skill and Dexterity : 
For it was obſery'd, That one of the Thirteen 
far ſurpaſs d all the Reſt, and did Things to a 
Miracle» 

Be it how it -will, it has brought to Me- 
mory a Paſhage that happen'd on the like Oc- 
cafion at a Town not "- from Paris, about 
Eighteen Years ago, yet was not halt ſo much 
talk'd of then, as 'tis now: Which was the 
Reaſon, I took no Notice of it in any of my 
Letters. But now they are big with it: *Tis 
the general Diſcourſe of all Companies, who 
make Compariſons of that Event with this . 
Perhaps 'twill not be unpleaſant to thee to 
know it» 

In the. Year 1644. toward: the latter End, 
a-Company of S$tage- Players were at a Place 
call d Yitry, entertaining the People with Co-. 
»edies ; But there happen'd ſomething really 
Tragical to one of the Actors... This Man 
was to perform the Part of one Dead, and. 
then. he was to revive again by. Magick, He 
Acted his Part too truly, and bafl'd the Ne- 
cromancer's Art, For when he touch'd him. 
with his Zal;ſman, as the Rules of the Play. 
requir'd, in Order to his Reſawrrettion, the Iu- 
animate Trunk could not obey» The Man. 
was Dead indeed: 

Whether. 
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Whether he over-ſ{trained himſelf in imi- 
tating the Silent, Still, and Irrecoverable Pri- 
vations of thar Paſſive State, and gave his 
ſlippery Sex! a ſtrong Tempration,* with a 
* fair Opportunity, to eſcape its Bonds ; Or, 
whether Heaven had a Particular Hand in fo 
Remarkable a Cataſtrophe, I will not preſume 
to divine. But this and the other Occur- 
rence, has put the People quite out of Con. 
ceit with Plays. 

Sage Hali, remember the Arabian Proverb, 
which ſays, Tis not good to Feſt with God, 


Death or the Devil. For the Firſt na. 


ther can, nor will be mocked; the Second 
mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the 


Third puts an Eternal Sarcaſm on thoſe 


that are too familiar with him. . Adiev. 


Paris, 3oth-. of the 1(t. I1oon, 
of the Tear 1662. | 


LET- 


V 
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LETTER KAI. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


(3? D unravel my Sl, reverſe my Fa- 
calties, turn my Natare inſide out, 
make me a fonſter of a New Predicament, or 
annthilate me, which he pleaſes, if I am not 


true to my Truſt : Yet the 1£6n:/ters of the 
Pert ſuſpect me. | 

By the Thoughts of Aahomet our Holy 
Law-giver, whilſt he was climbing the bound- 
leſs Heights of the Firmament, I've a Heart 
like the Roman Curtias, who bravely leap'd 
into the Fathomleſs A4by/s to fave his Conntry 
from Ruine. They miſtake ſahmat, who 
think he'll be pimpd out of his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries orThreats,Gold or 


| Tortures. I'd run the Riſque of Damnation it 
ſelf to ſerve my Mwerezgn, or to do any 


Thing becoming a Man of Honour. Yet my 
Syperionrs uſe me like a Villain or a Traytor. 
Their Letters are- full of Reproaches and 
Threatnings, as if I were not worthy to live. 
Tis ſtrange to me, whence all this Malice 


| ſhould proceed ; and that after I have done 


and ſuffered all that could be expected from 
a Muſſulman in my Poſt, to demonſtrate my 
Incorruptible Fidelity to the Grand Sigmor, 
I ſhould Rill be perſecuted as a F:afer, and 
Enemy to the Ottoman Intereſt, I know not 
wiat to think of it. It 
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If Thave done any Thing which deſerves 
Death or Impriſonment, why do they not 
fend for me to Conſtantinople, and execute 
Juſtice on me? Or if [am not thought fit to 
continue any longer in this Poſ7, why do they 
not call for my Commiſſion, and give it to 
{ome Body better quality'd? Either of theſe? 
wou'd be a mercitul Proceeding, compard 
with the more Cruel and Ignominious Way 
they have invented to murder me; For, now 
they put me to a lingring Death, by conti- 
nually corroding and waſting the Peace of my 
Soul, which is my Life, with Contemprs and 
Reproaches. 

I am not at all troubl'd when: they tax me 


with Atheiſm, or fay, I'm a Kyſi1baſchi, af 


Libertine, a Chriſtian, a Heathen Philoſopher; 
or when they are pleas'd to make a fonſter 
of me, a Mungrel Gallimaufry, a walking 
Hotchpotch, compounded of Jew, Tark, Na- 
wYarene and Epicure. In loading me. with 
theſe opprobrious Titles, they rank me with 
fome of the Greateſt Mortals, and engage e- 
ven our Holy Prophet himſelf to eſpouſe my 
Cauſe, and vindicate my Reputation ; fince 
he is in theſe very Terms blaſphem'd by the 
Followers of Jeſus : Thoſe Infidels forgetting 
that their own eſ/tas was after the like 
Manner traduc'd by the Jews, who call'd him 
” Impoſtor, Magician, Heretick, Devil, and] 
know not what. This-has been the Lot of 
all Holy Men and Prophets, to be envied and 
aſpersd by the Grandees of the Nation and 
Age wherein they liv'd: Becauſe they boldly 
reprov'd 
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reprov'd their Vices, and taught them the ſin- 
cere Maxims of Vertue both by Word and 
Example. And though I have not Vanity- 
enough to liſt my ſelf in the Number of 
Prophets, or Perfect Men ; yet I have Rea- 


ſon to conclude, That all this Perſecution is 
rais d againſt me, on the Account of the Li- 
berty I take to reprehend the Errors and Fail- 
ings of thoſe, who are Slaves to the Grand 
Signmor as well as I: Tho' I have been com- 
manded to do this by the moſt Auguſt 241nz- 
ſters of the Empire, Bur great Men in Pow- 
e&, love not to be told of their Faults. They 
wou'd live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, without 
the leaſt Check or Controul. They will ra- 


ther cheriſh a Thouſand Flatterers and Syco- 


phants, than ſuffer one Dzogeres to live. 

But that which vexes me moſt, is, That- 
they glance upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as 
if I were falſe to the Truſt which is repos'd in 
me- A Crime tor which I ever had an Invin- - 
cible Abhorrence, and which wou'd ſooner. 
tempt me a Thouſand Times to die, than to 
be once guilty of it. Thou know'ſt my Tem» 
per, and I need ſay no more- | 

I ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indig- 
nation, had I not given my Reſentments this 
Vent, and that to a Friend, who by knowing 
my AfMi6tion, takes one Halt of it for his own- 
Share, and ſo I'm eas d. 


Paris, 24. of the qth. oor, 
of the Tear 1662» 


LETTER 
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To Abrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgy, 
Preacher zo the Seraglto. 


"T"HEY have a Provers here in the 777}, 

which ſays, All is not Gold that gliſters, 
And 'ris frequently verify'd in their own 
Prieſts, who are generally the greateſt Hypo. 
crites 1n the World. 

I had not been long in this City, before I 
ſent a Letter to Bedreain,Srperionr of the Der- 
i/hes of Cogni in Natolia, whoſe Soul is now 
with God; wherein I gave him an Account of 
the Converſe I once had with a Fe/#:re. For, 
pretending to bea Sradent and Retainer to the 
Clergy, I coud not avoid the Company of 
Ecclefiaſtics : Beſides, it was my Interett to 
infinuate into their Acquaintance; and to tel 
the Truth, I have made it a great Part of my 
Buſineſs togain a Familiarity with Prie/?s and 
Derniſhes, ever fince I came hither. 

There was Abundance of Reaſon for this, 
on ſeveral Accounts. For I improvd my 
ſelf much by the Society of thoſe amongſt 
them that are Learned; and Tedify d not a little 
by the very Ignorance and Follies of others. 
From ſome I ſqueez'd out Secrets of State,and 
the INetigns of Cavals: By others I penetrated 
into the Myſterious Vices of their own Order. 

In a Word, all of them taught me ſomething 
| or 


Vol.VI. z Spr at PARIS. 117 


or other which I knew not before; and I ne- 


ver had Occaſion to repent of keeping them 


Company» 

| contracted a Particular Friendſhip with 
an Honeſt Friar or Two in this City, who 
were Perſons of Candour and Learning: Burt, 
now they are Dead. Befides,[ have had no ſmall 
Intimacy with Cardinal Richlieu, and his 
Succeflor Mazarins. IT tell thee, if I had nor 
coveted the Friendſhip. of thefe Przxcely 
Prieſts, yet it had been impoſlible to eſcape 
their Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as I 
make. For, it was their conſtant Practice, 
thus to ſeek out all the Strangers and Travel- 
lers in this City, under Pretence of that 
Great Regard they had for Men of Merit; but 
in Reality, to pump out of them Foreign 
ſecrets, | 
. Cardinal Richlien profeſs'd a great Kindneſs 
to me, becauſe I had been at Conſtantinople 
and in other Parts of the Grand S:gnior's Do- 
minions- He fſeem'd alſo to valne me not 
2 little for my Skill in Interpreting G7eek,, 
Sclavonich , and other Languages of the Eaſt. 
What he thought of me in's Hearr, I cannot 
divine ; bur I have Reaſon to think, he fu- 
ſpected me for a /1u[nlman. And yet I 
wonder he never ſearch'd for the Main Proof, 
the Mark of Circamciſton. Perhaps, 'twas 
an Effe&t of his Good Nature, as bzing loath 
to ruine me Irrecoverably. Bur, I rather 
aſcribe it to Providence, which woud not 
ſuffer him, it may be. to make: fo Fatal a 


ago 
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Reflection: Yet, by his Qrder ſome Years : 
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ago, I was Impriſon'd for Six ſconr. What 
the Meaning on't was, I could never diveinto, 
But, I had a ſhrewd Jealouſy of a certain 
Tranſyluanian Reſident at this Court, who 
perhaps might do me ſome ill Offices. The 
World's like a Lottery, wherein we muſt ex- 
pect to meet with many Unlucky Chances. 

By what I have ſaid, thou. wilt eafily per. 
ceive, That though the Prie/fs make a fair 
Semblance of Piety, Mortification, and other 

Religious Vertues, yet they are great Buly- 
xray and wholly taken up in Sec#lar Af 
airs. 

It this were the Worſt Charatter they de- 
ſerve, they might paſs for very Good Men 
and neceſſary Inſtruments of the Public 
Weltare: Becauſe, they have the Tutelage 
and Guardianſhip of all Men's Conſciences; 
they form 'em in their Youth,and govern 'em 
in their Ripeſt Years. Beſides, they have ma- 
ny Advantages of ſtudying the Pol:t:cks, more 
than other Men, as' being all Educated in the 
Academies, where if they be not very dull, 
they cannot fail of becoming good Hifforian;, 
and Indifferent S:ate/mer. For, their Libra 
ries abound with all Manner of Avcient and 
Atodern Writers; and their Converſation is 
generally refind and pregnant in Intrigues- 

But they corrupt their Learning , with 
falſe Maxims which they borrow from an 
Intolerable Pride and Senſuality ; perſwading 


themſelves, That they are-as far above orher | 


Men, that is, the Zaity, as thoſe are above the 
Heaſts; That God has beſtow'd on them a 


Dignity | 
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Dignity Superiour to that of the Greateſt 
Temporal Aonarchs; and, in fine, That this 
Farth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods 
and Lords of it. 

When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene 
Prieſts, underſtand me not without a Reſtri- 


{| &ion- There are ſome Good and Holy Men a- 


mong{t them, Perſons of Unblemiſh'd Manners, 
and Incorrupt Sincerity. Bur, theſe are very 
rare; and the French Prieſts are eſteem'd the 
moſt ſincere of any within the Pale of the Ro- 
man Charch. 

As for the [talszan Clergy, they are mere 
Libertines; the moſt debauch'd and profligate 
Fellows in the World. 

Adonai the Jew, a late Private Agent of the 
Grand Signior,who had travell'd up and down 
through all Jraly, and reſided a conſiderable 
Time in the Chief Cities and Towns of Note, 
made many curious Cbſervations and Re- 
marks on the Z:ves of the Prieſts, which he 
ſet down in his Formal. This I have by me 
now, it being ſent me, according to my De- 
fire, after his Death by Zeias Alamanzs, his 
egg in that $:4t:o, who is at preſent at 

enice, 


« I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with 


no ſmall Pleaſure; and believe "twill not be 
unwelcome to thee, to give thee an Abſtract 
of what he ſays. 

It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome 
Things, and deliver himſelf too partially in 
others, out of the Natural and Inherent A- 
verſion the Fews have for the Chri/tians: on 

tnou 
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thou wilt find, That in the Main, he inſifts 
onely on fuch Reflections as it becomes any 
Man to make, who has the leaſt Spark of 
Common orality and Reaſon. 

* In theFirſt Place, he finds Fault with the 
Ecclefrafticks, in that they abſtain from ax. 
71age themſelves, yet recommend that State 


to the Laity as a very Holy Sacrament and 


Ayſtery of Religion: Whilſt they indulge 
themſelves at the ſame Time in all Manner of 


Laſciviouſneſs, wallowing in Fornication, A. 


dultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy it (elf. He fays, 
there is hardly one Prie/# in Ten, who does 
not keep Two or Three Harlots; and the 
moſt Recluſe Derviſhes, are either Pimps to 
other Men's Luſts, or they indulge their own 
with the moſt infamous Comrtezans and Cata- 
mites, Theſe Pretenders to Perfection and 
Sanctity, are often found Maſquerading and 
Revelling about the Streets, in the Time of 
Carnaval, with a Company of Whores for 
their Attendance. Nay, all the Year round: 
their 10na/teries are no other than Stews or 
Brothel-Honſes, They introduce Women in- 
to their Ce/!s in a fonaltick Habit, and 0 
they paſs for Men who come to viſit them 
as Friends, Relations or Travellers. Theſe 
. LadiefFof Pl:aſure, he thus conceal'd for ma- 


ny Days and Nights together. And the $z- I 


' perior of the Convent, winks at this for a lit- 
tle Money, being moſt commonly as bad as 
anv of them: 


Theſe Holy Fathers, go marching and' 


flouching along the Streets, in the moſt Mor- 
tify d 
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[tify'd Manner imaginable. You wou'd take. 


em for perfe&t Santones and. 1deots.. Yet this 
{ all but Afmmery, whillt they are the moſt 


n a City, and abounding in wicked Thoughts 


and: Pratices- 
- Adonai tells a pleaſant Story of a young 


loting Hypocrites-in the World, mere Devils... 


Maomaſtich, of St. pranenly Order at. Rome. . 


the City. : On: which ; Account, - he was in- 


to carry good Quantities of Gold and Silver 


I This 140nuk was of Noble Extraction, and. ; 
his Parents: were very .rich, and-powertul in.-: 


{| dulg?d many Liberties, deny?d to the reſt of - 
his Re/igious Brethren, He was permitted: . 


about him, for his: Perſonal Expences ; and: 


to wear a. Secaular Habit, ſuitable to his Birth- 


and Quality, But this. Liberty had. like to 


have prov'd  fatal-to him one Night during. 


the Carnaval. 


pag 


It was late, and very dark, when this Re-- 


hgious Bully was beating the- Streets, : upon 


the Hunt for Whores ; and. walking under -- 
certain P:azza's near the River--Tyber, he 
was accoſted by a Woman-mask?d; and in a; 
very good Dreſs ; who ſpoke to him frankly,. 
asking him -rhe Way to 4 Rotandeo, ' This 13-- 
the Name of a Chxrch in Rome, dedicated to- 


All the Saints : In the Time of the Gentiles, 


equally. beht.i on Pleaſure z.. having alſo- 2 
Hundred Florins about-hims;. pteſently made 


- Antwer, He wou'd condutt her to GET 
| G. —S 


; | twas calld Pantheon, or the Temple of all-. 
; I'the Gods. The Aonk. being in one of his ' 
- | Rambling, Equipages, and his Inclinations 
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ſhe enquir'd for, | She, after ſome counter. 
feit Eflays of- a modeſt |Repulle, at length 
accepted -his Offer : And , by the. Way, he 
perſwaded her into a Tavern. The cunning 
Nymph mmanag'd her- Buſineſs ſo well, that 
the Afonyk, over hearted with -Wine, and 

other coſtly Entertainments, grew fo in Love 
with her, that he forgot ſhe was to: go to 
the Pantheon, and offer'd to. wajt on her 
home:-- $he accepted?:the Monion ;. and. tel- 
ling hias{ her Houſe was'feared- on the Banks: 
of the 75her; they return'd the ſame Way 3s 
they came. | | : 

When they arriv'd at the P:azz4s, where 
they firft mer, Three Perfons appear'd, mut- 
fled up m-Cloaks: Two-of which ſuddenly 
ſeizd the B4zk, holding! their Ponyards'at 
his Breaſt; whilſt che: Third, diſcloſing -the 
hidden Light of a Dark Lanthorn,-which he 
held in his Hand,: faſten'd on the Lady, and 
made her unmask, As ſoon as'he ſaw her 
Face, he ftamp'd and rav'd, menac'd and 
ſwore, he woud--be the Dearh of: that Vik 
lain who had debauch'd his Wife. All this 
was but a fore-laid Defign. In a Word, At- 
ter all the Parts:of an abus'd; incens'd, re- 


vengeful Husband, ated to the Life ; at laft,| 


through the Interceſſion of the Two other 
Reffians, and the Afork's penitent and ſub- 
miſſive Addreſs, it. was concluded to ſpare 
his Life and only- ftrip him: naked; leaving 


him in that Condition to ſeek his Fortune] 
STLATE) bs i ok 29 TY 
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"This was foon' put in Execution, and the 
Free-booters, with. all 'their Prey, fecurely 


march'd. off- The poor A4ozk, thus miſera- - - 
bly: abandon'd, without: Garments, Money, - 


or any Fhing to comfort him in his Calami- 
ty, or to bribe the 7Yatch, gave himſelf over 
to Melancholy. and: Deſpair, in regard this 
Accidznt weu'd bring an Eternal Intamy on 
him, and he ſhou'd be no longer able to ſhew 
his: Face tm' Rome, the Seat of his Nativity ; 
nor among any of his Kindred and Friends. 
Sometimes he thought ro drown himſelf in 
the Tyber-; or elſe to connterfeit a Phrenfy, 
and. fo run bawling, driveling, and talking 
Nonſence through the Streets; hoping the 
reſt wou.d never be divulg'd. 

Whilſt he was-in theſe penfive Thoughts, 
wrefolute what 'to do; the Patch walking 
their Rounds, ' bolted upon him on a fudden ; 
and ſeeing a naked Man, at that Time of 
Night, in fuch a ſolitary Place, at firſt were 
ftarrl'd, .as tho' they had mer a Gho/#; bur 
recollecting- themſelves berter, they. boldly 


feizd his Perfon, -and examin'd how ke came © 


m that.Condittor:. | 
It was in vain for him to-beg, entreat, and 


- promife:'any* Thing, if they wou'd not ex- 


poſe him to open. Shame. This &id but in- 
ereaſe their Curioſity and Sufpicion- In a 
Word, Fhe Place of their Rendezvous being 
very near the ſame Tavern whicre this unfor- 


.tunate /7onk had _ his Strumpet, the 


led him thither, and kept him ' Priſoner: tit. 
the Morning K-le that kept the Houſe, :re- 
G 2 mem- 


> 
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member'd his Face again ; and knowing that 
the Governour of Rome had a ſecret Enmity 
againft the 2fonk, and all his Race, ſent him' 
private. Intelligence of this Adventure, en- 
couraging him to take this-Opportunity of 
Revenge ; hinting withal, That he need nor 
take notice, that he knew the 2Z»k, but 
only puniſh him as an ordinary Fellow, 
breaking the Laws of the City- 

. The Governour, glad of this Occaſion ; 
when the fork was: _ before him, or- 
der'd him to be whipp'd through the very 
Street, where his fonaſtery ſtood. This was 
done APY ; and as he paſs'd by the 
Gate, his Brethren, ſeeing him in thar Con- 
dition, ruſh'd out, and reſcu'd-him from the 
Executioner's: Hands ; breathing Revenge 
againſt. the Governoxr, and all that were con- 
cernd in putting this Diſhonour on their 
Houſe, and the whole Order. 

I mult be forc'd to break off; before I have 


inform'd thee of half their- Tricks ; left-Þ: |; 


ſhou'd tire thee with the Length of my Let-: 
ers, Beſides, it is neceſſary tor me to con-. 
clude, unleſs I wou'd miſs my Oppottunity :: 
For. the Poſt tarries for no Man. 


. Venerable Hadgs, live thou to enjoy the: 
Serene Pleaſures of Vertue-and Innocence; 
and pray for 4ahmut, That he may never be *. 
Rain'd with the Corruptions-and Vices of us | 


faels, among whom he reftdes. 


Paris, the 18th- of the «th. Aon, . 
-- of the Tear 1662, _ | TOR 
37a : LET= 
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LETTER XII. 
To the Chiaus Baſla. 


HE French King's Genins ſeems alto- 

gether bent on AAdartial and Politick 
Af airs ; and tho' he allows ſome Moments to 
his Love, yet the greateſt Part of his Time 1s 
conſecrated to the Neceflary Afﬀairs of State, 
and to the Improvements of Ailirary Diſct- 
pline. This has been his Courſe ever hnce 
the Death of Cardinal Mazarin. That Mis 
witer, whilſt he was living, erdeavoured No- 
thing ſo earneſtly as to diyerr the Young Ao- 
arch from minding Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballets 
and other ſoft Entertainments: Bur as ſoon 
as he was dead, the King began by Degrees to 
{forfake his Youthful Recreations, and look 
into the Affairs of his Government. 

The firſt Bold Stroke of Rega/ Authority 
which he gave, was the Supprefling the Syper- 
mtendant of the Finances, a very Ancient Of- 
e in France, but much abusd of late by 
;Ithoſe who have enjoy'd ir. For, having the 
Management of the Roya/ Revennes, it has 
een found out, That they embezzld them 
{to their own private Uſes, purchafing Houſes, 
aſtles, Towns and the faireſt Eſtates in the 
mgaom for them and their Poſterity. 

The laſt in this Office, was the Stenr For- 
[vet ; who, beſides the waſte he made of the 
| "0-9 King's 
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King's Money in this Kind, was laying up an 
Extraordinary - Proviſion of Arms and Pow- 


der in Belle Iſle, a Sea-Port of France : which |' 


gave the King fo great a Suſpicion of his ill 
Deſigns, That he went in Perſon after him as 
far. as Nantes; and being there farther in- 
tormed of a private Correſpondence held be. 
tween the Siewr Fouquet, and ſome Male- 
contents of Cardinal de Retz,s Party, he 
cauſed him to be arreſted. and ſent Priſoner to 
the Yeood of Vincicunes : From whence he has 
been fince brought to the Baſtile. This was 
done in the 9th. Aon of the laſt Year; and 


*was the Occaſion of erefting a New Chamber 


of Juſtice, to enquire into the Conduct of 
thofewho were employed by Foxquet in the 
Management of the Finances. 

The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has al. 


ready made, of the Cheats and Tricks praGti-| 


{ed by thoſe through whoſe Hands the K:g's 


Revenues have paſs'd, will, its thought, move} 
the King toeftabliſh it as a perpetual and SJ. 
 wereign Conrt of Inquiſition: So that not the] 


Valueof an A/per ſhall henceforth be paid out 
of the Royal Treaſury, without the Approba- 


rion of this Chamber. He has alſo retrenched] 


many ſuperfluous Offices in his Houſhold, 
that he may the more eafily ſupport the Char- 
ves of thoſe rhat are Neceflary- 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Wiſdom | 
'of this Prince, when thou ſhalt know, that 
he truſts Nothing abſolutely to his I4infer:, 
but pries intoeveryThing himſelf. He examins 
Matters of the ſmalleſt Moment, as narrowly 
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as the moſt Important Concerns. He makes 
daily Reformations among his Dome/tick Ser- 
vants, and New-Models both the Army and 
the State» Which is alſo no ſmall Argumenr 
of his Courage, and the Grearneſs of his Spi- 
rit, in that he dares contradict the Methods. 
of all his Progenitors; take rhe Frame of- this 
Mighty Government, as it were to Pieces; 
and having mended every Thing that was 
amiſs, joyn it together again ; bur aftera Pat- 
tern- wholly depending on his ewn Judg- 
ment. - This has aſtoniſhed the Greateſt 
$tateſmen of the Age, . who conſider the Bold- 


neſs of the Undertaking, and yet cannot find 


one falſe Step in his Meaſures For whereas 
formerly, the Princes of the Blood, the Offi- 
cers of the State, the Governonrs of Provinces, 
with other Granadces, have given frequent 
Trouble to the Kings of France, and not ſel- 
dom rais'd Civil Yar, when any Thing diſ- 


-guſted them (fo great wastheir Power, and 
+ fo ſmall their Dependance on the Kg: ) 
This 4onarch has, by a Happy Effect of his 


Judgment and Reſolution, given ſo dextrous 
a Turn to the whole Syſtem of the Publick, 


- that the Prizces find themſelves more aggran- 


diz'd than Ever; tite Officers of the Crown 
perceive their Dignity encreas'd with New 
Luſtres, and the Governoxrs of Provinces ex- 
erciſe a Stronger . Hand over their Subjett-; 
yet all of them are reduc'd to an entire Depen- 


 danceon the K:»g himſelf, not being in a Ca- 


pacity ever to Rebel again» Which is eſteem- 
ed a Miracle of Policy. 
04> As 
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As he has thus gained the Point of his S«b- 
jets at Home, and eſtabliſhed his Realm in 
che moſt perfe& Orconomy that can be imagin- 
ed; ſo he has recovered a particular Honour 
Abroad, that till this Time has been always 
diſputed: between the Crowns of France and 
Spain. * | | 

It ſeems an Embaſſador from Sweden ar- 
riv'd at the Eng!:/þ Court in the 10th. Ifoon of 


the laſt Year : The French Embaſſaavy ſent his 


Coaches to honour his Publick Entry, as 1s U- 
. ſual between Friends. - But the Spano Em- 
baſſador, defigning to affront the French, ſent 
his Coaches alſo ro attend the Ceremony, ac- 
companied by his own Servants and a Rabble 
of Idle Perſons whom he had hir'd on Pur- 
poſe. Theſe fell on the French as they were 
paſſing along. the. Street , kill'd ſeveral of 
them, and by Force ſtopp'd rheir Coaches, till 
thoſe of the Spani/h Embaſſador were got be- 
fore them; the Preheminence of Place being 
the Chief Thing aim'd at. TIE 
This was highly reſented at the French 
 Conrt, and every body thought that a freſh 
War would break out again between the Two. 
| Natiens on this Account.» The angry Young 


Monarch commanded th: Spaniſh Embaſſa- 


dor refident here to depart the Kingdom ; and 
when another was ſent to ſupply his Place, 
the Kg forbad him to enter his Dominions. 
Complaints were made at A1ar:a, and all 
Things tended to a Rupture. Till at Length 
the Keng of Spain, having promiſed to make 
Satisfaction, his Embaſſady was received - 
, | | this 
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this Coxrt, who aſſured the King, That his 
Maſter difavow'd the Action of bis A1:nr- 
fter in England, and had given expreſs Com- 
mand to all his Embaſſadors in Foreign Courts, 
not to diſpute the Place with thoſe of France, 
but to yield it to the latter, where they ſhould 
both be preſent at the ſame Emtry. This was 
declar'd in the Preſence of Thirty Foreign 
Miniſters reſiding at this Court. Which has 
rais'd a vaſt Reputation to the King of France 
among all his Neighbours, and ftruck the 
greater Reverence into his Sbjefts at Homes 

In a word,he is look'd upon as the moſtFor- 
tunate Prince in Chriſtendom, and every State 
courts his Friendſhip» He gives the Law- to 
the reſt of Exrope, yet remains himſelf Ar- - 
bitrary and above Controul. - 5-1-8 

How long hits Afﬀairs will continue at this. 
Heighrt,is known only to God, who exalts and 
abaſes whom he pleaſes ; who 1s the fole 110- 
march of all Things, Reigning for ever with-- 
out the leaſt Shadow of Revolution or 
Change» | | 


| Paris, 12th. of the 7th. fon, 
of the Tear 1662. 
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LEFT TBR xIvy. 
To the Same. 


JT was late when I finiſh'd my other Letter, 
being the Hour of the Devi/s Range,when 
the Ifernal Spirits are permitted to air them- 
ſelves in this Upper World, Methought I 
heard the Clatterins Eccho of the Gares ot 
Paradiſe, which are ſhut at that Seaſon to 
keep out the Demons from ertring and di- 
fturbing the Repofe of the Bleſs'd. This 
made me conclude ſo abruptly, left fome bu- 
fie Scribe of the Dark Regions, ſhou'd have 
inſerted Evi/ in my Letter whtl{t I were aſleep. 
I recommended my felt to God, and went to 
Bed. After Fwo Hours Reſt awaking, I 
perceiv'd by the Crowing of the Cocks, Fhat 
the Z7oops of Hell were retir'd to their Den, 

chas'd down by Arftaras, and the Guardian 
Conſtellations of tne Soath, and by the Arzels 
of the Second Watch. Then I aroſe; and chear- 
fully addreſs'd my ſelt to God, praifing him 
for the Succeſſive Benefits of Day and Night, 
and extolling his Magnificent Works, with 
the exquiſite Order that he has eſtabliſh'd in 
the World. Remembring alſo that I was a 


Man, and not born to fleep, but to ſerve the - 


Grand Signior and my Friends, I readily fet 
Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther Ac- 


count of the French King, and his Court, with 


fuch Qccurrences as have happen'd of late. 
= T ls 
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This -narch is very Singular in his Con- 
duct, and Manner of Lite; not brooking to 
be confin'd to the faxims of others, bur 
ſquaring all his Actions by Rules of his own: 
Yer tis difficult ro find a Fault in his Proceed- 
ings. He hears the Advice of his: Connſellors 
and Friends; andzwhen they have done, he 
convinces them in many Things, That they 
arz under a Miſtake; which makes 'em ad- 
mire the Force of his Reaſon, and the Rea- 
dineſs of his Wit, eſpecially when they lee the 
Events anſwering ExpeCtation- 

Neither he is altogether ſo Intent on State- 
Matters, but that he ſometimes gives himſelf 
the Diverſion of a Familiar Diſcourſe with 


the moſt Ingenious Artiſts of all Sorts, who 


find themſelves much improv'd by the Quick- 
neſs of his Invention, and the Solidity of his 


Judemenr, in the /echanicks: For he is an' 


Excellent Gun-Smith, Sword-Cutler, Armonur-- 
Aaker, and every Thing that becomes a King 


__ to profeſs. 


He 1s a good: ArchiteGF alſo, and takes vaſt 
Delight in Baildrngs, having laid the Foun- 
dations of ſeveral Magnificent Struttares, Pa- 
laces of a Noble Defign, and intended to out- 


vy the moſt Polite and Glorious Favricks of 


Ancient Greece and Rome, For, I tell thee, 
this Afnarch wou'd. not willingly come ſhort 
ct any of the Ce/ars- 

At the Beginning of this Year, he aggran- 
diz'd his Coxrt, by a Promotion of Sixry Two- 
Knights of the Holy Spirit. I have often 


mention'd. this Oraey in. my Letters to the: 


Amiſters 
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Anifters of the Port; and- thou that haſt 
been in France know it, That—tis the next 
Step to being made Peer of the Realm. | 
ſhall only inform thee, that during the .Ce. 
remonies of this laſt Promotion, the Dakes of 
Vendoſme and Longueville had a Feud about 


the Precedency, which at laſt was adjuſted in. | 


Favour of the Former. Ina Word, the King 
declar'd the —_ of Vendoſme to have a 
Right of Priority before all other Princes, and 
to ſiicceed in the Throne it ſelf,, next after the 
Flouſe of Bourbon. 


This is look'd upon as a Bold Effort of 


Royal Power. and has ſtartled all the Comrt. 
No leſs ſurprized were they to ſee the Dake 
of Lorrais reſfign all his Eſtates to the King 
of Fraxce, reſerving only the Poſſefſion of 'em 
during bis Life. es 
| And, -now the King having weather'd the 
Point with all his Enemies, both Foreign and 
© Domeſtick, ſtudies Nothing more earneſtly, 
than to divert his 2zeen,and to let his Subjetts 
taſte the Sweets of Peace, the Effet of his 
'Matchleſs Fortune, to which even Crowned 


Heads find themſelves compell'd to ſtoop and. . 


ſubmit. 

On-the 5th- of: the foregoing Afoon, by his 
Appointment was held a Tournament or Ca- 
rouſel, as the French call it. This is a Sort 
of Exerciſe on Horſe-Back, in Imitation of 
the Ancient Manner of fighting with Spear 
and Shield. | 

The Place where they run, was rail d a- 


- - bout, and Magnificent Chzoſcs eretted for the 


Queen 
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Queen and Ladies of the Conrt to (it in, as 
Spettators, The Divertiſement was very 


Pompous; And the K:zz was one of the Com- 


batantss The Reſt were the Dake of Or- 
leans the King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, 
the Dake of Engaien Son to the Prince, and 
| the Dake of Gaize. Each of theſe led a 

Troop of Horſe into the Field. That of the 
King's,was habited after theManner of the Old 
Roman Knights. The Duke of Orleans's made 
a Figure like the Perſians; the Prince of Con- 
de's repreſented the Ottomans. The Dake of Ex- 
gxien's Troop were in [z4ian Habits; and the 


Dake of Gmiſe's appear'd like the Sal/vages of - 


America, It woud be too tedious todelcribe 
the Particular Magnificences of each. Suffice 
it to fay, That they were all prodigiouſly Ma- 
jeſtick and Rich in their Equipage. The Conr- 
ſes alſo rhey made, were Brave and full of 
Gallantry- But the Prize, which was a Ds- 
amond of Great Value, was adjudged to the 
Prince of Conae by the Lueen- Mother. | 
One of the Former K7»gs of France, loſt 
his Life at this Royal! Exerciſe, being run 
through the Eye into the Brain by the Spear 
of an Engliſh Knight then at the French Court, 
and one of titie Combatants: For which Rea- 


| ſon, the Following K:zgs of France, forbore - 


to expoſe themſclves to the like Danger. Bur 
this Young Aars fears nothing, being as Ven- 


turous and Bold as was Sz/tan Ammarat, the. 


Trophies of whoſe Yi&torious Combat with 
the Perſian Challenger at the Siege of Babylar, 


hang up in the Treaſury to this Day, as Afo-. 


nents. 
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 #wments of his invincible Courage and Strength* 
Sultas Achmet alſo took great Delight in 
. throwing the Lance with his Coxrtters in the 
Atmeidan. Theſe are Sports fit for Ki7gs and 
Great Gene#als. And ſome of the Roman 
C2/ars themſelves wou'd play the Glaatators. 
| - Ir is not Lawful for me to cenſure or re- 
fle& on the Ations of my Sovereign. But 1] 
| will tell thee what the French fay of him by | ' 
|- Way of Contempt; That he never Combated 
in his own Perfon, with any Thing but Timo- 
rons Hares and Hinds, It makes me bluſh to 
hear the Great Emperour of the Eaſt thus 
blaſphem'd by the Prophane Mourhs of [fi 
dels... And'it were to be wiſh d, he wou'd do 
ſome ſurprizing Aion, to raiſe himſelf ano- 
ther Character. I fay no more, but recom--. 
mend thee to God and the Phite Angel. 


Paris, 12th. of the 7th. Afoon, 
of the Year 1662+ 


at. ones 4 oo. a> Tt 


LETTER 


. nd ets i. A. ____ ods 


Vol. VE aSpyat PARIS. x35 


LETTER RY. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, « Merchant 
at Venice. | 


THOU haft oblig'd me beyond my Ex- . 


pectation, in that Ample H:ory of thy 

Life, which thy Letter contains. I eſteem 

thee not the worſe, becauſe thou wert born of 
Chriſtian Parents ; but rather put the higher. 
Value on thy Merit, in that being bred in Su- 
perſtition and Error, thou haſt voluntarily 
embrac'd the Truth, without any Proſpe&t of 
advarcing thy Intereſt. 

When a Man of a Noble Stick, born to 
Riches and Honours, bred -in Seftneſſts and 
Delights, and a&tually poſleſs?d of a fair E- 
ſtate, ſhall thus abandon his Country, his 
Relations, Friends and Acquaintance, with 
all his Native Rights and Enjoyments, purely 
for the Love of God, reſigning himſelf whol- 


ly to the 771! of De/iiny, and the Condu&t of: .. 
| Providence, without conſulting his own Eafe 


and Delight in this World; 'tis an Evident 
Sign of a Fai-hful Heart, and that his Inte- 
grity 1s witnout Stain, | 

Al: this and much more, it ſeems, thon 
haſt done, and therefore thou can'it not fail 
——_— Eappy in this World, and in Pa- 
radiſe. 


Iam 


136 Letters Writ by Vol.VT. 


| Tam extremely pleas'd in reading the va- 
rious Adventures of thy Youth, thy early In. 
clinations to viſit Forezgn Cont ries, and thy 
Actual Travels through Emrope, Aſia, and 
Africa» This is the onely Way to learn true 
and complete Wiſdom. For, a Man edifies 
a Thouſand Times more by his own Perſonal 
Experience of Things,than by all the moſt Ele- 


gant Deſcriptions, that can be made by others. - 


' Befides the Advantage of becoming expert in 


the ſeveral Langaages and .Dialeits of the 


Earth ; which he can never learn ſo perfect- 
ly in Books, as-by converſing with the Natives 
of each Counrry through which he paſles. 
 . Beyond all this, there is an infinite Plea- 
fure.in ſeeing the Variety of Objedts, which 
- every - where expoſe themſelv:s to a Travel- 
lers Eye. There is nothing more delightful 
to Human Nature, than to try all Things. 
Man is cloy'd . with what 1s too Familiar to 
him. The moit Magnificent Palace, wou'd 
appear as a #iſon to him that were always 
Confin'd to it: The Greateit F:-:ds, and 
moſt ſhady Groves, wou'd afford us no Re- 
freſhment, if we had not Lihctiy to ſtragele 
out of them when we pleas'd. Man is Naty- 
rally wild as other Animals, and *tis as bad as 
Death tor be reſtrain d of his Freedom. 1 
had rather at certain Seaſons, range in a Wil- 
 dernefs, all over-run with Weeds 'and Briars, 
than in the moſt Regular and Fragrant Garden 
in the World. I1 would willinzly chuſe the 
_ Fatigue of Climbing up a High, Steep, Crag- 
gy Mountain, for the ſake of a new and larger 
Proſpect; 
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Proſpect; before the Eaſe of walking always 
in a Low Valley, or Even -Plain, tho? grac'd 
with never ſo many Inviting Objeas, which 
muſt always be the ſame : So-fulſom are the 
yery Pleaſures we are daily accuſtomed to. 


I doubt nor, bur that it was very agreeable 


to thee in thy Journeys, when every Re- 
move thou raadt from Stage to Stage, pro- 
mis'd thee Something Novel and freſh. A 
Man in fuch Caſes, is apt to think the Sun 


himſelf New, who has ſhined upon him from 


his Nativity : _ The Air, the Earth, and Wa- 
ters, appear not the ſame Elements, in diffe- 
rent Places; or-if our Reaſon convinces us 
their Nature is not changed, yet we look up- 


on 'emn as Maſqueraders, every Day in a New 
. Dreſs: Eſpecially when we go from one Re- 
gion and Climate to another, the Strangeneſs 


of the Diſguiſe is heighten'd. So Infinite a 
Variety preſents it felf- to thoſe who tra- 


vel. 


But nothing affords a Man greater Delight, 
than to be familiarly acquainted with the dif- 
ferent Habits, Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and 
Religions of Mortals like himſelf. To ſee 'em 
in one Part of the World Adoring the Sn, bes 
cauſe he ſhines on 'em but once a-Year, whilſt 
all the Reſt of the Time they are ſhut up in 
Continual Darkneſs, very near being ſtarv'd 
with Cold, and making hard ſhifts.to live ; 
in-another to behold 'em grimacing, and hear 
em curſing that Glorious Planet, becauſe he 
is always too near 'em, rendring their Co- 
tries Barren, drying up their Water, and 
ſcorching 


= 
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ſcorching their Perſonsalmoſt to Death; muſt | 
needs be Delightful toa Contemplative Man. 
And for ought we know, the Laughter. of | 
Democritus might be the Reſult of as good 
Thoughts, as Heraclitxs's Tears. Who would 
not ſmile to ſee ſome paying Divine Honours 
to the Srar-Crow of their Garden, to a Tree, a 
Hog, a Dog or any Thing they firſt caſt their 
Eyes on in the Morning as they doin Lapland? 
And yet who can forbear to weep, when he 
ſees Men profefſing to believe the Laws of 
Atofes, and the Meſſias, (who both preach'd ] 
up the Divine Unity) pretending tothe Pureſt 
Religion in the World, and bred in the Study 
of the Sciences; worſhip Stocks and Stones, 
Pittures and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones; 
| Hairs, Bits of old Wood, or any Thing, | 
that their cunning Prieſts impoſe upon 'em as | 
Adorable? _ | 
Happy art thou, Zed, who art freed from 
_ theſe Syperſtitions of the Nazarenesr; and 
Thrice Happy, in that thou haſt chang*d 'em 
for the Faith Unblemiſh'd; the Dof#rines of 
Trath and —_ the Pra#ices of Sincere 
Aforality and Vertae. - Thou haſt not ſhun'd 
a Rock, to fall into a: Quick-ſand, nor aban- 
doned Javlatry, to fink into Atheiſm: But 
thou haſt eſcaped from Narrow Gulphs and | 
Streights, into a Free and Open Sea ; from 
the Dark Fogs and Mifts of Frozen Chriſtia- 
' ity, to the bright Empire of the Oſmans, the 
Serene Company of Trxe Believers, where 
Charity and Zeal are in their Genuine and 
Primitive Warmth. . 


Since 
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Since the Time that thou firſt lifeed'ſt up 


| thy Finger to Heaven, and madeſt a Confe(- 
fion of One God, and Mahomet his Apoſtle, 


none of the Imaxum's or Mollah's have ever at- 
tempred tocircumvent thy Reaſon with Feign- 


'ed Afiracles, Foeliſh Pilgrimages, Tales of 


Old Women, Fittions of Poets, or any Holy 
Frands, Thou perceiveſt nothing bur Right- 
down Integrity, in the Converſation of the 
Faithful. Whereas the Chr:t:avs whom thou 
haft juſtly deſerted, have a Thouſand Wind- 
ings and Turnings, Foldings and Intricacies, 


' in their Doftrines and Lives. So that it 1s 
almoſt as eaſy for a Blind-Man to walk from 
| Paris to Conſtantinople, as for theſe Infidels to 


grope out the way. to Paradiſe, through ſo 
many Aeaxders and /Mazes : They are in- 
_ in a perfect Circle of Error and 

ice. | | 
Praiſe be to God, who planted the on in 
the Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart 
their Refreſhing Rays by Night, Thou art 
happily delivered out of their Snares. Let not 
thy Reſidence now among them, ever tempt 
thee to return to the Ke/igions Vanities of 
Ely Trifles, which have once made thee Sick 
at the Heart» Remember, that thou beareſt 
in thy Body the Mark of a 7rwe Believer, 
the Seal! of a Great Sacrament, the Chara- 
fer of a Profound A2ſtery, Circamciſeon, 


_ the Emblem of Parity, oy, which thou art 
0 


more ennobl'd than by the 3/ood of the Poloni- 
an Lord, thy Father, which ſtreams in thy 
Veins: For now thou art incorporated "_”_ 
tne 
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the Society and Lineage of Ibrahim, the Illu- 
ſtrious Patriarch, and Friend of God. Con- 


fider that thou art as it were engrafted into . 


the Glorious Stock of the. 1/mmaelites, born to 
fubdue all Things, and in the determined 
Time, to poſleſs the Empire of the Univerſe, 
Thou haſt the Honour allo to ſerve the Grand 
 Stgnior, Lord of the Climates and Seas, Ala- 
GePick Heir of the Ottoman Houſe, Shadow of 
God on. Earth. © 


Hold taft therefore the Profefſion of . an 


Unblameable Fairh: And whatever Temp- 
tations thou mayeſt meet with, keep thy 
Mind always fixed on the unſeen Joys of Pa- 
radiſe, the Crown cf Juſt and Faiihtul Men, 
tne Reward of {uch as adhere to Goa and his 
Prophet, without Fliiichings | 
Alahmat (alutes thee in Imagination, with 
a parting Kiſs, and an Aﬀectionate Squeeze 
of the. Hand. Which thou knoweſt, was in 
_ all Agesa Token of Hearty Good Will, and 
Friendſhip. : | 


Paris, | 15th. of the gth. Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To the Kaimacham. - 


. 
. 
” 


Here-1s like to be a Breach between this 
Court and that of Rome, if the Pope does 
not condeſcend-to the Demands of the French 
King, who Styles himſelf rhe Z/de/# Sor of the 
Church, and therefore highly reſents an Indig- 
nity that has been done him of late, in the 
Perſon of the Dake of Crequi, his Embaſſa- 
aor at the Roman Conrt. 

It ſeems, the Pope's Guards on the 20th. of 
the 8th. Moon, made an Attempt on the Life 
of this 1£4nifter, and of his Wite : They alſo 
put Barbarous Abuſes on all the. French that 
were in that City : Inſomuch as the Dake and 
Dutcheſs of Crequi, were obliged to quit 
Rome privately, and retire into Toſcany ; being - 
advisd to take this Courſe, by all rhe Cards- 
nals and other Grangees, that are Friends to 
France. . | ; 

The K:ng received News of this, by an 
Expreſs which came from the Dake of Crequi 
on the 11h. of the 9th. con. And -he was 
paſſionately touch d at ſo Sacrilegious an In- 
Jury, whereby he is not only wrong'd himſelf, 

ut the Law ot Nations is violated in a moſt 
Notorious Manner. Fl 
| Wherefore to ſhew his Refentments, on - 
the ſame Day that the Comrier came from 
Rome, 
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Rome, the King order'd the Lientenant cf his 
Guaras, to tell the Pope's Nancio at this Conrt, 
That he muſt forthwith depart the X»gaom, 
under the Conduct of Thirty Horſe. This 
was performed accordingly, and the Nznci 
was hurried away immediately, without ſuf. 
fering him to ſpeak with any Perſon living, 
ſave thoſe who were to accompany him to the 
Frontiers : And this- Order was publickly 
proclaimed in Par;s, The Kg allo; wrote 
to the Pope, demanding SatisfaCtion for {6 
horrible an Outrage, and caus'd Diſpatches 
to be ſent ro all the Caramals in Rome, ad- 
viſing them to contribute what lay in their 
Powers, towards a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the Pope and him, Ing that other- 
wiſe the Calamities which might follow, were | 
not to be laid to his Charge. This is a modeſt 
way of Threatning, us'd by Chriſtian Princes, 
who do not always ſpeak in Thunder, like 
our Eaftern Monarchs when they menace 
War. | : 

I relate this as a Thing, which tho' it ap- 
pear of ſmall Moment at the Beginning, yet 
its Conſequences may be great and extenſive, 
if the French King and the Pope ſhould come 
to an open Rupture. All the Princes in Ez- | 
rope would find themſelyes engag'd cn one 
Side or other. And we Af#ſulmans might 
live to ſee the whole State of Chriſtendom, 
disjoynted, alienated, and embroil'd in Wars 
among themſelves; whereby they. would lay 
their Countries naked and open, to the In- 
vincible Arms of the Ottomans, a Lineage - 
| | ig 
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high Renown, and deſtin'd to ſubdue All 
Things: 

But 'tis thought the Holy Father at Rome, 
will not farther provoke ſo daring and power- 
tul a enarch as him of France, by juſtify- 


_ ing the Inſolences of his Jarizarres, who pro- 


ceeded to that Height of Fury, as to diſcharge 


"Guns into the Windows of the French Embaſ- 


ſador, kill'd ſeveral of his Retinue, and aflaſ- 
finated the Datcheſs of Crequi in her Coach, 
as ſhe paſled along the Streets. 

Illuftrious A£:»;Fer, theſe are Violations 
not practiſed by the moſt Barbarous Savages. 
And'tis an Evident Sign of a decaying Empire, 
where the Pablick Faith is thus perfidiouſly 
broke. God infatuates the f:idels, that he 


- may ſpeedily bring 'em to Ruine: Whereas he 
daily enlightens the Juſt Fo/lowers of the Pro- - 


phet, and direfts them in the ways of Proſpe- 
rity and Peace. 


Paris, 3d- of the 11th. Joon 
of the Tear 1662» - 
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LETTER XVII 


To Mohammed, the Illuftrious Ere- 
mit of Mount Uriel zz Arabia. 


JN the Name of God, Benigne and Merci- 
ful, I approach the Reſidence of great San- 
Aimony, the Tremendous Solitude, the Cave 
bleſs'd by frequent Viſitations of Azge/s, and 
by the former Preſence of the moſt Sublime. 
among Mortals, Afahomet the Legat of the 
Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, King of 
Heaven and Earth. Alla! There is but One 8. 
Whoſe Name refounds through all the Orbs- 
Above, when pronounc'd by the Faithful Ado-- 
rers of the Divine Unity on Earth: And the . 
 Eccho thereof from the Adamantine Gates of 
Paraiiſe, reaches the Abyſs of Hell, ſtriking 
the Infernal Spirits with Horrour and Aſto- 
niſhment. They tremble at the Sound of 
. the Dreadful Word, which chains them up in 
their Priſons of Darkneſ5. Whereas had they 
Faith, they would rather rejoyce, believing, 
that the fame Word will one Day releaſe 'em 
from their Torments- For ſuch is theClemency 
of the Omnipotent, as our Holy DoGtors teach. i 
O Mohammed, Friend of the oft High, 
and Tenant to his Prophet ; I have experienc'd, © 
that it is good and wholeſome to begin every - 
Thing we do or ſay, in the Name of God, . 
W hoſoever does otherwiſe, either fails in the 
, | Proegrels, 
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Progreſs, or the End of his Deſign, and to 
remains in Confuſion, Tago! ereeps into his 
Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, 
robbing a Man of his Crown: Or Negiaher, 
the Spirit: of Exvy, winds himſelt in, and 
entangles it » Or Ablis, the Demon of IMe- 
lancholy, caſts a Damp on it, and bereaves 
the Undertaker 'of his Joy. Such 1s the 
Fate of thoſe” who through Prophanenefs, 
Sloth, or Contempt, forget to pay the due 
Veneration we owe to the Author and 

Source of Providence, and God Succeſs. 

Let us not_ therefore think the Time mi- 
ſpent, which is taken up in the Praiſcs .of 
Him who has neither Þegiazing nor Ezd, 
Father of all the Gezerations jn this 17/6e 
World, and that Other which is conceal d 
from Mortals. He 1s the Governmoaur of our 
Lives, and our ſoje Patron in all Necelſtities; 
Let us extoll and magnify his Atirivntes 
withour End. | | 

I am by Nature Contempiative, and- 
Thoughtful ; but I muſt needs ackiiowledse, 
Thar I owe to my Education among the 
 Aliſſelmans the Force of my Faith and Reti. 
£:5n, The various Turns of Fortune and 
Experience, which I have had in the World, 
cou'd never yet blot out the Impreſſions of 
my Early Years, or diminiſh the Reverence 
1 have for our Holy Prophet. I often revolve 
in my Mind, the Series of pait Ages, and 
the Hiſtories of former Times ; the. Origin 
of Nations, and the Various Laws, Rel:- 
«£8005, Wars and Changes, 1' traverſe the 
H different 
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different Epocha's of the Poſterity *of 16ra- 


bim, and the Gentiles, comparing the Date 


of 1ſraels Tranſmigrarion out of ZEgypr, 
with the Years of Nahonaſſar and the Oe 
piads. In all of them 1 find great Obſcu. 
rity, Contradiction and Doubtfulneſs; 
which puts me upon examining the-Records 
of Egypt and the Afſſyrians. - The Antiquity 
of both is very great, and yet it comes far 
ſhort of the Chineſe Chronology, and that of 
the Indian Bramins. 

When I have tird my Soul with a vain 


Search of that which can never be diſcover'd ; 


When I confider the Probability of an V»:- 
verſal Deluge in the Time of Noah, and the 
Arguments which almoſt demonſtrate. the 
contrary, comparing this with the Flood of 
Dexcalion, and that other of Og yes; Ina 
Word, when I refle& on the numberleſs In- 
_ congruities that are found in the Regiſters of 


Paſt Ages ; I cannot but conclude, there 1s : 


as much Reaſon for me 'to believe, That 
God has determinately thus dark 'ned the 
Knowledge of Mortals, as that he confound- 
ed their Langage at Babel, according to the 
Celebrated Relation of foes, Whence it 
will be but loſt Labour for us who live in 
theſe later Times, to ſeek for any Afdurance 
or Certainty of the Truth in Matters of fo 
Remote and Early a Date. 

Wherefore leaving every AMation to their 
own Traditions, the Jews to the MMa- 
#x/cripts of Moſes and their. Rabbis, the 
Gentiles to the Fragments of Fermes Triſme- 
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giſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Hefiod , Theophra- 
/tas and other Sages of Egypt, Phanicia 
and Greece; I, for my Part, acquieſce to 
the Volume of Majeſty, the Great Alcoran ; 
and to the Yritsngs of our Holy Dottors, 
Arabians, the Sons of Iſmael; not puzzling 
my ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Quelſtt- 
ons; nor cenſuring others who worſhip Goa 
after their own Way, and the Documents 
of their Fathers ;* but firmly believing, That 
he who ſerves God according to the DiCtfates 
of his Reaſon; who is Juſt to Men and 
Beaſts, and in all Things conſerves an Inno- 
cent Purity of Life; is as Acceptable to the 
Great Creator, and -Iwpartial Judge of the 
Unverje,as he that has had the Happineſs to 
be inſtructed in the Poſrrive Injunttions of 
Heaven, the Reveal d W111 of the Omnipe- 
rent. And this I take to be the Sence of our 
Holy Lawgiver, of the 1eſſias, and of all 

the Prophets in General. | 
Doubrlefſs, that fſuperlatively 7ercifal 
and I,dulgent, connives at the Frailties of 
Mortals; He pities the Invincible Ignoran- 
ces of ſome, and the Fatal Neceflities of o- 
. thers. He knows the infinite Variety of our 
Bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally diffe- 
rent Bent of our Souls. . He conſiders the - 
Force of the Elements and Climates wheres 
in we live, and the unconquerable Influence 
of the Stars under which we were borne 
The whole Syſtem of Human Nature with 
| its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is expos d 
to the Eyes of him oo ſees All FRoup 
| | 2 | @ 
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He is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own 
Works. Therefore he requires no more of 
Men, than can be expected from the Facul- 
ties with which he has endu'd em. _Nei- 


ther will he damn any Man tor an Involun- . 


tary Evil. 

O Ahkammed , this is my Faith, my 
Hope, and- my: Confidence. Otherwiſe I 
ſhould deſpair every Moment. It I am 
guilty of Error and Preſumption, correct 
me in thy Wiſdom. - For, before thee, I 
am but as an 1aiot- 


Paris, 22d. of the 12th. 1foon, 
 - of the Tenr 1662. 


LETTER XVI. 
To Hailnadar-Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer 


to his Highneſs. 


Ld 


THE Freach have newly felt the Moti- 
2 .ons of a ſoy, whoſe Birth and Growth 
was like that ot a Muſhroom, ſudden and 
ſwyift, the Product of a very little Time, 
- and Which ended in Mourning and Tears. 
' The Moon of November beheld a Daughter 
born to the Queen of Frauce: Bur that 
_ Planet had hardly carried the News through 
all the Signs of the Zoarace, and command- 
ed the Stars of France'to celebrate a Danad- 
F-3 5 24a; 
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”9:4; before ſhe was oblig'd to be the Meſien- 
ver 'of more ſad Tidings, and ro preclaim 
the Death of this young Princeſs, to the 
Confteliations that aſſifted at her Birth. 

In a Word: She was born on the 18th. of 
the x1th. Moon, and died on the Zoth. of 
the 12th. It looks as if ſhe onely came in- 
to the World to be a Witneſs of the Co 
cluſion of the Peace between her Father, 
Lewis XLV. and her Grandfather, Philip, the 
King of S$paz ; and fo return to the Region 
of Separate Sonls. 

This Peace was mn General Terms fign'd 
and feald iong ago, bur rhere remain'd 
ſome Difficulcies in 2djuſting the Limits df 


'the Freach Conqueſts, which were referr'd 


to the Management of Commiſſioners on 
both Sides: And theſe, after they had de- 
bated the Matter for the Space of Two Years, 
at St. Omers, Arras, and ets, at length 
hniſh'd their Negotiation on the 25th. "of 
the 11th. A092, of the laſt Year. Which 
was juſt Seven Days after the Nativity of the 
French Princels. | 
This Royal Infant alſo livd to fee Dz7 
b1:h, one of tie ſtrongelt Sea- Ports in the 
World, receliver'd to her Farier by the Ea- 
g1/h, in whoſe Hands 1t had been, ever {nice 
"Twas firſt taken from- the Spaniards. The 
King took Poilefhon of this Important 
Place in his own Perſon, entring the Ti OWN 
on the 2d. of the laſt Moon. 
'Tis look'd upon. as a grand Overſight in 
the Eg/ih, thus tamely ro part with a For» 
3 treſs 
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treſs which is inexpugnable by Land, and 
commands the Northern Seas-' But Money. 
over-rules all other Conſiderations. And, 
it ſeems, the Eng. Court had Occation 
for Gold. : | 
There is lately a good Underſtanding 
eſtabliſh'd between this King and the Empe- 
. Four of Germany, They otten write Friend- 
ly Letters one to another, and ſeem to be 


perfectly reconcil'd. 'To ſpeak the Truth, 
this may be call'd rhe Pacifick Year among 


the Inhabitants of Exrope. For, excepting 
fome Skirmiſhes and Bravado's of War be- 


tween the Spaztaras and the Portzgarze, all - 


the Reſt of Chrifterdom is in Peace. And 
the Portwgueze have fo ſtrengthen'd them- 
ſelves by marrying their »fanta to the Exg- 
ih King, that what through his Aſſiſtance 
and the Aid of Fraxce, ſhe has almoſt re- 
 auc'd Spain to a Neceſlity of making Peace. 
Thou wilt fay the Portzgueze have over- 
reach'd the Engliſh in; the Dowry they give 
with their I»fanta. This is onely the Town 
of Tangier in Barbary. A Place which will 
coſt them far more to defend againſt the 
Aloors, than it 1s.really worth. For, thoſe 
bold Africans will perpetually aſlaulc the 
Town, and oblige the King of Erng/and to 
maintain a vaſt Garriſon in it, beſides a Mul- 
titude of other Expences- This makes the 
Portugueze ſecretly ſmile, to find themiſclves 
bandfomly rid of Two great and burden- 


ſome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 


Blood, and an Olg Fortreſs of no Ute or 
- | Service, 
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Service, ſave onely to diminiſh the Publick 
Treaſure, and make away with ſome Thou- 
ſands of Men every Year. | 

Hluſtrious Grandee, 'tis no ſmall Encou- 
ragement to the poor Exil'd 1Zahmat, that 
though he be malign'd, {lander'd, and per- 
{ecuted by his Eneraies, yee he ſtill fands 
Protection and Friendſhip from the Princi- 
pal Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which I was formerly 
accultomed, my Salary is now augmented to 
the Proportion of my Neceſlary Expences ; 
Money 1s ſent me witli: a Liberal Hand, and 
my Slanderers are put to Silence and Shame. 

Thou may'ſt acquaint the Divan, that 
there 1s now at this Court, the Eldeit Son to 
the King of Dexrmark, What his Buſineſs 
is, People confeEture varioutly. Some fay 
*tis Love, others affirm 'twas onely the De- 
fire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this Prince 
from his Native Country. 

Thou mayſt alfo inform them, that . the 
Duke of Savoy has married a Princeſs of the 
Blood Royal, they call her I{ſadamoi/elle 


de Valas. Eliachim the Jew lies dangerouſly 


ſick of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfect 
Health, fince I came to Paris, yertlI retain 
a ſound Mind, and a Heart inviolably devo- 
ted to the Intereſt of rhe Grand Signior : 


Whom God long preſerve on the Throne of - 
the Ottomans. 


Paris, the 1oth- of the 1ſt. 2foon, | 
of the Year 1663- H 4 LET- 
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LET TER KXIX. 


+ To the Kaimacham. 


| HERE is a Man come to-this City, 2 


Calabrian by Birth, and of all Conntries 
by Earcation; For he has been a Traveller 
from his Infancy, if what. he relates of him- 
telt be true. He ſpeaks all or moſt of the 


Languages of Europe very fiuently, and is . 


reſorted to by People of divers Conntries, 
under the Character of a Foriune-Telley ard 
o iciau, He performs both Parts to the 
Admiration of all that have been with him. 
Tha Princes and Nebles of France vilit 


tim daily, and ſo do Perſons of Meaner 


Birch. They diſcover to- him their Secret 
Maladies, and this Apo/lo ſeldom fails of Suc- 


-* ceſs in curing them. He beſtows Ten 


Hours a-Day in freely converſing with Peo- 
ple of all Ranks and Qualities; healing the 
Diſeaſes of ſome, and telling to others their 
Future Deſtinies. | 

I went to his Chamber one Day, not to 
learn my Fate: (for I have little .Faich in 
' Modern Prephets or Aſtrologers; Nor to be 
cur'd of any Diſtemper, having no Eſteem 
for Quacks and Empericks ; beſides, I was in 
- ggod Health at that Time) but Curiolity 
was. the only Motive which led me thither, 


that I might improve my ſelf in other.Re-- 


ſpets by this Stranger's Company, and learn 


- q 'p wt - 
z 


ſomething 


m_—_ 


Titus of Jldavia, and 
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ſomething which I knew not before of Fo» 
reign Courts, wheredy | inigitt becume niore 
Szrviceable to the Grand Siem in this Sta- 
tion, and farther unravel the Secrets of Chr7- 
ian Princes» Foro it often falls out, tnat - 
a Man reaps ſome: Conſiderable Advantage 
from the Society of Travellers and Men of 
Experience: AndI had good Reafon to hops 
tor tome Profit by this Man's Acquainrance, 
whos thought worthy to be Courred by the 
Grandees of France. 

Wherefore I addreis i my fit to kun with 


Abundance of Ceremony and Regard ; ufing 


alto as much Diilmulation asIthouzhrnecet- 
fry. to conceai my elf and the Deign I had 
in coveting his Friendihip. I ſcem d a greaz 
Admirer of Jaaicii! Aſtrology, and told him 
+ was very Ambicious to learn the Kudrments 
of that Science from im, having heard his 
Skill highly commended not only by Vulpasx 
Fame, but by the Mouths of Men of Sence 
and Quality, who gave bim- a fair Chara- 
Cter- 1 faid a great. deal more to infinuate 
my ſzlt into bis good Qpinion- Bur there 
being Company with nhim, he return'd my 
Compliments wiuh much Crvility, and de- 
rd me to come to him at a more conventents 
Seaſon, and to leave my Name, that he 
might order his Servant to*give me 2 kind 
Reception at any Time, if he timiclt ſhowd 
be out of the Way, becauſe it was Com- 


mon to ſend many from the Door without 


introducing 'em>- I told himzmy Name was 
that my Bufineſs at 


H 5 Paris- 
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Paris was to ſtudy -in -the Academy , 
in Order w my. Preferment in the 
Gharch. When he had taken this.down in 


Writing, with the Hour and Minnte of the. 


Day, after the Manner of 4/#ro/ogers, he 


begg'd me to excuſe the Neceility he was. 


under of returning to his Company ; and fo 
I rook my Leave | 

Not many Days after, I went to him a- 
gain, full of Hopes that I ſhou'd benefit 
much by his Company. But as ſoon as he 
{ſaw me, he furprizd me with this. Lan-. 


guage : | : 


« Sir, you have venturd much in coming 


* tome: For now 'tis in my Power, -to dit- 
* cover. you and your. Bulinefs in this City. 
© But if I ſhou'd betray any Man, my Gift 


*. woud. be taken from me- Iam neithera. 


«. Follower of Moſes, Feſus or Mahomet, nor 


« of any Se&# that is now extant on Earth : 


"+" Bur ] adore the Spirit and Soul of the UVnti- 
«verſe, Which is Eternal and Infinite. There- 
<* fore I hate no Man for his Rel:g:os, let it be 


 «wyhatit will. And you that are not what you. 


* ſeem -to be, ſhall receive no more Hurt 
*from me in this Place, than the Coaadjmior 
« of Paris: -For I am of no Party or FaCtion: 
«. All Men are equally my Friends, who do 
*me no Wrong, and every Place is my: 
** Home. 


Thou may |t imagine that I was in no | 
ſmall Aoniſhment at this Diſcourſe. But: 
recollecting. 
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recolleting my Spirits, and conſidering it 
had always been my Opinion, That theſe. 
Fortune-Tellers deal by Confederacy; and - 
ſuſpefting that my Name being known to 

him ſo long before, it was not difficult for 
him to inform himſelf ſomething of me ; or- 
that ſome Body of his Acquaintance who- 
knew me, had ſeen me go in and out 
from him, and ſo told him ſome of my Cir- 


cumſtances ; .I made a Shew of going away. 
diflatisfy'd, ſaying, It will be but loſt Time 


to hearken any longer to you: For I perceive | 


J0u know nothing of me, 3n telling me Im not 
the Man TI ſeem tobe. No, reply'd he, with: 
an obliging Kind of Earneftneſs, y04 are an. 
Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaſtern Prince In- 
cognito. Then he went on, and rol mein: - 
a few Words ſome F6rmer Paſlages of my- 
Life. He hinted at the Dangers I had been 

in, during my Reſidence at Paris; mention'd: 
my Captivity at Palermo, and the Ren- 
counter I had with my old $:c:/:4a% Maſter. 
To be brief, he told me ſo many. other 
Things which I knew to be true of my ſelf, 
that I grew very uneaſy in his Company: - 
and yet durſt not depart from him on a ſud- 
dain, or ſhew any Diſcontent. But muſte-. - 
ring together all rhe Diſſimulation and Ar- 
tifice I cou'd, I turn'd the Diſcourſe to other 
Subjects ; ſeeming very [mportunate to learn 
Aſtreleg y of him, and promiſing him a large 
Gratuity, ifhe would teachme, I fairly took. 
Leave, reſolving, it poſſible, never to ſee 


Nevgr- 
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Never was Man in greater Anxiety, than 
I'was when I came Home to my. Chamber, 
and ponder'd on what had. pafs'd between 
this Stranger and me. I am not Credulous. 
of Aracles, Prophecies or pretended Reve- 
lations, Yet I proteſt ſolemnly, I cou'd not: 
forbear thinking, he was endu'd with an: 
extraordinary Faculty of Divining, or at. 
leait,chat he was an excellent A/rologer. Nay, 
to this Day I know not well what to con- 
clude of him. He may, for ought I know, 
be a Demon Incarnate, or perhaps he is a 
AMazician, Sometimes I think one Thing, 
and ſometimes another. If he performs. 
rheſe Prophetick Parts by | Confederacy, Rill 
iI'm-at a Lofts how he ſhou;d come to know 
to much of me, who always thought my (elf 
the privateſt. Man in,Paris, and have neg- 
lected no Methods that were proper to ren- 
der me fuch in Truth. Then I fufpect my 
Old $ciliar Maſter is one of this Man's Cor- 
refpondents, and has told him ſome of my 
Circumſtances: For IT have no Reaſon to be 
jealous of Z/iachim the Few, It mult .be 
tome ſuch Way, or elſe he 1s more than a 
Mar, that can thus readily penetrate into the 
Secrets of a Stranger. | 

Sage Kaimacham, I pray God defend thee 
trom the Snares of Counterfeits and- Falſe 
Pretenders. | | 


Paris, 13th. of the 1ſt. 2160, 
of the Tear 1663: | 


"OL. VE. a Sy at PARIS: 
"LET. FER XX. 
To the Captain Bala. 


LAVA HAT Iam poing. to relate wou'd: 
/ ſeem Incredible to my. ſelf, and. 
for that Reaſon 1 wou'd not give it any. 
Room in a. Letter to the all-diſcerning 17:- 
»ifers Of the Fort, were it not confirm'd: 
by Letters: from ſeveral Aerchants in the. 
North Parts of Holland to their Correſpon-- 
dents in this Citv- And they all agree.. 
That on the gti. Day. of the 70» of Nc- 
verver, a Strange Man was. ſeen to float on. 
the Sea_near.the Shore, being ſupported by a. 
Piece of Timber, cn which he fate with a. 
Bottle of $:r02g Waters in his Hand. Thoſe. 
who firſt beheid tis Spebtacle, were Fiſh-- 
ing tn a {mall Boat; and judging him to be 
the Relique of ſome Shipwreck ( for there. 
had been Violent Tempeſts in thoſe Seas a- 
bout that Time) made up to him, and took. 
him into their Skift,, He expreſs'd his Gra- 


' titude for this Kindnefs, in the beſt Mannes. 


ne cou'd (for no Body underſtood his Lan- 
evagpe.) And when he was come aſhore, he: 
fell on his Knees; ard having lift up his 
Eyes and Hands to «Heaven, he proftrated; 
himſelf, and kiſs'd the Earth. His Gar- 
ments were made of the Skins of Fiſhes, the 


Hair of his Head cf a Flaxen Colour, and he 


ſem d. not to be Faint for Want of-Sutte- 
_ . Nance}: 
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nance: Which made every one conclude, 
That he had kept up his Spirits with that 
Chymical Liquor in. the Bottle, which was 
near half emptied. 

As ſoon as he ſaw the Riſing cor, he 
fell on his Face, and mutter'd certain Bar- 
barous Words, knocking his Fore: head a- 
gainſt the Ground. Then he roſe and danc'd 
. after a Wild Manner, finging pretty Natu- 
ral Airs: And at every Stop, with his Right 
Hand extended, pointed to that Plaxert, ex- 

refling both in his Tone and Actions much 
| Heveckin and Love. | @ 

Many Learned. Mer: were ſent for, to con- 
ſider this Stranger, and if poſſible, by Signs 
or other Means to diſcover from whence he 
came, and what Fate or Accident had thus 
abandon'd hini to the Fury of the Winds 
and Waves, to the Extremity of Hunger, 
Cold, and Watching ; and to the devouring 
Jawsof Sea-Monſters. Bur all their Efforts 
were unſucceſsful ; They ſpoke to him in ſe- 
veral Languages, and he anſwer'd them, but 
fill in a Diafe&t different-from any of theirs, 
and alrogerher unknown. He ſeem'd to ut- 
ter his Words in a Tone between whiſtling, 
and ſinging; which made ſome conclude, 
he wasa Chinefe, becaufe that People pro- 
nounce many of tfieir Letters after the fame- 
Manner. So do the Inhabitants of Turquir, 
Aand Aalabar, with other Kingdoms in the- 
Eaſt of Afia; and Letters with them are as- 
fignificant as Words with the Exropeans. They. 
ſhew'd him Globes, and 24aps of the Wa 

NE. 
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done by feveral Hands, and in various Lan- 
guages, With particular Charts of all the . 
A1aritme Regions on Earth. Burt, to no. 
' other Purpoſe, than ro excite his Devotion 
afreſh to the Af£ov, whoſe Reſemblance he 
faw on ſome of- thoſe Papers. He wou'd 
{mile at that Sight, kiſs his Fore-finger, and 
with a Religious Complaiſance touch the 
Figure: of that Planet : Then ſeeming to be 
in a wonderful good Humour, he wou'd 
turn round, and fall a dancing with his 
Arms ſtretch'd, and turn'd in the fame Po- 
ſture as thoſe who uſe Caftanets, or Cym- 
bals. Singing. all the while a Sort of inarti- 
culate Sounds, but ſurprizingly Muſical and- 
Sweete. So that No-body knew what to 
make of hym. | 
He appear'd very temperate, modeſt, and. 
refign'd ; refuſing no Meats or Prinks that 
were offer'd him ; yet neither eat nor drank 
to Exceſs: Neither was he diſcontented art- 
his Lodging, or any other Utlage ; though 
they tried to vex him feveral Ways, that- 
they might ſee how he would vent his Paſ- 
ſton. But he- ſmiled at all, and ſubmitted 
patiently toevery Thing they immpos don him. . 
One thing was obſervable, That where- 
ever he ſaw any Water, he wou'd run to it 
ummeditely, and waſh himſelf, as well as 
he.cou'd in thoſe Circumitances, never for- 
getting to ſprinkle {ome toward that Part 
of the Heaven, where the 3400n was viſible. 
And when they led nim intro the Fields or 
Gardens, he woy'd crop the Graſs, and 
: | Flowers, 
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Flowers, and with a compos'd Look wou'd 


throw 'em up in the Air, adding ſuch Reli- | 


2ious Geltures, as convinc'd every one, That 
he did it in Honour of ſome Power above. 
Various were the Conjectures of Men about 
him; ſome were of one Qpinion, and others of 
a quite different» No-body con'd potitively 
conclude any Thing. Neither is it potlible, 
as I m informd, tor the Wiſeit Men in 
thoſe Parts to find out this Myſtery. 

Perhaps he's ſuch another, as Tmaum 
Rapibabet, a Perſian Writer, mentions, who 
1n the Year of the Hegira 502. was taken un 
by a Merchant-Ship of ata, in the Streighrs 
ct ' Babel. Manael, pretending to be dumb, 
but capable of Hearing, Writing, and ex- 
preſſing himſelf ſeveral other Ways, if any 
Body cond have underſtood his Language. 
At laſt he was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, 
run away from his Maiter; an Ingenious 
Fellow, and one that ſpoke all the Langua- 
ges of thoſe Parts; and therefore, that he 
might beadmir:d, wou'd be ſure to write 1n 
a Character of his own Invention, which the 
greateſt Sages cou'd not read- | 

Mighty Baſſa, . thou encountereſt cn thar 
Element, with ſtrange Monſters, and Crea- 
tures under no. Name or Predicament that is 
known, yet none fo terrible and dangerous 


as Cheats and Impoſtors. From which I 


pray Heaven detend thee and me: For they 
infeſt both the Sea and Land. 


Paris, the 17th of the 2d. Moon, 


of the Year 1662. LET-- 
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LETTER XXL 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
-: Vienna, 


. THE Term of our long mutual Silence, 
enjoind us by our Superiours, is now 
happily expird; and we have with good 
Succeſs, manag'd our ieparate Parts, with- 
our holding any Correipondence together, 
This was onely a Tryal of our Fiaelity, 
Conduct, and Obedience : ' or perhaps 'twas 
no more than a:Caprice of Policy, or a vain 
Whim of State. For, 'tis uſual with great 
Men, thus to practiſe Experiments on thoſe 
whom they deſign to employ in the molt. 
important Aﬀairs. Whatever it be, we have 
acquitted our ſelves like Truſty Slaves ; and 

that's enough for us. = 
This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian 
Merchant: One in whom I confide. Here 
are. Abundance of that Nation jn Paris and 
other Parts of France They travel up and 
down from one Country and City to ano- 
ther, under the Pretext of Traarms; but are 
really S$p:es, fent from the Princes of the Ea/F, 
to obſerve. the Counſels of theſe eſters 
Courts, the Deſigns of Nazareze Monarchs, 
and to take an exact Eſtimare of the Strength 
and Riches of theſe I»fidels. For, though 
they autwardly profeſs themizelves to be Fols 
| lowers. 
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lowers of Jews, yet in their Hearts they 
believe the: Alcoran, and Honour AMahomet 
our Holy Lawgiver. : 

There is a Kmd of Magick in Truth, 
which forcibly carries the Mind along with 1t, 
Men readily embrzce the Dictates of fincere 
Reaſon. Yet thoſe of thy Nation are obſti- 
| nate, and ſhut their Eyes wilfully againſt 
the very Light of Nature. You over- value 
your ſelves and your Lineage; becauſe you 
are the Poſterity of 1/aac,the Son of Sarah the 
Free-Woman and Wife of {brahim: re- 
proaching us, that we are the Off-ſpring of 
1{/mael the Son of Hagar, a Concubine and 
Slave. : You conſider not that 1/-2ae! was the 
Eldeſt Son of that Glorious Patriarch; and 
that by the Law of doſes it is enatted> 
T hat the Firſt-born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 
. thers Patrimony, . though he were the Son 
of a baſe, abje& Slave, or hated Concubine- 
Did Mofes make a Law contrary to that 
of his Fathers; Or cou'd Ibrahim the Belo- 
' ved of Ged, do any thing contrary to the 
Divine Will > How then cou'd he be guilty 
of difinheriting 1/mae! his Eldeft Son, the 
Flower of his Strength, and Firſt-Frut of 
his Vigor? Doubtleſs, the /Laje/ty and. Light 
of God ' which paſs'd from Adam to Seth 
Enoch, Noah and Tbrahim, refed alſo on 
Iſmael, Heir Apparent of the Divine Pre- 
' wiſes, Father of many Princes and Noble 
Nations. . ) | 

Let thoſe therefore of thy Nation, ceaſe 
to boaſt of their Pedigree, and exalt them- 


. $rad bunt. non Ub tf fr S.. wt. 8 w 


ſelves 
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ſelves above the Victorious and Triumphant 
1/maelites, Children of a high: Szock, a Race 


wherein ſhines forth the Luftre of Ancient - 


Renown, and. the Right of Primogeniture : 
A Lineage of Illuſtrious Honour, multi- 
ply'd as the Leaves of the Trees, numerous 
as the Stars of Heaven, proſperous in all 
Things, by the Special Benedi&tion of God: 
Whereas, thou knoweſt, the 1/raelites never 
made any. great Figure on Earth, and are 
now. reputed no better than Yagabonas 
throughout the World. , 

Your Rabsi's reply to this, by owning 
that our Father //mael was indeed a Great 


Prince ; but that he was withal a #/:/d and: 


Salvage Man, who ſupported his Nobility 
and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, dwel- 
ling altogether in Deſarts and unfrequented 
Places ; robbing the Caravans of Merchants 
and Travellers, opprefiing the Poor, and 
murdering the Innocent. In Fine, they give 
this Character of him, That his Hand was 
againſt every Man, and every Man's Hara 
againſt him. 


To this Accuſation they alſo add another, 


That the Princes of the Ea. who defcend 
from 1/mael, have all along, even to this 
Day, eſtabliſhed their Thrones in Cruelty, 
Maſlacres, and Parricides Fathers berea- 
ving their Children of the Lives they gave 


'em; and Children putting their Parents to 


Death: Brothers murdering Brothers, and 


ſacrificing their neareſt Relations to the - 


be Maxims ot a. Barbarous Policy, the Reft- 


WP, 


lefs. 
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lefs- Suſpicions of State. And that all this 
35 mare eſpecially manifeſt in the Sublme 
Houſe of the Invincible Ottomans. 

"Theſe are the Charges of Hebrew Spight, 
the Slanders which your Do#zors caſt on the 
Progeny of Ibrahim, even on {ſmael and his. 
Children, to this Day, But 1 would have . 
thee, Nathan, reflect impartially on Things, 
and ſuffer not thy Judgment to be impoſed 
on by the Sophiſtry of your Scrives, Look 
back to the Primitive Times of {rae!, exa- 
mine the Written Law, the Records of 1-- 
fes and the Seniors There thou wilt 
meet with frequent Examples of thoſe 
very Crimes, which you lay to our Charge; 
true Parallels of the ſuppoſed Tyranny and 
- Inhumane ARtions, with which you tax the 
unblemiſhed 1/maeltes. 

Did not your Father Faces ſupplant his 
own Eldeſt Brother E/ax? Did he not cheat: 
his Uncle Laban of his Sheep? What was 
wanting to him of J/mae/s Valour and. 
Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a Fox-hike Craft , 
and Subtilty. Yer, how often Gid he plun- 
_ der the Children of Hamor? And boaited 
afterwards of the Preys he had taken from 
them with his Bow and Spear, | 

When your Fathers came out of Eg pr, 
what a Carnage did es their Leader com- 
mit, when he commanded the Sons of Lev, 
to ariſe with their Swords in their Hands, 
and every Man to kill his Brother, his Friend 
- and his Neighbour ; fo that there fell thar 
Day, at the Foot of Mount $25, Te 

| | an 
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and Twenty Thouſand Men> Yet for -the 
Sake of this deteſtable Tragedy he bleſs'd 
'em, ſaying, Tox have conſecrated your Hands 
this Day i» Blood, every Man in the Blood of 
his Neighboxr. Behold ! the Original of. 
your Prieſthood, which is the Higheſt Rank 
* of Nobility among the Jews. 
| Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut 
off the whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there 
; were not above $i,x Hundred Men of that 
Tribe lefc alive. Forget not alſo, how Abimelech - 
of the Tribe of 4enaſſe, got the Sovereign- 
S ty by Maſlacring Seventy of his own Bro- 
thers on one Stone. Your own Records fay, 
That God gave you Kings in his Wrath, a- 
mong whom there was not one who was 
not a Man of Blood. And in the whole Ca- 
talogue, you can ſcarce find Four who wete 
not tainted with Sacrilege, Idolatry, and e- 
ther enormous Vices. | en 
In a Word, Nathan, both the Sons of /- 
mael and 1/aac, were but Men ; and if thou 
| haſt nothing elſe to object againſt the For- 
mer, - but what thou muſt confeſs the latter 
were equally guilty of; I adviſe thee hence- 
forth to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, and 
© ceaſe to /peak Evil of thoſe, againſt whom 
No-Man can ſharpen his Tongue or Pen and 
# p:oſper.- | | "— 


Paris, the 22d. of the 2d. ow, 
of the Tear 1663: | 


LETTER 
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LET TIM xx 
To the ſame. 


| Cm my other Letter ſomething 
impertectly, and ſhort of my D<zhegn, 
being interrupted by a ſudden Deluge of Hu- 
mours overflowing my Eyes, accompanied 
with a Tempeſt in my Head, which at once 

took from me the Power of thinking regu- 

larly, and of ſeeing how to write. I am often 
ſabject to theſe Weakneſles of late, and to ma- 

ny other Maladies. My body ſenſibly decays 

Age and Care, Watching and Sickneſs, with | 

a Thouſand Caſualties beſide, have almoſt 
.diflolv'd this congeal'd Medly of the Ele- 
ments-' Methinks, I am now no more than 

a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and For- 

tune, have left a dry wither'd Skin, for Mo- | t, 

' - deſty's Sake, to cover its Nakedneſs; with a | th 

| few evacuated Veins and Arteries; ſhrunk | , 
Sinews, Tendons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, | pr 
 totack this Machine of Bones together, and | 
keep it in Motion. Ina Word, . I ſeem to my 51, 
Felt to be only a Hebgoblin or Ghoſt in Dip, 
guize ; I cannot fay, Incarnate, (for I've loſt By, 
4 all my Fleſh) but onely bagg'd or clouted ex 
-2Þ upin the moſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, | 3 
D and antiquated Reliques of Mortality, like nc 
» Aa Mandi or Scare-crow; I hang together ſhy; 
by Geometry, y 


Ye 
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Yet, ſuch as I am at theſe Years, I hill 
- poſſeſs at certain Seaſons more ſerene and 
vigorous Thoughts, than inthe Days of my 
Youth, when I was full of Marrow ' and 
good Blood. I can feel my Soul ſometimes 
fluttering her Wings, and briskly ſhaking off 
the heavy, ſlimy. Cloggs of Earth, of Sleep, 
and of enchanted Life, or living Death. 
She ſtruts and plumes herſelf, ſhe monnts 
aloft and glides in Happy, though but Mo- 
- mentary Foretaſtes of- Eternal Bliſs. And 
then lur'd down again by Charms of her ac- 
cuſtom'd Eaſe and Pleaſure in the Fleſh, 
1 | ſhe comes to Hand ar Call, and being 
- | hoodwink'd from the radiant Light of 
F2 | Heaven, ſhe tamely perches-on the meaneſt . 
h 1 fenſual Appetite, which eaſily: conveys her to 
It | her wonted Darkneſs. This 1s the changeable 
e- | State of Mortals, and we muſt not expe a 
a | fixed Condition on this fide the Sepalcher. 
r- | The Noble and the Vulear are equally liable 
lo- | to theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit ; neither can 
14 | the moſt exalted State of Sovereign Mo- 
nk | narchs, Privilege them from the common 
26, | Frailties of Mankind. They are no other- 
nd | wiſe diſtinguiſhed from the Meaneſt of their 
my fSlaves, than only by the Vaſtneſs of their 
(- Poſſeftions, their numerous Retinue, their 
loſt Funlimited Power, and the vain Pageantry of 
ted Fexternal Honour: | 
ApS} It we examine the Or:g:n of Nobility, 
like Ind Royal Grandeur; if we trace the Genea- 
ther lbg;es of Princes and Potentates up to their 
ountatn, we ſhall find the Firſt Fathers of 


Yet, | tho | 


CY THY guns » 
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theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel Butchers of 
Men, Oppreſlors, Tyrants, Perfidious Truce- | 
breake:s, Robbers, and Parricides. In a 
Word, the moſt Primitive Nobility was no 
other than Poter,t Wickedneſs, or dignified 
Impiety. And all the ſuccef{ive Continua- | 
tions of it by Inheritance, Election, or other» | 
wiſe, even to thoſe Modern Times; are but 
{o many Tradudts of exorbitant- Power and 
Honour, acquir'd and propagated by oY 


moſt enormous Vices, by- PraGtices unwor- 
thy of Men, and of which the Authors them- | 
ſelves are always aſham'd} Theretore they 
cover their unjuſt Encroachments and Inva- 
fions, with the ſpectous Pretexts of wed 
and. Vertue, calling that Conqueſt, which is 
no-other thanddww-right Robbery, and pro- 
felling themſelves: Patrons of . Mens Liberties | 
and Rights, Religion and Laws,- whilft ig 
Effect they are the greateſt Oppreſlors, Hy- 
pocrites, Atheiits and Out-laws in the 
* World. =, | 
This is not onely true in the Race or //-! 
wel and Iſaac, of whom I made mention 
_- inmy other Letter, but in all the Familis | 
\.- Which have ever made any eminent Figure 
..-and Noiſe in the World: 
-._ - What were the Four renowned 7onar- 
cies, but ſo many Empires of Banaiti, Go-| 
' _ vernments of F*ee- booters, Pyrater and Licens's, 
Thieves? As Diomeaes told Alexander the| 
Great. © I, /ays he, becauſe*Iplay the pri 
_ -*'vate Cor/air, and cruiſe-up.and down the 
-* Seas with one fingle Ship, am-accusd 2s 
IE : Top _ Pratt 
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« Pzrate, Thou that doſt the ſame- Thing 
'< with a mighty Fleer, art call'd an Empe- 
«© your. If thou wert alone and a Caprrve, 
'« as Tam, they wou'd efteem thee no better 
'©& than a Thief: And were I at the Head of a 
<< numerous Army, as thou art, I ſhou'd be 
© reverenc'd as an Emperonr. For, as to the 
* Tuſtice of our Cauſe, there is no other 
« Difference but this, That thou doſt more 
'« Miſchief than I Misfortune has compell'd 
« me to. be a_7iggf, whereas nothing but an 
« intolerable. Ffide, and inſatiable Avarice 
* purs thee upÞn the ſame Courſe of Life. 
«If Fortune wou'd prove more favourable 
* to me, perhaps I might become better : 
* Whereas, - thy continual Succeſles make 
*thee but the worſe. Alexander admiring 
the Boldneſs of the Man, and the Refolute- 
neſs of his- Spirit, gave him a Command in 
his Army, that ſo he might 706 and plunder 
'tromn thenceforth by Authority. = OE 
* Burt, I ſhow'd have begun higher in Anti- 
quity with the Empire of the Afſprians, 
tounded by N:tzzs, in the Blood and Slaugh- 
ter, Ruine and Deftruction of all his Neigh- 
bours, and increas'd after the ſame Methods 
by his Wife S:miramis, who begging of her 
Husband, that ſhe might reign for Five 
Days, and he granting her Requeſt, ſhe pnr. 
on the Royal Ornaments, and fitting on the 
Throne of uncontroulable Majeſty, com- 
manded the Guards -to degrade and kill her 
Husband. Which being done, ſhe ſucceed- 
ed in'the Empire, _—_ e/Ethiopia wt 
OINncr 
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eſtabliſhed in Regicides, Maſlacres, and 
Carnage. And by the ſame Methods 'twas 
tranſlated by Arbadtns to the Medes. He, 
having caus'd Sardanapalus, the laſt, and 
moſt effeminate of all the. Aſhrian Kings, 

to die in the midſt of his Concubines. Thus 

was Treachery, and Murder handed down 


with the Sovereign Power; till at length - 


Cyras the Perſian transferr'd them to his 
Country. Whoſe Son Camby/es rais'd the 
Second Univerſal Monarchy, on the additio- 
nal Ruines of many other Kingdoms, ce- 
menting it with the Blood of his Brother 


and his Son. Yet, after all, it was tranſla- | 


ted to the Macedonians, by Alexander the 
Great, not without an equal Guilt of Parri- 
cide and other exorbitant Vices. From 
whom at laſt ir devolv'd to the Romans. 

Whatneed I mention the ſcandalous Birth 
of Romulus and Remys, the Twin-Sons of 
an Inceſtuous Yeſta/? Or, their debauch'd 
Education under a common Proſtitute, fabu- 
louſly veil'd by the Roman Hiſtorians, under 


the Title of a Folf, to render the Origin of | 
their Empire Miraculous> Why ſhou'd I | 


recount the Horrid Fratricide committed by 


Romnlus on Remas his Brother; or the cele- | 


brared Rape of Sabine Wives, Virgins, and 


Widows > It will ſeem invidious, to call ta | 


Mind the deteſtable Murder of Titus Tacins, 
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other Dominions, carrying a War into 1n4is, | 
and encompaſliing Babylon with a Magnifi- | 
cent, Wall; at laſt was kill'd by her Son- 
Ninjas. Thus was the Aſſr:az Monarchy 


as 


DEE 


. 
» _— —— 4 


FM 
. 4 ty 
guiſh'd the Off ſpring of his Fathers Brother, 
who had adopted him to the Inheritance of the 
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the Good old Captain of the Sabines, with 


- many other Barbarous Maſſacres. Yet theſe | 


enormous Crimes were the Foundations of. 
the Roman Grandeur and Nobility, fo for- 


 midable afterwards to the ' whole Earth. 


And the Superſtructure was anſwerable, 
through all the yarious Changes and Revolu- 
tions of Government, even to the Reign of: 
Auguſtus Ceſar, under whom: Rome gain'd 
the Title of the Fourth Univerſal Monar-. 


chy. 


This Emperour, though he was eſteem'd. 
the moſt ercifz! and Juſt Prince on Earth, 


yet he eſtabliſh'd his Throne in the Blood of 
| his Kindred, facrificing the Children of his 


Uncle to the ends of State : And that he 
=” not deviate from the Royal Ingrati- 
eof other Princes, he barbaroully extin- 


Imperial Dignity. Scorning by an unkingly 
Tenderneſs, to ſpare the glorious Names of 
Antony and Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo 
nearly related, and who had inveſted him 
with the Power of being ſo inhumane. 

I will not make thee ſick, by rehearſing the 
abominable Lives and wicked A&tions of - 
the Nero's, Domitian's, Calignla's, Helioga- 
bulus's, Galienus's and the reſt of thoſg'Roy- 
al Monſters. Hiſtory -it ſelf bluſhes to re- 
cite ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and their 
very Names are odious to ' all Genera- 


_ tions 


I2 — 
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If we paſs from theſe mighty Empires to 
Kingdoms of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace 
the Foot-ſteps of the ſame Vices- Both An. 
cterit and Modern Records are full of theſe 
'Tragedies-. 'The Original Kingdom of the 
Greeks took its Riſe from the Parricide of 
Dardanus; and the Female Empire of the 
Amazons, began in the barbarous Maſlacre of 
their Husbands. All Ages and Nations afford 
us Examples of this Nature; and the Higheſt 


Fa 


Honours, Dignities and Commands were 


ever acquird-and maintain'd by the Higheſt 
Injultice. "35 ns 

- Therefore, Honeſt Nathan, let thou and [ 
. + never.envy the Nobles and Grandees of the 
Earth; but contented in our Humble Poſts, 
fitring under the Vmbrella's of a happy Ob. 
ſcurity, let us ſerve the Grand Sgnior with 
Integrity and a Zeal void of Injuſtice. 


Paris, 142 220. of the 20. Moon, 
of the Tear 1663, 
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LETTER XXII. 


To Codaratrad, Cheick, a Man of 
the Law, 


Hou wilt approve the Sentence that was 

. Yeſterday executed on a Frenchman in 
this City, who ſaid he was the $9 of Ged, 
and had perſwaded a great many poor Igno- 
rant People to believe him. He was burnt 


' alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſhes 
| kickd into a Ditch. Had he been convicted 


of this horrid Impiety in any of: the Grand 
Signior's Dominions, he had undergone the 
like or a more terrible Puniſhment : For. the 
Alcoran expreſly ſays, That God has neither. 
Wife, Sou, Damnghter, or -Companion: And 
that thoſe ſhall ſuffer Eternal Pains, who 
teach any. ſuch Deitrine. Doubtleſs, chere is 
but One God, and the Eternal Unity cannot 
be divided, or multiply'd, to make more 
Gods in FraGtion, ' or procreate an Off-/prine . 


of diminutive Derities. He, the Father of 


all Things, dwells in Eternal Solitude, and: 
from an Infinite Retirement beholds the 
Various Generations of the Univerſe ; they 
are all equally his Off-/pring, and 'ris Blaſ= + 


Rf phemy to affirm hes has a So», or a Danxegbter, 


or a Companion like unto himſelf. For he 


1s increated, unbegotren, and entire ::: Sole 
Poſk:flor of his Own Glory, without Rival 
| T4 or 


Three, 


| Manner_is thus: The Party condemn'd is 
faſten'd to a Wheel, with his Arms and Legs 


Then comes the Execationer, and with an 


the miſerable Wretch is. in the Agonies of 
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or Competitor. There was none -efore him, 
neither ſhall there be any after him- He 
is without Beginning or End, 


But theſe /»fide/s harbour ſtrange Opini- 


ons about a 7rinity of Gods, and follow 
the Deftrines of Hermes, Triſmegiſtusr, Plato, 


Pletinas, and other Pagan Philoſophers, who | 
aflerteda Triad in the Deity; and on that 
 Gafss,. founded all rhe Polythei/mn of the Gen- 


tites. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragram- 
maton, by playing the Chymical Arithme- 


 3:ictan, and extracting a 2natermty out of 
But the Poets nor puzzling their-|| 


Heads with the 4/teries of theſe Divine 
and Unintelligible Numbers, deliverd their 


os mk . on w-, .. ..:. 


8; 
/ 
'Þ; 


Ke 


Theology in plain, groſs Fict40ns, ſuitable to | 
the Capacities of the Yu/gar: One midwiking | 
a Geddeſs out of Jupiter's Brains: Another || 
Karting a God from his Thigh. Burt this filly þ 
Fellow, could not derive his PeazgreefÞ 
fo near as from a Little Toe of the D:v1n:ty. 


his Firſ Atemes, and ſpurn'd out of the 


World. : | 
The French have various Kinds of Puniſh- 
ments for /alefatters; but none more terri- 


'ble than Breaxzing on the Wheel. This is in- 


Aicted onely on Notorious Criminals, and the 


extended to their full Length and Widenels: 


Iron Bar breaks one - Bone after another, till 


Death; 


- 


Therefore, | he was deſervedly reduc'd tof 
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Death; and ſo he is left, to expire in unut- 

terable Torments: For, ſome Men of ſtrong 
Conſtitutions, will retain Life in this Condi- 
tion tor Twelve or more Hours together. 

' Honourable Codarafrad, Though the Exe-: 
| þ cations of the Eaft are more ſwift and ſurpri- © 
- zing, than thoſe in the Pe/t; yet they are 
not Comparable to them for Cruelty : The 

orſt Death being bur a Minutes Pain. | 
Sage Cheich, I reverence thy accompliſh'd - 
——_ in the Laws of Equity and Ju- 
ſtice, : 


- | 
e | Paris, the 15th. of the 2d» Icon, 

rl of the Near 1665 

) | 
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V OL.. VI. 
BOOK Ill. 


LEFFER I. 


To Solyman his Couſin, 4+ Chal» 
Cecon. 


Commend thee for renioving thus froms- 
- Place to Place, and cou'd wiſh that: 
 -thow would'it not only exchange thy - 
Reſidence: through-atl the Cities ſeated -. 
on the Boſp/oras,. Porpontis, Euxine Sea; and 
the Heleſpont, but vittt by turns all the Fa- - 
 mous-AAarts: in. the. World-. eh 
_ Praiſe be to God+-weare not born in Zof- 
Fer), Rifſia;, China: or under theznarrow=- 
Do” > BS foul : 


” 
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ſaul'd Governments of .Lycargas, Plato, and 
ſuch kind of Jealous Lawgivers; where 
it would beno leſs Puniſhment, than the Loſs 


. of one's Eyes, Ears and Feet, if not of Life 


it ſelf, to travel out of his Native Country, 
or for a Stranger to come in, excepting Fo- 
reign Embaſladours and Agents, who in 
China are forcd to travel with their Faces 
veild or muM'd, from the Confines to rhe 
Court, leſt they ſhould ſpie the Diſadvan- 
tages of the Country. 

Doubtleſs rhis is repugnant to the Law of 
Nature and Nations, an Oppreſſion of Hu- 
manity, and direftly oppoſite to the Pur- 


. poſe gf God, when he defign'd and made us 
for Sociable Creatures : For, the whole Earth- 


Is but as one Country or Province, common 


to Men and Beafts. *Tis our Element, and 


therefore we ought to be free in it, to range 
where we pleaſe, as the Fowls do in the 4:7, 
and the Fi/Þ in the Sea, without any Law, 
Reftraint,. or Injury. Such a Thought as 
this, made Socrates, when he was ask'd, hat 


Conntry-man he was, anſwer, 1 am a Native 
' of the Univerſe, and therefore free to live 


where I will. © | 
Thou know ſt, our Couſin 1/ouf has tra: 


vell'd over all 4/a and Africk, with ſome. 


Parts of Exrope. My Brother Peſtels Hali, 
has alſo vifited many Regions in the Eff. 

th of them have improv'd their Eſtates 
and Fortunes in the-World, the one at 4- 
ftracan, the other at Conſtantinople. Follow 


their ſteps and thou may'{ have thy Hearts 


Content» 


gg 2 > 2 Pr ef A a> we 
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Content. Go, and obſerve the different Man- 
ners of Men, their various Cuſtoms, Laws 
and Religions. Survey the Mountains, Val- 
lies, Defarts, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, 
Caſtles, Palaces, and all the other deſirable 
Objects, which embelliſh this Globe. 
But beware of the Infirmity of moſt 7Tra- -- 
vellers, who, Camelion-like, change their Hu- 
mour and Manners as the Regions vary 


' through which they paſs. Mere Mimicks, 


Buffoons, and Apes, who place their Excel- 
lency in 1mitating every Thing they ſee or 
meet with. Thus degenerating from them=- 
ſelves, inſtead of Improving their Minds in - 
true Science and Wiſdom, and hardening ._ 
their Bodies to endure patiently the Injuries 
of the Elements,- with all the Fatigues and 
Contingencies of Humane Life, which are the 


- chief Ends-of Travelling, next to that of - _. 
Learning how to ſerve our Sovereign, and our + 
Country in a more refined Manner. 


Solyman, never think that thou wilt de- 
ſerve the Charadter of a Pradext Traveller, it 
at thy Return thou -canſt only boaſt of 
Strange and-Incredible Things thou haſt ſeen, - 


- tell monſtrous Romances, and Fittions more - - | 


Fabulous than thoſe of the Gent:z/e Poets. ' 
Aim at Solid Knowledge, and the Improve- 
ments of a Rational Creature. As thou go-- 
eſt out a aſſulman, fo return ; but with all. 
the Advantages that may recommend thee 
for a Perſon accompliſh'd in Hiſtory, Marats, 
Polrtichs, and. Divine Philoſophy, = | 


4 
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If thou-dar't not undertake a Ramble at 
large, go to thy Coufin  Tſouf at Aftracan, 
where he is ſettld in a Way of Traffick and 


Aerchandiſe. Take thy Voyage by the Black: 


Sea, and the Palzes AMeotzs. Caſt thy Eyes. 
on the ancient Kingdom of Co/chts, as thou 
faileft by her Shores; conſider the Temper of 
the A4imerelians, Circaſſians and Tartars, 


with the Reſt of the People _through whoſe 


Territories thou wilt paſs. And when thow: *Þ ® 


arriveſt at  Afracas, rell my Coufin 1/ouf;, 


that I wiſh'd thee to take this Courſe :- He: 
will reſpe& thee for thy Uncle's Recommen» 


| dation. Shew him this Letter, and. let- his: 


own Eyes fee the Hand- Writing of MMahmzar, 
the Aged, Weather- beaten Slave of the: 


 #Earth's Great Sovereign; the old Grey, Grif- 
led Fatchman of the Sublime Port, which is | 
the Refuge of Mortals. He will find: many: - 


Opportunities to-advance thee. Bur I adviſe 
thee to wean thy ſelf from: all Fondnefs, In- 
eonſtaney, and Diſcontent- Be true to thy 
Truft, Sedulous and: Adtive, Patient and 
Refign'd. Fake all Things as-they come from 
Deſtiny, without being peeviſh, or fretful- 
So may God bleſs thee; and give thee the: 
Riches of rhe Earth, and the-Sweet Influences 


of Heaven ;: make thee happy here; and here- 
after. Finally, may thy Reſt-be'on high, in. 
| Paradiſe. 7 ples 


Paris; the xft+ of the 5th Idoog: 
of 2%: Tearnt663 BS 
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LETTER IL. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma- 


| iter of cthe- Cuſtoms ar-Conſtan- 
tinople. | 


Here is-no Doubt, but when thou waſt 

' in the ates the Names of Sultay Da- 
14, Suja, Anurengzebe, and Aforad Batche 
were not- leſs known to thee, than that. of 
their Father Cha JTehan, the Grand Mogul. 
Thy Buſineſs as well as Curiofity call'd thee 
often to the: Court, where thou haſt heard 
the Characters of theſe young Princes, whoſe 
early Years furniſh'd the World with Matter: 
of Noiſe, and great ExpeCtations, and-gave - 
the old Monarch that begat 'em, Trouble 
and Care enough to keep 'em in Order, and 


Prevent their Machinations againſt one ano- 
' ther, -as well as againſt himſelt= For, in 


thoſe Days he ſaw . his Family divided into 
FaRions, -and a Royal: Envy mix'd witte 
Ambition, whetting Brothers and Sifters a- 
ainſt eack other, who by Nature were mads 
tor the Offices of Reciprocal Love. 
Surely, .'tis but a glorious Infelicity for: 


. Children. to be: thus: born Candidates. of -a 


Crown, when each .is oblig'd by a Principle: 
of Self-Preſeryation;,to purſue. his Claim, in 
2a Method. wholly repugnant to Humanity, 
andthe AﬀeGtion. that 1s due to thoſe or 
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ſame Blood : When ſhaking off all Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother 
muſt ſheath their Swords in each others Bo- 
wels, to prevent their own Fate, and raviſh 
a. Crown by Force, to fave their Lives. 

Yet this is the Misfortune of -all the Za- 
ftera Courts, that they cannot ſee a Prince 
aſcend the Throne, without the Slaughter of 
his Brethren, and all that can be ſuſpected to 
pretend, or ſtand in Competition with him # 
for the Sovereignty. | 

However, it-muſt be confeſs'd that the 7z- 
_ dan Policy in this Point is far mure gene- 

rous, than that of the Ottomans or Perſians.” 
Who either immediately after their Poſſeſhon 
of the Throne, murder in cold Blood all the 
reſt of their Lineage; or at leaſt imprifon 
them in ſome dark Dungeon during their 
Lives, and not ſeldom put out- their Eyes. 
And this 1s owing to the Diſadvantage the 
unhappy Children of our Monarchs lie under, 
in that frond their Infancy - they are confin'd: 
to the Serag/io, and educated under the Tu- 
rehage of omen and Exnuchs, even during. 
the whole Life of their Father; ſo that he: 
who 1s advancd to the Throne, has all the 
reſt in his Cuſtody the firſt Hour of his 
Reign. | : 

Whereas, in Jdoſtan, the Princes of the 
Blood, are committed to able and learned. 
Tutors, and as they grow in Years, encreafing | 
alſo in Knowledge, Wiſdom and Courage, | 
'- _ thiey axediſpoſsd of, every one ſuitableto- his - 

Capacity. Some being made Miniſters of 


_— 
- 


State, | 
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State, others Generals of Armies, or Gover- 
nours of Provinces: Whereby each is put in 
a Condition to make Parties for himſelf, a- 
mong the Grandees, and thoſe of Inferiour 
Degree, and to fortity his ” ammg in Court. 
and City, Country and Camp. Thus an 

open Field is left for all to try their Wit and 
Courage in, for the Sake of Inheritance; and 
*tis more equal to Iet them Nobly Skirmiſh 


' for a Crown, and make a Warlike Lottery - 


tor Life or Death, than to ſet up one with 
the Advantage and Charatter of a Butcher. 
and turn the Serail to a Shambles, always 
polluted with Royal, Innecent Blood, 

But every State purſues its own /faxims; 
and there are not wanting /fer of the Law, 
who juſtify this Inhumane Condu&t of our 
Sultans, as the only means to prevent Pub- 
lick.Difſtractions and Civil Wars: Whichal- 
ways happen, where there are many Preten- 
ders to the Imperial Dignity. As it lately. 
fell out in the Dates. ; 
| I need not acquaint thee with what parti- 


cular . Dignities and Commands, the Great ' 


Aogul inveſted his Four Sons.. Thou could'ft 
ſufficiently inform: thy ſelf of theſe Things 
when thou waſt at Dehl:, the Capital City of 
Tndoſtan. Neither need I fay any Thing of 
Rauchenara Begum, or her Siſter Saheb, the 
Two Daughters of Cha lehan. Thou that 
haſt been there in Perſon know'it more cf. 


{| theſe Things, than I who am oblig'd to the 


Merchants and Travellers forall my Intelli- 
But 
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to Conſtantinople, the Fame whereof per- 

haps is not yet. arriv'd- to the Hperial 

City. | | 
'Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Ru- 


' mour being ſpread abroad through the Pro- 


vinces of -[ndia, that Cha Tchan was dead ; 
each of his Four Sons, began to lay about 
him for the Crown. 
uſual m ſuch Caſes for Ambitious Perſons to 
do, by courting the Omrabs. and Rajas with 
large Prefents and larger Promiſes, by oblig- 


ing the Souldiery with Immenſe LargeſRs; in | 


ax Word; by rouzing up the Friendſhip and 
Integrity of their Adberents, and by winning 


over Strangers to their different Parties, with 
whatſoever elſe: was thought neceſfary-* to | 
carry on a proſperous War againſt one ano- | 
ther: For the Innate Deſire of Reigning, had-| 
. equally poſleſs'd - them all, But Deſt, | 


which appoints and confummates Humane 
Events, had referv'd the Crown for Aureng- 


'zebe, who ſurpaſs dall thereſt in Policy ant} 
Diffiimulatione | | . . b 


With profound Craft: this Prince over- 


reach'd his younger Brother, A£raa- Batche, 
_ and put him in Chains, -in the midſt of J4o- 
rat's own Army; pacitying the Officers with | 
Bribes, and the Common Souldiers. with En- 
creafe of. their Pay, whilft he fent their 


General away Priſoner to one of: his ftrong- 
eſt Caſtles. This-- was the Firſt: confiut 
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But I can certify thee of ſomething, which 
| has been tranſacted there ſince thy Rerurn 


They did all that is. 


Stroke he gave toward the: gaining. Crown. -- 


Pari 
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For, now he was not only rid of one Com- 


petitor, and. the moſt dangerous of all the 
reſt, but alſo became Maſter of his Army and 


| all his Treaſure, which * being joined to his 


own, put him in a Condition, to purſue his 
good Fortune with Succeſs Yet the War 
laſted almoſt Six Years, his Brother S»/tax 
S$zjah keeping him in Play on the Side of 
Bengale, and Sultan Dara. near the Capital 
Cities Agra, and; Debhli. 

" But at laſt they were both forc'd to yield 
to the Fortune of- A#rengzebe. In fine, he 


{- was eftabliſhd and now fits on the Throne 


of his Fathers, whilſt they fell Sacrifices to 
the-Jealouſy and Revenge of their ViE8torious 
Brother, being, as I'm inform'd, taken Pri- 

and ' afterwards poyſon'd, or hurry'd 


C ionery,, nd af 
' þ our of. rhs- World ſome other Way. 


OT? 3 Th. 0, SP pA 
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| . Thus paſſes away Humane Glory, like « 


| Cloud driven before, the Wind ; or like the 
| Smoke of 4 Fire, which looks. bright and ay. 


for a while, crackles and gives Heat to all 


.that are near it, but is either ſuddenly 


uench'd with Water, or evaporates into 
ir, and is no more remember'd. Dear Pe- 
ftels, - confider that this Earth is not our 
Native Country : We are Foreigners here be- 


Tow ; let us improve our ſelves, by every 


Thing we encounter, in Knowledge and Ver- 


tue, withour learning the Vanity and Vices 


of Mor tals. hy 


Paris, the qth. of the 6th. Joon, 
"of the Tear 1663s | 
"ER'E 
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pear a_ living np to nn of her. boaſted 


what their. Expreſſes cantain. The Cour- 


LE TT E R IIE.. 
To Uleph, Baſſa, 


E Jer isgreat Rejoycing for the Ccrailich | 
of a certain Proteſtant Prince to the | 


the Nuke of I{ek/cbonrgh. He is faid to iprins 
from an Ancient Race. of Kings among rhe 
Vandals. This Court: careſſes Fo in an Ex- | 
traordinary Manner, as they uſually do. all 'F: 
Proſelytes of his- High Quality 3 as for poor | c 
and vulgar Converts» they ſerve only ro. be-. ff c 
come the. Prieſts $/aves and Aſſes. fri 
' The King, who. 1s. Sf, a. ha, Fldeft Son | Fl 
of che: Char and. ihucfore ovght” ol AP- D 


. 

Lt 
Faith of the Roman Church. They call him [ 

| © 

Y 


Vertues, has been very. Liberal. of his Fas, 
vours to the New; Devotee, creating him) 

Knight of the Holy Spirit, which } is the moſt 
oth 1e.Degree of Honour-in this Kingdom, 
mext-to; that, of being made Peer of” the 
Realm... 

Goriers arrive one.at. the Heels of another 
from-the: Duke of Beaxfort, who is Cru, 
ſing about.on the Mediterranean. Bur, I cant- 
not .get a Sight of any of them, nor learn: 


tiers and Stateſmen here are the very Whirl- ow 

Pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is the 

communicated. to them, is ſwallow'd up 190 wiſh 
's 
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loſt for ever in profound Silence. They re- 
ceive all, but return none again» However, 
People take the Liberty to gueſs, every Man 
according to his. Reaſon or Phanſy. Some 
ſay, the Duke of Beaufort has engaged 
| with a Fleet- of Algerines, and driven 'em 
| into their Harbour with great Loſs on their 

Side, and Triumph on his- Others laugh at 
this as only a Court-Romance who ſtrive to 
prepoſſeſs the Nation with proſperous Stories 

| of the King's Arms, both by Sea and Land. 
| Whilft a Third Sort affirm, That thoſe Di- 
| - fpatches come not from the Duke of Beax-. 
$4 fort, who, they ſay, is dead, being kill d by a 
I Cannot-Bullet, in an Encounter with the _ 

Corſairs of Barbary : Bur, that they are ſent 
| from the next Chief Officers in the Thoubn 
NN Fleet, to. give the King: an Account of* his 
Death, and receive New Orders - : 

Lf Inthe mean while, weare wholly takenup- 
=jf here at preſent with the Reception of- the. 
my Sw/;-Embaſſadours, They made: their Pab- 
lick Entry into Paris yeſterday, after they 
| had been magnificently entertain'd at the 
Cl Caſtle of the. Yaed, A Thouſand: Chariots - 
. 'N accompanied: them through the Streets. of 
My Paris. They. are brave Jolly Perſons, Sons 
' of Bacchas, and Hirelings to /ar-, Stour in. 
fa Wine-Cellar, and no Cowards in the: 
BL Field. | b 

Courteous Baſſa, Thou ſeeſt, I do not 

forget my Friends, but ſend to all by Turns, 
gthe Advices that come to my Hands. 1 

nal wiſh thou would {| favour me with a ſhort 

oth T | Sketch 
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Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the Grand. $;g- 
zior, in the Neighbouring Plains of Aaria- 
nople. Ling ook 2 | | 
Paris, the 1oth. of the 11th. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1663: 


LETTER IV. 


To Hamet, Reis Bffndi, Principal 


Secretary 'of the Ottoman Em- 
PIFE. - WE 


”” 


"TIS hard to determine; whether the 
French King excel in Martial Aﬀeairs, - þ 


or in thoſe of S:ate. He is good at Both. 


His-Counſels are Wiſe, and his Aftions great. 


A Man both jn Body and Mind, form'd for 


re: And out-ſtripping his Years in all 


Empi 

Thin ſave the Afairs of Love. Theſe in- 
deed he purſues with youthful Vigour and 
Paſhon, being by Nature very Amorous, 
and eſteem?d the Handfom'ſt Prince of this 
Age, by thofe who'conſider a Regular Shape, 


Graceful Features, and a Majeſtick Awful-/ 


neſs in the Face, as the Principal Ingredients 
in a Maſculine Beauty” | 


Tis certain, he's very Acceptable to the 
Ladies, who are the moſt Competent. Judges} 


in this Caſe. And they value him. fo _— 
Bones © | a 
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the more, becauſe his Love never abates the 
due Sentiments a A4narch ought to have of 
his Glory. For he gratifies. both Paſſions, * 


- without ſuffering them to interfere, manage- 
' ing his ſofteſt Intrigues, with ſuch exqui- 


fite Prudence, as he ſtill comes off a Hero. 
He has had many Mitſtreſles, and 'tis.a ma- 
nifeft Diſcovery of his Wit, that he never 


_ faſten'd his AﬀeCtions on any. that: deſerv'd 


not the ſame CharaCter. She:that has the 
greateſt Share in his Heart at preſent, is call'd 
the Datcheſs of Vaujoxr; a Womars raisd 
to that Title by the X»g's Bounty, for the 
Sake of his Love» She has a Refind Wit, 


and that's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, 


as to her Body, 'twould hardly tempt an in- 
different Painter ro employ. his Skill, unleſs 


| it were, in deſcribing what the Tayor endea- 
'K vours to hide, and that's a Deformity much 


like mine, a Remarkable Bunehin the Back, 


Yet this great 4onarch, loves her paſſionate- 


ly, and will not 'be eaſily croſs'd in his A- 
MOUrs» We 6 

The 2xeex and his Mother have endea- 
vour'd by divers-Methods to reclaim him ; but 
all prove ineffeftual. A while ago they ſer 
his Confefſor to work, who with- Abundance 
of unſeaſonable Gravity; repreſented to the 


8 Young Invincible - fonarch, the Ill Confſe-. 


vences of Unlawful Love (for, theſe nfs 
1s eſteem. none Lawfzl, but what is be- 
ſtow'd onely on One Y7fe.) He faidall that 
-was proper for a 7e/aite to urge on ſuch an- 
Occaſion, - and a great deal more ; threat- 


ning 
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ning the Royal Lover with Severe Penance, 


- Diſcourſe from a Subjef?, yet reſpeRting 
the CharaGter he bore as a Prieſt, the King 


<td 
EC 
—— I NIE - 


for his Pious Counſel, telling him withal | 


and I know not what. Impatienr ' of this 


with a Reſerv'd Countenance, thank'd him 


that for the Future he diſcharg'd him from || 
his Service, being reſfoly'd to obey the Old| 


' Canons of the Church, and confeſs to none} 
but the Prieſt of the Pariſh. Thus the 
- - poor Jeſnite was difcarded, and beſides the 


K2g's Diſpleaſure, he has drawn upon him- 


| 

ſelf the Cenſures and Curſes of his whole 1 
Order, for diſobliging ſo potent a Afonarch} \ 
onely to pleaſe Two peeviſh Women. ſ 

_ Illuſtrious 4L#ifter, Kings are as Gods on 4 
Earth; and they eſteem it a Prophanationf 4 
of thelr Divinity, when their Actions ar N 
too narfowly ſcann'd by their Subjetts, ar 

| ; | EF M 

\ . . Paris, the 5th of the 1ſt. Ifooy, y th 
' of the Tear 1664. : | for 

| I 

| | ſel 


- fi 


I Noble Kerker Haſſan, Baſſs, our Country- 
| man 
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LETTER V. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma- 
ſler of the Grand Signior's Cu- 
ſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


THE News which thy Letter imparts, | 
 woud affe&t me with Incredible De- 


l light, were ſuch a Thing poſſible to come to 
{ paſs» Itisa long Time fince I have been 


weary of dwelling in Parss, and of conver- 
fing onely with D»fidels. ' There is a perfeC& 


Antipathy between their Humour and mine. 


And 'tis no ſmall Violence a Man does to his 


Nature in ſuch a Caſe, when all his Aﬀtions 
| and Words are counterfeited This goes 
| mightily againſt the Grain. But I have 
! thought nothing roo much to do or ſuffer, 


for our Great Maſter's Intereſt. And I'm 
ſtill of the ſame Reſolution, Yet Nature it 
ſelf abhorrs Force and Reſtraint. Therefore - 


*rwou'd be a vaſt Comfort to be recall'd 


from this diſagreeable Station, and plac'd in 
ſome other Po/#, where I might ſerve God 
and the Grand S$ignior with more Eaſe, 

Beſides, I have met with nothing but 


 Perſecutions and Reproaches from ſome at 


the Serag/io, ever fince I came to this City 5 
as I haye often hinted in my Di{patches to 
the Grandces, and particularly once to the 


# 
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man and Friend. Wherein I alſo implor'd 
his Favour and Intercefſion, that I might 
\ have leave to retire into- Arabia, and ſpend 
the Reſt of my Days in the Place where I 
firſt drew my Breath; 'or at leaſt, that 1 
might be permitted to return to Conſtant in0- 
ple, and'give an Account of my Agency in 
_ theſe Parts, though it were to the Loſs of | 
my Head, if I deferv'd it. — ] 
rags that generous Baſſa took Com- | 


| 
. paſſion on -my Sufferings, and has done his . 
_ utmoſt rorelieve me- Tis to him I owe the ff x 
Propoſal that was made in the Divan, of || ;; 
ſending me to the Court of the Grand Ao. |, 
Lal, there to negotiate ſome Private Afﬀairs þ 1 
_ of Importance for the Sultan. if + 
._ Therg is nothing that I have had a greater Þ ,j 
Paſſion for theſe many Years, than the Hap-}| ;;, 
pineſs of viſiting thoſe remote Parts of the |/ 
Earth, ſo venerable for the Antiquity of theirſ |,,, 
Inhabitants, and the Excellency. of their] ,, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion and Government ;| ted 
I mean, the Gentile Indians, and not. the Anc 
. Race of the Megals, who came out of Tar-ſ;, 
zary, and are. but. of Yeſterday, in Comp, 

 riſon with the Aboriginal People, whoſe Ge-[,; ;+ 


_ nealogies and. Poſſeſhon -of that Conn, f T7; 
ew beyond all the Records in the 7orldf; ly a 
ide. _—_ 

Ever fince I read the Forrnal of thy Traf ag: 
vels in the Ef, I was inflam'd with an ar- lerne: 
dent Defire to ſee that Renowned Natiofry;, 
to: converſe with the Bramirs, and pry intofr "a 


in 
he Myiterles of their Unknown Wildon 
En 0 JOY WICH © 
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which occaſions ſo much Diſcoutſe in the 
world. | FN 

I know not what ails me, but I-promiſe 
my ſelf more. Satisfaction from their Books, 
were I capable of underſtanding the Zan- 
guage in which they are writ, or from the 
Lips of thoſe Pr:ie/?s who have 'em in their 

| Cuſtody; than from all the Prophets and 

| Sages in the 71d, I phanhie I ſhou'd 
'Þ find ſomething prodigiouſly ſtrange and 
Þ amazing in their Hi/fory, yer ſquaring with 
| Human Reaſon, and a Probabillity- of Truth, 
. | Iſhou'd meet with Arguments which I cannot 
$ 


| yet ſtart, to prove the Eteraity of the World ; 
Arguments clear and demonſtrative : ſuch 
as woud eſtabliſh this Doftrive, againſt 
f Þ all Objections that have or can be made to 
- fl the contrary. | 
et The Jzea which I already entertain of fo 
I} unmeaſurable a Duration, 1s only founded 
fon my own Natural Thoughts, and ſuppor- 
T3þ ted by the Concurrent Opinion of ſeveral 
1 Ancient Philoſophers. But I ſhou'd hops 
Ito ſes it diſcover'd by theſe Indian Records, 
WJto be a Truth as bright as the Sun, and fix'd 
Jas the Center of the Earth. 
7» There is another Thing, for which I migh- | 
18htily admire the I2dians; and wherein I en- 
- Kfeavour to imitate them to the utmoſt of 
rmy Power: That 1s, the Juſtice and Ten- - 
aYHerneſs they ſhew toward the Beaſts. Tis a 
Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, 
nt by. chance they kill any living Creature. 
oo  o Bur, 


Ne" 
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But, if they do it wilfully, out of Cruel 
Wantonneſs or Malice, and not in their own 
Defence; *tis puniſh'd with Death, no leſs 
than if they .had murder'd a Man- No care. 
of Health, or Fear of Diflolutian by Sickneſs, 
can tempt one'of the Brachman Race, to. 
raſte a Bit of Fleſh : Much leſs cou'd they 
be induc'd by the mere Pleaſureof their Ap- 
petites, to commit that which they eſteem 
ſo enormous a Sin, and the very Fountain 
of all other Vicess They count it the grea- 
teſt Injuſtice thatcan be, to ſuſtain their own 
Lives, by the Death of any of their Fellow- 
Animals ; and they eſteem it a Puſillanimity 
unbecoming a Man, when he dares not ven- 
ture his Life on the Fruits of the Earth, 
and the Milk of Cattel, which he may en- 
joy in Innocence, and Nature affords him 
more than enough, of all Sorts of lawful 
Nouriſhment. | _— 

This Religious Abſtinence, is the Mother 
of Heroick Vertues; and thoſe who praCtiſe 
It inviolably,are alwaysin a State to contemn 
the World, Death, and all Momentary 
Things. Hence it is, that the 7d:a»s go to mo 
the Invifble World as cheartully, as they [tis 
wou'd take a Journey to China, Perſia, [An 
Tarky, or any other Part of the Earth. For ſter 
they eſteem Death no other than a ſetring [dw 
out, or Voyage of the Sov] to a more agree- 
able Region. | 

But, I need not infiſt ſo-much on theſe! 
Things to thee, who haſt been among them, 

| an 
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and art familiarly acquainted with their Ge- 
»ius and Inclination. I flide into this Dif 
courſe inſenſibly, by the Pleaſure I take in 
thinking of theſe People and their admira- 
ble Vertues, as a Man falls in Love with a 
Beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on 
her, and many Times forgets himſelf, and 
the Buſineſs he was about, commits Errors 
and Indecencies, and through the Confuſion 
of his Spirits, is quite loſt, like one in a 
Wood. 

To return therefore to my Purpoſe; a 
Journey to the /ndies would be very plea- 
ſant to me on ſeveral other Accounts. The 
very Stars of my Nativity inclin'd me to 
travel, and from my Cradle in my Father's 
Houſe, I was tranſported to Cor q Puabriror'y 
many Hundreds of Leagues from the Place 
of my Birth. Thou know'ſt, what a Romer 
I've been fince that Time: And I can aſſure 
thee, I retain the ſame Diſpoſition ſill. But, 
there's no Comnmtry under the Afoon which I 
wiſh to ſee with greater Earneftneſs, than Þr- 
aoftan; the very Name whereof ſounds al- 
moſt as ſweet as that of Paradiſe. Doubtleſs 
tis the Eden of the Earth, in many Reſpefts- 
74 JAnd the Inhabitants believe there was no bet- 
of ter for the Original Parents of Mankind to 
ng jdwell in, ranking the F:/7ory of Afoſes on 
hat Subje&t in the Number of Celebrated 
ables, I approve not this Cenſure of the 
Þndians, yet I tell thee as a Ifuſſulman, F 
are ſay, the EP Writings of Meſes 

2 are 


"0D O27 a yn tt "_ 


ww 


.. . , 


ws 


-196 Letters Writ by Vol. VI. 
are quite miſunderſtood by the greateſt Part V 
of Mankind. Neither can any Two of his | 4 
Interpreters, -agree exactly which was the{fo 
Particular Situation of Par aaiſe. Some plant 
that Garden in Meſopotamia, others in Pale.|m 
ftine; and a Third Sort affirm, 'twas inth 
Egypt: This Man will have it in A/a, Thatſthi 

in Africk. They are divided in their Opi-fwi 
nions- And I might as well fay, 'twajfFl 
under the Red Sea between them both;do 
and bring as many Cabbaliſtick Proofs tojjley 
defend it. Bur, it ſignifies nothing to us} | 
let it be where twill. Every Place is ae: 
Paradiſe, which a Man phanſies to be ſojfſkin 
and. Nothing can beat me off from theſſmy 
Conceit I have of the nates. Sta 
* + Beſides, I ſhou'd take a vaſt Delight in myfſons 

Journey thitherz; whether I went by thefcall 
Way of the B/ack Sea, and fo through theſſthat 
Ancient Kingdoms: of Colckis, Georgia andÞ/ra; 
Cathay, coaſting along the Foot of Mountyhoi 
Taurns: Or, by the more Common  Roadgneſs 
through Hria, Arabia, and Perſia, Eithenfthe 
way woud attord Matter of Thought to Em; 
Contemplative Man, whilſt in ſome Placaf4ſ 
he beholds 'the  Ruines of Famous Cities fron 
and his-Eye revels on the Spoils of Tims the | 
of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. In o-Þ:/e 
thers, he beholds whole Provixces laid Waſte, bb tl 
and diſpeopl'd; only meeting here and thert(Cani 
a few Cots, Hords, or Tents of Arabi 
Tartars, or Circaſſian Rerd{inen ; who ſtrag-hwal 
gle up and down the pleaſant Fields otfun 
Ajapnd 
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s| 4/a, to pick and chuſe conyenient Paſtures 
elfor their Cattle. / 
t] How pleaſant would it be,to travel through 
my own. Coatry, and behold the Tents of 
the Sons of 1/mael ſpread o'er the Plains of 
ththe Vaſt and Horrible De/art ? : To meet 
if with Emirs and Sheghs of Arabia, with their 
xl Flocks and Herds, Summering it up and 
1:8down, and Frolicking from Mountain ro Yal- 
tofley at their Pleaſure ? 
sf From this to paſs to anorher Variety ir 
al Per/z4, would be equally diverting» What 
» kind of Thoughts ſhould I have whilſt on 
helmy Bed, within the Walls of Bazaar, the 
Srage of ſo many Great and Renown'd Atti- 
nyfons, mention'd in. Ancient Hiftory! I ſhould 
hefſcall to Mind Semiramis, the Foundreſs of 
heſthat Noble City, and. all her 77ars with the 
ndl/za;ans and other Nations of the Eaſt. I 
ntſhould refledt on her Policy, and the. Weak- 
adneis of her Son NN:zy4s. I ſhould conſider 
1fthe - various Tranſlations of the Eafters 
) Empire ; the Alternate Fate of rhe AZedes, 
calAſrians, Babylonians and Perſians. And 
& from thence I ſhould Naturally fall upon 
ne the Congueſts of Alexander the Great ; the 
0-[:/e of the Macedonian Empire, the Death 
ſte,þt that Mighty Hero in Babylon, and the 
entLantonizing the Empire among his Chief 
tbrWDfficers. Such emoirs as theſe, would 
awaken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all 
ofHumane Affairs, as it does at this time: 
afind -particularly I reflect on my own Fol- 
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ly, in ſetting my Heart ſo much on. Tra- 
velling to a Country, which I am never 
like to ſee. | 
For, alas, my Dear Brother, I am not a- 
ble ro endure at this Age, the hardſhips 
of ſo long a Journey, as I could m my 
Youth. Much Sickneſs has impaird the 
Strength of my Conſtitution. I am grown 
as tender as an Infant. The leaſt Puff of 
Wind is ready to blow out the Flame of 
Life. . And whereas formerly, neither Heat 
nor Cold, Hunger or Thirſt, Labour or 
Watching could hurt me ; now my Health 
receives Damage from every one of theſe, 
-F. could not poſlibly out-live the Fatigue 
and Pain of travelling Two or Three Days 
together without a Drop of Water to re- 
freſh my panting Soul. An Habitual Fe- 
ver has made me the Thirſtieſt Man in 


the World. Then I am not able to bear) - 


the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, to which a 
Traveller in thoſe Parts is Neceſfarily ex- 


'pos'd. I ſhould daily diffolve like Wax, 
or rather exhale in Smoke, in the midft 
of ſo many Fervors. In a Word, my Body 
is ſo Infirm, that I am very ſure to die 
before I can get Half Way to Indo/tar, let me 
take the neareſt Road I can. 

Yet- if the fenifters of the Port ſhall 
think fie to ſend me, I am refign'd. For, 
IT take no farther Care of my Life, than 
. as I may be ſerviceable to the Grand Sy- 


Hare . 
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I intend to write to our Illuſtrious Friend 
about it. -In the mean time, do thou for 
me, what the Prudence of a Man, and the 
AﬀeRion of a Brother ſhall ſuggeſt, as 
moſt conducing to the Intereſt of our $9. 
vereign, and our own Honour, which we 
ought to preferr to our Lives. 

- Qur Mother is in Health, and Salutes thee 
with a tender Embrace. | 


Paris, the gth. of the 3d. Adoon, 
of the Year 1664. 
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LETTER VI. 
To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Ottoman 
Empire, 


fo Fs Court of late makes a double Fi- 


* gure; the one of Rea! Sorrow for the | 


Dutcheſs of Savoys Death, who was of 
the Blood-Royal of France; the other of 
Connterfeit Mourning tor the Death of Ca- 
rolus Foſephus, Brother to the German Em- 
perour. For, they inwardly rejoyce at this 
Latter, and wiſh the whole Houſe of Az- 
. {tria were laid in their Graves: That Family 
being the only Obſtacle . to the Granaear, 
at which the Freach Monarchy aſpires. The 
only Rub which Cardinal R:ch/;en, and his 
Succeſlor Mazarini found in their Way, 
when they ſought to exalt the Boxrbons to 
the Empire of the eſt - | 

The Rile and Fall of Kingdoms, the va- 
rious Changes of Government, the Alternate 
- Fate of Nations, are Themes- worthy of a 
Auſſalman's Thoughts ; conſidering that the 
Victorious and Happy O/mans at this Day 
poſſeſs the Territories of ancient Renown, 
the Provinces and Dominions which former- 
ly made the greateſt Figures and Noiſe in the 
World. | 


What 
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What is now become of the moſt Famous 
Monarchies of Babylon, Perſia, Allyria, Mace- 
don, Greece and Rowe ? Look tor the Myſte- 
« | rious and Learned Kingdom of Egypt ; the 
Religious State of the Fews ; The moſt An- 
cient Kingdoms of ths S$:£30n:ans and Ar- 
gives; The Commonwealths of Lacedemon 
and Athens, with many other Countries 
_ {| mention'd in the Records of Time, and we 
e | ſhall find them all Swallow'd up in the U- 
f | niverſal Empire of the Ottomans. ; 
F& The Hiſtories of Ze/zs, and how he got 
;. | the Sovereignty by Hunting; of Ninms his 
\. | Son who firſt taught the World the Me- 
ic | thods of Jaolatry; of Sermmiramis, Ninyas; 
;. | Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the- 
y || reſt of thoſe {3rian Monarchs; found now 
r, | like an antiquitated Tale, or Dream. Net- 
\e || ther is- there any more Life at this time 
is | 1n the ZBabyloniaz and Perſian Regilters: The 
y, mighty Acts of the Nevachadnezzar's, Cy- 
of 75's and the reſt of thoſe renown'd Con- 
querours, now ſerve but as Foils to ſet off 
x: | the more Glorious Enterprizes, and Succel- 
te | {es of our Immortal Su/tars. 

'Tis true, the Perſians at. this Day retain - 
fome Fragments of that once Vaſt and For- 
midable Eaſtern Empire. And the Ger- 
mans have a Shadow of the Ancient Impe- - 
rial Majeſty of the Romans. Burt both..the 
one and the other, are grown Effeminate and 
'Weak; they have loſt the Vertue, the Power - 
and Fortyne of their Predeceſfors. - 


K. ai: Thows - 
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Thou haſt travell'd over all the Dominions 
of the Sophi, and been an Eye- Witneſs of 
the Perfan Luxury, Libertiniſm, and Na- 
kednefs9 Thou haft ſeen the Offi-ſpring of 
- Heroickh Sages, transform'd to Swine, Dogs, 
Aﬀes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they'd drank of Circe's Cup. So fatal is it 
to decline from the Way of Vertue; nay, fo 
impoſſible even to ſtand ſtill in that facred 
Path, without being violently apt backs. 
ward. In a Word, thou art. ſo thorowly 
_— with the Preſent State of Per/ca, 
an 


all its Circumſtances, that I ſhou'd ap-! 
too officious in pretending to deſcribe 


either the Country, or the People that inha- 
bit there. ; 2 

But, as to Exyrope, thou profeſſeſt thy 
felf a Stranger, and haſt commanded me to 
charaRteriſe this Quarter of the Ym'orld; 


Wherein Germany makes the moſt Majeſtick| 


Figure by Land, England and Holland by 
Sea: Sparn, boaſts of her Gold ; whilſt Frarce 
treaſures it up to pay her Armies, to keep fe 
reign Kings in Penſion, to build mighty 


Fleets, and Magnificent Palaces; to corrupt 


the German Princes, and: make 'em Pimp! 
to her Ambition, Inſtruments of her dg 
fgn'd Grandexr, which is no leſs than the 
Yeftern Empire. | 

-As for the Duke of $4voy, he is a mers 
Tennis-Ball, or a Shattle-Coch,  bandied to 
and fro between the Kings of France and 
Spain ; 


Th 
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The $w:ſſes are Poor and Mercenary. They 
cannot ſtay at Home unleſs they cou'd ban- 
quet on the Turfs and Stones : For all the 
Fleſh, Fruit, and Corn in the Land, is not 
half enough to keep 'em alive, and they 
have little or no Money, but what they get - 
abroad. | This makes'em all Travellers, and: - 
moſt of them take up the Trade of War. 
They ſerve the Pope, the French King, and- ©. 
many other Princes, for Pay : And where 
they once engage, they are very true to their 
Truſt. Bur, I can tell thee, they wou'd be 


| unwilling to fight for the Gravd Signior, un- | 


leis he wou'd allow 'em Plenty of 7/ne, 
which thou know'ſt is contrary to the Difſci-- 
pline of the 144ſſulman Armies: And theſe + 
rx. are the profeſs d Adoxers of Bac- - - 
chas. | 


The Hollanaers are Induſtrious, and Rich: 


| They mind nothing but Merchandizing and 
Mechanicks- They wou'd fain engroſs the'- - | 


Trade of the ares and the Levant, to them- 
felves. They traffick, that they may be in 
a Condition to fight, and they fight to eſta- - 
bliſh their Commerce ; having no ſence -of - 
Homonr, but onely of Profir. If they attempt 


| any Conqueſt, or make an Invaſion, it muſt 
| be in America,or ſoine other remote Country : 


For they're one!y npon the Defenſive among -: 
their Neighbours, . 04 daring to be the Firtt>-: 
Agereſſors in a War- In a Word, - they re. 

like a Neſt of Piſmires, that trudge up -and 


.-| down- continually. to get Proviſion , -but 


King and bige- thoſe under whoſe ProteRtion 


they live, if they have an Opportunity. 

*Tis thought,. the Prince ot - Orange, who. 
deſcends from an Illuftrious Stock, will eer 
long reduce thoſe Repablicans to another 
Form of Government. The French Style 


him the Head and Heart of the United. 


States, and theſe thou know |t command 
- the Harnas and the Feet. 


Germany.is counted the Bulwark of Chr: |} 
Frenaom againſt the mighty Power of the | 
Ottomans and Tartars. But, in. my Opt- 
nion, one of our Embaſladors at the Em- | 
peror's Court, gave a truer Deſcription of it, | 
when he compar'd Germazy to a Great Mon- | 


Ner, with | many Heads and Tails, which 
having a deſire to break through a certain 
quick-ſet Fence or Hedge, and each -particu- 
lar Head making Way where 1t cou'd -beſt 


among the leſs entangl d Branches, were all | 
caught in ſo many difterent. Noozes, by | 


the Interpoſition of ſtrong Trees, and fo 
the Monſter was forc'd to retire with Shame 
and Loſs: Whereas, he ſaid, the O/m4» 
Empire, was like an Animal with One Head, 
nd Many Tails, and that One Head not en- 
ountring the like Difficulties, eaſily paſs'd 
through, being follow'd by the Tails with 
one Conſent, as the untwilted- Ends of a 
'Ten-ſtringd Cord paſs through a Ring or 
Hole, when the united Part. has lead them 
the Way. | | | 
_ I ſhou'd have mention'd Zatly, Poland, 
Denmark, Moſcouy, and other Regions of 
Exroge, butit wou'd be too tedious _ one 
| | | Letter, 
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Letter, which I ſhou'd .neither have Time 
to, write, nor thou Patience to. read, at 
Once. | 

Therefore, I deſire thee to accept of this 
onely as a rough Draught, an Imperfect. 
Sketch of ſome Parts of the 7e/#. But in 
my future Diſpatches, I will imitate the 
Painters, and endeavour to draw . each 
Member and Lineament of this great Body 


'to the Life;:as near as'I can diſcern 'em. by 


the Lights.I have in Paris. 


Paris, roth. of the qth. oor, 


of the Tear 1664. 


''LETTER VII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Bail. 


M-* Y God muleiply his Bleflings on thee, 


and” cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with | 


freſh Lights and- new Joys, like the Sk y- 
Rockets on a Dunalma [or Rizal Holiday.] 


Accept alſo a ſmall Preſent, not worth an | 
Inventory, (conſiſting onely of a few Pi- | 
Qtures, Looking. Glaſſes, Watches, and other. | 


ManutaCtures of France, from the Hands of 

Mahmut, thy Countryman, Son of thy Fa- 

thers Neighbour,and aVoluntarySlave of thoſe 

who ſerve thee, if I had the Honour of an Op- 
Ortunity. 

Neither the Gift, nor he that offers it, is 
worthy of Eſteem. But, thou haſt Conde-- 
ſcenfion enough to look on Both with the 
Eye of a Noble Arab; who knows how to 
value the Sincerity of any Man's Devoir and 


Afﬀection, which way ſoever he exprefles it. . 


I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of 
thy Friendſhip to my Brother Pe/?e/iand me;. 
and in General, to all thoſe of our Houle : 
Which ſtill encourages me to expett greater 
Kindnefles ;- nay, in a manner, afſures-me of 
them : Becauſe, I know the Nature.of true 


Generofity is ſuch, that where it once begins. 


to. faſten on an ObjeA, it never ceaſes to 
communicate its Favours, till- Damn'd Per- 
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fidy gives a Check to the Current. And 
may he be Damn'd that then has the Impu- 
dence to ask for any more» 

But Praiſe be to God, my Caſe is other- 
wiſe; Iam not in the Number of the Un- 
grateful and Treacherous : And therefore, 
with Boldneſs I. preſume once more to ad- 
dreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, illuſtrious 
Baſſa, begging thy Patronage and Shelter 
from the Perſecution of my Enemies ; whoſe 
whole Endeavour is to ruine me. 2 

Thou know 'ſt I came to Paris in the 
Year 1637. of the Chriſtians Hegira, The 
San had then reviſited the Sig he was. in- at 
my Natz:vity, juſt the Eight and Twentieth 


Time. I wasa mere Youngfter in the #14, 


However, my S#periorrs thought me fit for 
this Employment» How I have acquitted my 
ſelf in it ever fince, I leave to themſelves to 
judge: Yer, for Faſhion's Sake, they will be 
always a finding Faults One Sycophant 
or other is perpetually railing againſt me, 
when they find any of the FYiz:rs and other 
Grandees in a Humour to hearken to them. 
I phanſy 'tis for Want of Diſcourſe. When 
they have nothing elſe to talk of, then 
they fall a cenſuring of poor Adabmar, 
who undergoes more Fatigues than a Hun- 
dred Thouſand ſuch * This Word Thiguch, 
Thlgach, as they« I, toſs -(x- 24 oben ths 
ca't imagine, what. 9 194 ſo in the tee 
ap Bra ac unleſs it 7,20f1ror brows aft 
be that they wou'dhave  wpyr ro make of it. 
me turn Chr:#:ian,and | 
enter my ſclt into ſome Monaſtery, Suffer 
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' Suffer me, 'my Noble Friend, to tell thee; 
that a Man: cannot want for Temptations to 
ſuch a Change of his Faith, without being 
confin'> to a Recluſe Life, He may be a 


Friar or a Libertine, a Prieſt or a Layman, | 


A Zealot- or a Hypocrite, a Chimney- Sweeper 
or an :45bst, which he pleaſes, according as 


he is quality'd; ' And, I can aſſure thee, he | 


that wou'd be a good Man, which is be- | 
yond all the Reſt, has Incentives enough: | 


oC 


among the Profeſſors of the Nazarene | 


Worſhip, though the greateſt Part are 
_ wicked, 

As for me, I never thought that 7r7we Re- 
l;gion conſiſted in Empty Names and Titles, 
in Forms and Ceremonies, in Parties and 
Factions, or in any 'Thing but in a Life con- 
form to Reaſon, and to the Will of God. 
They take me here at Paris for a Aolda- 
vian Rambler, that has read ſomething more 
than the Par:/hþ-Clerks. And becauſe they 

 -know, I underſtand Greek, Sclawonian, and 
Two or Three Langaages more, they wouw'd 
fain make me a Prieſt, Door, Orator, or 
any Thing that I wou'd accept of, to ferve 
an Intereſt» And I am compell'd to uſe, 
either a down-right Humility, or a forc'd 
Pride, that I may handſomly evade their 
Courtſhip: Convincing 'em ſometimes, that 
T am not fit for ſuch Dzgxities, at other Sea- 
ſons telling 'em, I am above Ivferiowr Orders, 
and that nothing leſs than an. Archbi/hops 
Pall, or a CarainaPs Hat will fatisfy my, 
Ambition. : 7" 
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Thus I really diſlemble, and jeſt my ſelf 
in earneſt out of Ample Eſtates, ro ſerve 
God, his Prophet, and the Grand Signior : Yet 
am traduc'd at the Serag/io for a Hypocrits, 
an &yfidel, and God knows what. wy 

| Here's honeſt Elachim the'Few undergoes 

theſame Fate; Whilſt thoſe of his own Par- 
| ty, eſpecially the Rabbis, proclaim him 
| every where for a Chriſtian ; and the Naza- 
4 72nes point-at him, as 2 T»rb. Onely my 
$ Landlord where I before lodg'd, who is an ho- 
J neſtold drunken Flaming, takes Eliachims for 
* aSant,and ſwears he will have him Canoniz'd. 
\ If after his Death + And all this, for no other 
" Þ Reaſon, but becaufe Elzachim treats him now 
and then with a Bottle of Wine : So par- 

tial are all Men to their own Humours and 
- Þ Intereſts. But the:Frath on't is, E/zachim's 
an Excellent Counterfeit, and my Landlord 
8'not the onely Man who has this Venera- 
tion' for him. - He paſles for a very Good Ca- 
tholick and a Holy 71an among a great many 
others- His Looks are ſo demure, his Mien 
ſo compos'd, and he has ſuch Godly Dif- 
courſe with him, about the Sacraments, [1- 
aulgences, Miracles' and Graces of the 
Charch, when he'is'in Company with Chrs- 
ftians, That he 'wou'd deceive the Span} 
HG ,: and cheat the Devi! him- 
elf: | 

Such is the Violence we are forc'd to uſe 
to 'our. ſelves, who live in theſe hazardous 
Stations. -'And yet No-body” confiders us, 
| or © regards'* our Zeal - for the Grane 

S1gnior, 


210 
Signior. Our Reputation, Liverty, and 
Lives are precarious- We are not onely in 
tual . Danger - of - the Revenge. of the 
4:4renes who are our real Enemies ; but 
alſo exposd to the Envy, Malice and. Per- 


ſecution of ' thoſe who ought to be. our | 


Friends, | 


| I have often complain'd:of the malicious | 
Calumnies thrown on me by {chings Cap-Og- | 
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lani, and his Afociates: And the /inifter: | - 


were fleas d to receive my Apologies. _ But 


now I ſuſpe& greater Treacnery. I ſent an 
Account to the Reis Effendi ſome Years apo, 


how was dogg d up and down the Streets of 
Paris, by a Fellow whom I knew- not, and 


what Apprehenſions that put me upon. I 
' will acquaint thee farther, that. being afraid 
of an ſafe in the Dark, I arm'd my Breaſt 
with a Quire of Paper, which is known to be 
Dagger- Proof. I was not at all miſtaken in 


my Gueſs. For the laſt Night, as I was re-f 


turning home to my Lodging, between the 
Hours of Nine and Ten ; I receiv'd a Stab in 
my aforeſaid Breaſt-Plate, right againſt my 
Heart. It was not ſo dark but I could per- 
ceive the Perſon who gave me this: Blow ; 
and Self-Preſervation taught me immediate- 
ly to (eize on him, and grapple as cloſe as I 
could, extending his Arms with mine at a 
g00d Diſtance from our Bodies: I am but 
little and ſhort, yet I havea ſtrong Spring 
with my Body when I am once rouz'd,as thou 
wilt imagine I, was now.. Beſides, I have: 


generally a certain Preſence-of Mind in Time | 
of 
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of Danger, which fails not to prompt me- 


with the readieſt and moſt ponper Courſe to 
eſcape» In a Word, I wreited the Ponyard 
out of the Rxffian's Hand, and ftxbb'd him 
dead with it, not thinking it ſafe to make a 
Noiſe, but chufing rather to die if my Strength 
fail d me, than by crying out for help, run 
the Riſque of worſe Conſequences: For I had 


long expetted ſome ſuch Attempt as this 
- upon my Life, from my Enemies at the Pore. 


And cancluding this Fellow to be one em- 
ploy'd by them for that Purpoſe, I thought 


1t no Prudence to have him ſeizd by the 


Watch, and puniſh'd by. the Law, leſt he 
ſhould in Revenge diſcover me and my Bu- 
ſineſs to theſe I»fidels.s Therefore I play'd 
the Execationer my ſelf, and ſent him out of 
Hand to another World, to prevent histelling 
Tales in this Thou wilt ſay there was no 
Injuſkice in this, fince *twas in my own De- 
my Sove- 

reign» Agshefell, he uttered theſe Words in 
a faint broken Tone, Adahmut, my Death 
will be reveng'd before long, and you cannot 
eſcape the Trap that is laid for you: Then. 
he expir?d- 
This made me prefently conclude, that-he- 
was employ'd by ſome-body - at the Port : 
For, How elſe ſhould he know my True 
Name? But, upon Second Thoughts, I can- 
not be certain, bus that he was ſet at Work 
by my Old $:c:15an after, fince he knew 
my Name alſo. However, I have greater 
Reaſon to ſuſpe$t the Former ; becauſe, it is 
not 
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not probable, that the 7-f:de! would take fo 
Chargeable and Troubleſome a Method to 
Murder me. Neither had he Provocation 
enough. Beſides, for ought I know, he may 
be dead. God only is acquainted with the Þ « 
Truth. However, ro prevent future AC þ 
ſaules of this Nature, and a great many o- | 
ther Inconveniences, I have remov'd my {clt 
to a New Lodging, in the moſt obſcure Cor- | | 
ner of the City, and- very remote from the 
Place where I liv'd before, being refolv'd }} tc 
alſo not to frequent the Coxr7, nor any Pub- A 
lick Places-as I have done formerly ; butto Þ 5s 
take other Meaſures for Intelligence. 'W; 
What I deſire of thee is, to repreſent my | at 
Caſe favourably to the Divan, That they Þ pi 
may: approve of my . Conduct. Do alſo Þ a 
whatever elſe thou judgeſt the Part of a ill ca 
Country-man anda Friend. '*WN 
- As for the Event, I:;patiently wait the | w 
Apprammgne of Deſtiny, For tis-in vain | W 
to be too Sollicitous, - | to 
 Adien, High-born Kerker, and forget not Þ|f o1 
AMahmaut in his Diſtreſs. For, that is the ÞÞ ar 


_ 


Time, wherein true Friendſhip is tried. Þ| w 
| Vi 

Paris, 17th. of the 5the M01, \ 
of the Tear 1664. th 
tis 
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LETTER VII. 


| To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
| Vienna. 


BE not diſhearten'd at the Troubles which 
thou encountereſt in this World of Lot- 
teries. But, remember the Agage of thy 
Rabbi's, That EFI L which is Old as Night, 
7 5s yet the Off-ſpring of every Morning. The 
s Ages are meaſur'd exattly, and our Hours 
are checker'd with Equal Mixtures of Hap- 
pineſs and Misfortune- We are not born to 
our own Deſires. And as not a Man of us 
can remember how he was form'd in the 
Womb, ſo have.we-no Reaſon to repine at 
what happens to. us ſince we came out of it, 
Whatever Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
took Care of us then, and afterwards inſpir'd- 
our Mother's and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, 
and a Thouſand Degrees of Patience beyond 
what is Recorded of Jeb, the ſame will pre- 
vide for us to Eternity. 

The Defire of Knowledee kill'd Adam, and 
the fame Luſt, propagated with his Szed, de- 
ſtroys all his Poſterity, We can never be fa- 
tish'd in our Confinement to this Feor/d, and 
therefore we flounce and flutter on all Sides, 
like Fiſh' or Birds in a Net, to find a Way 
out : Whilit we do but entangle our _ 

q 
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the faſter, render our Reſtraint more uneaſy, 
2nd delay the Poſſibility of our Releaſe. 
Whereas Patience would foon ſet us free, and 
rank us among the mortals. One thinks 
to eſcape by high-drinking ; another by Fe- 
vers of Love or Glory ; and a Third conceits, 
he ſhall by his Gold, be able ro bribe the 
Watch, who Guard the laſt Paſſes of this 
Life, and perſwade 'em to let him .Scamper 
ſafe to Paradiſe. Alas! Alas! All this is but 
the Sophiſtry of our Paſſhons. *Tis in vain to 
think of haſt'ning or retarding our Fate. 
Qur Time is ſet, though we know not the 


Period. . Reſignation is our beſt Leflan, and 


Prudence the next. 


*-- "Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermer, ra- 


ther than a Letter. But, I adviſe thee to read 


it with the Eyes of a Stock; That is, whe- 


ther it pleaſes thee or not, regard it no far- 
ther than it agrees with Reaſon. I would 
fain ask of the Man who expe&ts to have his 
Will accompliſh'd in this Zzfe, whether he 
can prevail upon the Sn to rife any Mor- 
ning within the Artick Circle, or the oor 
to deſcend, ſome Night, and ſweep the Snow 
off from the Top of Mount Athos, So Inex- 
orable is our Deſtiny, fo unalterable the De- 
crees of Fate. 

Be not troubled therefore at any Thing ; 
but remember that thou art a Parr of the V- 


muerſe, and that nothing can betide thee, 


| which is not for the Good of- the 7/bole. 


What I have ſaid is, to arm thee againſt all 


the Contingences which may aſſault thee un- 


2 Wares, _ 
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awares, ruſhing upon thee on a ſudden from 
behind the Veil, which covers all the Deſigns 
of Providence and Nature, Deſtiny and Chance. 

I my ſelf have lately experienc'd, that it is 

ood to be'thus prepar'd for future Events, |. 
ving narrowly efſcapd Death by a little 
Timely fore-caſt. 

It is not Neceſlary for thee at this Time, 
to know all the Circumſtances of my Danger. 
Suffice it to ſay, That Twas aſlaflinated in the 
Dark, killd him that defign'd to be my 
Murderer, and am now forc'd to remove my 
Habitation. 

Eliachim thy Brother in 1ſrae! will be at. 
Vienna within Fourteen Days. He will give 
thee a farther Account of all Things which 
it behoves thee to know : With freſh Inſtru- 
ions concerning my New Lodeings, and the 
Method we muſt obſerve for the Future in 
conveying Letterss We cannot be too cau- 
tious in the Grand Signtor's Bulinels. | 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine, they 
were only lent us to ſerve him, on whoſe Lits 
ſo many Millions of Lives depend. 


Paris, the 18th. of the 5the Afoon, 
of the Tear 1664 


LETTER 
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LET FER: IX. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
Venice. 


] 4m ovlig'd to ſend Circular Letters at this 

Time,: to all the Slaves of the Grand Sig- 
zicr, who have Buſineſs with me at Paris; ro 
inform them, that upon a very Important 


Emergency, I am forc'd to change my Loag- 


ings, I have already ſent _y Diſpatches to 
Conſtantinople and Vienna on this Account to 


prevent the Errors they might commit in- 


addreſſing their Letters. For the ſame Rev 
ſon, ] now write to thee. Thou needeſt not 


enquire after the Occaſion of this Conduct; 


nor wonder at any Thing that happens to us 
extraordinary in thoſe hazardous Poſts, We 
muſt expect to encounter with Rubs and 
Obſtacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. It 
theſe Difficulties have but their proper Ef, 
which is to whet our Inventions, encreaſe our 


Diligence, and confirm us in our Zeal, all] 


ſhall go well. E 

The Soul of Man never diſplays her Facul- 
ties and Perfeftions with greater Luſtre, 
than when ſhe is environ'd with Perils. 
Theſe are the Tryals of Fortitude, Prudence, 
Juſtice and all the Vertues He that fink 
under Misfortynes, and Croſfs.-Events, has el- 
ther no Soul, or 'tis aſleep. 
Courage 
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Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy 
Heart beat a continual Alarm. Be not dif{- 
may'd at any Thing, nor let Self-Love'be- 
reave thee of thy Honour : But go on in thy 
Duty, and truſt thy Sox to Ged, 

Thou liveſt in a City where Vertue and 
Vice are in Emulation, till ſtriving to ſur. 
paſs each other : There are not more wicked 
People in the World than FYenice affords, 
nor yet more Pious ard Good. Follow: thou 
the beſt Patterns, and be happy. But do 
norting by bare Imitation: For that's the 
rigat Way to become a Hypocrite. Let all 
thy Actions proceed from Vital Principles 
of Reaſon and Generoſity in thy felt: And 
when thou ſeeſt rare Examples, tet 'em ſerve 
only to awaken and rowze thy Innate 
Vertue. 

Send me no Letters, till thon haſt re- 
ceived Freſh Orders from the Port. They 
will furniſh thee with all Neceflary Inftru- 
Rions- Afﬀeer that, let me hear from thee 
as often as thou wilt» Thy Diſpatches 
will be always welcome- Let them con- 
tain Matter of Intelligence chiefly, and that 


1 of the freſheſt Date. Penetrate into the 


Counſels of the Repablickh where thou re- 
fideft. Infinuate thy ſelf with the Sena- 
tors.and Granaces. Dive into their Hearts, 
and unlock their Secrets. Communicate 
Nothing but the Truth to the Afnifters 
of the Port or to me. It thou canſt Diſc 


| cover their —— to a Peace, or their 


Abſor 


ble Service to the Grand Signior,- and to the 
whole Empire of the Faithful : For then we 
can bring em to our own Terms. 

Zeiai, to God I recommend thee, de. 


213 Letters Writ by Vol. VI. 
_ Abſolute Need of it, thou wilt do an Accepta. 


firing him to proigvy thee from ine, #o $ 
Ly 


en and Cards, which are the Three Ca- 
pital Temptations of Yerxce. : | 


Paris, the 11t. of the 6th« Hoon, 
of the Tear 1664 _ b 
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To Murat Baſh. , 


Cannot eafily Divine the Reaſons why T 
am ſo much neglected by the 1ni/ters 
of the Port. . Above Four Years have paſs'd 
away, wherein many Notable Events have 
1appened; yet no-body thought it worth his 
Labour to inform /dahmat of any Thing. 
So that all the Notices I could gain of Re- 
mote Tranſactions, are owing either to the 
JPublick News of Zxrope, or at beſt to ſome 
articular Letters.at Merchants ref1ding in this 
City, with whom I conſerve an Intimacy, 
or the ſake of Intelligence, and for other 
Cauſes. | 
Thus I ſhovid have been in Ignorance to 
this Day, what Iflue the Baſſa of Aleppo's 
Rebellion had, were it not for an Acciden- 
tal Interview I lately had of fore French 
Travellers, who'came from Con/tantinople. 
Theſe inform'd -me of the ſudden Fate of 
that Baſſa, when he was at the Height of all 
bis Grandeur, within.a few Days March of 
the Imperial City, at the Head of a Potent 
Army, and;quſt- upan the Point of Accom- 
ynodatgjon with” the. Grand S$ignior, They 
much extol his Brayery and Reſolution : 
For the. French are- Naturally Lovers of ſuch 
& dare boldly oppale their Sovereign: They 
| L 2 equally 
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equally condemn the (ly Perfidioufaeſs of 


Aortaza Baſa, to whoſe fate Condu&t the 
Generous Rebel truſted his Life, and by th 
Eaſineſs loſt it- Yet they applaud 4orta 
zas Loyalty, Courage and Wiſdom, wit 
the Eminent Services he afterwards did the 
Empire, 1n leading the Army againſt R4 
gotski, Prince of Tranſylvania, which at length 
lifted him to the Government of Babylon. 

All theſe Things had been hid from me 
were not the Nazarenes my Intelligencer 
Nor ſhould I have known how the Rebellior 
was carried on after his Death by his Re 
vengeful Nephew, by the Son of Chaſain 
Baſſa, by a Bey of FeP!s and other Male 
contents-. Yet ſuch Paſlages are fit for a Mar 
in my Poſt to be acquainted with, that' he 
may have a clear /dea of his Maſter's Cir. 
cumſtances, and ſo apply himſelf more 
fectually to ſerve him- 

It had not been amiſs, if I had receiv( 
timely Intelligence of the Death of Prince 
RagntrFs in Regard there was always a pt: 
vate Correſpondence between him and thi 
Corrt, Which ceaſing by his Death, it had 
been worth my Pains to obſerve, whether 
it would be continued by his Szcceſſor, o 
what other Meaſures they would take. 

'Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but 
not by. the A4i/ters of the Port. * L head 
alſo of all the following : Commotlons in 
Tranſylvania, occafion'd: by the different F 
Etions of Michael Apafi and Kewini- Fan, 
the Two Rival Princes. -'I'was not ſorry i 

on; | k 
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this News, knowing that the Diviſions of the 


Nl Nazarenes, ſtrengthen the Unity and Force 


of the Muſſulman Empire. 1 was likewiſe 
inform'd of the Fate of 1fortaza, Baſſa of 
Babylon, who fell a Victim to the Grand 
Vizier's Tealouſy ; with many other Paſſages. 
But neither from the Port, nor from any o- 
ther Hands could I learn the leaft Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Progreſs our 
Arms have made in Canaia, Dalmatia, and 
the other Dominions of the Repablick, Which 
makes me conclude, that either the Grand 
Signior's Reſidence at Adriansple, abated his 
Inclinations to Martial Afairs, which is alſo 
the Common Opinion of the Chriſtians here 
in the 77-/#; or, that the War in Huzgary 
for a while ſuperſeded all other Defigns. 

However it be, 'tis certain the Succeſſes of 
the Ottoman Arms in taking Newhayſel, 
Leventz,, - Novigrad, and other Places of 
Strength, with the terrible Incurſtons of the 
Tartars through Moravia and Anſtria, put 
the whole German Empire into a great Con- 
ſternation. Embaſſadvrs are ſent from the 
Imperial Court to all the Chriſtian Princes, 
imploring ther Afliſtance in this General 
Danger of Exrope. | 

"Here: 1s one arriv'd at this Cort, whom 
they call: Count S$:rozz7, a Perfon of good 
Addreſs, and Maſter of much Eloquence. 
He has prevail'd on the Frezch King to main- 
tain at his own Charges Six Thouſand Horſe 
and Foot, to ſerve againſt the Victorious 
Oſmans.. A Great many Perſons of Qzality, 

L 3 have 
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have liſted themſelves as Voluntiers ; and the 
meaner Sort talk of nothing but marching 
to Conſtantinople, and driving the Twrks back 
to Scythia, from whence-they firſt came. 

Courteous Baſſa, thou wilt laugh at the 
Vanity of theſe Infidels, who conſider not 
that by the Grace of God, and Aracles of 
his Prophet, our Emperoar is the King of all 
the Kings on the Earth, the Mightieſt of the 
Mighty ones; the Phenix of Honour, Power, 
and Unparallell'd Majeſty ; Brother and Com. 
panton of the Sun, Moon and Stars; a Prince 
of a Myſterious and Sublime Lineage, in 
whom are center'd all Glory and Exce!lency ; 
the Shadow of Gea on Earth ! 

The Breath of Fame goes before the Van- 
Couriers of his Armies, purifying all Places, 
and filling them with Yeneration and. Ter- 
ror. The Duſt that is rais'd by his Heroick 
Cavalry, paſling - through the Air, cauſes 
Trembling and Aſtoniſhment- in the: Hearts 
of the Chriſtians. The 1nfidels fall before the 
Fatal Cymetirs cf ZTrxe Behevers, 

May the Azze! of the Hoxſe of 1/raacel 
continue to proſper the Holy Off-/pring, to 
extend their Conqueſts, and propagate the 
Faith unblemiſh'd; that the Names of Alla 
and 1ahomet may be heard in all C:mates, 
and from the utmoſt Borders of the-Earth. 


Paris, the 5th. of the 6th. door, 
of the Tear 1664. 


as 
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LETTER XI. 


To Ifouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant 
at Altracan. 


] Have often wonder'd, why among the 
Reſt of the Nations in Chriſtendom, 
rhou would it not beftow the leaſt Tran- 
fient Vifit on Spain Burt upon more 
mature Conſideration, I find thou art a 
Man ot Judgment in Travelling. Thar 
Country lies under a very ill Character, 
for the Penury of all Things neceſlary to 
fulſtain the Lives of the Natives; and by 
Contequence, 'tis not to be thought, they 


..can ſpare much for Strangers A very In- 


hoſpitable Region, abounding - in Beggars, 
Thieves and Drones: Full of Wine and 


Gold, yer barren of Corn, and Rich 


People. 
Thou wile nor think this a Paradox, 
when thou ſhalt conſider, That the Spa- 
niards have all their Corn trom Fraxce, 
Germany, or Sicily : And that for this 
and other Reaſons, Spain 1s but like a Sjeve 
through which the Immenſe Treaſures of 
Peru and Mexico, are draind into other 

Countries. 
You may travel ſome Days together in 
Spain, withour ſeeing any Thing {ave the 
L 4 dry 
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: dry Face of a Deſart» And if you chance 
ro meet with a Houſe, wherein you may 
ſhelter your felf, and your Horſz, expect 
n9 beiter than a Ramezan-Entertainment. 
For you muit faſt all Day, and think 
your felf much reſpected, if you can get 
a few Onions,. or other Roors and Herbs, 


with a Morel of Bread and Cleſh at Night, | 
to keep you from being ſenfivle, That you ; 


are aGtually ſtarving. 


Then the Inhabitants are the Proudeſt F 
People on Earth. You ſhall meet with þ 
none but Eings, Princes, Viceroys, or at || 
leaſt Men that concei: themſelves ſuch. | 


They are allo Mercileis in their Revenge ; 
Cruel, Obdurate, Covetous, Moroſe and Iin- 
exorable. In a Word, Spain is the 7eſaites 


Paradiſe ; the Jews Purgatory ; and the Hell 


of HVOmens 

I therefore commend thy Fortune, -or 
thy Prudence rather which would not ſuf- 
fer thee to fall into the Hands of thoſe 
Barbarians, nor think it worth thy Pains 
to breathe an Air infetted with ſo many 
Vices. Thou haſt paſsd through many 
. more inviting Provinces, and art at laſt 
happily ſeated to thy Mind. Improve thy 
Opportunities in doing good. 

I ſent a Letter to our. Coufin Svly- 
an, adviling him to give thee a vi- 
fit If he comes, receive him kindly, 


and perform the Part of a Kinſman; 


put all Expences to my Account, and re- 
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member. that no Man is born- for him- 
ſelf. 


Paris, the 6th. of the 7th» Toon, 
of the Tear 1664- | 
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LETTER XII. 


To Afis Baſla. 


LL Emrope is alarm 'd with the Mighty 
Preparations which our Invincible $ove- 
reign is making to invade the German Em- 
pire, Great is their Conſternation and Fear, - 
and Comriers are every where running up and 
down from one X:ngdom and Coxrt to ano- 
ther, to remonſtrate the Common Danger, 
and beg Afhiſtance. Every Body appears 
Zealous in a Cauſe which concerns all Chr:- 
ſtendom, and the French King has lent the 
Emperoxr Eight Thouſand Men. 

The Dake of Beaufort is alfo gone with 2 - 
Squadron of Ships to encounter the Cor ſarrs 
- Argiers, and other Dominions of Bar- 

ary 

The Pope has ſent to the Emperonr's Als 
{iſtance Six Thouſand Foot, and Two Thou- + 
ſand Horſe. And the Reit of the Emperonr's 
Allies are raifing Levies for him as faſt as they 
can: It being current News, that the Grand 

| _ Ls  Srgmor 
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S$:gnior 1n Perſon, is at the Head of Two 
Hundred Thouſand Men, entring Hu»gary as 
a Conqueror :: That he has taken above Forty 
Towns,ruin'd all the Country where he paſs'd 
through, and that in a little time he will be 
at the Walls of Vienna, 
— - In the mean time, this Cort appears-In- 
'PFenfible of the General Danger which threar: 
ens Chriſtendom. They are altogether taken 
up in Ballets, Plays, and Feaſting, minding 
their own Intereſ-more than that of their 
Neighbours, and revelling as if the Kg of þ 
France were ſole Monarch of the World. | 
Here is arrived a Legate from Rome, to | 
compoſe the . Difterences between the Pope 
and this Crown. His Name is Car ainal Chih. 
Helis receiv'd with unparalletl'd Magnificence, 
as if he were an Avrel from Heaven: For 
the French King loves to ſhew his Grandeur 
on ſuch Occaſions. Beſides, all the Nations 
which are in the Communion of the Latin 
Charch, have an unreſerv'd Veneration for 
the Reman 1anfti, whom they eſteem the 
Frog of Peter the Prince of the ' Apo- 
es. 
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the Emperonr himſelf, who is their Lawfus 


Sovereign, | | 

Yet afcer all I cannot perceive that he loſes 
any Degree of that Reſpe&t which he owes, 
and which his Preacceſſors have always paid 
to the Grand Signior, who is the undeniable 
Arbiter of the whole World. | 

God grant our Sovereign long Life, perpe- 
tual Victories, and a good Stomach to his 
Meat, which the Kg of France wants, to 
the Accompliſhment of his Happineſs: For 
at preſent he feeds like a Sparrow. 


Paris, the x9ths of the 8th, Icon, 
of the Year 1664 


- 


LETTER XIII. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
Pire, 


oe os fa » on wi 


TE wilt perceive the vaſt Reſpett 1 
have for thee, by my frequent Di- | 
ſparches. Thy Commands are to me as the 
Laws and Santtions of the Ottoman Empire, Þ 
which I will never violate. I am no Flat- F 
terer; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the 
Granaeces; wherein I have not ſpar'd to re- 
prove their Vices;, Errors, and Male-Admi- 
niſtration. If a Baſſa has been unjuſt, ſedi- 
tious, or engag'd in Rebellious Practices : It 
he has provd an Extortioner, a Drunkard, 
or a Tyrant ; he has not eſcap'd without a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in cor- 
recting, adviſing, and giving Counſel to the 
Greateſt Miniſters in the Empire. And -this 
was 2 Province appointed me by the Flower 
of S$:c1ime Glory, the Phenix of Honour, Sole 
Faworrite. and Truſtee of the Grand Sig- 
mor, the Vizir Azem; in whoſe Cuſtody 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, IMaje- 
ſtick Decrees, and Royal Edits: Who being 
the Priman 7110bile of the Refulgent 1uſ- 
ſalman State, gave Life, Ativity, and Or-' 
der, to all the Zrferior Orbs, Springs, and 
lnſtruments of Government. | 
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I receiv'd this Command many Years a- 
go; and he that gave it me, is gone to the 
World of Spirits, Yet- the Injunction re- 
mains in Force, being ſtampd with the 
Myfterions Signet , the Charatter of Su- 
preme and Immutable Authority» In Obe- 
dience to which, I have never warp'd or 
flinch'd from the Duty enjoyn'd me» And: 
to demonſtrate, that I did not do this in a 
vain Oftentation of the Power which was 
given me; I have not fail d all along to pay 
to a Man of Merit, the Artach and Yenera- 
tion which was his due. 

"Tis with inexpreſlible Pleaſure, I throw 
my ſelf at the Feet of a Wiſe and Vertu- 
ous Man ; with extreme Complacency 1 kiſs 
the Duſt whereon he treads, and unfold all 
my Faculties» in- expreſſing my Eſteem. EI 
am full of Pl/atonick Love, and build Altars 
in my Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the Inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amorous Paſſions ; the In- 
cenſe of Gratitude, and a pure AﬀeCtion, 
an Holocauſt of Integrity and Loyal Friend- 


IP» 

I proteft, þy the Hopes I have of fitting on 
the Banks* of the Rivers in- Eden, and of 
being regal'd in the delectable © Chioſcs of 
Paradiſe, that I honour thy Learning and 
other Sage Perfections ; that unblemiſh'd 
Life, thoſe excellent Morals, and the unpa- 
rallelÞd Sweetneſs of Modeſty, which Crowns 
all chy Attions- But I will fay no more to 
a Man- who cannot hear his own Praiſes. 
The beſt Method of exprefing my Ragoer 
WI 


Pu 
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will be to anſwer thy ExpeCtations, in pre. 
ſenting thee with the true Pourtraicture of 
theſe YPeſtern Nations .and People , which 
thou ſo paſſionately coveteſt.. | 

I muſt defire thee to excuſe the Confuſion 
and want of Order in my Letters; fince I 
ſend theea Medley of Remarks, as they come 
to my Knowledge and Memory. 

It is not long ago ſince I wrote to 1/oruf 
Ebn Achmed, a Kinſman of mine, a Mer- 


chant at Aſtracar; 'and among other Things, | 
I took Notice of his neglefting to ſee Spain | 
in his Travels; for he has been in moſt. of | 


the Kingdoms of Errope, and over all A/a 
and Africk, In that Letter I deſcrib'd Spars 
in its worſt Colours. Now I will ſhew 
id tothee in another Figure, without ſwerving 
from the Truth : For every Country has its 
Perfections and Excellencies, as well as its 
Defects and Blemiſhes. ; 

If Spain have a barren” Soil for Corn, Na- 
ture has made Amends for that Faulr, in 
the Purity of the Air, and the Plenty . of 
Fruits: The Sands of her Rivers are the 
moſt perfect Gold. Her Villages, tho' few, 
are greater, and more Populous than ſome 


Cities, witneſs /faarid, Her Mountains are” 


of Tron, arble, and Jaſper. Her Vallies 
underlaid with Lead, Braſs, and Silver, 
Spain of old was the. Thar/is of Solomon, 
the Ophir of the ; Phenicians, and the Pers 
of Rowe. HET. 

In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain 
. were Famous for their Fortitude, and wy 
' _cblg 
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cible Conſtancy. , 'Tis- recorded, that the In- 
habitants of Saganto in the Province of Va- 
lentia, when they were befieg'd by Hannibal, 
and ſore prefs'd by the Carthaginars, choſe 
to burn themſelves, with their Wives, Chil- 
dren, and all their Wealth, rather than yield. 
to their Enemies. 
Their Fiaelity alſo was fo remarkable, tha 
ſome of the Rowan Emperours had always 
a Guard of Spaniards near their Perſons ; as 
the French Kivg, the Pope, and other Princes 
do now confide in the Truſty Swiſſes. 
But tho' there remain- {till ſome ſcatter'd 
Remnants of the Ancient Vertue among 
them, eſpecially in Biſcay and Cafile, yet the 
greateſt Part of the Spaniards are degene- 
rated. They make no Figure now in the 
World, but only for their Gold, and the 
Vaſtneſs of their Dominions. For they pot- 
{-ſs thz beſt Half of America, are Lords' of 
Two Mighty Empires, and not withour large 
Territories in the other Three Quarters of the 
World. Yer rhe too great Extent of their 
Power has weaken'd its Vigor ; the Aﬀluence 
of their Wealth, has really impoveriſh'd 
them ; and by ſtraining thew Honour too 
high, they bave crack'd it, being now of lit- 
tle or no Eſteem in Exrope. Their Glory 
fades, at the riſing Grandeur of . Fraxce, 
which makes radiant and fwift Advances 
towards its Zexirh. This Young,Monarch is 
already become the Arbiter of all Chris 
frendome | 


Accom- 


o 
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 Accompliſh'd X4nifter, There is nothing. 
in Nature Rtedfaſt « The World is but an: E- 
ternal Circulation .of Events, Viciſlitudes, 
and Changes without Beginning - or End. | 
Only. God remains Immutable, in his own 
Eſſence, which is the Center of every Thing. | 
May thou and I meet there, and then we 
ſhall be eternally happy. Adieu. 


Paris, the 12th. of the gth. Aon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Muſa Abu'l Yahyan, Profeſſor 


of Philoſophy at Fez. 


| BY the Faith and Obedience I owe to 6- 


hammed our Holy Lawezver ; by the Al- 


| coran, and all that is efteem'd. Sacred among 
* the Iſaſſulmans, I ſwear, thy long Silence 
| made me conclude my Firſt Letter was un- 
> welcome to thee. But now I'm convinc'd to 
| the contraty. Thy generous Anſwer has re- 


mov'd my Apprehenfions, and fill d me with 
Complacency.. Henceforth I ſhall reſt aſ- 
ſurd-and confident of thy Friendihip, pro- 
miſfing my {elf vaſt Improvements from ſo 
learned a Converſation, tho' only by Letters, 
at many hundred Leagues Diſtance. | 
As to what thou requireſt of me, concer- 
ning the various Languages of Ezrope, I will 


inform thee the beſt I can, according to the 


Obſervations I have made, and the Intelli- 
gence I have received from Mep of Letters, 
and from Books, which are the Pictures: of 
learned Souls, Mirrors wherein they - may 
behold their own Perfeftions, whilſt they 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to 
the nviſibles, other Men may ſee the Inte- 
riour Beauties of t5eir Mind repreſented to- 
the Life. For Words are the perfect Scalp- 
tare of the IntelefF, or at lealt its _— 

Int: 
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Tinto. They are the expreſs Portraiture of 
Divine and Humane Reaſon. Thus the Alce- 
ran is call'd by ſome of our Holy Doors, 
The True Image of Original and Increated 
Wiſdom. 

Now of all the Words and Languages on 
Earth, thou know'ſt the Preheminence has 
been for ever given to thoſe of the .Zaſ?, and 
atnong them to the Arabian, both in Re- 
ard of its Purity, and of its Antiquity, 
rom whence it 15 Styl'd the Yirgin- Mother 


of Languages, the Diale# of the Bleſf:d | 


above. 

Thou know?ſt, that for this Reaſon it is, 
the Tre Faithful covet no Species of Learn- 
ing more ardently than to be perfectly skill'd 
i ſo Divine a Speech, wherein the Yolume of 
Celeſtial Majeſty was penn'd in Heaven be- 
fore the Throne of God, and fent down on 
Earth by the Hand of Gabrie!, Prixce of the 
Aeſſengers who fly on the Errands of the 
Omnipetent, It was ſent I ſay, to the Propher 
who could neither write nor read, that. the 
World might be convinc'd of its Divine Ort- 
ginal. Yet the Incredulous will not believe : 
Tho' it is manifeſt to any Man of Impartial 
Sence, That a Perſon altogether ignorant 
of- Letters could not poſſibly compoſe a 


Book, the moſt Elegant that ever was . 


enn'd in the World, and wherein not the 
eaſt Blemiſh or Contradi&tion can be found 
from the Chapter of the Preface, to the /aft 
Verficle, which winds up the whole Volume. 
Oh ! obdurate Hearts of Jvfidels; Oh ! wil 


fully 


f 
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fully Blind, that ſhut their Eyes againſt the 
Splendors of Eternal Light : Oh! reſolvedly 
Deaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt the Voice 
of God and his Prophet, neither will they 
liſten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are wafted 
from Paradiſe. 

Such are the Nazarenes, who for the Sake 
of the Greek and Roman Tongues, of which 
they are paſſionately enamour'd, educate 
their Children in a fair Way to believe all 
the Monſtrous Fictions of the Ancient Poets, 
or at leaſt all the Lying Tales and Legends 
of their own Priefts, which are Ten Times 
more Fabulous than the Former, and more 
Inconfiſtent with Reaſon. And rhis they 
do rather than be at the Pains of learning 
Arabicz, which would inſtruct them in 


'Truths as Clear and Serene as the Orient 


Sun, 

I ſhall ay little of theſe Two ancient 
Languages of Greece and Rome, in Regard 
they being now grown Obſolete, and only - 
to be learn'd. in Schools, thou, no doubr, 
art vers'd in them ad Vnguem, as the Latins 
phraſe it. 

That which ſeems propereſt for me to in- 
form thee of, is, That the Roman or Lati:: 
Tongue appears like an old Antiquated Mo- ' 
ther t all, one of Doors by her Four un- 
grateful Daughters, alian, French, Spaniſh, 
and -Portugneze. Theſe are her Natural Off- 
ſpring, begot during the Rowax Conquelts 
in the To and degenerating after that Em- 
pire was in 1ts Decline. So that now they 

are 
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are taken for no better than fongrel/s or Ba- 
{tards. In Spaniſh there is a -great Mixture 
of Gothiſh and Horeſco Words; the French 
retain many of their old: Gaz; Idioms. 
The Ttalian is corrupted with a Hotch-potch 
of Words, left by the Vandals, Huns and 
Longobaras, yet that Fault is recompenc'd by 
Abundance of Greek Etymologies: As for | 

the Portugneze, 'tis but 2 Dialett of Spaniſh, | 
and lies under the ſame ImperteCtions- 

The only pure, Maternal Languages now 
current among the common People in any 
Part of Exyove, are the Tertonick, Sclavonick, Þ 
and Br:iti(h : TheFirlt 1s ſpoken in Germany | 
to Perfection, but corruptly in Seaelanad, 
Denmark and the United Proviacess The | 
Second is comtmon to the Hungarians, Mol- 
davians, Poles, Raſcians, and many other 
Nations: The laſt is confin'd to the Ye//p, 
a People inhabiting-a Corner of Great Britain, 
driven thither by the Victorious Saxons their 
Conquerours, above a Thouſand Years apo. 
As for the Reſt, they are only mix'd Dialects, 
and fo not worth taking Notice of; except-. 
ing one Mountainous Part of Spain, where 
the Inhabitants are ſaid to ſpeak Pure Arabick 
at this Day. They are fuppos'd to bea Rem- 
TEST. > 
© TheCriticks here in the /?72/*, uſe to give 


theſe following Rules in Reference to Lan- 
guages. If you would addreſs to Goa, ſpeak 
in Greek or Latin, becauſe of their Antiqui- 
ty, Purity, and Majeſtick 'Loftineſs. ' If to 
Kings, ſpeak in Spanſh, in” Regard yy” its | 

ow 
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ſlow Pronunciation, and Gravity : If to 14, 
uſe [talian;. to Women, French; to Dogs, 
ns. | Y«/: Butifyou would affcight an Enemy, 
ch | or the Devi/ himſelf, ſpeak High- Dutch. 
nd They relate a Story of a German Embal- 
py | fador at the French Court, who deliver'd his 
or | Meſlage in Textonick; which when a certain 
h, | Granace heard, and took Notice of its harſh 
and ſtrong Emphaſss, he ſwore 'twas his Opi- 
w þ © nion, That this was the Language wherein 
y Ged cursd Adam, Eve, and the Serpent. 
>, | The Germar turning to him, an{wer'd brisk- 
y | ly, 'Tis poſſible, Monſieur, it may be ſo; but 
{ | then I hope you ll grant, that French was the 
| Occaſion of this Curſe, when the Devil choſe 
| to tempt Eve in that Language. for its Effe- 
r | minacy, wheedling her i la mode de Paris, 70 
. eat the forbidden . Fruit. Ko, 
: Renowned 4+/z,do me the Hononr of fre- 
quent Letters: Inſtrift mein Things where- 
of I'm ignorant: Make me familiar with 
the Remarkables of the Country where thou 
re{ideſt;; Tranſport Fez, with the other Parts 
of Afritk which are known to: thee ; tran- 
ſport themI fay-ſuccefſively.to Parzs every 
Aoon,: on a Piece of Paper, and I will ſend 
thee all Chriſtendom by way of Exchange : 
For thus-it becomes the Lovers of Wiſdom, 
to barter for-Knowledge..  _ 


Paris;'the +#0oth. of the 11th. Ifoon,” 
of the."Tear n66461 | 
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LETTER XY. 


To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 
fo the Sultan at Adrianople. 


Hoſe of thy Profeſſion here in the eſt, 


are wholly raken up in contemplating 


a certain Comet which appears in the Firma- 
ment, "Tis of that Sort which they call 
{ Bearded.) And ſome will have it to re- 
temble a £50, others ſay 'tis like a Dragon, 


a Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. || 


There is hardly a Species of Four-footed 
Beaſts, to which the -Giddy Rabble do not 
reſemble ir. And ſome aflert it tobe the per- 
fe Figure of a Sword, | 

The Mathematiciarfs are training all their 
Skill, to take the true Dimenſions of this Ce- 
leſtial Apparition. The Painters are drawing 
it to the Life ; the Poets are making Songs 
and Ballads of it And the more Learned 
Sages are framing Aſtronomical Schemes, like 


{o many Gins-or Traps to catch this. //eteor 


in- | They watch all its Motions, and dog it 
from one Heavenly Houſe to another ; they 
Intricate Paths of 


If it ſtands till, or makes a. Tranſient Ad- 
dreſs to any Planet, Eminent Star, or Cou- 
ftellation, we are ex pang alarm'd with the 
News of it, and bid to be upon our Guard, 

* as 
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as if there were ſome Miſchief a-plotting a- 
eainſt us Above. The World is harangu'd 
with Fatal Prediftions” of Wars, Famine, 
Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the ſure 
Conſequences of this ſuppos'd Proatgy. 
Tell me, thou who' art Converſant in the 
Science of the Stars, and the Myſterious 
Philoſophy of Nature, what theſe Comets are ? 
Whether they be only Exhalations drawn up 
into the Higher Region of the Air, by. the 
Force of the Sam; Or, whether they be 


| more ſolid and durable Subſtances 2 Whe- 
I ther they be of a Poſthumous Origin like 
{the Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, and other 
| Meteors, the daily Produtts of Nature, the 
Þ Upſtart Offfpring of the Elements? Or, 
| whether they are in the Rank of thoſe Bezrngs, 
| whoſe Antiquity is untraceable, which are as 


Old as the World ; ſuch as tlie Sz”, Afoon, 
Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread > 
For my part, I believe 'tis no Hereſy in 
Science,whatever *'tis in Religion, to ſtart New 
Maxims. For ought we know, both in the 
one and the other, what we call Innovarion, 
is but a Reviving thoſe Principles, which 
through Deſuetude, or the Corruption of 
Times are grown Obſolete, out of Date and 
forgotten, tho' really the moſt Primitive and 


TAncient Truths in the World. 


Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are 
ſome other Globes ſcatter d up and down the 
Infinite Expanfe, beſide thoſe whoſe Conti- 
nual Brightneſs expoſes them to our Eyes- 

The een, 'tis known, with Yenns me 0+ 

ther 
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ther Planets, receive their Light Gradually 
from the Sur, by Hemiſpheres: So that 'ti 
certain, each of theſe Orbicular Bodies is al. 
ways Dark by Half. And where is the Sole. 
ciſm, if we ſuppoſe there are other Opake 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no 
Light atall, and by their Nature and Quali. 
ties, are Incapable of receiving any but from 


within themſelves > So we may ſuppoſe theſe 


Comets to be ſuch ſolid Globes, made Reſplen. 
dent by an Eruption of their Central Fires. 

God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſes 
And thou art better able to decide theſe Que. 
ſtions than I, Therefore referring it to thy 
Sage ſudgment, I pray him who made the 
Stars, and orders their Dominion on Earth, 
to bleſs thee with Favourable 1-flwence:. 
That thy Soul! may be always like a Land 
flouriſhing under the Sweet 4/petts of Ori 
and the Pl:i ages. 


Paris, the 224. of the 12th. Adoon, 
of 'the Tear 1664- 


LETTER 


LY 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 


pire, 


HE French have had. ſo* many Occa- 

| Hons' of Joy (of late, *rhat it ts hart 
- determine, which afte&s them moſt near- 
” The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this 
"Monarch, for the Injuries formerly done to 
-his Embaſſador at Rowe; began the Tri- 
-umph of the French Court. 1 have already 
ſent Intelligence :of that Quarrel, and how 
high the Reſentments of the King flew,” on 
the ſame Day that he receiv'd the Firſt News 
of ſo Barbarous an Afﬀront. Now I ſhall 
acquaint thee, Thar there enſird a Treaty 
between them at P:/a, a City of 7talyin the 
Dukedom of Tufeany, *after the "French 
Troops had territed them into a State- Peni- 
tence, by the menacing Approaches they made 
toward the Eccleſuaaſiical Territories, rough 
the Principalities of Modena and Parma. 


{ Theſe Two are Friends to Fraxce, and their 


{Intereſt makes them ſo, m Regard that 
Crown pratects 'em from the Pope's Oppret- 
fon, who is always eſteem'd an ill Neigh- 
bour, by the a/zany Princes, whoſe Domi- 
nions lie next to his. wy this Roman _ 

ate 
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late is very Potent and Rich ; he would in; 
ſhort time be Lord of all Exrope in Tempe. 
rals as well as Spirituals, were he not curb 
by the King of France and his Alles. 

This makes all the /ttle Sovereigns round 
about Rowe, ſtand in awe of the /fonarch, 
who was born to command Crowned Heaa, 
Wonder not at the Expreflion: For I tell 
thee,ſome of the you Princes in Exrope art 
his Penfionerss This very Quarrel with the 
Pope, has gain'd the French King Thre: 
Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
merly. 

The Concluſion of the Treaty was,- That 
the Pope ſhould ſend a Legate ae Latere into 
France, to pacify the King's Wrath ; and 


that the Afilitia or Roman Guards whom 


they call $hirri and Corſes, ſhould be for & 
ver aboliſh'd, and a Pyramid to be erefted 
over againſt their Guard-Houſe, with an In 
ſcription in Latin and French, declaring ther 
Crime and Puniſhment. 

This put the Court of France into a very 
Jolly Humour. They fell preſently to Feaſt- 
ens Revelling ; and the King's next Pro- 
ject was the Conqueſt of Barbary. - To thi 
End he ſent the Duke of Beaxfort with : 
Fleet of Great Ships, to clear the Seas of 
African Caſe, that ſo an Army righs be 
ſately tranſported from Toon, and landed 


on the oppoſite Shore. . His Defagn in ths 
thoſe Hap 


was reduce the Inhabitants. of thai 
py Countries to the gld [dalatry.of their Fore 
fathers, to plant there the Nazarene' Super; 


ſtition, 
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flition, and take himſelt the' Sole Lord and 


Proprietor of Africk. | ; ; 
I cannot divine what Succeſs he' will have 
in this great*Enterprize;- but it-appears as if 


God were angry with the 22ſſulmarn: : Such 


continual Loſſes they ſuſtain by Land and 
It 'is with no ſmall:Grief I ſaw - not long 
ago, the French who ſerv'd in Hangar this 


Campagne, return to Paris laden with the 


Spoils of Tre Believers. 'T cannot behold 
the very Cymetars and Enfigns which theſe 
Infidels took from the vanquiſh dO/mars,hang 
vp _ in their dar; as Trophies of their 
Fiftory, without! inexpreſſible 'Paffion and 
Regret. 'Tis faid here; the Grand Sgmor has 
loftin Hangary above Thirty Thouſand Men 
this Campagne; whereof Ten Thouſand were 
kill'd'in one Battle, and a Hundred and Fifty 
Colours taken, with Sixteen Cannons- 
Beſides, theſe Grafers grate my Ears with 
another Bravaao, boaſting that one French 
Ship of War fought Seven Hours with Three 
and Thirty of the Grand Signior's Gallies, 
funk Five, 'ſcatter'd .the reſt; and: came' off 
with a complete Victory. © ge 
'Tis a vaſt Advantage the French have in 
the Situation of their Country, in that it is 
wafld on the $o#th by the I{editerranearx,on 


the Norebtby the Main Sea: So that 'tis eaſy 


for ithem ro eurb! the' greateſt. Part' of Zx- 
rope” ox one Side, and ſufficiently moleſt the 
E8vantines on tlie other. As for the WeſteF»' 
Parts, this' Kingdom - is - their very Center: 

M 2 where 
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where-all the: Lines| of War, Peace, Com: 
merce and Traffick meet and terminate» :: Ste 
is to Chrsſtendom, what Egypt and $cily were 
in former Ages to the Empire of 0/4 Rome, 
\ an inexhauſtible Granary. - Whatſoever de. 
frable Things Nature has frugally :drop'd 
here and there in other Regions, are found 
in this Kingdom 'as in their Or:gma!:;.Semr:- 


»ary. . Corn is pkntiful as Graſs, 77ixe (1s, als | 
molt;a5-.cheap-hete,.'ps Water with: yon: iw | 
fome Parts of Trby-- The Fens: and: Likes | 
are cover'd with 7i/4 Fowl. - The'Meadows: 
with Sheep, Deers, Goats and Oxen, There's F 


nothing ſcarce ' but Hezs, Eges, and True 
Believers. 1 had almoſt forgot. their Re- 
markable Plenty of. Salt, the bare Cuſtom 
of which, augments; the:-King's Coffers withi 
Four Milliqns of Zequins every: Year. | . > -i/'4 

France alſo abounds in Hemp,: a molt ne: 
ceſlary _ Vegetable, whereof ſhe not only 
makes all her own Cordage and Sails, but 
alſo-furniſhes her Neighbours; ;which brings 
Ina conſiderable Revenues + There is an Infi- 
nite Plenty. of Fraits, and Trees for Timber, 


of Iron, Marble, Free-ſtone, and all: Things | 


neceſſary tor B»u:lding. Ships: or Houſes, for 
| Defence or Offence by Land or.Sea- Neither 
are there wanting ines of Gold, Silver, Tin, 
Lead, Copper and other Metals whereof Men 
make the. Inftruments.of War; and'the."En- 
tertainments of._-Peace..:\+ In; a word; {this 
Country is ſo. enrich'd'with every thing} that: 
ſome Hiſtorians-and Philoſophers have.call'd 
it the [Parent of Plenty, others the: Foun: 
tain 
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tiin of Earthly Bliſs, the moſt Incompara- 
ble Region of this Globe, 'the Epitome of 
the World, or rather a little World ir ſelf. 
Serene Scribe,. thou wilr. not. wonder at the 
Univerſal Succeſſes of the French Arins, when 
thou. conſidereſt theſe things, and” that here 
the Provinces are Peopl'd like Kingdoms, the 
Cities appear like whole Provinces, for Mul- 
titude of Inhabitants. To fay allin a Word, 
The common Character cf France, is the 
fame which Philoſophers give ro Natures 
That there canbe-no Vacarm found init. 


Paris, the 25th» of 'the 12th. Joon, 


of the Tear 1662: 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, Pre« 


 ſidentof zhe. College of Sciences 


at Fez. 


PErmit me to ruſh into thy Preſence, Ve- 
nerable Patron of Philoſophy, without 


the uſual Formalities of Addreſs, or Paun- 


CHlid's of Introduttion. Let me be admitted 


likea Man with Coals of Fire on his Head, 
as the Cuſtom 1s at the 55, fr Port, in ur- 
gent Cafes: ForT am newly inflam'd afreſh 
wil Pyrhagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Jnaia- 
nfm. | | 


Floods, Fires, and other. Devaſtations by. 
War, Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and 


ſuch like Contingencies, have either quite a- 
boliſh*d the Trae and” Primitive Science of 


the Firſt Ages, in moſt Parts of the Earth; 


or at leaſt- very much diminiſh'd and ob-. 


ſcurd their Or:ginal Splendor. 


The beſt Manuſcripts are loſt, unleſs the - 


 Tndians have prefſervd. 'em- Our Fathers. 
grew Torpid, Stupified, and Deſperate, under 
_ the Publick Calamities which overwhelm'd 
whole Cities, Provinces, Kingdoms, and 
Empires : There was no Encouragement for 
a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put bimſelf 
to a needleſs Toil in labouring to preſerve 
the Records which came from Heaven : Hl- 
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ſtories of the World Inviſible, Celeftial, Per- 
fe, and Eternal; Traditions of undifcover- 


| able Antiquity ; Pandetts repleniſh'd with 


Bright Or:ental Wiſdom, and ſeal'd with the 
Tetragrammaton, which thou know'ſt is the 
Signet of the Fir/t and the Laſt ; even of the 
Divinity which comprehends all Things, and 
is it elf comprehended of none- 

Had they gone about ſuch a Task, they 
knew thar fome ill Fate or other would ſwal- 
low their Writings, and bury them in Eter- 
nal Oblivion. Hence it is, that at this Day 
we can hardly boaſt of the Footſteps of an- 
cient Knowledge, a few Eragments and Re- 


| liques of Primitive Learning, ſcatterd up 


and down in divers Axthors, and much 4- 
aulrerated with the vain Opinions and Errors 
of After-Times. For every Writer was ei- 
ther inclin'd, or forc'd, ro flatter the Age 
wherein he liv'd, and not oppoſe their Te- 
nets. - So that now there' is ſcarce any True 
Philoſophy extant on this {ide the Ganges. 


| How thoſe Brachmans only had the Hap- 


ineſs to conſerve ſo Sacred a Treaſure, can 
e no other way made out, than by their own 
conſtant Tradition, that the Deluge of Noa/ 
never reach'd thoſe urmoſt Borders of the - 
Land toward the Ea/f., And perhaps, the 
ſame Reaſon may be given for the untrace- 
able Chronologies of the Chineſe, their Neigh- 
bours. For rho' they differ in the Senti- 
ments and Rites of their Religion, in their 
Laws; Cuſtoms, and manner of Government, - 
yet they both-.agree in _ the World 

E to- 
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to_be indeterminately Old, putting a certain 
Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer- 
tain, far beyend it; which is but a modeſt 
Retrenchrnent of their own . Thoughts, as if 
they wereunwilling, it ſhould: be falfly cen- 
ſurd, that they aim'd at an FHperbo/e. 


' They fay, That the: Fir/t Matter is Ml | 


sternal with God, as Light is Co-eval with 
the $4», producd allo, and depending after 


the ſame Manner- For as the Tight diftus'd 


through the Air, is not properly the S$--, but. 
an Inſeparable Effect of it; fo the Vniverſe 
is not Ged, but his Production. ever ſubfi- 
{tins on him, and never to be divided from 
his Eternal Eſſence. And for ought I ſee, 
the moſt Ggnificant Language in the World 
has no other way to expreſs things of this: 
abitruſe Nature. They are too ſublime for 


humane Thought ; much more do they tran-. 


icend the Power of Speech. All the Dia- 
teits ors Earth ate too barren of Words, and: 
A ords too defetive in Senc?, to deferibs 
the Ineftable Secrets of Eternity, | 
As for the various Ranks of Beings, th 

Infnite Diverſity of Forms, reſulting from 
the Fir/f Aatter, they think it reaſonable 
to believe, That they were ſucceflively pro- 
duc'd in time ; every one in its Order, and 
according to its Perfection, 

_ T tell thee, it appears. much more Ratio- 
nal for- me to believe this, than that the 
Forfs Matter it ſelf was produc'd out of no- 
thing aboyt Five or Six Thonſand Years a- 
g9, as the Jews and Chriſtians ſeem to teach. 
| Rather 
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Rather than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort 
an 44ea of the World's Age, I would em- 
brace the Sentiments of Democritns and Epz- 
curus, ſuppoſe an [yfinity. of Spaces and 
Worlds, an Eternity of Generations and Core 


| raptions, a Continual Change not only of 1nd;- 
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viduals, but of the very Species of things, 


through the Fatal Concourſe and Blending 
of Atomes: -- Yet not denying the- Vity of 
the Divine Efſence,nor undervalumg his Pro- 
vidence all the while. - For theſe -things are; 
in my Opinion, very compatible one with a- 
nother. 

I do not pretend: to be fingular, or ſet up 
for aDogwatiſt. Neither am Iambitious of be- 
ing eſteefn'd a Wit;- by venting Notions a- 
bove*'the*reach of vulgar Capacities Tis 
only the pure Love of Trath, whit encou- 
rages me to' take this Liberty-with- thee; who 
in Matters of Philoſophy art the only Mafter 
of the Age. . : 

To thee rherefore I ſubmit all my Senri- 
ments, as to an Oracle ; defiring thy Impar- 
tial Anſwer, and couching the Faculties: of 
my- Soul,” in the moſt humble- Attach to thy 
Venerable Wiſdotn; - I become * mute as. a 
Mommie. * | HD, oo 


Paris, the 3oth- of the 12th. Afoon; 
* of the Tear, 1664+ | 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 
| of Sidon. 


AVAVE is this World, that .on all fides 
Invades our -Sences? This Earth 
under our Feet; thoſe Clouds whirling over 
our Heads ; theſe Winds ſhaking the Trees; 
that Azure Sky, with all its glittering Orna. 
ments> What's all this but an Eternal 
Dream ; a mere Shadow of Ged Almighty) 


Thoughts? "Tis pleafant living in_it; ty 


alſo painful. In his Sence this Univerſe is per- 
feftly. 5. in ours 'tis mix'd with evil, 
He made. it for his own Diverſion, . and our 
Scrutiny. *'Tis to us a Field of Riddles, and 
Contradiftions. In Summer we curle the 
Heat, and in inter blaſpheme the Cold, 
Yet we bleſs both the one and the other, 
when-we feel 'em in due Meaſure and Sea- 
ſon. One Hour, this Colour pleaſes the Eye, 
another that ; and perhaps in the next, tis 
diſguſted at them both. We never find Reſt 
or Content in any thing. The ſofteſt Mu- 
ſick at ſome-rtimes grates our Ears, like the 
croaking of Toads: The moſt agreeable O- 
dours, are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loath- 
ſome and abominable. The moſt delectable 
Wines and Savoury Meats, at ſuch Seaſons, 
are unpalatable as the Beverage and om: F 
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Hell. Neither can the more inſinuating 
Charms of Women, put us in a better Hu- 
mour. All the whole Syſtem of Nature join- 
ed together, is not ſufficient to afford us 
Eaſe. Nothing but a Ray from the Qmni- 
potent can alleviate our Melancholy, or 
give us a taſte of our ſelves. For we are 
the very Deity in ſcatter'd Fragments ; or 
we areſeparated Drops of the D:vize Eſſence: 
Palatile Spirits of Eternity; by Fate or 
Chance, xd in proper Vehicles of Time, 
and fatter. O Santone 7 This whole Cor- 
poreal Univerſe, is but a Web ſpun from the 
Bowels of an Z*f:nite God, and wrought with. 
mimitable Artifice, to catch [mmaterial - 
Forms, Idea's and Soxls in, which are the Ge- - 
nuine OfE-fpring of the Eternal Mind. We 
Mortals of Humane Race, are but ſo many. - 
Parcels of the Divinity in Diſguiſe, trapan'd:. 
into Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Iag- 
ets and Charms lurking in Embryo's, with: 
which we have ſome Sympathy. . We 
are all Gods in Maſquerade» So are the 
Beaſts of the Fieid, the Birds of the Air, 
and the Fiſh of the Sea. 
' Let us not therefore condemn the Antique 
Ceremonies of Gentile Religion, which 
taught Men to adore the Sz», I1fo0n and 
Stars ; the Element; and all that 1s: within. 
their Circumference, eſpecially the Soxls of 
departed Heroes, Demi-Gods, Nymphs, and 
the reſt of thoſe Beings which are the El/def# 
Progeny of Eternal Nature. For in ſo doing, 
they did but build Altars to the Original 
| - Fountain 
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Fountain of the Univerſe. Since God is in 
the Winds, in the Rain, in the Thunder, 
Lightning, Hail and other Meteors; in the 
Heavens, and Air, Sun, Moon and Stars; in 


the Fire, Earth and Water; in Plants and A- 


nimals ; finally, ſince he is in the Elements 
and every thing compounded of them ; hy 
is not only in them, but is theſe very Thing 
by an Ineffable Produttion of himſelt. And 
when the Final Conſurmmation ſhall come, it 
will be but a withdrawing all the extended 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where 
thou and I, and every divided Atorpe in Na 
ture ſhall meet, be united and ſwallowed 
up in Eternal Beatitude. Amen! Amen! 
Oh rhou Loxd and Father of all things, In- 
WL he Abyſs of Miracles which know 
wo End. 


Paris, the 6th. of the 1ſt. Ifaon, 
\ | of the Tear 1665: 
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LEEZ TER XEX. 
To. the ſame. 


Uppoſing it were otherwiſe than I have 

ſaid: Grant the Doctrine of Epicarys 
true. Believe that we and all things were 
produc?d by the Fortnitous Conconrſe of A4- 
tomes, Yet {till we have the ſame, or great- 
er Reaſon to value our ſelves as- diminu- 
tive Goas, ſince in this Sence we muſt of 
neceſſity be Eternal, every Atome being fo, 
of which we are compounded. / In the Opi- 
njon of theſe Philoſophers, where's no ſuch 
thing as an Orig or Begining of the Vni- 
werſe: Each Particle of Matter with them; 
is as old as the Divinity, We have all 
rang'd Eternally from one Form and Yorld 
ro another.; danc'd to the meaſares of Fate, 
been Parts of the Orbs above, and of the Ca- 
verns below; ftray'd through the Heavens 
and all the Elements; taken an Univerſal 
Carier, through finite and Endleſs Spaces ; 
and are now (as fix'd as we ſeem in theſe fo- 


Iid Hulks of Fleſh) in the ſame Hurly-Burly: . 


as ever. 

. Theſe Bodies which we carry about us, are 
not compounded of the ſame Atomes as they. 
were Seven Years ago. * There is.a perpetual 


Flux and Reflux of Particles. We die as fat 


. as. we live, Every Moment ſubſtratts from 
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our Duration on Earth, as much as it adds 

to it, We move, breathe, and do all things 

by Paradox. Our very Eſſence is a Riddle. 
With an open Heart therefore, I applaud 


thy Religious Negligence of Humane Afairs, . 


in that thou art Divinely careleſs of thy ſelf, 
and every thing elſe, ſave only to conſerve 
thy Innocence. | 

What ſignifies it, whether we believe the 
Witten Law or the Alcoran ; whether we are 
Diſciples of Afoſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet ; 


Followers of Ariſtotle, Plato, Pythagoras, Epi- 


carus, or Iich Rena Hu the Indian Bramin ? 
Of what Import is it, whether we pray or 
not 2 Whether we kneel before Images, or 
in a naked Moſque? *Twill be all onein 
the winding up- We- are but the Ma- 
. chines of Chance. As we live, fo ſhall we die; 
and God knows what will become of us 
afterwards ; neither is it worth our while 


to be ſollicitous, fince we can be certain of. 
nothing» Perhaps, every Atomwe of which 


' we are made, may be ſcatrer'd from the reſt ; 
we. may be tranſported Piece-meal into Ten 
Hundred Thouſand Millions of Worlds; and: 
{even-fold as many Years may expire, before 
Two the minurteſt Particles of our Frame, 
meet together again= We need not be trou- 
bled at all this; nothing can hinder us from 
| being Immortal and Eternal, tho' it be but in 
Fragrnents. | 


-Ge-ontheh, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Ram- | 


bler, Holy Fagitivo;go on;toaflertin thecourſs 
of thy Lite, 'this great Truth, That -4# _ 
| pena 
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end on Everlaſting Chance or Deſtiny. Thy 
Arons ſhall reprove the Hypocrites of the 
Age, who abound in Specious Words. And. 
thy Divine Indifference ſhall condemn the 
Helliſh Zeal of furious Bigots, who think 
to pleaſe Goa, ard .atone for their Sins, by 
fcrificing Humane Blood, and maſlacring 
all that are not of their Faith- 

' God, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport 
thee after Death, to Happy Regions, Im- 
marceſſible Joys, and an Endleſs Succeſſion of 
Blifs. Every Atome ſhall find its Parad;/e. 


Thou ſhalt mount by Degrees to Full, In- 


finire and Eternal Felicity. Adieu for a 
time. | | 


Paris, 2oth. of the 1ſt, Ifoox, 
of the Tear 1665. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 


To Ifouf, his Confin, a Merchant at 
Aftracan. pie 


V I Hen I reflect on thy Happineſs, in 

_ having been all thy Life at Liberty: 
to change thy Reſidence, and. ramble whi- 
therſoever thy Phancy invited thee, and that 
even now at. A/tracan, thou art no longer 
confin'd than by thy own Pleaſure or Intereſt, 
I cannot forbear envying thee. 

There is an inexpreſſible Debght in rang- 
ing the various 77 acts of the Earth. - Where- 
as, to be perpetually ſhut up and impriſon'd 
as I am, in a City ſo cloſe and high-built, 


that the very Winds can ſcarce find a Way 


into her Interiour Parts, is a perfect Hell 
upon Earth. 

To ſpeak the Truth, Parss may be calFd a 
Heap orAgegregate of Cities,built one upon a- 
nother, like Pe/;oz upon Ofſaſince the Houſes 
here are as high as the IL:narets at Conſtanti- 
ople, and divided like the Air into the /ower, 
wer; 6 apper Regions or Apartments: Or 
rather like th 
ftronomers aſſert to beV5ze. For with ſo many 
Stories, do ſome Houſes, nay whole Streets 
in Paris, lift up their Heads ; and every Sto- 
ry or Apartment's peopl'd like a i 


the Heavens, whoſe Number A- . 
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$ that in this Infinite Throng of Inhabi- 
tants, and ſuch as come hirher about. Buſt- 
neſs, we are ready: to be ſtifled with one ano- 
thers Breath. Whereas, thou know'ſt, m 
the Cities all over the Zaft, the Houſes are 
intermixd- with Gardens: They are low- 
built, with Terraſſes on the Top to take the 
cool Air on by Night, with Parterres , 
Kas-haneys, Divans, Confervatories, and all 
the other Conveniences for refrefhing the 
Sences, by Water, Wind, and Oadoriferon: 
Smells. | 
This: makes me long to be at Conſtant:- 
nople, Damaſcus, Moſul, or even at Aſtra- 
can, where thou refideſt, thongh that City 
want inany Delights, which others enjoy. 
However, I ſhou'd there encounter with 
Tiaras and Turbants, the very Sight of 
which woa'd half cure my Diſcontent. May 
thy Portion be with Taget, iFI am not tyr'd 
with ſeeing Nothing but theſe Hats, and 
Short Coars, theſe ridiculous Franks, theſe 
Apes without Tails. And then to hear 'em 
rant againſt the Grand Signior, and all Tre 
Believers; to hear 'em blaſpheme the e/- 
{enger of God, curſe the Alcoran, revile the 
AMafti, and all the o!lahs, with a Thou- 
ſand other Impertinencies, which none but 
fuch Reprobates, Gianrs, and H[nfidels wou'd 


| be guilty of ; makes me either wiſh my ſelf 


Deaf, or that- my Tongue were at Liberty 
to anſwer them. But, much rather wou'd 
I defire to be in a Place, where I might en- 
joy my Ears, to receive the  $a/ew from my 

| | Friends 
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Friends that are Afsſ[ulmans, and to hear 
the Name of God devoutly bleſs'd,- on any 
Occaſion that awakens the Sence to Pi- 
ety-. 


the Arabians, who dwell in Tents, and fro} 
lick about from Hills to Valleys, taſting by? 
Turns the various Sweets of the Foreſt and; 
the Plain! The Groves and Meadows, Pa-' 
tures and Arable Grounds, Cities and Vil 
lages, al! contribute to their Delight. They 
want no Innocent Joy that the Earth can 
afford, Their-Weaith confiſts in the Mul. 


titude of their Sheep, Camels, Goats and 


Oxen. And for them is all their Care, that 
they may not want Graſs and Water in due 
Seaſon, As for themſelves, they are reſignd 
to Providence. | 

Soare the Tartars, who {ſleep in Hords or 
Wapggons; the only Cavaliers of Afia: 
Whoſe Lite is a_perpetual Campagne, trom 


Qh that I were amon my Countrymen, a 


Ve 


the Cradle to the Grave- Their Labour and F 


Eaſe are derivid from the fame Fountain; 
exerciſing themſelves on Horſe-back at Se- 
ven Years old ; and feeding on the Milk of 


Mares as ſoon as they are wean'd from their It 


Mother's Breaſts. Toil and Recreation with 
them are one and the ſame thing, ſince they 
know no other Pleaſure but what conſiſts in 
Riding, Fighting and Conquering ; or elſe 


in Death, which they believe tranſlates them | 


tonew Joys, and thoſe more poignant than 
they knew before. Therefore they bravely 


court: it at the. Point of a Swoxd, or che | 


Mouth 
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x {Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing being more 
y -——_— or hateful than a Coward among 
i- Itaem. 
I proteſt, the very 1dea of Pains IMeotis, 
Jand Taxrica Cherſoneſaus, with the Reſt of 
Sthoſe Horrible: Fens. and Marſhes, on the 
orth of the Black Sea, which encompaſs 
tbe Dominions of the Tartars, affects me 
Awith a Paſſhon, or rather ſuch a Medly of 
BPaſtions, as I know not how ro name. 
hoſe. ample Deſarts, thoſe untrack'd Soli- 
Itudes, appear to my Imagination, like the 
imits of this old Habitable World ; and the 
Fronriers of ſome new, ſtrange and unknown 
Region; ſome Terra Ircognita,where an Uni- 
verfſal Deſolation and Silence keep their Seat 
for ever: Where no Voices are heard but 
thoſe of uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and other: 
RExotick Tenants of the Woods and Moors. 
No other Sound but the whiſtling and roar- 
ing of the Winds. No Proſpect. but that 
of Trees which have appear'd from the In- 
Fancy of Time, and where thoſe are want- 
ing, the Eye is wearied in a long, endleſs 
Waſte, which nothing ſeems to bound, 
but the declming Arch of diſtant Skies, or 
tow, black, melancholy Clouds, skirted 
with Mitts and Fogs, Eternal Mantles of 
the Northern Climes. 
| This 1s the Figure of thoſe ſolitary 
Tracts, where I wou'd chuſe to live, rather 
than in a City which ſtifles me, with too 
gmuch Plenty of every Thing, but freſh 
Air, and honeſt People. 
Tſonf 
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Tſouf, 'the Contratieties which we find if. ,;j 
Earthly Things, : give a Guſt. to each |}, 1 
ther. And, the moſt Magnificent Palag 
wou'd feerm'a Priſon, were a Man alwayf.. 
confin'd to- live in it. m 31. boy 

- Couſin, I wiſh thee.. perpetual Libert, 

and Happineſs. - .-.-. lh | ©. 


Paris, 7th. of the 2d. Aon, 
' of the Tear 1665. 


h 
en 
: 01 
qo 


_m__—— & a. ESRI) 


—— a ew MY R __ PR —— RI" 
4+ 


LETTER. XXI, 


a97 
as 
U 
d' 
| / ; Ty ; - r2d 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princiſ 1 
. pal Secretary of the OttomaÞ© 
* Empire, L =_ 


: Dd — 
| A, att the Variety of Obligations whidſanc 
/*\ IT have to diſcharge, 1 torget not tifſup 
obey thy Commands. I have already in [len 
former Diſpatches acquainted thee with thiwh 
CharaRters, and ſome Remarkable Paſſagz]Ar 
of Henry IV. Lewis XII. Lewis XIV. Cath 
dinal Richlieu. Cardinal Mazarin, and this | 
Prince of Conde. Now I will fay ſomerhingþo 
of the Famous Aareſchal de TurenmFa 
whoſe Fame reaches whereſoever the FrentÞhþe 
Wars have been talk'd of for theſe Fortyfha: 
Years. The Name of this great Gener[n 
is Henry de 1a Tour d Awvergne, Son to thiflCa 
Dake of Bonillon. M2323 Om 
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"When his Father was: near his Death; he 
> alled for both his Sons, whereof" this 'was 
WIthe:youngeſt. "And among other Exhorta: 
aj tions;i:he recommended 'in a ſpecial Manner 
IThree- Things to their ' Praftice: Never to 
1, renounce'or change their Re/igion: Never to 
"ſtake up rms againſt their: Sig! Nor 
o provoke the Finſts Miniſter. *-. 

'iAs to the Firſt; 'rhe —_—_ as Treks 

as hitherto kept: * inviolably; but he has 
__ taalrerd-in both: the other; Having revolt- 

ed-from his Maſter's Service during his 7:- 
rity, and oppos d- the Intereſt of Cardinal 
. Macarini, when -the Parliament periven- 
ted that AfGnifter, cl: 
Cf} However, 'this hinders! HGt but that he 1 is 
at ; Great: Soldier; ant beſides hecis: fince- re- 
robcitdto the! Kine, He {cerhsTo *be-bot 
for 2447341: Aﬀats,  And> they” relate: of 
him, That: when he was-but Ten'Years Old, 
id and his'Gover#nonr'i miſſing him, had” ſought 
i Jup-.and idown every where for" him; hb: at 
mkngrhs forind him: faſt -afſeep!on's: Canon, 
thIwhich he ſeem'd to: oinbraten with his little 
Nt umhs- as far {as © they »+wou'd” Seach? - And 
uben:he was ask'd: why he choſe fucks Circh 
the o lie'6n;' he made Anſwer, That he deſign d 
inthe have ſlept there all': Night, to convince his 
WIFather that he was hardy enough to undergo 
"hh Fatignes of War, though the Old Dake 
6) had often : perſwaded himſelf- to the Contrary. 
ra, tation  akhe Truth, no Man was more 
th Cureleſyof his Body than this Prince, 7 


he j Fo At 
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Ar Fourteen Years of Age he was ſent jr. | 1 
to Holland to ſerye in- the Army under-thl 
. Prince of Orange, "who was his Uncle. Thanl v 
he apply'd himſelf to all the Diſcipline gf & 
War, doing the Duty of a Private Soldig:| C 
Which js the common Way that Cadets ol v 
Younger Brothers take to riſe to the moi G 
Eminent Offices. He ' was equally forwayf| » 
in Labours and Perils, never ſhunning an 
Fatigue or Hazard, which: might bring hin 
Glory. Yet he was not raſh, the Comme tt: 
Vice of Youth, but temper'd all his Action b! 
with an extraordinary; Prudence and -Sok Si 
ity of Judgment, beyond what was «|fr 
from himat thoſe Years. Yer, on th 
other Side, his Counſels were not flow andfſvi 
Flegmaric) ao of a very ready Forecafi;{14 
and-he {eldom fail din his Contrivances, tell v: 
was ſoon promoted. to 2. Place of Commani['y 
And the Exaftneſs of his Condubt raigd{}Vic 
him a vaſt Reputation, ſo that by Degraaf . 
be at; laſt arrivd to that Height of Pownſll 
and-Honoug he .now- peſſeſſes. He appeathi 
iweteabe. in -his Body, and of an Invinſcc 
cibk Reſalution.. He hates Flatterers, thaſLit 
think to-gain;his Fr ip by praiſing: hin]Re 
And is equally averte-from making Uſe of! 
ſuch fawning Infinuatians to ethers, thouphſ/'2< 
the Greateft Privces of the B/oed, or the Faſt] 1 
Ee edfafine& of Spit le 
.' £20 D426 60 A cartain' Spirit j'!es 
Whigh canagy: be: warp'd by Aha Nat 
Addreſles, ghyugh made to hs awnappiret[**? 
Advantage, if they propoſe to him Fo but 
? Thi 
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in. | Thing that has the leaſt Semblance of what is 
th bate and diſhonourable. Thus he wou'd ne- 
yer conſent that the Honour of taking Dxy- 
off &k& ſome Years ago, ſhould be afcribd to 
er: | Cardinal Atazarini, tho' that Ainifter pri- 
a vately courted him to it, offering him the 
off Greateſt Commands in the Kingdow, if he 
would do hin that Service ; and the AMare/- 
10 coal knew it might prove his Ruin, if hedid 
ind-not. Yet ſuch was his Integrity and Love to 
the Truth, that by no means would he be 
on} brought to condeſcend to this Meanneſs of 
ok | Spirit : Yet, perhaps it might only proceed 
ex.dfrom the Averfion which in thoſe Days he- 
ty{bad for the Cardinal. Many times it is e- 
vident, That a Nataral Paſſion is made to 
x;{pais for a Moral Vertue. Belides, perhaps he 
Bil was unwilling to be depriv'd of the Glo- 
airy due to him for that Important Ser- 
isdy Vice- 
He is a Man of few words, and ſo ſecret in 
walall his Counſels, that no-body knows any 
ax thing of his Deſigns, till he puts them in Ex- 
rinlecution. Every Man eſteems him the moſt 
;{ Liberal Prince of this Age, having no other 
im[Regard for-Mpney, than as it ſerves the Ne- 
; officeſities of his Family, and enables him to ob- 
vekſlige bis Friends. 
arf] in a word, whatever Vices he may have, 
.. he is yet endu'd with ſo many Good Quali- 
we fttes and Vertues, that he is belov'd by all the 
oh | <onne Logs... Particular Favour with his 
ai S9vereign, -who treats him not as a Subjeft, 
anyIout as one of his molt Intimate Friends, 
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and Expert Generals, that the Empire of the 


Faithful Oſmans, may encreaſe like the Xfoon,f 
but never be in its F4ze, till that Plazet ſhalll 


no more appear in the Heevers, and the Faſt, 
ning of the Elements ſhall be diflolv'd- 


Paris,-the 12th» of the;2d. Idoon, | 
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. May Goa, who has raisd up this Great Ge 
2185,;to aggrandize the French Monerchy,con.|. 
tinually ſupply theGrand Signor with |S 3 
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Wow LETTER XXII 


lr Qrchan Cabet Studeat f the 


; Sciences, ad Penſioner to the 
Grand Signior, 


2 T# E French King has © This Letter was 


lately receiv'd a groſs written 0r1ginally 


| Aﬀeront from 'the | Poets. 7" Sclavonlck. 


I They have often been Sa- 


tyrical upon his Loves, and now: they be- 


_ [gin to burleſque upon his Money- A Diy or 

: | Two ago, as he was newly riſen out ot his 

Bed, he found on a, Table in his Chamber 
a Faper containing theſe Verſes : 


Ih 
I 


' Tu &s Iſſue de Race Auguſte, | 
Ton Ayeul eſt Henxy le-Grand 
Et ton Pere Louis te Juſte 

Pour Toy, i tu i < .4Y, #n Louis 


C5 A gent. 
| Thou know | Ms A. Force of the Poet's 


| Wit lies, having travelled in ' France: and 


learned their Zanguage. - The King. frail'd at 


[.the Reading of -it,.and ſeem'd tobe pleas'd 
with . the Prankogls of .the. Author,-laying, 


He was. worth 's Thouſand Flatterers. Pas 


; promiſed likewiſe.to give him. Five. Hun: 
& Lewis's far his Wit, tt ould dilcoyes wr 
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ſelf, as alſo to pardon him on his Roy 
Word. -Burt'the Satyriſt- would not ventup | 
himſelf, knowing that K3ngs have more way 
than: one to- revenge themſelves 'of rip | 
Perſons, their SubjeFr. However; ? 
_ Kirg vppeard fo well pleaſed with. this, 1 

was reſoly*d to give him another Touck df , 
his Skill. And the very next Morning i / 
the ſame Place, the King tound theſe words 


Tu ne le Sraura pas Lonis, 3::026hh 
Car jetois feul quiua'je te fs. b, 
There have been many 'ConfeAtures mb] | 


about the Aiithor of: theſe Lampotns, Sip 
ſiy one . Thins; 'a1d- ſonie Ang! Btiete . Ay 
there are not W intiiie ſuch 'as Faſten* it Ab 
F:rgin of Collen, now-xeltding-at this Court 
Her Nathe is Anne I, Marie Shurma,. Self 
is very Learned, /and ſpeaks -Hribick; 4 ? 
Turkiſh, Greek, Ttaltan, Frenth ee kg 
as fluently as her Native Dialect. - e is my 18 
"Fine Wit, and piercing Judgmentin Y: e Con- 
troverfies*of Philsſophy and Religion. 

There are ſeveral Zp/tles of hers in Print 
© ſofite? Penia'Tr TL Latty; others $nch;ihll 
dreſgd'to the: bn-Porher, 'Car dival =y 
"hier; !Chrahral®! SMASH, OY! ottiers; bw 
ſides 'a'$60h, of Podms, mot Mfehim Ho al. 
- And *ris' this laſt "gives the: 'Whrid ſdt/a]-- 
-Je lotiſy "of lier © witty the" he vl mi 19% 
found onthe KJ A ble Ree atef 
Erith have compar kt vywithnhes Wi ty. 
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and find a very near Reſemblance between 
them, FA | 

But let who will be the Azthor, I think 
the French King is wrong*d in the Chara- 
Rer they give him. ' For tho he has heap'd 
up great Quantities of Gold and Silver to 
( ry on his vaſt Deſigns, yet he is no AL- 
fer, being very Liberal to Perſons of Merit. 
'1- I fend thee this for thy Diverſion, and in_ 
order to our future Correſpondence.. Takeit 
| for an Example, and be as Familiar with 
-* me, remembrmg the Old Latin Proverb, 
' | Manns manum fricat. 


Paris, the 11th. of the 6th. Afoon, 


of the Tear 1665 
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Fo tug Runkidt: Ide 
. LETTER XXL -Þ 
TJ : Fs dr 

To the Captain Baſſa.  » to 


MAE thy Heart be Chearful, and thy 
- , LYL Voyage crown.d:; with Succeſs, where. 
_ever thou faileſt, Noble. Old Tarpautiy, and 
Favourite of: the God of the Sea. The Em 
pire of the. Ottomans has not had fo brave 
* Commander of the Navy theſe Thirty Years 
God grant thee good Fortune againſt the 
Yidels, whether on. the 7hite or Black Sea i 
Thou art already Famous for thy. Exploit 
on the Latter, in above, Twenty Engage 
ments with the Coffachs, Circaſſians, and th 
re{t of thoſe Thieviſh Countries: Bur n+ 
thing has raiſed thy CharaRer fo high, as the 
laſt Combate thou hadſt with Pachicoxr,the 
Renowned Pyate of thoſe Parts, who 
threatned not only his C--r:;/#:49 Neighbours 
but alſo the Orroman 'Empire with Infini 
Ravages. X | 

But thou haſt-ſtemm'd the Tide of his 
Glory:, humbled the Maritine People his 
. Confederates, and by. that means made thy 
-felf' x* way into the Archipelago and Meds Se 
terraxean, Where thou rideſt as another Ne] fp 
tance, King of "the Waters. - $9 fu 
_ Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell thee 'ei 
. T have not ſaid ſo much to a Baſ/a of the 14 
- . theſe Seven and Twenty Years: Net m1 
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deed had I any Reafon. He that merited' 
the moft Applauſe in all that Time, was 
the Brave Zorneſan Maſtapha. And. I ad- 
' Jdreſs'd no more to him than his due. For- - 
Jtune did not favour him, or elſe he had done 
ereat' things. | As for the Reſt, they were 
- [generally Men never bred to Sea- Aﬀairs, but 
by ] Minions of the Coart, or Bullies of the City, 
re who were better at making a Noiſe, than at 
dy any Action of Hazard or Importance. And 
mJ there were fome Bold Renegaaves, but they 
e af play d faſt and looſe, and no-body knew 
asf where to have 'em. 

Is Treachery infefts the whole World; but 
4h in theſe 7eſtern Parts it reigns as in its Cen- 
of ter. Here's nothing but Undermining and 
ge-l Ambuſhes: One Srate trepanning another 
tle out-of their Guards, and then they play 
ne] their own Game. 
they It would be endleſs to acquaint thee with 
tie the Original of the Quarrel between the 
vhoſ Eng/iſþ and the Datch. Let it be enough 
urs for thee to know, that theſe People are at 
nite} odds now : And in Regard the Strength of 

| both NVatzos lies in their Shipping, they are 
ﬆ preparing to'-cover the others Seas with 
| Nawies: But the /anders ſtill get the beſt 
jj on't- They claim. the Sovereignty of thoſe 
Seas, and in my Opinion they deſerve ir. I 
ſpeak according to my Intelligence ; being aſ- 
| furd, that no Nation ever prevail d againſt 
heed 'em on that Element. 

Seat * They have had a terrible Fight this Sum- 
uy mer, wherein the Datch loſt Seventeen _ 
_ N 3 O 
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of Par, beſides Veſſels of ſmaller Note. The |; 


Commander of the Engliſh Fleet is call'd the 
Dwke of York, a Great General, and Brother 
to the Eng/;/p King. His Name was famous 
in France and Flanders, during the Spaniſh 
War. And tho' the Zand afforded him no 
farther Occaſions of Glory, yet he has found 
ſome in the Sea. Opdar, the Greateſt Ad 
miral that ever the Datch could boaſt of; fell 
a Sacrifice to his Genius. 

I am the more Particular in this Relation, 
becauſe it is fit thou ſhould'it know the Cha- 
raters of all the Brave Heroes living« 

Since this Fight, the King of France has 
ſent an Embaſſador to the Engliſh Court to 
mediate a Peace. Whar Iflne his Negotia- 
tion will have, is of no great Import to us, 
who ſerve. the Grand Sigmor, Sole Lord of the 
Forr Seas: But I will tell thee fomething 
which it concerns:thee to know- 

The King of France is a going to cut 2 
Casal through Part of his K:»gdoms, by which 
the Mediterranean may be joynd to the 
Alain Sea This is a vait Deſign, and much 
diſcours'd of in Exrope, being a Parallel to 
what has' been formerly attempted by ſome 
Kings of Egypt, and Emperoxrs of Rome, to 
joyn the Mediterranean and Red Sea toge- 
ther, for the ſake of an eafier Traffick to the 
Eaſt- Indies. | 
- Thou oughteſt alſo to be inform'd of the 


pw + of Beaufort's Exploits on the Coaſts of 


Barbary. He is Commander of the French 
Navy in thoſe Seas, and has done great In- 
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juries to the People of Afzier, Sarcelle, Bon- 
ie, and other Ports. 
Tho' theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd 
for deſerting the ProteCtion of the High Pore, 
yet let us remember, That the Al/gerines are 


Mufſalmans, and therefore ought not to be 
abandon d to the Malice of 1fidels. 

Mighty Baſſa, Satl thou in the Strength of 
Gd againſt the Enemies of the Ottoman Em- 
2re An4 when thou haſt finiſh'd thy Voy- 
age here below, may a Wind of Mercy waft 
the o'er the Waters which are above the F;-- 


we 0OES 5% 


cÞ 


- . I”. TW ww 
[2 


mament, and land thee ſafe tin one of the 
Ports of Paradiſe. 


Paris, the 3d» of the gth. 100g, 


of the Tear 1665» 


The End of the Third Book. 
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BOOK IV. 


p LETTER TI... 
To Achmet, Beig. . 


HIS Coxrt has put on the Exteri-' 

our Semblance of oxrning, whiltt 

' they inwardly rejoyce, at the Death 

| of Philip IV. King of Spain. He- 

deceasd on the 17th. of the gth. Toon. *Tis 

poſſible their Grief-is more real for the Death 

* Yof the Dake of YVendoſm, a Prince of Royal 

Extraftion, and whillt living not far remov'd 

from a poſlibility - of - Mite — 
VN $ © 
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of France. But now he is gone to the Grave, 


the General Receptacle of all Mortals, and 


which makes no Diſtintion between the 
Noble and the Valgar- 

There have been Abundance of Ceremo- 
nies perform'd on the Part of the Kg, the 
Dauphin, the Dake of Orleans, the Dake of 
Valois, and other Princes of the Blood, for 
the Health of the Departed $0z/ : For the 
* Naxarenes, to give them their due, fall not 
ſhort of the Trae Faithfal in believing theRe- 
farreftion and Immortality to come. They con- 
fign theBoates of theDead to their Sepulchres, 
with Solemn Rites of Religion, pertuming 
them with Jcex/e, and ſprinkling them 
with Holy Water : Rehearſing alfo certain $z 
cred Hymns and Prayers appointed for that 
Purpoſe. Neither do they neglect to Faſt, 
and give Alms, or to perfortn any Piows Of- 
fice which is praCtis'd by the 1ſuſſulmans, for 
their Friends who are gone to the [1w1/ible 
State. They agree with us in Abundance of 
good things, and if they mix ſome Superſti- 
tions and Errors, ley us pity their Weaknek, 
and praiſe God who guides us into the Right 
Way, ahd ſuffers us not to be ſeduc'd into the 


Way of f:aels. He is the /erciful of the 


Aerciful, the Foy of the Eleft, and the Hepe 
of all Nations Should he puniſh Men ac: 
cording to their Hourly Demerits, the Earth 
would ſoon be depopulated, and void of any 
other Inhabitants ſave the Zea/?s, But: he 
knows our Mold, and remembers that we art 
no more than a mere Froth or Spe of the 

: "Elements, 
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Elements, and that in' a very little time, by 
the. Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like 
Bubbles, which yield to every 3laſt of Wind. 
Therefore he ſpares us, and connives at 


our Infirmities, becauſe he is the Lover of 


Sozls * o 

- I ſpeak this as an Incentive to Charity a- 
mong our ſelves, and to our Fellow- Mortals. 
it ſeems to me unreaſonable, that we ſhould 
purſue with Inexorable Hatred all-the Fo/- 
lowers of Jeſus. He was a Holy Prophet, 


-{ humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. He did 


many Good Works himſelf, and comman- 
ded his Ds/c:ples to imitate his Examples 
He rebuk'd thoſe amongſt them, that would 
have call d down Fire from Heaven to conſume 
his Enemies : Enjoyning them toreturn Bleſs 
fings for Curſes, Prayers for Blaſphemies, and 
Good for Evil. There are thoſe amongſt 
them, who obey his Precepts: As for the 
Wicked, I am not their Advocate» If the 
Greateſt Part of the Chr:i/#:an- live contrary 
to the Law of the Meſ/zas, let us conſider 
allo. how many Hypocrites, Libertines, He-. 
reticks and Atheiſts there are among thoſe 
who profeſs the Mufſu/mas Faith. Doubt- 


Teſs, there are Good and Bad of all Religions. 


And 'tis Impoſſible to find an Aflembly of 
Juit Men, without a Mixture'of Sinners, 

As. for our Difference with the People of 
Jeſus in Matters of 'orſhip, it ought not 


to make us forget. that we are Men, com- 
'pounded of the fame Fleſh and Blood as they- 
And tor ought wo know, Ged who made = 

- ; F a 


— 
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LETTER II. 


To William Voſpel, « Recluſe » 
| Auſtria. 


hy 4 H Y- Dy/patch came to my Hands, in 
a good Hour. 1. perusd with Re- 
verence the Paternal Inſtructions it contained; 
the Grave -and::Judieious. Apothegms; the 
Sacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a Regular 
and Spiritual Lite ;- the Morals more refin'd 
than thoſe of Pinaar, Epittetus, Seneca or 
Cato. But pardon me,. if I reliſh not fo 
well thy Pazegyrick, on ſome. of the new- 


ly Canoniz'd Saints; from which you take 


Occafion to extol the Pope's Infallibility, and 
to exclude from Salvatioz, all that are 
not within the Pale of the Roman Church. 
Iam a Chri/t:zan and a Cathelich as well as 
you. I honour the Apoſtles: and ' Martyrs, 
with all the Primitive Saints, Confeſſors and 
Holy Doftors of the Church. But I can ne- 
ver be perſwaded, that a Man for being a Mur- 
derer, Traytor, an Inventor of Cruel Devices, 
er a learned Sycophant, can merit Heaver,tho' 
he may be rank'd in the Red Lines of the 
Caltdar. Much leſs can I believe, that all 
Men ſhall be Damn'd, who are not in Cam 
#1110 with the Biſhop of Rome, Certainly 
| t 
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the Catholick or Univerſal Charch,is not ſhut 
up within the Narrow Confines of the ſhatter- 
ed Roman Empire. Conſider Greece, Armenia, 
Egypt, MAuſcovy, eAEthiopia, and all the Spa- 
cious Territories of Exrope, and the Eafte 
How many Millions datly fay the Pater- 
Noſter, and pray in Jeſ#s's Name, yet never 
paid Obedience to any but their own Pa- 
triarchs and Biſhops ? Were not all the A- 
poles equally in Commſſion ; were not the 


Churches they founded and eſtabliſh'd, equal- 


ly Holy, and Orthodox 2 Where then com- 
mencd the Mighty Sch&:/rz, but in the mo-' 
roſe Pride of Yi&#or, who (for the Sake of 
Paſchal Niceties) affronted all the Churches 
in the World, and was for that Reafon ſe- 
yerely reprov'd by a French Biſhop of his own 
Obedience ; beſides the Reprimands of Po- 


. carp, and other Prelates of the Eaſt ? Was 


not St. 7obn the Beloved, that reſted his Head 
with Divine. Honour on the Breaſt of Chr:f, 
as privy to the Laws of his Z1after, as Peter, 
Paul, or any other Abortive Apoſtle ? Re- 
member the Firſt General Council at Jeraſa- 
km, where James the Brother of our Lord 
fate Preſident, decreeing Ab/tinences exattly 
oppoſite ro the preſent Roman Faith and Pra- 
&:ice. And believe at the fame time,That 'twas 
Imperial Vanity and Pride, which firſt begot 
the Fatal Separation. Herefy was but the 
Baſtard of the Apoftobch Canons, cheriſh'd, 
and too much countenanced, by Conſtantine 
and his Swcceſſors, till the] Fatal Time of Pho- 

| 645, 
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of France. But now he is gone to the Grave, 
the General Receptacle of all Mortals, and 
which makes no Diſtin&tion between the 
Noble and the Vulgar- | 

There have been Abundance of Ceremo. 
nies perform'd on the Part of the K:*g, the 
Dauphin, the Dake of Orleans, the Dake of 
Valois, and other Princes of the Blood, for 
the Health of the Departed $o#/ : For the 
- Naxarenes, to give them their due, fall not 


ſhort of the Trae Faithful in believing theRe- 


farreftion and Immortality to come. They con-J 


fign theBodies of theDead to their Sepulchres, 
with Solemn Rites of Re/rgron, perfuming 
them with JUcex/e, and - ſprinkling them 
with Holy Water : Rehearfing alfo certain $+ 
cred Hymns and Prayers appointed for that 
Purpoſe. Neither do they neglect to Faſt, 
and give Alms, or to perforin any Proms Of- 
fice which ts praGtis'd by the Ifuſſulmans, for 
their Friends who are gone to the 1wi/ible 
State» They agree with us in Abundance of 
good things, and if they mix ſome Superſti- 
tions and Errors, les us pity their Weakneſs, 


and praiſe God who guides us into the Right] 
. - Way, ahd ſuffers us not to be ſeduc'd. into the 
Way of if:dels. He is the /erciful of thef 


Aﬀerciful, the Joy of the Ele, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he puniſh Men ac: 
cording to their Hourly Demerits, the Earth 
would foon be depopulated, and void of any 
other. Inhabitants ſave the Zea/is, But he 
knows our Mold, and remembers that we are 
no more than a mere Zroth or Sprme of the 


- "Elements, | 
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Elements, and'that in' a very little time, by 
the..Courſe of Nature, we (hall vaniſh like 
Bubbles, which yield to every Blaſt of Wind 


| Therefore he- ſpares us, and connives at 
* | our -Infirmities, becauſe he is the Lover of 


Sozls o > 

- I ſpeak this-as an Incentive to Charity a- 
mong our ſelves, and to our Fellow-Mortals- 
It ſeems to me unreaſonable; that we ſhould 
purſue with Inexorable Hatred all-the Fo/- 


[ 


-| lowers of Jeſus, He was a Holy Prophet, 
humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. ' He did 


many Good Works himſelf, and comman- 
ded his Ds/cples to imitate his Examples. 
He rebuk'd thoſe amongſt them, that would 


| have call ddown Fire fromHeaven to conſume 


his Enemies : Enjoyning them toreturn Bleſs 
fings for Curſes, Prayers for Blaſphemies, and 


{| Good for Evil. There are thoſe amongſt 


them, who obey his Precepts: As for the 
Wicked, I am not their Advocate» If the 
Greateft Part of the Chri/t:as live - contrary 
to the Law of the eſtas, let us confider: 
alſo: how many Hypocrites, Libertines, He- 


| reticks and Atheiſts there are among thoſe 
who profes the Muffulmas Faith. Doubt- 
leſs, thereare Good and Bad of all Re/ro:ons-- 


And *tis Impoſſible to find an Aſſembly of 
Juſt Men, without a Mixture'of Sinners. 

As. for our Difference with ' the People of 
Jeſus in' Matters of 'orſhip, it ought not 


0 make-us forget. that we are Men, come 
yoonted 'of the fame Fleſh and Blood as they- 


for ought we know, Goo who made ou 
_— 


— 
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the. Nations of the Earth, may accept. of their: 
various Rites and-Ceremonies -n paying him. 


Divine Adoration. 


Jg 
"We that are the Poſterity of Iſmael, and 


worſhip the Eternal after the manner of ou 
Fathers, who follow'd the Pattern of F- 
brahim- the Beloved of God, cannot deny but 
that- the Law of Hoſes was of Divine Ori. 
ginal: And yet it: contains Precepts and In- 
junRions, to which we are wholly Strangers 


in our Pratice ; tho' the Jews, who are the 
Deſcendants of Jacob, obey them to this] 


Day. > | 

+ So we believe what the Alcorar ſays of the 
Meſ/ias, That he is the Breath and Word of 
God; - That he heal'd Diſeaſes, rais'd the 
Dead, wrought many other -. Lracles, and 
preach'd the True Heavenly Doftrine. Yet 
there's abundance of Difference between the 
Ceremonies which the very Apoſtles us'd in the 
Service of God, and the or (hip eſtabliſh'd by 
ZAahomet our Holy Laweiver. But he tells 
us, That they who live up to the Law of Feſax, 
ſhall go to Paraaiſe as well as the 44/- 
fſalmans. 19177. 2 882 

- The greateſt Scandal which: the Chri/#5ans 
give us, is their Setting ' up. Pictures and 
Images in their Temples, and the Reverence 
they pay to thoſe: Inſenfible Pieces of Hu- 
mane Art. And yet for ought we know, 
they may be excuſable before God ;. ſince they 
profeſs openly in the P:4b/ick Decrees of theit 
Councils, That the Veneration and Honout 


A ———— 


they pay to the Figares of Saints and Angels, 
© 


— 
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is only Relative, their Devotion at the ſame 
Time reſting not on this fide the Prototypes. 

If this be true, -I ſeeno more Hurt in their 
Worſhip of 1w-ages, than in our Bowing and 
Proſtrating before the Alcoran, which is but 
another Sort of wagery repreſenting the D:- 
vine Will, 

In a word, if the Hieroghphicks of the An- 
cient Egyptians are allow'd to be Lawful Let- 
ters, and Inftruments to expreſs the Inward 
Conceptions of the Mind ; in my Opinion,the 


| Painting and Sculpture which. we ſee in. the 


Churches of the Chriſtians, ought not to be 
condemn'd as an Idolatrous Praftice, when 
*tis only us'd as an eaſter way to convey the 
Be of Teſws, and the reſt of the Prophets 

aints, to the Yulgar, who are generally 
Ignorant of Letters. Unleſs we ſhall fay, 
That the $9 of Mary was-an /do!, and the 
Prophets and Saints were Devils ; which God 


avert from the Mouth of a Trae Believer. 


Paris, the 13th of the 1th; Aon, | 
| of the Tear 1665. 


—_ 


LETTER IL 


To William Voſpel, « Recluſe of 


Auſtria. 


'T. H Y- Dy/patch came: to my Hands, in 
pl 


good Hour- I. perusd with Re- 
verence the Paternal Inſtructions it contained; | 
the Grave and::Judieious.. Apothegms; - the | 


Sacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a Regular 
and Spiritual Life ;- the: Morals more refin'd 
than thoſe of Pindar, Epittetus, Seneca of 
Cato. | But pardon me,. if I reliſh not f6 
well thy Paxegyrick, on: ſome. of the new. 


ly Canoniz*d Saints; from which you take-{- 


Occaſion to extol the Pope's Infallibility, and 


to exclude from. Salvatioz, all that are: 


not within the Pale of the Roman Charch. 

I am a Chri/it:au and a Cathelick as well as 
you. I honour the Apoſties: :and \ Martyrs, 
with all the Primitive Sa:zts, Confeſſors and 
Holy Dotors of the Church. Bur I can ne- 
ver be perſwaded, that a Man for being a Mur- 
derer, Traytor, an Inventor of Cruel Devices, 
or a learned Sycophant, can merit Heaves,tho' 
he may be rank'd in the Red Zines of the 
Calzpder. Much leſs can I believe, that all 
Men ſhall be Damn'd, who are not in Com 
#41108 with the Biſhop of Rowe, Certainly 

| oh 
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the Catholick or Univerſal Charch,is not ſhut 
up within the Narrow Confines of the ſhatter- 
. Roman Empire. Conſider Greece, Armenia, 
Egypt, MMuſcovy, eAEthiopia, and all the Spa- 


| cious Territories of Exrope, and the Eaſt. 


How many Millions datly fay the Pater- 
Noſter, and pray in Jeſ#s's Name, yet never 
paid Obedience to any but their own Pa- 
triarchs and Biſhops ? Were not all the A- 
poles equally in Commiſſion ; were- not” the 


| Chxrches they founded and eſtabliſh'd, equal- 
: | ly Holy, and Orthodox 2 Where then com- 


mencd the Mighty S$cb:/2z, but in the mo-' 
roſe Pride of Yi&or, who (for the Sake of 
Paſchal Niceties) affronted all the Churches 
in the World, and was for that Reafon ſe- 
yerely reprov d by a French Biſhop of his own 
Obedience; beſides the Reprimands of Po- 


| carp, and other Prelates of the Eaft *? Wag 


not St. John the Beloved, that reſted his Head 
with Divine. Honour on the Breaſt of Chr:f, 
as privy to the Laws of his Z1after, as Peter, 
Paul, or any other Abortive Apoſtle ? Re- 
member the Firſt General Council at Jerwſa-' 
km, where James the Brother of our Lord 
fate Preſident, decreeing Abſtznences exattly 
oppoſite ro the preſent Romar Faith and Pra- 
&:ce. And believe at the ſame time,That 'twas 
Imperial Vanity and Pride, which firſt begotr 
the Fatal Separation. Herefy was but the 
Baſtard of the Apoftobck Canons, cheriſh'd; 
and too much countenanced, 'by Conſt anions 
and his Swcceſſors, till the] Fatal Time of Pho- 


647, 
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cas, whoſe untimely Death made all things | 


ripe for the intended Uſurpation. Oh! Gzic. © 


_ ciardine How truly baſt thou writ the State 
of Modern. Rowe / Worthy as Horace of 
Eternal Honour. Thy Faithful Proſe e- 
quals his Courtly Verſe, and merits New Aa- 
guſtass to Patronize it. 


Belteve. me,.: Father #il:am, I have no. 


Spight or Enmity- againſt the Roman High. 


Prieft. I reverence him equally with his: 


Brethren, the Patriarchs of Conſtantinople, 
Feruſalem, Alexandria, and Antioch. 1 
would go beyond this, for the ſake of Con- 
formity to. Ancient Cuſtom, and: in Obedi- 
ence. to the Celebrated Comncil of Nree: F 
would willingly acknowledge him the Pr:- 
mate of the FYerld,. Let him have the firſt 
Place, ini\God's Name, among the Patriarchs 
of the Vniverſa! Church: But let him not 
ride on the Necks. of his Equals. Let him 
not pretend a Power to cancel the Apoſtolick: 
Canons; reverſe the Traditions of the Fathers ; 
repeal the Decrees of General. Conncils ; di- 
ſpenſe 'with the Laws of Nature, Grace, Rea- 

, Morality, and the very Inſtitutions of 
his Predeceflors,' Men, without Queſtion, as 
Infallible as - he» This is not the way. to 
make Proſe/ztes to the Roman Faith, 'unleſs 
K-be of Fools and Knaves. The World has 
receiv.d New Lights, Father 7/:/l;am ; and 


Men begin to -hiſs Religions Bantering off the. 


Stage. Nay even they who are moſt guilty 
of it, I mean' the: Rowan Courtiers, Gon 
| n 


9. 


— 
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;| nals and Prieſts, cannot forbear laughing at 


the Folly, and Credulous Eafineſs of thoſe, 
on whom they impoſe their P:70#s Frauds, 
The bigotted Zaity are by them efteemed no 
better than filly Aſ4es, tamely couching un- 
der the Burdens of their Ecclefaſtich Lords 


| and Drevers. 


_ Therefore 'tis time for thee to open thy 
Eyes, lift up thy Head, and lay aſide 14ona- 


| fick Simplicity. I do not. Counſel thee to 


turn Z:bertive, or imitate the [talian Gallan- 
try, which has taught the Prieſts, inſtead of 
Sacred Continence, to ſquint a Benedition 
on ſome Charming Zaay from the A/tar, in 
the Name of Dominus Vobiſcum, or Surſum 
Corda; even whilſt they are preparing for 
Divize Revels, to banquet on the Fleſh and 
Blood of God: Oh! Monſtrone Perfidy and 
Execrable Profaneneſs ! Nor if thou art af- 
fronted and revengeful, would I adviſe thee 
to time the Execution of -thy Wrath like 
the Sicihran Veſpers, and make the Bells be- 
come: the Signals of - thy Cruelty ; - which 
onghe and were defign'd- and conſecrated 'on 


purpoſe; todrill on Harmleſs Sor to. Church; 


with their dull, ſleepy, jangling:Chimes ; a 

with "their more Triumphant,” Lofty Mufick; 
on the Feſtivals of Saints, to-make devouter 
Chriſtians dream they're going to | Heaves, 
inſtead of toa Maſſacre. I would nothave 
thee hope to merit Parausſe, by ſending thi- 


ther in Qbedience to the Pope; or General of 


thy Order, the Majeſtick Souls of Kings or 
_ Emperors, 
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Emperors, in Vehicles. of- Sacred Poylan, or 
Envenom'd Enuchars/ts, Beligve that. thoſe 
Prelates, Priefts, or Monks, who are thus, 
Divinely, Profane, and Mercifull lly-. Crugh 
become Mitered, Veſted, Cowled 2don- 
ters, inthe fierce and moſt violantly elow-, 
ing Dens of Hell; therewith the moſt exalt- 
ed Arſenicks, Mercuries, and whatſoever gwes 
the higheſt Pains, to, languiſh, Pines 59d m_ 
rack away Ten Thouſand, Thopſfan 
fand Ages, in Penances, of flow "Re, 
which expiate but very. late, the-:crying, Sn 
. guilty. Marderets , and Bloody Hypg- 
Crites. 

Yet ſuch as.theſe, ſince > Modern Times, are 
the only: Men thought worthy to be Canori. 
_ n= ye which. p__ Una = 
: Cty -OUBt- elenge Þ @ 1-Qp6 

Tick New Suing, Fre me: to. 4onbs, ihe tis 


2 adds Wiliaw, the Gre Thought begin 
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of the Roma ch, the Iv/alible Poms 
of Popes, the. Mirdeles.of thee New Saints, 
&e. And I for my Pajt, $8.2 Man Ties 
Bigotry. - F cannot believe things: contrary 
to my Reaſon- I wiſh. the Differences of 
in. Point of- Region, were ratio- 
nally compos'd ; 'and that the Geod of all 
Sets, FaRtions, Parties, Churehes and Com- 
munions, were united. in En Life, as x, they 
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In the mean time, to the Father without 
Beginning 3 to the Sox without a Younger 
Brother ; to the Hol A Gheſt, the Firſt and 
the Laſt; to the Virgin Mary, the 1o- 
ther of the Entire Deity, I recommend 
thee and all gaod Chriſtians, hoping; to 


"| ſee you in Heaven, tho' we cannot it feems 
« | think alike on Earth» 


Paris, the 1ft. of the 12th» . 
of the Tear 1665. 


—_ -_—nMs' RIS i. 


— % 
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LETTER Ill. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 


Vienna. 


A Ccording to thy Defire, I have procur'd 
"> and ſent thee the Alcorar, with other 
Writings of our Holy Doftors; Books which 
will condutt thee into the Right Way- Thou 


wilt find in theſe Yolames, a Spirit of Life 


and Power. There breathes in them a cer- 
tain Vital Principle of Reaſon ; ſo that who- 
- ſoever reads them attentively, may feel ( if 
I may ſo ſpeak) the very Pulſe of intelle- 
Etual Wiſdom, beating in every Sen- 
tence. 


There is a vaſt Difference berween theſe Þ- 
Writings, full of Arguments Clear and In-} 


telligible ; and the Whimfies of thy Rabbr's, 


. who abound in Sacred Fables and Divine 


Romances. 


Who can peruſe your Celebrated 24:/n4}. 
without Diſdain? Or look into your more[ 


applauded Talmud, and not feel himfel 


touch'd with Horrour , at the Monſtrow], 


Blaſphemies and Ridiculous Forgeries there- 
in contain'd > Doſt thou not laugh at the 
Story of God's pickling up the Leviathas till 
the Days of the Ze//rab; and that other 0 
the Bul which daily devours the T_ of 

a Thou- 


_ 
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a Thouſand Mountains? Or-wilt thou ſhew 
me the Neſt of that B:rd from whence the 
Talmad \ays, an Egg falling on the Earth, 
'| threw down Three Hundred tall Cedars 
| with its, Weight, and at Length breaking, 

overflow'd Sixty Villages with the Liquid 
| (Subſtance included in the Shell. 

' Such as theſe, muſt needs be fit Themes 

for the Contemplations. of the Omniporent : | 
| | And yet your Rab%7's teach, That God ſtudies 
* | Nine Hours of the Day in the 7a/mud. Can 
| |- any Man of common Piety, hear theſe 
] 
: 


Blaſphemies and not 'tremble> What Aft- 
8 fronts are theſe to Human Sence 2 What Im- 
. | poſitions on the Reaſon of the Credulous 
. | Jews? Does the moſt perfect of all Beings 
{| acquire Knowledge by Degrees, or is. t 
- | Eternal Tntellef} improv'd by reading of 
- | ZBooks,? Ort it were 1o, would not he make 
a.better Choice than: of a Yo/wme, which in 
e &. the Incredible Stories it relates, exceeds all 
| the Figments of the Poets? - | 
sf... Tell me,' Nathan, .canſt thou ſwallow 
jeff that” Touid Lye of the Talmud, which te 
,thee; That there was a.Zzov, who when he 
.roard, at the Diſtance 'of Four Hundred 
' Miles from Rowe, all the Women that were 
: With Child in that City, being affrighted at 
, the Noiſe, miſcarry'd, and the Walls of 
Rome fell down? And when he drew nearer 
by a Hundred Miles, he' ſet/ up his Throat 
;again, which made. 9 texribls a Sound, that 
;All the Romay's Teeth fell our of their He 
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: hook, as had well-nigh - coſt - him hi. 
ife- k 
Surely the'Crow which the Taimad ſpeaks 
of in andther Place, was but a Puny to this 
'Monſtrous Zyor ; and yet it ſeems, that Crop 
ſwallow'd a Serpent at had eaten a Fro 
as big as a Village . of Threeſcore Houf 
and when he had done flew into the next 
"Tree. . I ſuppoſe, tat was the Tree which 
"orew in Paradiſe, and was ' Five Hundred 
Miles high, according to the 7amud. "Have 
1:not Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of 
your Rabbi's ſolemnly fears, he was 'ar 
Ee eneogh of theſe Things? Who an 
 forbeax to ridicule the TT of thoſe, who 
He their Faith $9.1 hb Deluſions? - 
| up hc wilt 'mieet w ith more Rational En- 
1s Dole, in the Book? of the 2uſſm: 
offers ; more efpecially, in'that Tra 
ſcript thou haſt of the 'Yolume firft ditated 
-y on, bm conſicend oe true LY 
Ao es, but. damns the /v;po//yres of : 
"T9 ud, þ Pu, £5 vis the Invention of ſuch | 
F714 


fon "wilt Uk me, perhaps,what I 
bi y | FE "Trae Law of "Moſes. Shall T tell th 
he. on of one of thy own'Wation, a Fe 

; brew * e Hebrews, as he pretends ; 
for ought-I know, of the fame T7; vibe witk 
thy;ſ{e f: for I. am a Stranger to the Gene! 


16s of IO both. 
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by call-him the 7andring Few ; and heconfirm- 
5 24 that Title, by the Profeſſion he made of 
tel © his Birth, Deſcent, and Univerſal Traveks. 
ri -No-doubt:but thou haſt heard of ' this Man, 
| or at leaſt of ſuth'a Chara@ter, -and therefore 
| I ieed not 'repeat what he faid of himſelf, 
8 'Sfjd what the Generality of Mankind believe 
3 'f him, Suffice /it 'to'tell thee, that -I was 
Fr *btice-in 'Hhis cn halt a Day together ; 
Ke) iyhen dm\tng'other-Diſcourles, he'told me, 
hs 'Fhat the irue Law of Moſes has been loſt 
of for above theſe Two Thouſand Years, ex- 
aol pt in the Adreb Patts of Aſa, where 'there 
nd are an Infinite Number of Hebrews, \but far 
ho different in their Re/ig:0z from all the Jews in 
the reſt of the World. He fays, the Coun- 
try where they Inhabit, is environ'd round 
with High and Inaccefſible Mountains. I 
ask'd him the exa&t Geographical Situation of 
this Country ; but receiv'd no other Anſwer, 
' than that it lay beyond the River Sabba- 
tion, Then I remembred what I had read 
in E/aras, a Scribe of thy Nation, concer- 
ning the Tranſmigration of the Ten 7:bes, 
| who were carried away Captives by the 4/- 
| ſrians : How they paſs d through a certain 
3, |'River on dry Ground, the Waters being 
x1 divided to the Right Hand and to the Lefr, 
x1 and that after the ſame manner they ſhould 
return again in the Later Days; Bur that 
in the mean time the Region where they live, 
was hidden from al! other Mortals. | 
Comparing this Paſſage with what I had 
heard from the Wanaring Few, I became * 
mo 


=SS 2 
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moſt perſwaded; That the People and Conn: 
try of which he ſpoke, were the very ſame 
mention'd by E/aras.: Goa only can diſcern 


the Truth from Error in H:/tories of fo re- 


mote and Ancient a Subje6t. 

As to their Religion, I was juſt going to 
give thee an Account of what he ſaid con- 
cerning it, but am interrupted by Company, 
Wherefore I am fotc;d to- break of abrupt- 
ly. Expect a-full Relation in my next. [1 
am in haſte. . - Rs "1 2 


Paris, the 4th. of the 1ſt; Ion, 
of the Tear 1666  -, 


Y 
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LETTER IV. 
To the fame, < 


T HE Interruption, which made me to 
ſuddenly conclude my other Letter, 
laited not long ; fo that I have time enough 
to perform my Promiſe by the fame Po/F. 

I was about to relate what the YWandring 
7ww told me of the Religion of thoſe Re- 
mote Hebrews in_4/ia, which take as fol- 
lows. 

He fays, they are a Nation of Philsſophers, 
bound by their Laws to Study the Zibera! 
Arts and Sciences, They have none but Iron 
Money current among - them; the Ule of 
Gold and Silver Coins being expreſly torbid- 
den_by their Zaws to prevent the Tempta- 


..Jtions of Avarice and Theft : For who would 


{teal or covet a Metal, which for its Bulk 
was not eaſy to be hid, nor for its Beauty 
very defireable, being every where common 
in the Veins of the- Earth, and ferv'd only 
as a Method of Barter and Commerce a- 
mong themſelves, where the Inequality of 


 IMerchandiſes enrangled their Traffick, and 
would not admir of a ready Exchange. 


This took from them the Occaſion of 
many unneceſlary Arts at Home, and they © 
had no Temptation to travel abroad ; The 
Chief Deſign of their Lawgiver being ro 

@, oblige 
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oblige them to ſpend moſt of their time in 
Religions and Philoſophical Exerciſes, and the 


reſt in preparing Neceſlaries for humane $y. 
ftenance. They had no Need to buy any 


. thing of Foreign Coxntries, or to build Ship: 


for that End, who were bound to live con. 
tent with the Natural Product of their own 
Fertile Conntry : For. Luxury has not as ye 
fet Footing in that happy Region, it we may 
| believe this Traveller. He ſays, they fee! 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth; 
not admitting any Art or Employment 
which tends to fuperfluity ; but only ſuch 
ſerve the'neceflary Uſes of Life, wherein they 
ſhew an admirable Dexterity and Skill. 

When they travel from one Towa to ano- 
ther, which is very frequent, they.never carry 
any thing to defray their Charges by the 
Way, or when they arrive at their Journy; 
End':: All Entertainment of this Nature be 
ing free and and reciprocal. Such is the Cu- 
ſtom of the Country. 

They have no: Lawyers among them, but 
if any Contention ariſe, 'tis preſently deter 
min'd by the Arbitration of the next Neigh- 
bours, to whoſe Sentence-all ſubmit: Ever 
Man being willing to loſe fomething of hy 
Right, rather than diſturb the Publick Amit) 
and Peace. | 

_ As to the manner of their 7/or/b:p, they 


are ſtrict Obſervers of Purity in-Waſhing, &| 


noirting, and Shaving their Bodies. | 

They have Temples-alſo where they affem- 
ble every Seventh Day, and having offer 
vp 
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up the Fir/t-Fraits of the Earthy they - fit 
down in-the Courts, and Banquet together 
with Joy, whilſt the Prieſts entertain them 
with excellent Mugck, and Songs, in Praiſe 


.of God and his Forks. To this End the 
Courts of their Temples are made very large, 
.that they may contain ſo many diftinet Fa- 


milies; and ſtately Pavillions are fet up, a- 


dorn'd with the Boughs of Green Trees, 


with all manner of Flowers careleſly- inter- 
mix'd. But amidſt all their Feaſting, they 


' arenot permitted to taſte of Fleſh, They eat 


only the- Fruits of the Earth with Milk, 


[Honey and Oyl- And their common Drink 


is Water and Wine. 

Ar rhe Age of Sixteen Years, every Man is 
bound to take the following Oath : 
. © I ſwear that I will adore but One God, 
* who brought our Fathers out of Zeypr, 
* and has conducted us by a Myſterious Path 
« to this ZLavd of Promiſe. I will Religi- 
*© ouſly ſerve him all my Life, for that he has 
* youchſafed to plant me in the Farmsly of his 
* Elect, and not in either of the Two Tribes 
« who were left behind in the Zand of De- 
* {z/zons. I will do Juſtly to all Men, nei- 
«ther will I voluntarily hurt or kill any 
© Living Creature, unleſs 'it be in my own 
* Defence. I will not taſte of the F/e/þ of 
*any Animal, but in all things obſerve the 


.* Abſtinence commanded by Al/ah to I7:/es 
on the Mount. | I- will Religiouſly obey 


* my Prince, to my laſt Breath, and rather 
* be torn in Pieces by wild Beaſts than be- 
. Q 2 * tray 
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© tray him, or. conſent to - betray him 
'< to -another: For he is the Yice- Roy of 
«< Gad, 1 will. never conceal my Know- 
© ledge of any Conſpiracy againſt him, 
© or. my Coxntry, neither will I diſcover his 
&« Secrers to any, if it ſhould ever be my Ho- 
- © nour to know them.' I will obſcrve .the 
& Traditions of my Fathers, and teach the 
* ſame and no other to. my Poſterity. In fing; 
< I will in all things obey the Laws of this 
* Sacred Kingaom, this Region of Peace, this 
* Garden of Bliſs. All this I ſolemnly ſwear 
ec y the Firſt Father of Light, and by Ne- 
© thing the Profound . Fomb ' of Darkneſ; 
« and by Silence the Companion of that 
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* Depth which no Created Being can tathom, 


© which is the ſame as if I ſhould wiſh my 


« {-If annihilated, if I violate this Oath in 
<« the leaſt Point. | | 

Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath, that 
I can diſtinctly remember, which I here in- 
ſert to ſhew thee what Opinion, theſe People 
have of the Zaw.,which was given to Moſer 
on the 1foxnt, and how they reject the 7 
Tribes that wers left in Paleſtine, and eſteem 


of that Country but as the Land of Deluſe | 


045 ; accounting their own Country the Region 


of Promiſe, and thernſelves the E1e& of God: | 


One would think, that theſe were the Po- 
fterity of the Ten Tribes that were cafried 
away Captives by Salmanaſar King of 4/- 
/yria- And this wag alſo the Opinion of that 
Wanderer, who told me, that both their 
Pentateuch was different from yours, and the 
be:  Larguage 


VI. 
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Language wherein it is written. For he faid, 


it was rather a Diale& of Arabick, in which 
Language thou knowlt God wrote the Tex 


] Commandments on ;the Two Tables: Among 


which one is, Thor ſhalt not Kill, This Pro- 
hivition they ſay, exrends to all Z:zving Crea- 
twrer, tho your Doffors interpret it as 'only 
reaching to en, and ſo do the Chriſtians. 
But the 22afulmans interpret it thus, Thox 
ſhalt neither kill Alan nor Beaſt without -Rea- 


| fon. By which Clauſe, the Beafts are privi- 


legd from the wanton Cruelty of Meng 
who otherwiſe would Murder them only to 
make Sport; yet wicked {cz are not ex- 
empted from a violent Death, as a Puniſh- 
ment of their Crimes. 

This Traveller ſays alſo, that the People of 
that Country are fo healthy that they gene-- 
rally live till they are a Hundred and Twen- 
ty Years old, which is almoſt twice the Age 
of other Mortals- This - he aſcribes to their 
exquiftite Temperance and Moderation in all 
things, as alſo to the Dryneſs of the Soil, and 
to the Force of certain Winds, which conti- 
nually ſweep the Air of this deleCtable Regi- 
on, and purge it of all hurtfpl Qualities. 

If ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, 
he will acquaint thee with a great many 
more delightful Paſſages, which it would be 
too tedious for me to inſert in a- Letter. Be- 
ſides, my Memory is treacherous, and I of- 
ten forget thoſe things atone time, which I 
remember at another : But: if thou arr ſol- 
licitous to hear more, I will oblige thee w 
b all 
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all that T can call to mind ef this Z7aveller [-* 
In another Letter. 

In the mean time, make a right Uſe of 
theſe Hints, and weigh one thing -with ano- T 
ther ; examine all things without Prejudice 
or Partiality. Trafſtno'Man's Reafon but thy 
own in Matters of a diſputable Nature, fince 

| thou haſt as much right to decide the Con- 
troverſy; as any Man. And thus thou wilt 
never become a Zankrupt in Religion, A 


| | 
Paris, 4th. of the 1. foo : 4 
of the Tear 1666. _ BR 3s pe 


LET-j 
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3 LETTER V. 


To. Mohammed Hadgi, Dervich, 
Eremite of Mount Uriel 7 Ara- 


bia,. zhe Happy. 


AS I think, this is the laſt of my Hours in 
this World, and the Firſt of a New Life, 
which I ſhall commence in Immortality. L 
perceive, That the' Fatal Period, the Dfo- 
ment of Tranſmigration, {et by "Deſtiny, is 
approaching» The Cra/is of my Bled is 
diflolving apace, my Spirit Faſtens to ger 
looſe from theſe Afortal Chains : I feel my 
Soul trying and ftretching her Wings, pre- 


| ' paring to take her Eternal Flight to the AKe- 


gion afſign'd her by Goa ..id Nature. 

. I have not Preſumption enough to hope 
for Paradiſe, nor am I ſo abandon'd to De- 
ſpair, as to conclude I ſhall go to Hel. I 
rather believe, Aaraf, or the Place of Priſons, 
will be my Portion ; in Regard I fear the 


- Evils which I have been guilty of, are not 


over-balanc'd by :my- Good Actions, Tis 
well if YVertue has counterpoisd Vice in the 
Courſe of this Mortal Life. However, I am 
refign'd, and commit my felt to the [24n!- 
gent Creator of all Things, who will not 
fail to diſpoſe of me according to the Order 
which he has eſtabliſh'd in the Vnver/e. 


O4 Me- 
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forbear praiſing that Foxntain of all Things, 
I wou d teach the Devils and Damn'd a new 
Leſſon of Patience and Contentednefs, of 


Humility-and Devotion, of Generofity and 


Love, amidſt their. Tremendous Torments. 
{ wou'd ſurvey with an Indifference becom- 


ins a T7ue Believer, the Horrid Abyſs, with 


all irs dreadful Vaults 'and Apartments. I 
wou'd, conſider the Wonderful ArchiteQture 
_ of thoſe Infernal Priſons, the Inexpugnable 
Strength of the Walls; their Prodigious 
Thickneſs and Unmoveable Faftneſs; I. wou'd 
contemplate every Thing with- the Reaſon 
of a Philoſopher, and the Piety of a 4/- 
/alman, not giving my ſelt up to the Paſli- 
ons of a Fool, and an J1»fiae!. 
All this I imagine were eaſy to perform 


n thoſe Fatal Caverns and much more, but; 
God knows how the Experience of ſuch an: 
Intolerable Angvuiſh and Reſtraint, might 


alter a Man's Mind. 


| However, I find it 1{edicinal to think of 
the laſt and worſb Things, to be _—_ pw | 
ol- 


rd for Death, and whatſoever ſha 


ow it; For, Surprizes are apt to unman us, ; 


and plunder us of our Reaſon. ' I was .in 
the Height of a violent Fever, when EL be- 
2un this Letter; yet now tis abated, and I 
palpably feel the'gentle -Returns, of Health 
and Life» This is owing, in my Judgment, 
to the real Belief I had, that. my laſt 
Hour was come, which I have fo long ex- 
pected. And I cou'd almoſt perſwade my 


1h, 
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Methinks were I even in Hell, T cou'd not 


Va 
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or if, That I ſhall diſperſe a Thouſand as 


gr 


= A000 a7 


ladies, recovergout of the moſt dangerous - 
Paroxyſms, and prolong my Days to old+- 
Age, by the mere Force of theſe Contem- 

plations. # | 

My- Faith in this-Point is grounded on * 
Experience :-For, I have often found, That:- 
to be arm'd againſt Calamities with'an even-: 
Mind, 15 either a- fure- Way: to avoid them, - 
or at leaſt to protratt the Seaſon of their 
Arrival And, if there were nothing elſe. 
int, but the rendring 'em more eaſy when 
they come, 'rwere worth:any Man's Pains to-- - 
try the Experiment»: hb 

Doubtlets, there is no Terrour in Death. 
but what the vain Opinion of Men creates-- 
'Tis as pleaſant for a Thinking Man to-die - 
28 -to live,. if it be only for this Reaſon; thats - 
in his Paſſage from the Life he has lead be-- - 
fore, he ſhall not have bare naked 7dea's for? 
his - Contemplation ; but Matter ef Fa&t, 
and the moſt Important, . thatever employ'd* - 
the Souls of Men, : 

O Admirable Sy/var, conſider: with thy - 
felt, whether it will not be highly grateful: 
to thy languiſhing . Soul, when thou..ſhale. 
perceive demonſtratively, .by the -Infallible: 
Enthymema's 'of thy trembling Pillſe, that: 
thouart juſt ready to be relea#d-from the de- 
#itful Sopniltry.of Humane Life!- That thou:: 
art near eſcaping from a narrow Cage :to be 
uporr the. Wing at large, to fly into-the 
Ample” Fields of Beaury, Light and End- 
lels Happineſs: Reflet alſo -at the fams 

| OE Time. , 
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ment to a ſtinking Neft of I«fide/s. 


But why-ſhoud I give them that Re: 
proachful Epithet, when for ought I know,- 


I am a greater fide! my. ſelf> 'Tis true in- 
deed, I am of the Lineage of 1b5rabim, 1/mael, 
and the Holy-Race; I bear.in my Body the 
Seal of a Divine League or Covenant be- 
tween God and Man; LI was circumcis d in 


due Time,. and gave Supreme Glory to Oze. 
Goa, and Honour to Mahomet his eſſen. 


ger. I pronouncd the Seven MHſterions 
Wards, whoſe Sound excites. the Harmony 
of the Spheres, ſets the Angels a dancing, 
puts all Natare into. Motion, and makes 
the Devil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our 


Holy Doftors teach, the very Breath with. 


which that Sacred Confeflion is utter'd,blows 
_ the Aſhes of Hel! into the Eyes of the 
Damn'&, and firikes'em blind. In a Word, 


I have faſted, pray'd, given Alms, and per-. 
' form'd all the External Duties of a Trae. 


Believer ; yet I have Reaſon to fear, that 
the beſt of my- pious Attions are not ſuſhi- 
cient to cancel my Sins.. : My Practice: runs 
counter to my Faith ; there ſeems to be a 
double. Spirit in me, one inclining me to 
Good, and the other forcing me to Evil. 
For, whilſt I really in my Heart believe the 
Alcoran and obey Mahomet, our Holy Law- 
giver, I am compell'd to deny both, to pro- 
teſs the Lite and Manners of a Nazarene, to 
counterfeit an »fide/, an d do a FRIGONS 

0: | orher 
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Time, C Holy Eremite, that I ſhou'd think... } 
it -no. Pain to be freed. from my Confine- - 
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lother ill things, to pleaſe the Grand Signor 
- Jand his Slaves. Thus I play faſt and looſe 
I with God Almighty; and turn Religion into 
Croſs Purpoſes. Yet Heaven knows, and I 
obteſt all the Elements to Witnefs, that I 
wou'd fain be Innocent, and live'in unble- 
aiſh'd Vertue : But the Fatal Neceſfities I 
lie under, conſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe 
of Vice. Which makes me ſometimes cry 
out in the Agonies of my Soul, O God! 7 
pray thee, either to alter my Circumſtances, 
and reform my Natare, or make new Laws 
more eaſy to be kept. 

Venerable and Patient S$/itary, bear with 
my importunate Complaints; and remem- 
ber that though thou art as an Agel tor thy 
Perfe&tions, yet Mahmat is but a Ian, 
ſubje&t to a Thouſand Frailties- Pity him 
a6 continue to afford him thy Sage Coun-' 
ſel; reſt alſo affurd, that amongſt all his 
Infirmities, he ſtill rerains an Inviolable AE 
fection, and Dariful Regard for the Tenant 
of God's Prophet. | | Ll 


Paris, the 22d of the 2d. Ifoon, 
of the Tear, 1666 


> 
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LETTER VI: 


To the Kaimachan. 


Hou mayſt report it to the Divas for: a. 


\ Certainty, That /firammai the Son of 
the Xariph of Salle, 1s taken Priſoner by the 
French. That bold Youth has long rov'd tite 
Seas uncontroul'd ; has done many Injuries to 
the Chriftians, f11'd Salle with Slaves : Now 
he himſelf is become a Captive. Such is the 
Fortune of War by Sea and Land ; to Day 
Triumphant and Viftorious, to - Mofrow 
Vanquiſh'd and in Chains. 

: Yet he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, 


having bravely defended his Veſſel, - and 


ftrew'd the Decks with ſlaughter'd French ; 
nil overpower'd with Numbers, he was :com- 
pelfd to yield. His Enemies extol his 
Courage, and the Greatneſs of his Mind, 
which would not fink under the Preſſure of 
this Misfortune. He ſeem'd to have the Com- 


mand of himfelf, (which is .the moſt Glo- 


rious Victory) and ſuffer d not his Free-born 
Soul, to be led Captive by his Paſſions ; 
but bebav'd-himfelf with ſuch an even Tem- 
per, as. placd him above the Pity of his 
Enemies, and rather made him. the Subject 
of their Emulation. He 1s brought to the 
. Court, where hes is- entertain'd as a Gzeſt, 
rather 
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rather than as a Priſoner : Being invited to 
their Banquets, Masks, Plays, and other 
Divertiſements- Neither is he debarr'd the 
Privilege of Hunting, which-might give kim 


* the faireſt Opportunity to eſcape. But he 


is ignorant of the Zangauage of this Coun- 
try; and few of the French underſtand 
AZoreſco : So that it ivalmoſt impoſſible for 
him to make any Party, or conſulr- his 
Flight, unleſs the. King's Interpreter ſhould 
aſſt him. Befides, the French have a 
higher Opinion of hs Generofity, than to 
apprehend fuch an Inegrateful' Return of 
the Royal! Uſage he finds.in this Conrr. * 
As for ahmat, he has not as yet made 


© himſelf known to this Brave Captive, - But 


if the 4niters of the Divan ſhall- think 


 1t the. Intereſt or Honour of the: Sublime 


Port: to engage in- this Aﬀair, I want bur 
a_ Commiſſion to let. Mirammua. late aihore 
in Africke 

TI will not:hazard ' any thing in- an Afﬀair 
of this Importance, without. an - Order. 
from '-my Saperiours. When their Pleaſure 
is once known, the Execucion-. ſhall be 
ſwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for 
a. Decree of Deſtiny, which . cannot be re- 
peal'd.. _ --- 

The Gvd of our Fathers, who multiply'd. 
the Seed of Iſmae! as the Graſs of the. 
Field, and gave them the Sovereignty over 
many Nations; grant that the Sub/:me Port, - 
which is the Nurſery of the Fairhju?, may 
| always 


[ 
i 
5 
[] 
t 


the Intereſt of the Inuſſulman Empire. 


Paris, the rath. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 


LETTER VIL 


To Hamel Muladdin, Xariph of 
Salle, 


T'HY Son is no longer a Captive, but a 

Conquerour : His firlt Appearance be- 
fore the Ladies of this Court, was an Equi- 
valent to his Ranſom. He is like to do thee 
greater Service by his Chains, than when he 
rang'd the Seas. His Beauty may do more 
Miſchief in France, than alt thy Ships of Par; 
fince it has' already created 'fuch Rivalſhips 
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always take ſuch Meafures as ſhall advance 


and Factions among the Fair Sex, as engages 


the French Gallants on many unhappy Ren- 
counters; and in a tittle time it Will be difft- 
cult for rhe Intereſſtd Sparks, 'to meet and 
part with unſheath'd Swords. Libels and 


| : Panegyricks, divide the Studies of the Wits; 


while one flatters, another lampoons the A- 
morous Females; and 14rammad the [iru- 
ftrious Slave, is all the Talk. In a word, he 
finds'Royal Uſage, having the ney I che 

Wks | 0878; 
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Court ; and all are pleasd with his graceful 
Deportment,. and undiſguiz'd Converfatione 
Every one affe&ts his Company, and he has 
the Fate of Princes, Newer to be alone. His 
Skill in riding, and throwing the Lance, has 
enflam'd the Noble Youth with Martial E- 
mulations: They eſteem A£frammud the. 
moſt accompliſh'd Perſon of this Age. 

Canſt thou now repine at thy Son's Glo- 
rious Thraldom > A Captivity, that loads 
him with ſo many Honours ? That lays his 
Conquerours at his Feet 2 And ſubdues all 
Hearts to his Matchleſs Perfeftions 2 His 
Followers find Friendſhip among. the I»fi- 
aels for his fake: *T were to be wiſh'd, that 
equal Humanity were ſhew'd to- the Chrr- 
ftian Slaves in Barbary. I tell thee, thy Son 
is ſo admir'd and lov'd, that all thy Treaſure 
will not redeem him. The French are gene- 
rous, and ſcorn to ſell the Brave for Gold. 
They will ſooner give thee- thy Son again, 
expecting from his Gratitude, a Recompence 
furpaſſing the Value of Money ; thar is, an 
Inviolable obſerving the Conditions of Peace, 
which they fay, thou haſt ſo often broke. 
Thy Embaſſagers are expected here, to con- 
ſummate a'laſting Friendſhip» When that 
is done, thou wilt quickly ſee thy Son return, 
attended by a numerous Train of ' French, 
who have vowd: to follow his Fortune 
through the World, io long as he draws not 
his Cymetar againſt their Kzyge ay + 

I have difpatch'd an Account of this Ad- 
venture to the Xa:zachay, thar ſo the _ 

| ine 
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lime Port, which gives-the Law. to-all thie 


Kings on the Earth, may-intereſs it (elf on 


thy Behalf. The French ſeem to have a pro» 
found Attach to the Ortoman Empire : Whe- 


ther it proceeds not.. more- from - Fear, and” 


the Principles of Policy, than from any real 


Love to the /1u{[ulmans, 1 will not deter- } 


min2. They ſpeak reverently of the Grand 
Signior, covet his Friendſhip, and applaud the 


Victorious Enterprizes of- the Zrwe Believers. 


Indeed they are Naturally a Martial People, 
and honour all Men of brave Spirits: and 
daring Reſolurions. They: have this parti- 
- cular Reaſon alſo to bear Friendſhip to the 
Invincible Oſmans, becauſe we are almoſt con- 
tinually in Wars with the Houſe of Auſtria, 
the Old Enemy. of. France. The Germans 
arxe-wont to:ſay, That the Dragons Head and 


Tail are in Conjunition, when the Turks and” 
the French invade the. Empire: at the fame- 


time. Theſe are-numbred among the Con- 
ftellations by Aſt rologers, to which the Ger- 


mans allude in this Proverb ; being ever Jea- 


lous of ſome private Treaty between the S1- 
tan and the French Cort. 

God, who is the Yet of the Wiſes, in-- 
truſt thee to adjuſt thy Differences Happily 
with this Noble Nato, that fo thou may: 
ſee thy Son again in Peace at Sa/te. 


Paris,. the 14th of the 3d, Xoong 
of the Tear 1666. + 


ae eh a tas ry Aa hay foo © ay === 3 ry ay 
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LETTER VII. 
1 To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Mas 


| ſter of the Cuftoms, as Con- 
T ftantinople. 


fJPn my Ward, thy Letter camein « Cri- 
tical Hour,to prevent, for ought I know, 
more Miſchief than could have. been repair'd 
again all the Days of my Life-. I have bur 
juſt taken my. Eyes off from it, and ſet 
Pen to Paper, to-expreſs my Thanks to 
thee for the Care: thou tak'ſt of thy Exil'd 
Brother ; for the Poſt goes this Night, and 
I have appointed to meet El/tachin the Jew 
with ſome” Armenians within theſe few Mi- 
rates. It had been an Unfortunate Meet- 
ing for me, had. not thy Ds/patch come fo 
opportunely to give me Warning of: our 
Couſin Solymar's Perfidy : For theſe Farr'd- 
Caps are his Spies and Confidents. The Back- 
Blows of Tagot, Negiaber, and the Great 
Devil, be upon him and them. What have 
I done to that; Unerateful Villain, to merit 
ſuch ill Offices from him ? - But upon thee 
be the Mercies of- Ged, the Favours of his 
\ Prophet, and the BenediCtions of all good 
Men and Angels: For thou art to me as 
' one of the Watchers above, more than. a 
Brother +. Thou art the Txtelar Genius of 
my Life, my gaod Demon in time of Dan- 
BEre "$7 | We 
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We had deſign d this Evening for a pri- 
vate Banquet of Wine, which, thou know- 
eſt, dilates the Hearts of Mortals, un- 
locks Secrets, and makes the moſt re- 
ſery'd Man iu the World too Talkative and 
CRM: 5 or rtirnkin 
I keep as great- a Guard upon my 
Tongue, perhaps, as another ; but God knows 
how far. I might have been tempted by 
ſuch good Company, to let jg looſe for the 
fake of Diſcourſe: For theſe Fellows are 
ſoft as the Air in: their Addreſs and Con- 
verſation ; they appear as Innocent as Sarz- 
tones ; fincere as Hades's; Loyal and Court- 
ly as the Pages of the Serail!. They would 
wheedle Ninety Nine of Arg#s's Eyes out 
-S 6 Head fucceffively, before he miſs'd 
They came firſt to Paris, as Iderchants ; 
and no daubr, but Solyman had given 'em 
Inſtruetions how-- to - infinuate into E/:a- 
chim's Acquaintance, and ſo by Degrees in- 
to. mine» For that honeſt Jew trades 
with People of all Nations and Chara- 
Gers. | | 
- However it be, I remember, the very 
Words which thou infſerteſt -in thy Letter, 
were ſpoken by me in Company with theſe 
Znfiaels. But I ſhall find a way to be even 


with them, and S$/zman too, before they'll 


dream of it. | 
In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if 
ever it ſhall be thy Misfortune to be in the 
like Peril ; Deſtiny or Chance, ro or 
; ate 
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Fate may raiſe ſome Friend to give thee a 
Caution; and that thou may'ft not with 
the Unhappy Czfar, negle& to read it in 
times 

I'm now going to encounter theſe G:a- 
fers ; perhaps I ſhall catch 'em in their 
own Snares» If not, I'll fecure they ſhall 
not catch'me- _. | 2 

Dear wm 'may thy Sox! repoſe under 
the Prote6tion of God. | 


Paris; the uſt; of the 5th. oor, 
of the Tear Mod RY 


LETTER 
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LETTER 1X. 
Fo Dignet Oglou.- 


TO whom ſhould I complain in my Ad- 

* veriity, but to my Friend? I have been 
more embaraſs'd within theſe Two Aoonr, 
than through all the former Courſe of my 
Life. Troubles .of divers kinds throng in 
upon me» I ſeem like a Butt. or Mark where- 
at every Species of Misfortune, like a skil- 
ful Archer, direts the Fatal Arrows of. irs 
Malice, I am near overwhelm-d with Ca- 
lamities. Heaven and Earth are ſet againſt 
me, and all the Elements conſpire my 


Ruine. Yer no Perſecution appears ſo terrt | 


ble as that of-Men, nor. any AﬀMfiftion fo 
poignant .as that. which proceeds from the 
Ingratitude, and.-Perfidy of .my own Conn- 
try-men, Perſons related to me by Blood. 
Age and much Sickneſs have confin'd me 


to my Bed for a conſiderable time, which is 


no.ſmall Alloy ro. Humane Fappineſs. But 
to render me perfeftly miſerable, rhe 2211- 
ſters of the Por: are angry with me for be- 
ing Old and Infirm, and for not continuing 
to ſerve the Grand Signior, with the ſame 


Vigor and Strength as formerly : Elſe what 
mean the frequent Reproaches they ſend me,. 


whilſt I am not in a Condition to anſwer 
them, or. make an Apology for. my ſelf? 
Would 
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Would. they have me Immortal;. and Proof 


againſt: che ſtrokes of Deſtiny and Dearh, 
which thou know'it are Unavoidable ? 
Whilſt I- were in my Prime, Healthy: and 


- Strong-as an Eagle, they encourag'd me wich 


the taireſt Promiſes in the World, telling me 
I ſhould never want for Money, or the Pro- 
tetion of the Grand Sipvier Yeteven then 


I receiv?d not my Pen/on without Murmurs . 


and obſcure Menaces. So hard a thing it is 
tor Conrtiers to be touch d with any Man's 
Neceſſities. But now they threaten: plainly 
to ſtop all farther Supplies, unleſs 1 will 
grow Young again, and do Bufineſs as -brisk- 
ly as when Fd number'd but Thirty Syrz- 
mers, Thus they.ferve poor /dahmar, as we 
uſe Oranges and Limons, whoſe vital Spi- 
rit when we have ſuck'd out, we throw the 
reſt away as unprofitable. Yet not one of 


\ them will contribute in the leatt to my Re- 


covery. Only the generous Cara Hals, our 
beloved Friend, hearing of my Malady, ſent 
me a ſtrange Chymical Liquor, with the Ce- 
lebrated Confe&tion E! Razi, ſome Bezoar; 
and the moſt precious Balm of Gilead: All 
prepar'd to my Hand, with DireRtions, and 
{-al'd with an Authentick S$:2ner. 

Theſe indeed had a marvellous Operati- 


-. on 6n me. I tried them but Yeſterday, and 


find my ſelf ſuddenly reſtor'd to ſome De- 
grees of Health, as by a Miracle. Whe- 


ther it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for that 


Excellent Phy/ician, with the Confidence I 
repoſe in his Skill ard Judgment, _ 
| ome 
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ſome Influence on me, or what elſe I know | 
not; (yet, we uſe to obſerve, thatthe Pa-. 


tient's good Opinion of his Phyficians is half 
a Cure : ) However, theſe Sovereign Medi- 
cines have inſpird me with a new Energy. 
And had I not . other Afﬀiictions to break 
my Heart, I cou'd almoſt promiſe my ſelf 
to reach the Age of Neſtor. But my. Vnfor- 
tanate Stars will have it otherwiſe, and I am 
refign'd to Deſtiny. 

' Thou know'it my Couſin S$lymnarn, the 
Tarbant-Maker, and art no Stranger to. his 
Humours and Fortune : What an unſetled 
Man he. has been in the whole Courſe of 
his Life: That no Employment cou'd ever 
pleaſe him, nor. he be long fix'd in” any 
Place. How he has rambl'd from Coyſtar- 
tinople-to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, 
&c. Always murmuring againſt. Heaven, 
and complaining of his hard Fate, in that 
he was not. bred a Courtier, a Student, a Sol- 
dier or any Thing but what he really is. 
Thou art acquainted alſo with ſome of his 
Religious Caprices, how he is addicted to 
doing the Book, making the Triple Kneor, and 
to a Thouſand other fooliſh Superſtitions; 
by which whilſt he afpires at the Charatter 


of a Sage, or: a Cunning Man, he renders 


himſelf more Contemptible than an Idiot ; 
forfeiting the Eſteem of all wiſe and good 
Men, for the Sake of a little: Fame and 
noiſy CharaGter among the Empty, Giddy 


Multitude- | 


But, 
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Bur after all, I believe thou art wholly a 
Stranger to his Secret Malice, and the Ran- 
cour with which he perſecuted me, his poor 
Exii'd Uncle. I my felf was deceiv'd by the 
Subtle Apology he made ſome Years ago for 
the Slanders his Tongue had utter'd ; when 
he transferr'd all the Guilt of that Injury 
on Shaſhim Iſtham, the Black Exnuch, and 
Ichings Cap Oglani, Aſafter of the Pages, 
But now I'm convinc'd he's a Trayter, 2 
Villain, and a Fellow void of Faith or Ho- 
neſty. 

I receiv'd a Letter from him within theſe 
ſeven Days, full of Tender and Infinuatin 
Expreſſions, thanking me for all the goo 
Offices I had- done him, and for my ſeaſon- 
able Counſel in ſeveral Caſes. Profeffimg 
alſo at the ſame time an Inviotable 'Friend- 
ſhip, and that' he would make it his Study 
to do'me ſome Effe&tual Service, Yet the 
next Poſ# brought me a Ds:/patch from my 
Brother Peſtels Hali, wherein he bids me 
beware of So/yman; afiuring me that he had 
good Reaſon to ſuſpe&t, that Couſin of 'mine 
had ſome ill Deſign upon me. This is" cer- 
tain, ſays my Brother, S$/ymay boaſts ro his 
Familiars not without ſome Inſult, that there 
1s: not a Word or Action eſcapes his Uncle 
Atahmut at Paris, but he- is ſoon inform'd 
of 1s at Conſtantinople, And that which 
confirms me in the ſame Jealouſy wirh Pe- 
ffeli is, That he inſerts in his Letter to me, 


fome Paſſages and Diſcourſes Verbatim, 


which I muit needs own to have been- be- 
| tween 
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tween me and Eliachin the Few, with two 


or three Armenian Merchants, in our moſt. 


private Meetings. at Eltachim's Houſe or my 
Chamber. Theſe he learnt from fome of 
So/yman's molt Intimate Companions. 

What can I makecof all this, but that theſe 
Armenians are of Solyman's Council,. his Pri- 
vaao's, his Chronee's, &c. whom having. Bu- 
fineſs of their own at Paris, that perfidi- 
ous Wretch has. engag'd to pry into my Se- 
crets; to give him a conſtant Account of 
what Diſcoveries they make, and it . poſſi- 
ble to trepan me into ſome Irrecoverible 
Error in my. Conduct, that ſo he may final. 
Iy ruine me. 

O Mabomet ! What is become of the Re- 


verence due. to thy Sacred. Name, to thy 


Law, and to the Book, pennd in Heaves ? 
Where is the duſſulman Faith and Integri- 
ty? The Religious Faſtneſs of Friendſhip, 
with which our Fathers | pp up one ano- 
ther in-the Service of God and the Empire of 
: True believers ? But there is no need of ex- 
claiming againſt Faith and Piety on this Ac- 
comnt: Humane Nature it felt is Reſpon- 
_ ible for the'Baſenefſs and Ingratitude of my 
Kinſman. He no longer deſerves the Cha- 
rater of a Man. I adviſe thee to ſhunthis 
' Company as a Peſt, a walking Contagion, 


among Mortals. y 


In a word, dear Gzet, let not- thou and I 
ſuffer our ſelves to be carried away by a vain 
Pity or Tenderneſs for any Man, tho' he be 
the Son of a Mother's Siſter ; fance there is 

no 


T, 
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no Truſt in Fleſh and Blood : But let us 
learn the Maxims of French Wiſdom, which 
teach Men to lay the Foundation of their 
own Happineſs, in ſmiling at the Misfortunes 
of others» : 


Paris, the 14th. of the 6th. Icon, 
of the Tear 1666. <4 


EET TER X. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Ottoman 
Empire, 


REtides the General CharaGters of Countries, 

and the People Inhabiring there, #t is ne- 
ceſlary for thee to be informd of Particular 
Emergencies, and ſuch Events, as deſerve a 
Place in the Eternal Records of the Ottoman 
Monary, the Fifth and Laſt mw the World. 
That fo the Anifters of the Auguſt Divan, 
the deſtin'd Arbitrators of the Univerſe, 


4 Jadges of all Humane Af airs, and Counſellors 


of the Great. Sultan, may in the Sacred 
Code, as in a Mirrour, behold whatever hap- 
pens in the diſtant Clmates, worthy of Re- 


mark» - 
P | | After 
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After the Salutations; therefore, proceeding | 
from groumd Humility, entire Reſpect, and* 


perfett Friendſhip; know that a devouring 
Peſtilence has lately made a Fatal Decima- 
tion in the Exg/i/h Territories, eſpecially in 
Lonan, the Capital City of that 1lavd, where 
abovea Hundred Thouſand Sos, ſtruck with 
Inviſible Darts trom God, went off the Stage 
of Humane Life, in l:{s than Six Afoons Re- 
volution. 


- The dire Contagion by Degrees ſpread far. 


ther through the Adjacent Provinces, and 
reach?d the moſt remote and ſolitary Cor- 
ners of the Land : Death ſet his Srandard 
up, proclaiming Open War againſt the Inha- 
birants; with flying Troops of MortalPlagres, 
he ravaged o'er the ſe, filling all Parts with 


doleful Cries and Lamentarions : The Cz- 


meteries were not large enough ro hold rhe 
Carkaſſes of ſuch as fell before the dreadful 
Conqueronr : But open Fields were turn'd 
to Sepulchers, and cramm'd with Spoils of 
Humane Race : An Univerſal Defolation 
reign'd: Deatn celebrated Cruel Triumphs 
every_where. | | 

Sch as pretend- to Aſirology and hidden 
Sciences, will have this to be an EfleSt of 
the late Comet which appear'd at the End 
of rhe Year 1664, whilit others attribute 
it to n-arer Natural Cauſes; and ſome con- 
clude it is a ſudgment ſent from Heaven, 
on that Reb:1irors People, who a few Years 
before had involyd the 771509 in a Ci 


; 
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Far, and batbarouſly Maflicr'd their King 
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| Ged only knows the Truth that is conceal'd 
'from Man- 
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Thou mayſt Regiſter . alfo, "That the 
Queen-Mother of France is newly dead, 
and the *Crook-back'd Prixce of Conti. 
On which Account, this Corr is now in 
Mourning, and the Charches hung with 
Black, whilſt Melancholy Bells, perpetu- 
ally. invite the Zivizg to pray for the 
deceaſed Royal Sonls; and deep baſs d Or- 
gan Pipes breathe out Inceſſant doleful A- 
ſpirations, ſounding like Inarticulate Pray- 
ers, and Funeral Sighs, for the depar- 
ted. In this the Nazarenes approach near 
to the Faith of True Believers, They 
give Alms alſo, as we- do, and ſettle Sti- 
pends on certain Prieſts and Derviches, 
to mumble over daily aſſes for-the Dead; 
which is an evident Sign, That they have 
Hopes of Immortality, and look for the 
Re(urreition, Doubtleſs, there's ſomething 
Good at the Bottom of all Religions, tho' 
ir be overlaid with Errors and Corrupti- 
ONS» 

God direct us through the Meanders, 


-which- Humane Frailty invoives us in; 


and grant every A1nſſulman a Partica- 
lar Chart and Compaſs, whereby to 
ſteer his Courſe through the uncertain 
Traits of Adortal Life; that he may 
at laſt arrive in Paradiſe» For we ſhall 
no_ find the Way thither by General 
Rules. 


P 2 | Illuftrious 
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. . Nluftrious Hamer, IT pray that thou: and 
IL may at a deſtind Hour, encounter one 
another «in the Walks of Eder, there to 
converſe under Immortal Shades near to 
ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs Wine 
or Water; to revolve our paſt Fatjgues on 
Earth, and to careſs our ſelves in the Se- 
curity of Exaleſs Bliſs. | 


Paris, the 15th. of the 7th. 240, 
of the Tear 1666. 
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LETTER AL. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
Vienna. 


"yr and thy feign'd I4//ias be damn'd 
together ;for Company! Mult I be 
baulkt of my Money, for the Sake of your 
New S-per/tition? How many Anu 
have ye had, Twenty Five at leaſt, beſides rhe 
$ou of Mary, who is acknowledg'd and 
bleſs'd for ever> Muſt all the World be 
bubbl'd to Eternity by the Fav/es of your 
Nation ? Curſe: upon your Rabs:'s and Co- 
chams, thoſe Pimps to the more Religious 
Debauchery of Mortals- Nathan, I took 
thee for another Manner of Man. However, 
if thou art a Sworn Servant to Sabbati Sewi, 
the new Sham-King of the Jews, I have no- 
thing to fay to it: Do as thou wilt. Bur, 
I dare be a Prophet fo far as to tell thee, 
thou. wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, with. 
the Reſt of the Fools, thy Bigotted Bre- 
thren- Ler what will be, it behoves thee as 
an honeſt Man to tranſmit the Bills that are 
entruſted to thee. Whether Sabbati Sew, 
Ben Joſeph or Ben Dawvia be the Name of 
your expeRted eſtas, I wou'd nor have 
Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 

F:23 ful,. 
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ful, and the few others that are entruſted 
with the Sublime Affairs ; and let all the 
Reſt of the Common Jews go to Gehenna, or 
to the Yale of Tophet, which you pleaſe. But 
I wou'd fain have thee in the Number of 
the Righteozs, who ſhall pofleſs Paradiſe. 
Some of thy Letters have encourag'd me to 
hope for this, but thy Iaft makes me almoſt 
deſpair of ſeeing thee happy either in Thi; 
' World or the Next: For, thou writeft like 
on2 in a Parenſy,' raving on Chimara's of 
ftrange Honour, Glory and Power which 
$hou ſhalt ſhortly enjoy in the Xngaom of 
thy Phantaſtick Meſſias ; thou art already 
a Prince in thy own Conceir. 

For Ged's Sake, Nathay, wean thy ſelf 
from theſe Religious Fondneſſes: Awaken 
thy Reaſon, which 1s the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of a Man. Examine, the Grounds of 
this New Deluſion ; fearchinto the Birth and 
Origin of Sabbat: Sew, and thou wilr find 
him to deſcend of an Obſcure and Baſe Pa- 
rentage; his Father being but a Kind of 
Munegrel Jew, and by Profeſſion an V/arer, 
which is forbid by the Pritien Law of /11- 


es, and in the Great Alcorar it 15 account-- 


ed Execrable : His Mother a Woman of the 
Cards, ſuſpetted for a tch, .in Regard, 
moſt of that Infidel Nation practiſe Magick 
Arts, and Diabolical Charms. And *tis not 
altogether improbable, that your Counter- 
feit eſſtas was educated privately by her 
in the ſame Studies, whence he learn'd the 
; | | Methods. 
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Methods of Enchantments and Illufions, 
to deceive the Sences and.impoſe on the Rea- 
ſon of Mankind+. 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are 
more Eyes on him and his Actions, than 
he is aware of; and I my ſelf at this Di- 
{tance have receiv'd a particular Relation of 
his Lite, from ſuch as knew him a Youth at 
Smrna, the Place of his Natwity. He is 
accusd of many Vices and Extravagances 


during his early Years, His Converſation 


was wild and diflolute, being a noted 1a-- 
morato or Stallion over all that City. For 
which and ſome other Crimes, he was expel- 
led the Synagegae, and baniſh d from Sr3rn7, 
by the Mutual Conſent of the I744ſalman + 
Caai, and your own Rulers, He was allo 
excommunicated by the Ra#5:'s as a Here- 
tick, for broaching certain . Doftrines repug- 
nant to your Zaw, and the General- Farh 
of the Jews. All which cannot but be a 
prevailing Recommendation of him to the 
Office of eſ/ias or King of 1/ract!. 

From hence he rambled up and down the 
Area and other Provinces of Greece, lea- 


ving a Memorial of Infamy, where-ever he 


ſet his Foot ; continually marrying and di- 
vorcing of Wives, debauching Virgins, and 
frequenting the Company of Harlots, till 
thoſe Countries grew weary of him, and 
threaten'd to chaſtiſe his Wickedneſs. Then 
he paſs'd over into $yri4 and Paleſtine, be- 
ginning to ſet up for a Reformer of your 

| P4. Law 
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Law, and at Jeruſalem openly profeſling 
himſelf to be the eſtas ; whereby he drew 
a Rabble of Lunaticks and Frantick People 
after him. But as tor the $075 and Go- 
vernoars, they have rejected him as an /m- 
poſtore | 

Conſider, Nathar, the Fate that befel Ber 
Cechab, as he call d himfelf, that is, the Sox 
of a Star, who pretended to be the eſtas 
in the Days of Adrian, Emperour of the 
Romans; Reflect on the Calamities which 
overwhelm'd him- and his Followers, to the 
Number of Four Hundred Thoufand Jews ; 
who all fell with their Falſe Prophet, Sa- 
crifices to the juſt Revenge and Fury of that 
Incens'd Monarch : For they had impudent- 
ly boafted that by ſuch a prefix'd time, he 
fhould bz taken Captive and depos'd from 
his Throne by the Zeſ/zas, who ſhould al- 
fume the Imperial Dignity , and all the 
World ſhould obey him. But when thoſe 
who fſurviv'd the Slaughter of their Brethren, 
reflected on the Author of ſo Tragical a Ca- 
taftrophe, they changd his Name in Con- 
tempt and Hatred, calling him no longer 
Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cu- 
ziba, the Son of a Lye, a Falſe Prophet, and 
Seducer of the Brethren. 

Thou haſt all the Reafon in the World, 
ro have no better Opinion of S$Sabbati Sew, 
fince he is rejeted by the Wiſer Sort of 
7Tews, and has not perform'd one Miracle 
in Confirmation of his pretended 2eſſias- 


ſhip. 
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(ip: Neither has any uncommon or pres + 
rernatural Appearance happen'd before oz 
fince he aflum'd this Dignity. Whereas all 
your Rabbis teach, that. no. leſs- than Ten 
Eminent and Remarkable Prodigies ſhall - 
precede the Coming of your A7//:iz5; And 
I remember, thou thy ſelf abour Ten Years 
ago ſenteſt me a Letter much to the ſame 
Effecb, telling me that certain Monſtrous 
Sorts of Men ſhould come from the Ends 
of the Earth, whoſe Eyes ſhall be as Ve- 
nomous as Baj#iks, with a great many & - 
ther Stories of like Nature.. 
Haſt thou forgot this, Nathan, or art © 
thou ſo far infatuated wirh the bold Im- 
poſtures of this. Impudent Deceiver, as for © 
his ſake, ro. deny thy former Faith, re- 
verſe thy own Sentiments, and giſfannul- + 
the Traditions of thy Dottors ? For ſhame © 
rowze up thy Intellectual: Faculties, and - 

ſuffer not. thy Reaſon to be lull'd- a- 
{kep by the Preſtigious Umbrages and. -- 
Charms of a Ikewd: Vagrant; .& Wizard, a -- 
Cheat. 
Have but Patience at leaſt, till. thou: - 
ſe thoſe Signs accompliſh'd. which are to- - 
uſher in your #/{as, before' thou: give: - 
up thy felt to- ſo: dangerous a- Creduliry.. - 
Let the Sun firſt emict thoſe Peſtilential: - 
Vapours, whicit ſhall kill a Million of the--- 
Koprim or" Infidels every. Day, as your Tr a-- - 
ditions threaten» Let that Luminary be alfo: - 
totally. eclips?d. for the ſpace: of Thirty: - 
FP 5; Days. -- 
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Days. In a word, let all the other Pro- 
digies come. to paſs, which thou thy ſelf 
didſt once fo paſſionately believe: And 
then I promiſe thee on the Word of a 


AMuſſulman, that I will be thy Proſelyte, | 


and embrace thy Law, and adore thy 1e/- 
fas 3 on condition, that otherwiſe thou wilt 
be my Convert, believe the Alcorar, and 
obey the Meſſenger of God, the Laſt and 
Seal of the Prophets. | 


Paris,. the 11th» of the gth» Joon, 
of the Tear 1666 
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LETTER XI. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Jam afraid the Divan will be oblig'd to 
= {end another Agent to Vienna, to ſupply 
the Place of Nathan Ben Saddi, who is 
running mad after the New /e//as of the 
Jews. There ts no doubt but thou and the 
other Happy AA4nifters, reſiding at the Anu- 
g£ult Port, have heard of a certain 1mpoſtor at 
Smyrna, by Name Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew 
Race, who calls himfſelt the Only begotten Son 
of God, Meſſias and Redeemer of 1/rael ; 
and what Multitudes of doting Credulous 
Jews he draws after him- So that there 1s 
a Schiſm broke out between them, and they 
are divided into Two contrary FaCHons both 
in S9yr14, and all over the Levasxt. Ir is Im- 
poſhible'thart theſs things ſhou!d be conceal- 
ed from the Re/p/edent Seat of Fame, fince 
they have reach'd even our Ears who dwell 
at this Diſtance: Nay there is hardly a Pro- 
vince or City in all the 2YeF, which has not 
receiv'd Intell:gence of fo Remarkable a No- 
velty. | 
' I have receivd a Diſpatch from Zeras A- 
lamanzs at Fenice, wherein he informs me, 
that all the Jews of Ttaly are preparing to 
vifit the Holy Land, and to ſee the Face of 
their long expected e//ias, who hos ne | 
zelizve 
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believe is really come on Earth, and is that 
Sabbaii Sevi, at Smyrna, They are ſettling 
their Atfairs, as faſt as they can, acquitting 
_ themſelves from all Worldly Engagements, 
and thoſe who are devout, give themſelves 
up to Prayer and Mortifications ; whilſt o- 
thers ſpend their time in Feaſting, Dancing, 
and all manner of Mirth. He ſays, fome of 
them will fit or ſtand up to the Noſe in Wa- 
ter, for Four and Twenty Hours together. 
And this they do in Imitation of Adam's 
Penance, according to their Traation : For 
they are taught, that the Firſt Father of 
Mortals, after he was baniſh'd from Pa- 
radiſe, as a Puniſhment for his Sin, ſtood a 
Hundred. and T hirty Years together in Wa- 
ter thus reaching to his Noſtrils. 

- Others of theſe Superſtitious People, will 
fit naked many Hours together on a Heap of 
Piſmires, till they're almoſt ſtung to Death. 
A third Sort dig their own Graves, and going 
down into them,cauſe themſelves to be cover» 
ed all over with Earth,except.only theirFaces; 
and in this Condition. they will lie till they 
are almoſt famiſh'd. 

In. the mean while, they ſend Circular Let- 
ters from all Parts, congratuling each others 
approaching Happineſs and Deliverance from 
the Opprefſion of the Genti/es : For fo they 
term all that are not of their own 1IVations 
And in theſe mutual Addrefles, they fail not 
to Propheſy, That theic 2e//ias ſhall in ſuch 
a on, go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 
Iſmachtes, and Lord of all the _— " 
Afoa 
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Aoab and Edom ; (So they. blaſpheme our 
Glorious Sltan.) That he ſhall depsſe him 
from. his Throxe, and lead him away Cap- 
tive ; after which he ſhall have the Domi- 
nions. of the whole Earth laid at his Feer. 
With ſuch kind of wild Stuff, do theſe de- 
hided. People flatter one another and them- 
{clves, as if in a little rime they were to be 
Lords of all Things.. So that no Trading, or 


Commerce goes torward among them :. An 


Univerſal Stop is put ro all Buſineſs ; it be- 
ing elfteem'd an Inexpiable Sin, to follow 
their Trades in the Days of the 7eſſias, who 
is to enrich them with the Wealth of all Na- 
FLO05S, 

Strange Rumours are ſpread abroad, of the 
Return of the Ten Tribes, over the River 
Sabbation, who were carried away Captives 
by Salmanafſer King of Afſſyria, and never 
were heard of fince, till now they diſcourſe 
of their being encamp'd in the De/art of 
Mount $inati, in their March to the Holy Land; 
'Tis reported alto, that a Mighty Fleet of 
Ships was ſeen at Sea, whoſe Sails-were of Sa- 
tin, and their Streamers bore the Figure of a 
Lyon, with this Inſcription, The Lyon of the . 
Tribe of Fudah. 

The Chriſtians ſeem aſtoniſh'd. at thefe 
things, yet ſome look on 'em only as Dreams. 
As tor honeſt El:achim here, he is no more- 
mov'd at theſe things than I ; only he laughs 
at the Folly of the Credulous World, and 
curſes the Fews, for bringing fuch Contempt 
on themſelves and their Poſterity.. But _ 

, TRAan 
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than is like one Hag-ridden, or defil d by the. 
Lamieof the Night. He has loſt all Rea- 
ſon, and 'twill be no leſs than a Miracle that 
| muſt reſtore it again» 
| Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe Execrable 
People thus Ilofe themſelves tor the Sake of 
their Counterfeit MMeſſias, let us continue to 
honour the Tre One, even Jeſus the Sox of 
Mary, who is now in; Paraaiſe, and our He!y 
Prophet with him- 


Paris, the 21ſt. of the gth. A4oon, 
' of the Near 1666» . 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Murat Baſla. 


His has been a Conſiderable Year of 

Actions and Events. At the Beginning 
of it, I ſent to the Port an Account of the 
Death of the Lxeen-/Mother of France, and 
of the Prince of Conti: Now I will far- 
ther inform thee of a Yar that is broke out 
between this Crows. and that of England. 


The Occaſion of it was this: The Eng/;/þ 


and the. Hollanders trafficking in America, 
had ſome Miſunderſtandings and Feuds a- 
bout the Limits of their ſeveral Conqueſts 
in thoſe Remote Parts of the 7or/a. The 
Hellanaers being the ſtrongeſt, did many In- 
juries to their Neighbours the Ezgl:;/p, and 
domineer'd over them as their Lords. The 
Engliſh reſenting this very heinoufly, and. 
grown weary. of their Oppreflions, ſent 
Complaints to their K:”g. He to redreſs his 
Subjects order'd his Refident at the Hagre, 
to demand Satisfaction of the Srares They 
refusd to do him that Juſtice; upon which 
he was reſolvd tro have Recourſe to. his 
Arms, and accordingly proclaim'd War a- 
gainſt Holland, making all neceſſary. Prepa- 
rations to carry it: on. The fame did his 
Adverfaries, The French Kivg in the mean 
time, was oblig'd by a Treaty with the Hol- 
2 lauders 
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linders concluded in the Year 1662. to e- 
ſpouſe their Quarrels; yet that he might not 
break wirh Ezz/and raſhly, he firſt ſent an 
Embaſſador to that Court to mediate a 
Peace. But that proving IneffeQual ,- lie 
proclaim'd a War againft that Nation, and 
commanded the Engliſh Embaſſador to de- 
part- his. Kingdom. The Dake of Beaufort, 
who. is Admiral at $24, was order d to Equip 
a Gallant Fleet, and joyn the Datch-Navy; 
Which he perform'd withall Imaginable Di-+ 
ligence and Expedition» There has been *' 
T wo Combats between theſe Enemies at Sea, 
and: in. both the Datch had the worſt of it 
Neither did the French eſcape without: ſome 
Loſs, having T wo of their Greateſt Ships fe- 
verely ſhatter:d, and. a. Third. taken by the 
Engliſh. EE” 

The Plagae ſtill rages-in England, and has 
almoſt depopulated whole Provinces. Whilſt 
a milder Death has robb'd France of one of 
her Greateſt Heroes :. The Cormnt. 4 Harcoart, 
of whom I have often made mention, is gone 
ro celebrate the Triumphs due to his Yalour 
and Fortune in anather Ford. 

The Emperozr of Germany has at laſt mare 
ried the 1nfanta of Spain, after abundance of 
Demurrs and Heſttatiens-abour that. Buſineſs. 
Theſe {Vazarenes can do nothing. with Ex- 
pedition-. The Spiritzal. Courts, as they call 
them, have more Tricks and Cramp Words 
to amuze People with; than an [dias 
Mountebank, or Juggler. Neither are Sove- 
reign Princes more exempt from w_ uris 

10N,, 
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diction, than the meaneſt of their Subieats. 
Eſpecially the Coxrt of Rome, can make or 
annul Marriages at Pleaſure. And they are 
{ure to be Excommunicated, who refuſe to 
ſubmir ro their Orders. This Holy Court can 
alſo bmd or releaſe $i»s, open or ſhut the 
Gaczes of Paraaife, make 2 Dewil a Saint, or 
a Sainta Devil, Ina word, they can do e- 
very thing if there be Gold in the Cale. But 
if that be wanting they can do nothing but 
ſhrug their Shoulders. 

Thou mayſt alſo inform the Divan, that 
tne French King has given Permiſſion to fome 
of his S#bjefs, to undertake a Congueſt in 
America, and eſtabliſh a Commerce in that 
Part of the Wor/d. Many Veſlels are equip- 
ped in Order to this Expedition,and they that 
are concern'd in the Voyage, are as merry as 
Faſon and his Argonants, when they were pre- 
paring to fetch the Golden Fleece trom Colchos, 
That Weſtern Continent affords immenſe 
Riches, and tempts all the Nations in Ex- 
rope, to make an Experiment of their For- 
tune, in gaining. one Part of it or other. 
*'T were to be wiſh'd it lay nearer to the Ot- 
toman Empire.» No Record can diſcover 
the Origin of the Inhabitants, yet moſt Ar 
thors conjecture, that they paſs'd over from 
the North-Eaſt Parts of Aſia, where the 
Streights of Anian are very Narrow, and 
would invite. Sea-faring Men to ſeek New 
Adventures. Beſides, by their being Canz- 
bals it appears very probable, That "= 
[4 
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they deſcended *'from the. Tartars, or the 
Tartars from them. God alone knows how 
ro adjuſt the. Differences, and reveal the 
Secrets of Hijtory. 

Brave Baſſa, *Tis no matter. from what 
Srock we are deſcended, ſo long as we have 
Vercue. For that alone is the only True 
Nobility. Goa regale thee with his Fa- 
VOUrc. | 


Paris, the 3oth- of the gth. Ifoon, 
of the Tear 1666, © 


LETTER 


FT a 


: 
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LESTER KI. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma- 
ſter .of* the Cuſtoms, axd Super- 
intendent of the Arſenal at Con- 
ſtantinople. 


V Hen I hear of thy Proſperiry, my 

Heart,1s dilated like his who has 
found hidden Wealth. Yet I am forry for 
the Diſgrace of the good Old Man, thy Pre- 
azceſſor : But we muſt not cenſure the Con- 


- dutt of our Speriours, The Juſtice of their 


AG6tions is nyt to be call'd in Queſtion. The 
Szltan cannot err, This is an Eftabliſhd 
Maxim in all Monarchies, eſpecially in that 
of the Renowned Oſmans. 

» As for what relates to thee, in this New 
Advance thou haſt made; thy own Expe- 
rience acquird by many Years Travel and 
Obſervation in Forejgn Countries, added to. 
the Knowledge thou haſt in the Laws, Dif- 
cipline and Cuſtoms of rhy own, will be a 
{ufficient Guide, to condu&t thee in the Ma- 
nagement of thy Buſineſs. Yet cdeſpiſe not 


the Counſel of others. A Man 15neverneirer 


to Ruine, than when he truſts too much 
to his own Wiſdom. Therefcre the great- 
eſt Emperoxrs undertake nothing of Mo- 
ment raſhly or without Advice. Temerity 


often blaſts the faireſt Deſigns. / "= 
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Ie will be of particular Import to thee, to 
hear of a Tragical Event that has lately hap- 
pen'd to Rezan, a Great City in R/ſia, by 
the blowing up of the. Magazine. This 
Gunpowder Ids more Miſchief than Good in 
the Yorld, The Ancients fought as ſucceſſ- 
fully with Bows and Arrows, Swords, Spears 
and other Inſtruments of Yar, without. run- 
ning the Hzzard of blowing up whole Cities 
into the Air, in time of Peace. And they 
could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even 
| thoſe ſituated on Rocks, without the help 
of this Infernal Diff. - Natare taught 'em 
to be Induſtrious in defeatifig their- Enemies, 
and they ſpared no Labour to gain the Vi- 
Ftory- Our Fore-Fathers were hardy and. 
ſtrong, patient of Toils and Fatigues: They 
cut their Way into. Mountains of Stone, if 
any Place of Strengtli were built on ir 
which they had Occaſion to befiege. And 
as they hew'd away that Part of the Rock 
which ſupported the Walls, they underprop' 

_ the Foundation with Wooden Pillars : An 
when they had finiſh'd their {Lne, they ſet 
Fire to certain Combuſtible Matter, which 
conſuming theſe Supports, the Walls and 
Gates that reſted on them, ſunk down, and 
left the Fortreſs naked and open to the :Be- 
fiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of 
Rezan, if their City had been only thus 
gently diſmantl'd, by ſome Enemy againſt 
whom they might have afterwards employ'd 
thejr Courage to defend. themſelves, or 5-4 

m- 
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Compoſition. But poor Unfortunate People, 


they have felt a ruder Shock, an unmerci- 
ful Blow of Fate; their City being in a Mi- 


nutes time, without the leaſt warning, ſtorm- - 


ed,plunder'd, and laid in Heaps,by an Enemy 
which gives no Quarter. 

This Accident happen'd on=xthe 15th. of 
the laſt Loon, about the Hour of Vlanami/e. 
There were Five Hundred Barrels of Powder 
in the 44agazire ; and the Force the Blow 
was ſo violent, that: beſides the Deſtruction 
ot that Ciry,-or at-leaſt the beſt Part of it, 
all rhe Neighbouring ' Villages round abour 
it, felt its Fatal Effet, ſome of their Houſes 
ſhaking as in an Earthquake, others falling 
to Pieces 

Afluredly, Heaven is angry with theſe - 
figels, and 'turns the very Inſtruments of 
their Defence and Safety, into Scourges for 
their Chaſtiſmenet- I formerly ſent Saleh the 
Snperintendent, an Account of the like Mi(- 
fortune that befel the City of Grawve/ines in 
Flanders, and of other terrible Efle&s of the 
Wrath of Heavez in the Low-Conntries 
One Diſaſter follows cloke on the back of a- 
nother; yet the T»fidels are inſenfible and 
ſtupid, as they were in the Days of Noab, 
when the F/ood came and ſurpris'd all the 
Inhabitants of the Country. That Prophet 
gave 'em warning of the approaching Dan- 
ger- He was Three whole Years in cut- 
ting down rdian Plane-Trees, and prepa- 
ring Planks, . Beams, Pins and other Nece(- 
faries, and Seven Years more in m—_ 
thar 
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that Wonderful Ship. The I»fidels went by 
daily, and ſaw him. at Work, but they de- 
rided the Patient Apoſi/e, and taught their 
Children to mock him, ſaying, 7hnere 3s the 
Water this Ship is to ſail in? Aﬀeer the Ark 
was finiſhd, it lay on the Ground Seven 
Aloons, till they had Thrice facrific'd ſome of 
Noah's Followers to their /ao/-. 

It was perfected in the 20» of Rajeb, and 
in the oor of Saphar was the Decree of the 
Chaſtiſement fign'd, which was to be exe- 
cuted on all of 44ortal Race, fave Noah and 
the Fourſcore that were with him, with the 
Two Pairs of every Species, which the Four 
Winds, by God's Appointment, collefted to- 
gether and drove into the 4k, and the Body 
of. Adam, which was enſhrin'd and brought 
to Noah by Aagels out of the Region of 
Aecca. There was:alſo Philemoy the Good 
Prieſt of Egypt, with his whole Family. 

Juſt as the determined Day and Hour of 
the Flood was come, the Prince of the 
Country, ftimulated.. by his Evil Deſtiny, 
mounted. his Horſs with. ſome of his Reti- 
nue.; and having facrific'd to their dos, rode 


toward the Place-where NVoahand his Com- 


pany: were ſhut up-in the Arb, with a. De- 
fign to burn it to: Aſhes. He calPd out. a- 
loud. to the: Prophet, with Scoffs, ſaying, Q 
Noah,. where. is the Water 1n which: this Ship 
3s to fail? It will be with yore incontinent- 
l,. xeplied the Holy Man, 4efore you canre- 
moe your Station, Come down, thou Da- 
tard, aid the.proud Zfidely otherwiſe 1 = 

arn 
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barn thee and thy Companions with Fire. O 
miſerable Man, faid Noah, Tara to God, for 
his Tadements are read) to burſt forth on you. 
The Prince Incens'd at this, commanded 
his $/aves to put Fire to the Arke But while 
he was yet ſpeaking, he manifeſtly ſaw the 
Water guſhing out on all Hands round about 
him, and under his Feet. Then his Heart 
was troubF'd, and: full of Anguiſh and Fear. 
He hafted to ſecure himfelf; with his Fa- 
»ily and Goods, in the Caſtles which ke had 
built, on the higheſt Mountains. - But alas, 
the-Earth open'd, and broke hke a Spiders 
Web; fo violent was the Force of the Wa- 
ters which boyled up every where. The 
Clouds pour'd down vaſt Cataratts of Rain, 
mix'd with Dreadful and Inſupportable 
Thunder and Lightning» The Miſerable 1- 
fiaels throng'd upon one another, curling and 
blaſpheming their Gods who had deluded 'em. 
Great was the Confuſion and Cry every 
where z* for ſuch a Calamity had never been 
known ſince the 24007 gave her Light. It 
any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot of a 
Mountain, yet he could not aſcend by Rea- 
ſon of Stones which fell on his Head, and 
Torrents of boyling Water that ran down 
upon him, asif it had come out of a Caul- 
dron. And ſuppoſe he had reach'd the top, it 
had been but a ſhort Delay of his Fate ; for 
in a word, the Waters fwell'd Forty Cubits 
above the Higheſt Mountains, and all the 

Living Generations periſh'd. 
Son of my ether, when thou readeſt this 
Iematy 
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Hemorr (for it is a Fragment of an Ancient 
Arabick Writing) think on the Day of Juag- 
”ent, which ſhall ſurprize the Yor id, even as 
the Delxyge did- At that Hour, the greateſt 
Part of Men will not dream of any ſuch 
thing, till they ſee Flames and Rivers of Fire 
bur ng forth from the Springs and Foun- 
tains which before yielded Water, and ſhow- 
ers Of Fire deſcending from Heaves, inſtead 
of Rain. For the Elements will change 
their Courſes, to.accompliſh the Decrees of 
him who made them, and to conſummate 
the Revenge of the Omnipotent againſt Un- 
believers | 


Paris, the 2. of the 11th, down 
of the Tear 1666. | 
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J*, the Gods of the Engliſh are angry 
I-with'thar, People, and the Gaardian Spr- 
7:ts of the fe, have forfook their Charge. Þ 
ſent a Diſpatch at the beginning of this Year 
to ZZirat, Baſſa ; wherein I inform'd' him 
of a Deſtruttive Plagne, raging at Zondon, 
and in. other Parts of the Nation. That Pe- 
Filence continues fil}, but under different 
Forms,” fo affault the Living, 'and augment 
the Number of the Dead. *' Es, 

God only knows the Origin of theſe Eprge- 
ical Contagions ; whether they derive their 
Pedigree from Heaven or Hell; from the 
Earth, cr any other Element, Perhaps ſome 
Iztent Poyſons in the Air, mix with the 
Breath of Mortals, and by their ſubtile Ener- 
2h foon diffipare the vital Fame of Humane 

dies, hike the Infe&ions Blaſts of the 


Wind EI. Same! in Arabia, which in a Mo- 


ment's time commit a Rape upon the Lives 
of Travellers, _—_— their Spirits up, and 
leaving on the Sands a black, iff Carcaſs of 
Jellid Fleſh, as tho' they had been Thunder- 
{truck: Or, perhaps ſome Venomous Ex- 


halations from the Minerals below, tranfpire 


through Chinks and Crannies in the Earth, 
ts plunder Mortals of "—__ Breath, like ” 
the 
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the Fatal Vapours in the Cave of Death, not 
far trom Yirg:s Grot' in Italy: Or, who can 
tell, but that ſome hidden Aeteors above, 
or ſome Malignant- $:#4r5, may ſend down 
whole Battallions of empoyſon'd Atomes, to 
invade this Region of ortality; and in 


Deaths Name, King of the World Inviſible, || 


to claim and carry. away .a certain Number 
of Ghoſt s,, prick &;down by Deſtiny, a, Tri- 
bute ſet by Fate. However it be, that whole 
[xgans may- well be. call d at this time the 

rand Infirmary of Europe, where Banetul 
Sickneſs makes irs Publick Reſidence. The 
timorous Giafers run from Place to Place, 
thinking to eſcape from Heaven's all. ſearch- 
ing Purſuivants. They: fly from Populous 
Towns to Villages ; and from theſe again to 
unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and Heaths, 
carrying their Wives and Children with 'em, 
and all the Subſtance of their Houſes: The 
Roads are cover'd- with the Caravans of 
doubtful Paſſengers, who dread to think of 
poing back, to the Contagious Seats they left 

hind, yet know not where to be receiv;d 
anew. So general is the Conſternation, ſo 
ſtrong the Fear of thoſe who yet ſurvive, 
| left they ſhould allo catch the Infe&tion and 


die. | 1 
Beſides this, they have felt the ſtrokes of 
another ſurprizing Calamity ; £onaor, the 
Capital City of England, being newly-.con- 
tum'd by Fire. It is not certain, whether 
Dejjon or Chance firſt kindled the :deyouring 
Elements But it. fell out at an-unlucky ly 
| pn, 
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ſon, when the Wind was high, and from-its 
Eaſtern Quarter, blew the Flames full Weſt, 
which ſpreading North and South, demo- 
liſh'd all before them, laying the greateſt 
= of that Rich and Famous Gity in 

es. : 
Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French ; 


| others term it, a Judgment of God, for their 


Rebellion, Pride and other crying Sins. 
Whilſt with equal Probability, a third Sort 
affirm, T'was contriv'd and put in Execution 
by a Cabal of Carpenters. and Maſons, who 
wanting -Employment, and projefting the 
Method of enriching themſelves, difdaining 
alſo the Inartificial and Obſolete Form of 
Buildings, reſolved. to put this City into 2 
New. Figure, and raiſe it according to the 


| Models of Foreign Architefture. Every one 


gueſſes as his AﬀeCtions incline him, or his 
Conjetures follow the Byaſs of his Intereſt. 
Men are always partial to themſelves and the 
Cauſe they have eſpous'd. God only knows 
the Truth. -*- 8 

The Superſtitiousamons the Roman Catho- 
licks, take Occaſion from the timing of this 
Horrible Conflagration, to inſult o'er the 
Engliſh Proteſtants; who from ſome ob- 
ſcure Paſlages in the Book of their Goſpc!, uſed 
to foretel in a Prophetice Manner, That the 
Final Ruine and Ca:a/Frophe of Rome would 
happen in this Year 1666. Whereas by Fatal 
Experience, more ſure than vain Predictions, 
they find the /derropolis of their own Nation, 
reduc*d to Aſhes: 
T Q 2 Who= 
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: "Whoever are the Inftraments in thefe Tra- 
grit, 'tis certain the Defigns of Fate are ftill 
d. Every Kingdoms, State and Com- 

mwity, has its Critical Periods and Cli- 
miaders, wherein it ſuffers Detrimene, * — 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician 7Zo- the 
Grand Signior. 


| Am melancholy, bevond the Deſcription” 

of Pazaters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence 
of Cicero. Methinks, I'm ſome Exotick Be- 
242; a perfect Foreigner on Earth; a Stran- 
ger toits Laws and Maxims. - I appear to o- 
ther Mortals like a G:afer or Frank in his 
Weſtern-Dreſs at Aforocco, Babylon, or Con- 
| {fartinople. 1 mean not for my outward Ha- 
bit, (for in that I'm Conformable enough to 
the ode of the Region where I reſide) but 
I mall Unfaſhionable within ; Ridiculous in 
my Sentiments and Converſation» When o- 
thers laugh, I ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be- 
fad, in the mid(t of merry Company. Even 
Wine it ſelf that exhilarates all the World 
belide, does but encreaſe my Melancholy, 
by adding Strength unto my labouring 
Thoughts. Ir ſublimates my Spirits up 
to Sacred Phrenſtes. I am all Lunatick at- 
{uch a Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams, 
more wild than the ftrange Flights and Rap- 
tures of a Santone, My heated Spleen, like 
Mount Gel, belches forth horrid Clouds, 
of Smoalk and Vapours, which lay long fmo- 
thering in its ſpongy Caverns; theſe quick- 
ly ſpread, and cover all the Horizon of my 
Q 3 Sons 
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Soxl, rendring it Dark and Gloomy, as the 
Cymmerian Solitudes, or the more diſmal Val- 
leys bordering on the River Styx, where ſur- 


ly Charon waits to Ferry o'er the Caravans 


of trembling Ghofts, and land 'em in Elziam. 

Oh! that thoſe Fables of the Ancient Poets 
were but true! Or that I knew but ſomething 
certain of our Frtxre State ! Whether the 
Sul ſurvives or no, when Death has ftopt 
the Circulation of our Blood > And what be- 
comes of that Ammortal Subſtance, after its 
parting from the Body ? Whether 1t paſs by 
Tranſ{migration into the Embryo of ſome o- 
ther Animal, as Pythagoras raught; or be 
united, ſwallowed up and loſtin rhe Vniver- 
ſal Soil of the World, as Plato did: believe > 
Cr it ſome other agnet does attratt its Pre- 
fence ; and hidden Sympathies of Natzre 
reach it to form its ſelf a Vehicle or Body of 
the Elements 2 Perhaps, ſome Soxls unite 
with Air, whiltt others mix with Water, 
Earth or purer Skies. This for its horrid 
Sins in Mortal State, may be by the Erernal 
Nemeſis ſunk down into the Fatal Caverns 


of Mount eAtna, Strombolo, or Veſnwins; | 
there to Incorporate with burning Rivers and *| 
Lakes of Sulphur and other Minerals, to hear | 


erpetually the frightful Cracking, Rum- 
ling, and loud Thunders of thoſe Infernal 
Vaults; to be without Intermiffion annoy'd 
with the Eternal Stench of melted Mines, 
whoſe poignant Vapours equally Kill it and 
revive it every moment, that it may be con- 


find to an endleſs Circle of Miſeries : To feel | 


the 


$ 
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the Excruciating Torments which no Tongue 
can utter ;- whilſt the Inceflant Rapid Mo- 
tion of rhoſe Exalted and moſt Violent Fires, 
with which it is embodyed by Decree of Pate, 
rob it of the very Poſlibility of-the leaſt eaſy 
Thought or quiet Minute; ' and' at” the ſame 
time rack it with Infinite Tortnres- 
- - Think nor, my Dear Phyſcian, that it is 
Impoſlible a Separate $prrzt, can thus be ſen- 
fible of Pains: There's no ſuch thing as a Se- 
parate Spirit, ſave God who made all Boate-, 
and thereforewas beforethem- '' The Angels 
themſelves are partly Corporeal ; ſo- are the 
Devils. - Do'nort*believe then that Mortal 
Man, who is in a middle State between theſe 
Two, ſhall by Dying, gain'a Privilege above 
the moſt Iluftrious Spirits in Heaven. Ag 
foon as Death has diflodg'd us from - One 
Boay ; Nature, Providence or- Fatt provides 
us Another, according to our Qualities, Incli- 
_ nations and\Meritss : We may. as well by 
Adetempſychoſis, become the Spirit or Soul of 
a flaming Sulphur-Mine, or at leaſt of ſome 
Part of it, as of a Horſe, an Eagle, or a 
Dove: For ſuch, for ought we know, may 
4] be the :Diſpoſition of Divine Wiſdom, fu- 
fticeand Omnipotence-- | © 1 0: 
-» By the very ſame Reafori another Sow! may 
be tranſported to the Open, - Happy Skies, 
where it may - either range--in boundleſs, 
free, and ſerene Travts of Bliſz; or be En- 
franchis'd in the Corporations of the Stars, 
to dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazes, and 
| Diamonas ; to. poſſels Provinces more Rich 
ory Q 4 than 
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than ur Pera, or Gaines, where the Rufticls 
' plow up:Ggld;. moxe beautiful and pleaſant, 
than the famous Eields of Theſſaly. God 
knows whes. will becorne of us after.our Dif. 
folution.; - But the Jgnorance. of this one 
Trath, accaſions-all my Melancholy, - 


Death is not formidable of it (elf, 5or-all : 


the dolorous Circumſtances that precede it : 
'Tis only what comes after, raiſes all my Ter- 
ror- Vere I to melt away in lingring 
Agues and Conſumptions ; or to be ſooner 
polted off in high wraught Feyers, Pleuri- 
ties ,- or: Peftilence : Or 4f .it were my 
Fate to die by Pio), - Sword -or Poylon, or 
any .other Kind of Slow or Sudden Death, 
allotted me from Chance or Nature, Provi- 
fence or Fate: Should Heaven conſume me 
in a Trice by Lightening ; or this Globe with 
equal Swittneſs, bury me in fome ſurprizing 
Earthquake: 'Twould be all .one to Adav- 
wt, - were it not Gr the Aﬀer-Claps, to 
which ] am « Stranfer, 1 tremble at the Hid- 
den and Linſtarchable Force of Nutyre : I 
gread the Irreverfible Unknown Decrees of 
Fata, the Seeret /AAethads of Eternal De- 
tim), the Laws and Q#aer of the Other #14; 
in Billetting the Troops, of Humane Sos, 
that go to-Y:xter there, after this Life's Cam- 
pagre is: hniſhed, 
Once in a Cold and Froſty Evening, as: I 
was travelling 9er a bleak wide Plain and felr 
the penetrating Blaſts of North-Eaft-Winds, 
with chilling Sleet, which fell upon me from 
the Clouds 3 my Spirits alſo tyr'd- with: tedi- 
, QUS 


* 
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ous Journeys, 'and my. anxious Thoughts 
were. wholly rakery up about a Reſting-Place: 
that. Night, and how to: avoid the :Aflaults.. 
of Robbers, with a Thouſand other- Perils, 
threatning a-Stranger on the Road ; at/tength 
I chancd to think of the Untry'd and Re« 
mote Voyage I muſt One Day make ro Ano« 
ther Worlkd. It chilld my Blood to ima- 
eime the ciſconfolate Naked Circumftances of 
a SeparFte Sort, which: tor -ought i knew,,.. 
might be.bewilder'd, loft; and forc'd to wan- 
der up and down throhgh untrack'd: Waſtes. 
of mitty frozen Air, where the Inhoſpitable* - 
Element aftords. no Guides, nor Carvan- 
{era's to comfortlets, poor, ſtragglins Gz9fts; - 
unleſs they would accepr a Lodging in ſome 
Cloud, the Cittern and Chariot of Ram, Hait -: 
or Snow ; there to Incorporate with the un- 
welcome /Aeteors, and be whirl'd round the 
Globe, or elie precipitated down to Earth a- 
22in in Showers ; from thence perhaps to be- © 
exhal'd by the Sun, and mix with Embryo's: - 
of Lightning, Fiery Dragons, Jenes Fatm, - 
or other Bodies hourly Flaming in the 77e/- 
kn, and thus to circulate in Endleſs Zran/- 
migrations, Who knows the Circumſtances - 
of departed Sonuls,or Laws of a Separate State? - 
Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall find in 
that Inviſible and Dark Recefs from. Life = - 
He ſhall be then eſteem'd more than polo, 
by the penſive MMahmar. Not the old Del- 
phick Oracle could receive greater Reverence 
from the Inquititive World; nor Azeccs 
aow from: devout. Jſſulman Pilgrims ; or ' 
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Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in 
Peace, than ſuch an one ſhould have from 


me, who could with unfeign'd Truth diC- 
cover how. we ſhall be diſpos'd of, when we 


die» But I am cloyd and nauſeated with 


the dull Romances of the Prieſts and Der- 
. wiches. 


My Friend, let thou and L learn to im-. 


ve the Joys of preſent Life, and ,not by 
unctl Miſtakes deprive our ſelves Bf = 4 


ble Happineſs. But let us fo comport our 


ſelves, that our 7ra»/t7:gration may be but 


from the Pleaſures of Earth to thoſe of Hea- 


ven ; from one Paradiſe to another. 


Paris, the 6th. of the 1it.. ſoon, 
of the Tear 1667+ 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſla. 


* HE Bleſſings of God and his Prophet 
chear thy Heart, as thou haſt exhila- 
ratediine by thy laſt Letter ;. wherein thou. 
encourageſt me with the Hopes of being re- 
. moved from. this difagreeable Poſt, to one 
more Delightful and Happy, even. to a Sweet 
Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or 
any other Part of the Grand Signior's Domi- 
nions, which is the very Mark. of all my 
Wiſhes. | «- 

I have a Natural Averſion for Great and 
Populous Cities. They ſeem to be fo many 
Magnificent Sepalchres of the Living, where 
Men are ſhut up, impriſon'd, and buried 
from all Commerce with the Elements ; or 
they are like Hoſpitals and of as where 
People crowd, infect, and ſtink one another 
to Death with a Thouſand Pollutions. They 
hive together like. Bees, and build: their A- 
partments in Darkneſs. Like Nefts of P:/- 
mires, they trudge up and down all the 
Sammer. of their Touth, to heap up Trea- 
fures, that. they may ſpend the 7/:7»ter of their 
Old Age in loathſome Eaſe, and. benumm'd 
Stupidity ; not daring to venture our of. the 
Purliey of their naſty, ſmoaky Eibitations, 
and yet there ready to be ftifled. 4h their, 
gwn Breath. 'Tis 
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'Tis wth Pleaſure I contemplate rhe Face 
of the /nfant Earth, before' it was deform'd 
by the unneceſſary Arts of the Carpenter; 
' - Smith and Maſon: When Men had no other 
| = Houſes, fave what they made themſelves, 
every one for his Family, of the Branches: 
and Boughs of trees, interwoven with O- 
zters, Reeds and Ivy ; and cover'd thick with 
Leaves and'Grafs to ſhelter them from Wind, 
Hatl,' Ratn, and orher Injuries -of her. 
Or' pertiaps forme: had found otit a Den or 
Cave m the Earth, or the Hollow of a Rock, 
for 2'Sanftuary in ſuch Cafe:, where they re- 
pos d in perfect Franquillity, withour Fear 
of Snares or Violence, without Apprehen- 
fton- of Robbers, or any Tragical Surprize, 
They went outand in, fleot and wak'd, h- 
bour d and-refted in fafety and quiet. Ava- 
rice, 'Envy and Injuſtice had not as yet cer- 
rapted the Minds of Mortalss The Eartf 
brought forth Corn, Herbage, and Fruits, 
without the Husbandman's or Gard'ner's 
Labour : All Places abounded wirk Plenty of 
Innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe Primitive 
Inhabitants coveted no more. © The Cittle- 
and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and: 
the Fountain- Waters were Generous as Wine-- 
This Globe was a complete Paradiſe, and no- 
miſtaken Zeal had raught Men Relipioutly to 
invade one anothers Rights, and m. a ptous 
Fury to murder their Neighbours, in- hopes 
of meritmg Heeves hereafter : There was:n0- 
fach thing as Digottry or Superftitipn- to be- 
found among any of Humane Race: | ” tie 


— 
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Taw of Naare was in Univerſal Force : E- 
very Man pugſu'd. the Dictates of Reaſon, 
without. hearkning after Religions Sophiſtry, 
and Sacred Fables, 

- But when oncethe Luere of Gold had cor- 
rupterr Men's Manners, and they not conten- 
ted with the Riches and Sweets which they 
daily cropt from the Surface of the Earth; 
had found a way to deſcend into her Bowels, 
ſtungSwith an Infatiable Defre of hidden 
Treatures; then began Injuſtice, Opprefſion 
and.Cryelry to take place. Men made En- 
.clotures to themſelves, and encompaſs d- a 
certain Portion of Land with, Hedges, Dit- 
ches and Pales, to Fence them from the - In- 
valions-of others ; . For the Guilt of their 
own vicious Inclinations, filld them with: 
Years, and: made them Jealous of one ano- 
ther- They built. themſelves ftrong Holds, 
Fortreſſes, Caſtles: and .Citiess And their 
Terrors pncreafing-with their Criminal Pof- 


feſfions, they perſwaded themſelves, that the |! 


very Elements would prove their Enemies, 
it not paciffled þy  Bribes and Preſents. 
Hence ſprung the frft Invention of Altars 
and Sgcrifices, and from thele vain Panick 
Fears of Mortals, the Gods deriv'd their Pe- 
digree- - For one built a Temple to the Sun, 
another to the A007, a third to Jupiter, 
Atars or the-reſt of the Planets. . Some 
adorid-the Fire, others the Water or ind. 
Every one {et up to himſelf ſuch a God as 
he phenfied would be propitious to him. 
Thus Exror being. equally prop 
1714101 with 
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of Platonick Love ; inſpire ſtrange Paſſions, 
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with Humane Nature, they oreated an'Inf- 


nite Rabble of Imaginary Deztzes, paying to 


thoſe 7av/s, the Supreme and Incommunica- 
ble Honours, due only to the Erernal Eſſence, 
Father and Sonrce of all things: os 
Beſides,” they liv'd in Intolerable Pride and 
Luxury, \n conſtant Wars and Strife, in: - 


Darkneſs; Ignorance afid Confuſton. I ſpeak 


of ſuch as dwelt in Cities, and were So 
rated together by one Common Intervt. For 
{till there remain'd ſome who obey'd'the O- 
riginal Laws of Natare, and the Traditions 
of Primitive Hamanity, Theſe dwelt in 
Tents or other Moveable Habitations; 'as our 


-Countrymen the Arabs do at this Diry, with 


the'Zartars their Brethren, They'ſcorn'd to 


faſten themſelves to the Earth, by poſlef- 
fing any Part'of it in Propflety : 


Every 
Field and: Wood, Hill and Valley, River 


and Well, were with them in Common. 


he rg gong they -pleaſed. 
This is the Life ſo-emulated by me; or in- 


.Nead of that atleaſt, a Retirement from Ci- 


eies, that I may breathe out my: laſt: Hours 
in a free Air, remote from the ſtifling-Com- 
pany and Contagion of Mortals. I long to 
range at: Liverty through unfrequented Paths 
of  Defart. Ground; o'er wild, unpoliſh'd 
Heaths ; from thence inſenſibly to fall. into 
fome Venerable Solitude, where the dry,mol- 


fy Barks of Trees, in filent Charaters pro- 


claim the Antiquity of the Place; and gentle 
Whiſpers of the Winds, inſtruet the Methods 


which 
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which we never felt before, and teach us ro 
converſe with Satyrs, N; _ and other _ 
harmleſs Tenants of the Shades, How great 

is the Pleaſure to be then furprizd with ſome 
harmonious, warbling Stream, or filent, ſoft, 
deep, Cryſtal River? To ſpeak cognito with 
Dryads, Hamaaryads, arid the Sporting Ec- 
cho's; To lie diflolvd in Loofe, yet Inno- 
cent Enjoyments on the Banks; To talk with 
Nature, with Immortal Subſtances, and with 
Eternsty it ſelf? Oh God! Is not this raviſh- 
ing ? - 

*Tis difficult to fay,. whether it would be 
Pleafant or Painful ro return from theſe In- 
effable Parades of the Sol, to our Domeſtick 
Felicities, tho? even in- a Rural Life, which I 
acknowledge to be the Happieſt on Earth. 
Yet there to trace the Herds and Flocks, to 
walk amidſt the High-grown Corn, . and 
Graſs, to pluck the bearded Ears of Barley, 
to let our Eyes rowl o'er the various Fi- 
gures'of the Wind: blown Wheat and Miller, 
our Nofes to- ſuck the Fragrant Airs of Mar- 
joram, Thyme, Oranges and Limons, with 
Innumerable Spices ; our Ears to hear the In- 
imitable Melody of Birds, and every*Sence to 
be tranſported, fnatch*d away and loſt in Sa- 
cred Ecſtaſies;- muſt needs be rank'd among 
the Higheſt Kinds of Earthly Pleaſures. 

But to deſcend from theſe Enjoyments, to 
the Meaneſt and moſt Common Diverſions 
of a Country- Life; methinks there's ſome- 
thing peculiarly charming in the very El- 
lenge Situation of the Houſes; whether it be 

ny on. 
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on the Brow of a Hill, or: the Bottom :of 2 
Valley; in the. Mid(t of a Wood, or the 
"Opening of a Heath ; . on the Side of a Road, 
or in ſome Obſcure Corner of the Country. 
'Tis agreeable, when waking.in the Morning, 
to hear the Bleating of- Sheep, Lowing of 
Oxen, Screaming, Quacking and Crowing 
of Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, and other Home- 
vred Animals; to hear the louder Winds, 
threatning to tear up Trees by the -Roots; 
demoliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe ir- 
ſelf, if poſſible, from off irs Baſes This 
would be better Muſick to me for a Change, 
than a Conſort of Dalcimers, Theorbo's, Tym- 
brels and Vidls, Humane Nature delights in 
Variety, and there is a certain Audacious Cu- 
riofity in the Sox, which loves to venture on 
Extreams. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink 
of Hoggs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other 
neceſlary Rucal-Beaſts, would pleaſe me bet- 
ter, than the conſtant tedious-Eaſe, and Ful- 
ſom Sweets of Carre or City: I ſweat whillt 
thus ſhut up within theſe Walls: It cloys 
me to be daily walking in a Circle, to tram- 
ple always o'er the fame Ground, in a vaſt 
Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Sences meet: 
no new refreſhing Qbjects, but my Ears are 
hourly nauſeatzd, vexd and tyrd with Rat- 
ling Din of Coaches, Carts, Arrificers, and 
the harſh Yoices of ſuch as fel] Fleſh, Fiſh, 
and other things about the Streets, My 
Eyes cn find no grateful Proſpects, but 
daſh'd with ſurly rugged Looks of proud- 
and wealthy [-fide/s ; or with the {ly yp 
. 
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rick Smiles of well-ſhap'd People, who con- 

— me for my Bandy-Legs, and Crooked 
ack. 

In a word, my dear Baſſa, I long to feel 
the gentle Breezesof the Zaf, puritying my 
Soul and cleanſing it from fo many Polluti- 
ons. I languiſh for the Sight of T»rbants and 
_ Creſcents, for the devout Call of the Ave. 
zias on the lofty I4narets: I die in Con- 
templation of the Sacred Faſfs and Feaſts, 
the Nocturnal Joys of Ramezasr, the Revels 
and Chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and 
the Imperial Daza/ma's, When I think of 
theſe things, my Sox! burſts forth in fervent 
Invocations, and every Faculty crys Alla, 
Alla 7 | | x 

May that Diwize and Immortal One hear 
my Prayers, and grant me the Happineſs to 
ſee the Face of Noble Kerker Haſſas, in an 
Forizon pure and free from the Defilement 
of Tfidels. | 5 Oh 


Paris, the r4th- of the 2d, A0oy, 
of the Tear 1667. 
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To Ifouf, his Kjznſman,. a Merchant 
/..-» _ « Afﬀtracan. "4 


Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664. 


' mended our Couſin: Solynas to thy Friend- 
ſhip and Patronage, if ever he ſhould travel 
to Aſtracan, as I advisd him: For thou 
know'ſt he has a Roming. Genizs, without 
the Wit'to improve himſelf in any Foreign 
Country, unlets .he has a Friend. to guide 
and take Care of him: And then "twill be 
a difficult Task to make him ſenſible, where 
he is. Hell always think he is within the 
Verge of the Grand Signior's Hunt, where 
he may Domineer at large, under the 'No- 
tion of a Retainer to the Sz/tav. He's a. 
ſtrange humour'd Fellow. ' T know not 
what to'make of him. He's as Changeable 
as Protens, or a Chamelion: Sometimes Re- 
tigiouſly dull and Flegmartick, like a Hadg: ; 

- at another Seaſon, you ſhall feel his Pulſe 
beating to the Tune of Youthful Pride, Am- 
bition; Luſt, and other Vices. To Day he'd 
be a Dervich, Santone, or any thing that 
bears the Form of Holineſs : But when he's 

- lept upon't, the vain Young Convert would 
return again to the World, and be a Soldier, 

Courtier, 


= wherein among other things, I recom- 
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Thing. that makes a Figure in the Eyes of 
Men. So unwelcome are the rigid. Paths of 
Vertue, to a Sox/ not well eſtabliſhd in 
its Principles, | 

And yet, our Couſin Solymar, as I am 
told, is the 2fuſſulman: of the  Hrſſulmans, 
as to his Exteriar.. With Hand devoutly 
hid to Breaſt, and humbleſt Couch o th' 
Head, he gives the Sa/er: to bis Friends and 


| Neighbours: Soft, as the Signs of AA4ztes in 


the Seragico : Humble, as the Grecian Chap- 
man, walking through the Streets, is forcd 
to imitate, when he is hectar'd by the Ram« 


pant Jamzariese oo, | 
But, Oh my Coufin //oxf, 'tis Grief to fay; 


that So/yman, Partaker of our Blood, -is Baſe, 


Unerateful, and Perfidious : That he ſhou'd 
be thus Unnatural, ſtudying the utmoſt 


Period of our Life ; inſtead of Honeſt, Juſt, 


and Noble Preſents, to prolong it- 
I had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him 
to Pontias Pilate; and if F had gone on, 


and ſcumm'd off all the moſt Enormous 


Crimes of Humane Race, 'twou'd be too 
little to expreſs his Enmity againft AZah- 
mut, the kindeſt Unkle, and the trueft 
< Lan that e'er poor Solyman coud boaſt . 
of. 


But he is Degenerate, and that's too lit- 
tle, without the mournful Sighs of thee and 
me, to increaſe the Apggravation of his 
Crime. 


In 


" 956 + Letters Writhy - WONT | 
| In Fine, he's our Kinfman, and Tet"us. 
fhew Mercy :' He has been perfidious ro: me, 
and I woud retrench the Words I have ſpo. 
ken in his Diſgra&e. - If he comes to Aftra- 
can, do as thou pleaſeſt :- But have an Eye 
over \thme own Afﬀairs. Take not So/yman 


for ant Angel. *He'is {till but a Za bant: maker; 


2 Frolickſom Blade;' and" 'a Merchant that 
makes a very ſmall Figure”, © 
: Coufin 1/of, Forget not the Maxims 
thou haſt Irarn'd in thy Travels : Be true 
to thy Friends, and thy ſelf. Honour the 
Memory of thy deceafed Parents. Love all 
Men;-that are good.” - And be not remiſs in 
praying for the $21 of thy deceaſed Uncle, 
awhenever God ſhall call for it- | 


Paris, the 26th- of the 3d. 2fo0v, 
of the Near 1667. 
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